OmOIAL AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF INDIAN 
: OFHOIAL PUBIIOAHONS. 

i 

'In England. 

E. A. Arnold, 41 & 43, Maddox Street, Bond Street, W,, London. 
Constable & Co,, lo. Orange Street, Leicester Square, W/ C., London 
Grindlay & Co., 54, Parliament Street, S. W., London. 

Henry'S. King & Co., 6$, Comhill, E. C., London, 

P. S. King & Son, a & 4, Great Smith Street, Westminster, S. W., 
Lonc|on. 

Kegan Paul, Trench, Tnibner & Co,, 43, Gerrard Street, Sob, W,, 
London. 

B. Quaritch, n, Grafton Street, New Bond Street, W., London. 

T. Fisher Unwin, i, Adelphi Terrace, London, W. C. , 

W. Thacker & Co., 2, Creed Lane, London, £. C. 

Luzac & Co,, 46, Great Russel Street, London, W. C. 

B. H. Blacitwell, 50& 51, Broad Street, Oxford. 

Deighton Bell & Co., Cambridge. 


/ 


On the Continent. 


Friedlander & Sohn, 11, Carlstrasse, Berlin. 

Rudolf ;Haupt, i, Dorriensttasse, Leipzig (Germany), 
Otto Harrassowitz, Leipzig. 

Karl 'W..,Hier8emann, Leipzig. 

Ernest L^roux, 28, Ru6 Bonaparte, Paris. 

Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague, 

\ In India, 

Higginbotham, & Co., Madras. 

V, Kalyanarama'^ lyer-Si^o., Madras. 

P. R. Rama lyar & Co^JVMadras. 

Thacker, Spink & Co., C^cutta. 

W. NewmM & Co., Calcutta. 

S, K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta. 

R. Cambray & Col, Calcutta... ■ 

Thacker 8s .Co. (Ld,),Bomfey."| 

A. J. Combridge 8c Co., Bombay. 

Supermtendent, Government Central Press L.n'r 

D. B. Tataporevala, Sons & Co., Bo^vai; , 

Sunder Pandurang, Bookseller, etc., Botnbaj^. 
Gopal Narayen 8c Co., Booksellers, etc., Bombay. 
N.B.Mathur.N.K.H. Press, Allahabad.' 
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REPORT 


OP THE 




FOMIGiN LIQUOR COMMITTEE, 


1908 - 09 . 





EEPOET OP TIE OOIMITPES APPOINTED BY 60VEENMBNT 
EESOLDTION No. 11847, DATED THE 20th NOVEMBEE 1908, 
TO INQUIRE INTO CERTAIN QUESTIONS REGARDING CHEAP 
POEBIGN LIQUOR. ' ' / 

IsiHOOTCTIOIf.' f 

f 

1. The control of foreign spirit in this Pr?sidonoy oatsideEomhay City 

did not begin till long after a oonsidorablo degree of control had been (^blish- 
ed over the manufacture and sale of country spirit. Beyond providing for the 
TOrehonsing of spirits landed in Bombay, Regulation XSI of 1827, jthe first 
Abkari law for the Mofussil, while enaoting certain restrictions to country 
liquor and toddy did not touch foreisn sjnrits at all. • Per many years .subse- 
quently both the wholesale and retail vend, of such spirit (and, it may.be added, 
of rum from Bengal and Ceylon) wore carried on without license; and the 
tendency of the shops to iaoreaso in certain districts was checked only by the 
action of the Mapstrates, who on their own responsibility promted the 
establishment of shops without their permission. The first moremtol towards 
legislation was caused by the complaints of the country spirit pmers who 
began to find their own business suffering from the competition ofllio foreign 
spirit. Accordingly the nest Abkdri law for the Mofussil, AotdII of 1852, 
introduced a provision requiring the taking out of a license on a me to be fixed 
by Government for the retail sale of all spirits, however or wherfoever manu* 
factored, and under this a form of license was prescribed with i fee of Rs. 26, 
afterwards increased to Bs. 60, for the foreign shops (wholesale a^d retail) with 
the Mowing as the chief conditions:— L 

(1) that only foreign spirits, wines and beers should ue^sold in the 
. shop, j, 

’ ,(2) that ordinarily not loss than a whole bottle should be sold to 
natives ; but any quantities might be sold to Europeans, except 
soldiers, ^ 

(3) that there should be no sales before sunrise or after an!, hour to be 
fixed in tlie license, ' 

(l) that no person should be allowed to get drunk on |ho premises. , 

This Act did not apply to the City and Island of Bqnibay’ which had 
special regulations of its own. Licenses for foreigi^irit'^wdre in force there 
from 1812. Hotels and taverns where Goa liquotTO sold paid license fees of 
Es. 200, and other liquor shops paid foes varm^' from Rs! 100 to Es. 400 ac- 
cording to their ' business. A}i all these pkeetforeign liquor was or might be 
sold along with country spirjWtid toddy. U&r a lator law, Act SHI of 
1836, licenses were gttutbd hyft^e/Oommissioner.of Police; but the fees went 
to the Municipalit/,'’‘In 1850 llioy..amounted to Es, 25,000. In that year 
there w'ere 8 hotefsi-lS taverns and 171 rotail'shops. ' Besides those there were 
■a large number of wholesale.'shdps fhipH took out no licenses and were not 
' under any control at all.’ Except iu'thoEort they wore very disorderly places, 
'keeping, open to nil-hours'. of ihe night and selling retail clandestinely. Those 
wholesale" shops humheted’-i^' less than 250 in 1867 when they were at last 
hronght' under the licensing" system by Act IS of that year. Thera must have 
been in that year at least '450 plaoes. in Bombay where foreign liquor was or 
might be sold, The divisiou of foreiga liquor from country liquor shops took 
place in 1878-1879 hut'forrign liquor might still he'sold'by the glass in country 
liquor shops till the Ist August 1884, - ' 

2. In the Mofussil there were hut '54 shops for the sale of foreign liqnors 
in 1852 when as already shown, these shops 'first came under regulation. By 
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18S6.186! to nmntar M in«il to IM. I" »1868 it M father 
risen to 222 distributed as follows 


< Sittncts. 

Abmedabsl 

£aiia 

Paneb Mabdle 
Broach 
Surat 
Thaoa 


to 

;Ahmediiagat 
, Poona 
Sholdpur 

sW 

Bdgaum 

Dbdrnir 

Bijdpur 


Batndgiti 

H 

Kddora 

J 


Nnmbot of stops. 

14 

0 

0 

7 
13 
28 
17 
0 

26 

71 (45 ID Cantonment.) 
1 

8 

. 12 

4 
2 

5 
8 

13 . 




Total 


Tbe license fee varied from Es. 50 downwards, and averaged Es. 42. It 
was about half this in Poona where the control of the Cantonment shops was 
vested in the ‘Military Department, 

8, In.l869 Mr. Bell, 1. 0. S., in a report to Government dealing tvith the 
whole A'bkdri question recommended (among many other things) a closer regula- 
tion of the foreign spirit trade and the separation of licenses into wholesale 
(i, e., sales of not less than a doscn quarts), retail off and retail on. Alto 
nearly ten years’ disenssion of his proposals the existing ATikdri law of the 
Presidency was enacted in Act V of 1878. iMs law has brought the import, 
export, transport and sale of foreign spirit under the complete control of Govern- 
ment (seefions 9-13, 16, 17, 19 and 30-34). AE necessary detaris about the 
working of the system will appear in their places in the report ; hut one import- 
ant result which may he noticed here has been a very large diminution in the 
number of shops in Bombay and in the Mofussil. The number of places of all 
kinds for the s^e of foreign liquor in 1907’1908 was 

-a.. _ a 

SSop,. 




Bombay 

blotaoBil 


... ... ... 182 

/::: m 
r ■ y»';; 

The Bombay shops were clasrified as'IoUows 


Betul on and off (combined) 
Hotels 


tioome 
Bailway reJresbment rooms 


Vcci. 

Ea. 

1,14,668 

16,252 


12 

32 

85 

48 

14 

40 


182 





Tlio fofeigu lipor sliops of tlioMofussil too diskibuted and classifieds 
follows:- ' 1 ' 


niitticts, 

. EotiUI oS. 

’ 

. 

Hotels. 

ScMmciit 

tcomiuid 

itatn. 

Etilay 
rcMnont 
rooms onl 
dioltigcsn. 

t . 

tTraroll^* 

bongalowj. 

Ahmcdtlad 


11 

IM 

2 

'2 

*11 

Sob 


2 

I** 

• M 

1 ■ 

•/ Ml 

Faocli MaMls < 


1 

*•« 

III 

2 

^ ... 

Broach 


5 


’ (I* 

1 

f ... 

Surat 


.10 

IM 

• tl 

1 

1 ... 

Tbdna 

' II* 

9 

1 

6 

2 

5 1 

■ffcsi Klidndesh 


‘ 8- 

4M 

Mi 

1 

/ ... 

East Ebitudcsh' 


5 



1 


Nfeik ' 


6 

*•• 

Ml 

.9 

1 

Ahiu'cduo^r 


6 

••• 

... 

1 


Fooua 


22 

11 

1 

4/ 

' 1 

ShoUput 


9 

••• 


i 

III 

Satdra 


12 


1 


2 

Bclgaum 


8 

*•• 

Ml 

i 

«ti 

DUtwiSr 


9 

1 

Ml 


Ml 

Bijdpur 


2 

*•» 

»•* 

1\ 

III 

Koldba 


11 

4 

II* 

2,-' 

M* 

llatnii^n 


8 

Ml 

IK 

,.,J ' 

IM 

Eduara 


6 

• •• 

*•• 

(■ 

... 


Total 

144 

> 21 

10 
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Total Mofaesil 
Total Sombay 


Gtaai total 


There las tins been a decrease of about 278 places of sale in lie Presidency 
proper since 1867 « 1868 , (’ ■ 


Memoeandum op ihb Etodesoe on eaoe op the points|eefeeeed 
BT GoVEEHMENI POE THE BePOET OP THE COMilUTEE. 


QUESTION I. 


r 


The extent to whicl crude potato and similar spirit, vOr liquors 
manufactured from sucli spirit, are imported^td Bombay, • , 
and tleir ports of o^ns’" ■ 

, 4. Tie Abkiri Administration Eoportt'of tie last five years slow the 

following impork of spiritpy-yriues and liqueurs i"‘" ■ 


, I.- 

*1 O iora iQfi4 v ’ 


/r 


' . m-m. 


/'* 
t ' 


Oallonso 






... 114,361 


im-im. 


m-ms, 


400,729 
... 114,225 


514,954 


fl| 'IVMfJ 

... 112,025 
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1906 - 1907 . 


Gallpus. 

Spirits . 

■\Vino3 and liqueurs 

••• ••• 

••• 

... 389,476 
... 109,194 

• 



498,609 


1907 - 1909 . 



Spirits 

IVinos and liqueurs 

••t ••• 

4«« 

• •• 

... 414,167 
... 113,083 




628,150 


Tlio- fisures for spirit arc tLc totals of columns 5 (potable spirit) and G 
-potablo spirit) of Appendix P to tbo Koports. It is. found necessary to 
ido Ibe figures of column G because, as u ill bo seen presently, a largo 
itity of tlio spirits of irino classed there as nori-potablo, is not only potablo 
actually drunk. It has now to be seen wbat proportion of tlicsc imports 
ists ofi crude spirit or its products. 

Bv crude spirit wc understand spirit manufactured at over proof 
i''tbs iji patent stills. There is no difiiculty^ in identifyin.g snob spirit when 
)mcs oiit in its plain form as rectified spirit or spirits of wine ; but when 
nfactured into tbo semblance of specific liquors and wines it can only be 
ivered by the tost of price, since the methods of manufacturo aro never 
osed by the exporters. According to tbo Customs ollicors any price for 
liquors^-^and wines from B.S. 3 downwards per gallon in bulk and from 
7 - 8-0 downwards per dozen bottles, as delivered ex-duty in Bombay, 
lestionably denotes patent still manufacturo from potato, grain or otbor 
p bases, and accordingly this criterion bas been adopted in statements 
orod for us''iby the Head Gauger for tbe five years for wbicb figures of 
)rt have been given above. 

From tbe Gauger's slatemonts it appears that crude spirit or b'quors fabri- 
d from it wpre'importcd to tbo following extent : — 


IlcetUic<l Spirit. 

nanofoctored Z.i^nor. 

Total rotnblo. 

! 

In CasLi. 

Iti Ca-^ks. 

Id Hottics. ' 

Total 

imported. 

t 

\ 

ratable. 

Spirita. 

Wines. 

Spiiita. 

Wines, 

Spirits. 

Wines. 

Qalls. 
42,717 
62,849 
84,205- 
. 71,074 
. 76,168 

Galls. 

38,946 

37,683 

,.85,732 

31,406* 

83,236 

Galls. 
25,497 
18,691 
21,836 
17,796 
. 17,929 

"•5 

Galls. 

9,259 

10,008 

6,611 

7,541 

7,027 

Galls. 

20,626 

16,429 

17,011 

13,771 

20,589 

Galls. 

5,072 

6,258 

5,461 

4,216 

5,180 

Galls. 

85,068 

72,703 

76,47.9 

62,973 

73,764 

Galls. 

14,882 

15,266 

12,078 

11,761 

12,207 


Of tbo 7G,168 gallons of rectified spirit impGrted last year, 40,932 gallons 
re denatured for use as industrial spirit. Owing to tbe effective denatiira- 
n prescribed in Bombay it is probable, tliat little or none of tbis is drunk ; 
t there is not tbe same certainty about tbo consignments of metbs’lated spirit 
iw being brought here from Calcutta by Messrs. Aratoon and Company. 
16 Assistant Collector of Excise, Bombay, bas proved by oxporimont that 
itives will drink it when mixed with' dno-^bird or more of mbova'a spirit, and 
Bombay excise iiispeotor Mr. Pandit gave hearsay ' evidence 'jthat the Tbana 
id Kolaba Kolis buy methylated spirit to drink. As regards the 36,236 gallons 
blob remain potable, one witness, Mr. Patterson, seemed to think that three- 
lurths were used for medicines ; but the actual proportion so Txsed is believed 
^ i 1 f^'*®tonis authorities not to exceed one-third. ' It may be assumed tberofora 
lat about 23,000 gallons are taken as drink. Tbe total amount of crude spirit 
from it which passed into consumption in tbis Presidency in 
907-08 would then be about 61,518 gallons of spirit and 12,207 gallons of 
me. It must be understood however that tbe gallonage of rectified spirit, 
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, and of mariufactnred spirit in buft, wonld be largely ineroased, in tbe aecounis , 

■of sales, for these generally oomo out at over proof strengths rarymg from 10° 
to 70°, and are reduced to U. P. strei^bs Tarying from 16° to 60°. 

,6. The ports from which the cheap foreign spirits come are set out'in full ' 
in the Head Gauger's report. Nearly the whole of the feotified spirit oomes from 
Hamburg and Trieste, two-thirds .of tbe brandy oomes from Hamburg, and 
most of the remainder from Bordeaus, Antwerp and the Oharente ;'the whisky 
, '.is chiefly from Glasgow and the rum from Hamburg and London. The imports 
,of fictitrious port and sherry come principally from Hamburg and Liverpool. 

■ II .. -—^-1 1 • . . — 

QUESTION II. '( 

The destination of the imports. 

t 

6. Out of the did, 167 gallons of sj^it imported into Bombay in 1907-190S 
'221,682 gallons remained for consumption in Bombay while the remainder 
according to various witnesses was destined chiefly for the adjacenf Native 
States, the Central Provinces, Berar, the Nizam’s Territory, Eajputana, the 
United Provinces and oven the Punjab and Quetta. Tlie comparison ^f figures 
is however inexact as to the proportions which stay and go, for the gallons 
of import are proof gallons, while those of local consumption areidt actual 
strengths as sold. It may be assumed that the cheap spirits and wines pass out 
of Bombay in tbe same proportion as tbe liquors of higher class: tllbre being 
no information attainable on this point, one way or the other. /' 

' ' 

QUESTION m. / 

Their treatment by importers, and the various derivatives wMoh 
are sold as spirits or wines. I 

7. To answer this question it is first necessary to describe tne' treatment of 
these Kquors in the countries of origin. Prom the evidence given h|' Hr, Johnson, 
j. 0. S., consulting chemist to a number of distilleries in Europe, and India, 
who drew up a written statement for tbe Committee (being unablb.|i) come in 
person) regarding the manufacture of olioap spirit it appears that the spirit 
■intended for industrial uses after metbylation and denatnration is generally 
distilled at high strengths from beet or cane molasses, It is also converted by 
reetification into plain spirit, but is not much esteemed by European (blenders 
for the preparation of brandies and whiskies. The plain spirit inttaded lor 
drinking is usually manufactured in Geramny (Bavaria, Saxony, Posen, East 
Prussia), Belgium, Austria, Bohemia and the United Kingdom from'pbtatoes and 
barley malt, or maize and barley mrdt j but other starchy materiafe siicb as rye, , 
buckwheat, oats, broken rice, milH sago and cassava root are used. The 
favourite base on the Continent is tbe potato. Tbe potatoes are cutup and 
cooked under steam pressure, and mashed with barley malt jp,oonvert the starch 
into sugar. Permentation is sot up by tbe addition J'east,^ and the wort is 
distilled and rectified in patent stills. The foresbots, ortfiist runnings and the feints 
or last runnings, which liave a Large proportion offfiisol oil and a bad odomyare '■ 
rejected and only tbe spiiE oLgood quality which is turned out between these 

■ two is offer^ for sale as|otabl j sjiirit : the rest beiig converted after purifieatiou 
into essences and perfumes- Hr. Johnson oonsiders potato spirit to be of good 
.quality. Maize and- barley malt are also, used as .bases for the matufaeture of 
' spirit tor^hout'the Coutiuent and the United Kingdom': in the latter case for 
blending with potstill.wliisky.,' Spirit from this baseis also used for, fortifying 
ports and'sberrics.^'- ■ ' 

' '8.';¥ehavflmot fufi.i|fclkation'8s.'^‘U^^ various bauds through which 
this siiflut, spirit pM'in ,tii*i^untry of origin, hut it is understood &t on the 
'Continent it is usually distilled in distfileries, belonging te .assboiations of the- 
.persons who grow the bases, and is sold in the plain state to the blending firm 
In the hands ol^.'tbesB firmsitlis mixed with the essences which give it tbe 
flavour and appearance bf 'tbo'braudy, rum or' other liquor which it is intended 
■to.personato. • The next stage would be reduction and bottling in the case of 
liquor not intended for export in'bulk. A’wiliiess, Mr,' B. H. 'Rustomji (No. ,11) 
■.statoS'jthat.thq liquor passes tbrougli three hands in the country of origin : 'the 
distiUers, the 'blenders and the Uppers; 'Another witness Hr. Mann (No. H) 

J 577-2 ' ' ... 
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TTlio has been in Germany states that the distilling there is done under Govern- 
mont supervision; hut information is lacking as to the extent to which the 
subsequent processes are subjeot to control. As however there appears to be a 
drawback in Germany on exported spirit it is probable that alHhese operations 
are carried on in bonded wataliouses under some degree of official supervision. 

9 It has already been shown that the cheap spirit intended tor Bombay 
comes’ bottled totbe amount of about 20,589 gallons; and in bulk to the 
amount of about 35,236 gallons of potablo plain rectified spirit and 17,929 
gallons of spirit manufactured into the semblance of brandy, whisky or rum. 
Cheap wine comes in bottles to the amount of 6,180 gallons and in bulk to tho 
amoimt of 7,027 gallons. The bottled spirits and wines do not require any 
manipulation at the hands of importers, for they are 
; Strengih already laluced to the strengths allowed in India, 
Bfaiifly62°tol2°u.P. gjj^ gome corked, capsuled and labelled for sale. 
Eum'^^62‘'toi2'’u!p is reason, however, to believe that dishonest 

’‘“i ‘ ' manipulation sometimes takes place. Mr. Smith 

(No. 2), the Assistant Collector of Excise, Bombay, says, " Merchants import 
good whisky, draw out a certain amount (from the bottle) and mix with the 
rest cheaper stuff, and put on it Bernard and Company’s labels and capsules", 
A Pai’sce witness, Mr. Eathok, gave an account of tho fabrication of port in 
Bombay ■ from spoiled elaret by the admixture of black grape juice and other 
things ;W there is a recent case from Poona whore a shopkeeper was found 
rehottllng Gilbey’s port and replacing the labels by others of his own invention. 

10. "^Of the spii’it coming out in bulk, that wbicb has already boen converted 
by essences into the form of specifio liquors requires 
Sty 16» S: 1: S 10° 0 , P operas of reducing and bottling. The 

Bum 40“ tics” 0. P. strengths at which the liquors come out are shown in 

1 ' the margin, deducing and bottling are done in 

private godowns in this Presidency without official supervision beyond the 
occasional viiit of an excise officer, and therefore any degree of malpractice is 
possible ; biji our inquiries have not disclosed that any serious malpractices 
exist. OoUimon, i.e., undistilled water, and as we have had ocular proof, 
sometimes very dirty water is used for reduction, but as 10 per cent, of spuit is 
supposed to be sufficient to kill all microbes, this practice, though reprehensible, 
is probably not of serious consequence to consumers. 


Bnmdy 1/2(1 per'guUon of 28“ U. P 
l/9d „ 57“O.P. 


‘Whisky 3/9d 
1/Gd 

Bum 2/ld 
>. 2/2Jd 


16* TJ. P. 
JO* 0. P. 
40*^0 P. 
08“ 0. P. 


11. • Blending and essenolng, if treated as manufacture, are forbidden by 
the Bombay A'bkdri Aet without a license for the purpose, and the exoise 
officers and the liquor traders who appeared before us are at one in denying 
that anytliin'g of the land takes place. Considering the prices at which these 
spirits are delivered iu Bombay (ex-duty) as 
shown in the margin there should he no very 
strong temptation to adulteration, and as it is 
difficult to see how a patent still spirit, coloured 
with burnt sugar and essenced with oil of almonds 
or other matter to give it flavour, can he made 
— i.... puwjsa ui uiiuiteration, it may be assumed that the purchaser of 
the cheapest Imids gets what came out in the'eask with no alteration except 
the addition of water. But it may also bb' assumed that, as with the bottled 
hquor, the more expensive brands of .’spirit are 'frequently mixed with the 
cheaper kinds, to the defrauding of the customer who seeks a superior liquor. 

12. There remains the rectified spirit referred to under Question I which 
comes out at strengths of 40° -to 7o° 0, P. It has already been estimated that 
about 23,000 gallons p£ this may ho consumed as'a drink. Besides reduction 
and bottling this spirit ordinarily undergoes in Bombay a process of colouring 
by burnt sugar, which gives it both tho appearance and, to a slight extent, the 
flavour of rum. This process has hitherto been treaW as not amounting to 
manmacture (and therirfore not requiring a special license) under the A'bkari 
j thougb m fact it is an “ admixing ” which might as naturally be brought 
TOder the definition of manufacture as the infusion of essences. The process is 
owOTer abamuoss one, and the free practice of it up to {the- present (assuming 
mU ” ^ harmless drink) cannot be said to have produced any evu 



r 

QUESTION IV. 


Their desoriptrong when sold in foreign liquor shops. 


13. Except where the maniptdationg adyerfod to in the answer to the last 
question are practised, liquor coming out bottled is sold under labels attached 
to the bottles by the exporters, and these labels bear the name of the country 
of origin as required by the Merchandise Maries lot. The labelling of manu- 
factured liquor doming out in casks and bottled in Bombay is however wholly 
a-matter of the importer’s fan(^, for nooCScial supervision is exercised over this 
operation, The same quality of essenoed potato or other patent still spirit may 
appear as “ Charles Paulin and Co. old brandy, three stars ”, as “ Vieux Cognac, 
Vinne Gallo and Co,” (with a great display of vine leaves and ^apes), as 
.‘‘Jules Alfred and Co, superior old brandy, four stars ”, as “Imperial brandy, 
superior quality, three stars ” with a portrait of the Into Queen, or under a score 
of other equally fletilious and misleading labels. The patent still svhiskies of 
Glasgow may similarly be described as " Sootoh Whisky, Genuine. Mountain 
Eew, finest quality "flanked with Highlanders or “Pine old vatt'ed delicious 
whisky”, or" Einest old Highland whisky” with the names of, ’firms below 
which are probably in oveiy ease fictitious, The rum is often styled “ Pine old 
Jamaica ", Erom the evidence of Messrs. Umrigar, Baria, Eustomji and others 
it appears that some of these labels are imported from Europe eitW from the 
exporters of liquor or from other firms, while others are fabrioated'accoiding to 
their own fancy by tho importers. 

As regards tho rectified spirit which is reduced and colourdi in Bombay 
the usual practice is to label it m “Tariff duty paid rum” or more lately 
“Tariff duty paid diluted spirit” in consequence of ohjeotion/ raised by the 
Collcetor of Bombay to the description of this liquor as rum. / 


QUESTION V. j. 

The present consumption of foreign liquor •. whothekt tends to 
increase and what classes consume it. 

i 

14. Eigures showing the consumption of foreign liquors in this Presidency 
first become available in the A'bkdri Administration Report for 1890-91. 
They aro derived from the shop aoeountsof sales, and unlike the statistics of import 
which represent proof gallons (in the case of spirit) they represent liquid gallons 
at the diluted strengths, usually 15®— 25®U. P. at which the liqubrs are actually 
sold. They are also liable to be under the truth, owing to tho temptation to 
shopkeepers to understate their transactions for the purpofe ,o£ lowering the' 
lioenso foes; but this error will probably he nearly uniform in all years and 
therefore will not materially vitiate the comparison of qno.year with another. 

In 1890-91 the total imports wore— 


IlnllAnB 



Es.8 a n , 3 , .pstfonod spirit, 
„ ■„ garkling wines, 
Ke. 1 „ „ ■„ otliSr wines, 


i^na 1 II II 

and'this tariff eontinued unqhail^d till 1906. 
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The local oonsiimpiion of tlic year (omitling boor) wnfi- 


Sombay 

Mofassil 



.SpirfK 

Wiiifu Anti 
ltqtxuurK> 

Tohl, 


Gals. 

■M 

Gals. 

1** 

DC, 744 


Bn 


7‘1,9UD 

IHB 

■H 

ToW ... 

131,653 
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During the nest bis years tbo figures both of import and of local consump- 
tion increased in a fluctuating way for spirits, and dcorcascd for wines and 
liqueurs, and in 189G-1)G, tho year preceding the advent of plague, tlio local con- 
sumption ^was— 


florabay 

MofuEsit 


Totnl 


Sflrit!. 

^YisM *iia 
liijnran, 

To'aL 

Gnk. 

GsIh. 

Onb. 

112,416 

47.000 

169,116 

86,533 

11,117 

C7,C50 

168,949 

bS,ll7 

227,058 


Inl89G-97 tho consumption of spirit fell to 157,100 gallons but durin" 
tho nest two years itroso to 101,263 and 170,953 gallons respcctivdv. In 
1899-1900 tberd was a marW fall under all heads as follou-s ^ ' 
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162,793 

44,0)8 
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consumption. 

The figures for lOOO-lOOl are extraordinary : 
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other ^arts of ilieMoJussil in those yeans had greatly feulaled the drinWng 
of foreign spirit among the up-country Natives, Tvhile the desertion of the City 
by a large proportion of its inhabitants had diminished consumption there. In 
1905-06 however there was a return to tlie features of distribution existing 
before the plague. The imports of that year (the largest on record) were— 

GiUoD!. 

Spintis III r III III 450,663 

Wines and liqneuts III III ... 312,025 

Fdrmoiitcd liijuon m m m 1,981,866 


M ... 2,644,534 


The heavy imports of this year were perhaps due in part to anticipation of 
the increase of tariff duty which took place on Mrnary 26, 1908, whe^y the 
rate on spirit was raised to Es. 7 per proof gallon and those on liqueurs and 
perfumed spirits to Es. 10 and 11 respectively. 

The local consumption of the year was f 




Spirits. 

WinrBuid 
IlqnsiirB. \ 

1 

t 

Totsl. , 

f 

Bombay 

Mofuesil 

1 

III 

III III 

Qals. 

187,196 

77,648 

Gals. 

46,165 

10,177 

GalJ. 

233,361 

87,825 


Toi&l M* 

264,844 

56,342 

821,186 


It will be observed that the consumption of the Mussil in (this year was 
little greater than that of 1890-91, while the figures for Bombay City had 
much more than tripled. In the next year, 1906-07, Bombajf took 184,697 
gallons and the Mofussil 66,828. The figures for 1907-06, the (latest available, 


are!- 



Impurtt, 

III (II 

••• III 

III III 


... 414,167 
... 113,983 f 
... 1,596,6161 


Tolol ... 2,124,766 ‘ 
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Spirits, 

WIbb snd 
lIliisBn. 

iTotil, 

t 

'Bombay 

Mofussil 

1 

III III 

III III 

Gals. 

150,685 

70,097 

Gals'." 

44,766 

8,728 

Gals, 

195,460 

79,725 


Total ... 
» 

\ " 

221,682 

1 

53,493 

275,175 


It would be rash to obnolude from a comparison of these figures with those 
of 1890-91 that the c^usumptioaof the City has iuoroased threefold while 
that of the Mofussil hamactually deoreasd in tho last 17 years. No doubt 
there has been a very wge ii^ase |||^jhe real consumption of Bombay, but 
there is no grohnd foripppomg thaverd has been a decrease in the Mofml, 
The appawnt.deolinois prol||ily‘d#'to the growth of the practice desenhed 
' by Mt.,CliiI&rd (Noi ^ and ithers, iMofussil customers getting their supplies 
direct from,Bombayinimad of. through the local shops. This praotioe is the 
resultbf the policy of dressing Mofussil shops at high fees and limiting the 
, numbers. - 'm. “ , iM' 

l6, Mention may he ar|wn here to the comparative figures of the con- 
sumption of foreign and’ eount^. spirit in Bombay for the ten years between 
j 877a 
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1898-99 and 1907-08 giren by the CoUector of Bombay in fte appendix to 
bis report No, i— 7191, dated the 20th January last, printed mth tee papers. 
Mr. Hatch’s foreign liquor figures do not agree n-itb those of 
Kenorts, but are more correct inasmuch as they include the rectified spirit dtimk 
in the City TThile those of the Reports omitit. _ His statistics show bat ivMo 
the average annual consumption of foreign spirit in the_ first half of the decade 
was 102,373 gallons it had risen to 137,908 gallons in the second half ; an 
increase of nearly 35 per cent, as contrasted with an mcrease of less than 13 per 
cent in the consumption of country liquor in the same period. Ihe conclusion 
to bo drawn from these facts is however subject to the quahfication already 
noticed that much of the liquor recorded as sold in Bombay is sold on orders to 
private customers in the Mofussil. 

16. Another point for consideration is the relative increase in total con- 
sumption and in the consumption of the cheapest spirits. The Presidency con- 
sumption of foreign spirit in the last five years compares with the imports of 

i^L Mm • 


■J, 

Total con- 
inmjtioii. 

Import! ct 
potablo cbcop 
tjiiits. 


Gnls- 

Gnls. 

1903-04 

176,020 

85^068 

1904-05 

192, OtO 

72,703 

1905-06 

264,844 

75,479 

1906-07 

201,420 

62,973 

1907-08 

221,682 

73,754 


It will bo observed that while total consumption fluctuates in the general 
direction of increase the imports of the cheapest spirits fluctuate in the direo- 
tion of decrease!: the net result of the former being an increase of nearly 26 
per cent., while jtbe net result of the latter is a decrease of 18 per cent. A 
reference to the details of the cheap spirits given under Question I will show 
that the decrease is conspicuous under all heads— potable rectified spirit, manufac- 
tured spirit in bulk and manufactured spirit in bottles; though in 1907-08 
there was a' marked recovery under the last head. It must be remembered that 
the contrast between the two seta of figures given above is actually greater than 
api ears, for some of the cheap spirit there shown goes out of the Presidency, 
while the other figures represent only local consumption. That the cheapest 
kind of spirit is to some extent losing its market is therefore undeniable, but 
the question remains whether this is because some of its consumers are leavino* 
it altogether or whether they are only transferriug their custom to the superior 
brands. This involves the question how far the increase in total consumption 
is due to the European demand. On this point attention may be drawn to Mr. 
Hatch’s statement in the report already quoted that the European population of 
Bombay City has increased by at least 17 per cent, since the beginning of the 
cemmy, whUe the expanding trade “ brings every year a larger and larger 
number of thirsty saRors to Bombay”. This would certainly explain some 
portion of the increase of 26 percent, recorded in the last five years, leaving 
the rest to beucoounted for by an increase of consumption among Parsees ana 
other classes of Incfians (the upper stratum of Mr. D. M. IJmrigar’s middle class 
customers) who are in a position to pay for the superior brands. It will be 
sem below that there is a good- deal of evidence that educated Natives drink the 
ttSoi ^ There has also probably been some transfer of custom in the 
low r classes from the Hamburg spirits in ^Woh is growing in 

popularity as the followmg figures of local consumption show ° 


1903.C4 

1904-06 

19C5-06 

3906-07 

1907-08 


Gallons. 

123,313 

136,967 

209,850 

397,444 

203,643 


• •• 
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Mem'Umrigar{No.'9), Shmarji ArdesWr (No. 17)' and other witnesses 
depose to Iho-inorease of a taste forte among all classes of natiros, espo- 
• dally in Bombay and Poona. Mr. Hatch (No. iS) says these beers are mostly 
. Pilsener or other h'ght beers. 

17. On tho question of the classes which consume cheap foreign liquor wo 
hare tho following evidence. Mr.D.M. (Jmrigar(No. 9) one of the largest 
dealers in Bombay says his customers in this branch fall into two classos-middle 
olass customers who purchase bottles costing between Us.' 1-8-0 and Es. 2, and 
lowest class customers who purchase Mno Pale Brandy, and tho various rums 
and other spirits that are sold at less than B1S..I-8 per bottle. In his‘middlo 
class ho includes lower class Europeans and Eurasians, Parsees, ;Hindus, 
■Jlahomedans and Portuguese, but ho does not admit that high casto' natives 
like Brahmins, Banks and Bbatias form a considerable portion of his ous- 
tomers. The low class customers are largely mill-hands. Mr. Bark '(No. 10) 
another krgo Bombay dealer makes the same classification: and .'so does 
■ Mr. Shoriaqi of Poona (No. 17) who defines his middle class as persons earning 
!^s. do or 50 per mensem. Dr. Mann (No. 14) who appeared on behalf of the 
Poona Temperance Assooktion says: “Our enquiries in Poona enable us to say 
that cheap foreign liquor is drunk almost entirely by tho lower middle classes : 
I mean tuo classes above artisans to whom this liquor has become a mere 
matter of fashion, partly I believe because of the extremely impetcMblo smell 
it gives. Wo find them taking thk liquor and refusing countryMiquor. 'A 
type of these classes in Poona is the Sonar casto,” He thinks tbatvthe Euro- 
pean soldiers arc also customers for cheap spirit, through their servants. Asked 
whether Brahmins and other classes to whom drink is forbidden % religion 
take foreign spirits bo replies : “It is very difficult to answer that. It is very 
difficult'to get the information", while his colleague Mr. L. R. Gokhalo(No. 15) 
says: “Cheap foreign liquors are used by iho lower middle .classes sueh as 
artisans who got daily wa^es, people who earn ordinarily Re. 1 a/day and whoso 
religion does not prohibit them from using liquor”. He specifies tailors 
and goldsmiths among the Hindu drinkers adding “there are Mahomedans also 
and Gkanose and Native Christians who drink cheap liquor. Tl|re are no high 
class Hindus included in this class. I think the use of foreign liquor is dooreas- 
ing among thorn. There k very little secret drinking amon^- high casto 
Hindus. I find that drinking is going down in tbo Deccan among tho higher 
classes... I find tho decline has been gomg on for 10 or 12 years. I believe the 
statistics show the decrease". Among tho lower classes however lie thinks 
there is a tendency to exchange country for foreign liquor, though the' consump- 
tion of the fbrmer'is increasing. Ho confirms Dr. Mann as to tho, growth of a 
fashion of taking foreign spirit, because it is loss easily detected, and in answer 
taa question whether the absence of restriction on sales of foreign liquor and 
an inoreaso of taxation on country liquor would transfer customers from tho 
latter to the former ho says; "I should think so. I think the' country spirit 
drinkers would go in for foreign liquor. They are attracted to foreign spirit 
because it has less smell than country spirit. They say .country spirit smells 

hadly. Poreign stuff does not smell so badly Smell loads to detection. At 

any rate among Hindus and Mahomedans one smelling of liquor is not looked 
on with favour : drinking liquor is rather looked on as a degradation in society. 
Wbotber religion allows it or not it is looked on os a degraMon...Even among 
people who are allowed by their religioa to drink, sueh as Sudras and other 
lower classes, people would not like that it should^ be known that they drink, 
unless they are confirmed drunkards ■' " 

Mr. J. 0. Mukadam (No, 20) a foreign liquor seller from Dhulia says in 
his written statement: “In the Mofussil the superior brands of liquor are drunk 
by EuropeaiiS and educated natives, while the inferior brands chiefly brandy, 
rum and old tom are drunk by lunbis, Sonars, weavers, dyers and labourers in 
general ”, Mr, ArdesMr Lai of Nasik' (No, 21) and Mr. P. N, Marfatia of 
Malogaon (No. 22) say much the saroo thing,' Two Marathas, ring and frarao 
masters of a Bombay Mill, earning from'Rs. 60 to 90 per mensem were caM 
by the Committee.’ These men (Nos. 25 and 20) deposed that they themselves 
drank foreign spirit of the, cheap,, kind, and that this was also the drink of 
other employees whoso pay was ovet,,Es. 20. The rest drank country spirit. 
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They principally draak rum at Ec. 1 to Rs. 14-0 per bottle : but sometimes 
bought braKt prices up to Rs. 3. According to these men it would s em to 
be the custoni of the highly paid miR employees of their class to spmd all their 
money in drink, and to devote all their hoUdays to gelbng drunk m coimml 
parties at the shops. There is evidently a preference for foreign liquor in this 
class, and nothing but its comparative dearness prevents its superseding 
country spirit M the general drink. Of the ofdcial witnesses Mr. Smith, 
Assistant Collector of Excise, Bombay (No. 2), asked whether Jie habit of 
drinking European liquor is growing among castes and classes forbidden by 
religion to drink says: 


“ Some high caste Hindus and Mahomedans drink. The habit is 
increasing. More people of these classes now drink than were drinking 20 
years ago. Of the classes which are allowed to drink by their religion I 
think some are changing from country liquor to foreign spirit. Thereis a 
tendency that way. I am speaking about Bombay City and Khdndesh. 
... It is quite usual that persons who 5 to 10 years ago did not know the 
taste of foreign liquor now regularly resort' to shops for their evening 
brandy peg”. 


These', people, he thinks, are mostly native artisans and mill-hands drawing 
Rs. 20 or 30 per mensem, and some of the higher classes who find their way to 
inner compartments of the shops. As regards the peg drinking it may be 
observed that the evidence is generally to the effect that foreign liquor is 
but little diluted except in the case of the highest strengths and particularly 
brandy. ■ 


Mr. Eeess, No. 3, a Bombay inspector, lately from Ehandesh, says in his 
report :— "In Bombay these liquors are drunk by artificers, mill-bands and low* 
paid clerks. 'In the mofussil cultivators of the better class and low-paid clerks, 
persons who usually used to patronise country liquor shops. The consumption 
of these liquors is increasing in Bombay and at the expense of country 
liquor”. i 

In his oral evidence he says 


“ In the mofussil I have seen very few of the coolie class going to buy 
foreign spirit. The principal customers ate those who are prohibited by 
religion from drinking. They ate the upper classes of natives. In Bombay 
the state of thii^ is different The principal customers are a mixture of 
higher and lower classes. Here the lower classes are addicted to foreign 
liquor much more than in the mofussil. The mill-hand has taken very 
much to foreign spirit ”, 

It appears however from the evidence of this witness and Mr. Clifford 
(No. 23) that in Ehandesh even Bhils who can afford it buy foreign liquor on 
special occasions. 

Mr. Euverji Darasha, an inspector’. (No. 4), classifies the drinkers as 
follows :— 

_ "Better paid mill-hands, railway employees, dock workmen, clerks, 
artists, mostly of the Hindu community. In the mofussil the better class 
of people during festivals and holidays”. 

and Bombay inspector, says much the same 


A’ • “ ’^®P°*^^^that methylated spiritis drunk by Thdna and EoMba 

oistnot molls or fishermen and some illiterate low classes in the mofussil, in 
6^11 doses mixed with water, hke^Eau-de-Cologne, for stomach complaints. 

He got this ho says from some of the licensees of that spirit. 

Mr. Hatch the CoUector of Bombay (No. 13) says in his report :- 

to iJ 1 °^ ‘ ® Plag«e has led 

1896. There has been an increase of drinking among higher caste Hindus, 
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A ij.t Banias, who adopt the ‘civilised* liquor of tlic European in. 
preforonco to mhora or toddy spirit. Eoreign spirit leaves little or no 
smell or taste in tho mouth: this is no inconsidcrahlo advantage when a 
man is ashamed tliat his friends or family should know that ho drinb,” 

Mr. rroctor, 'Assist ant Collootor of Excise for Poona, Sdtara and Alimcd- 
nagar, speaking specially about the Poona, sliops, says they depend almost 
.ontiroly on native custom, and that ho docs not think soldiers go to them, ■ 
adding;— 

"I should say thatliotli middle class and wcll*to-do natives, including 
Brahmins, Native Gliristians, Goanese and Marathis, go to these sliops. 
lYhcnIsayMaratliasI mean both of the artisan and of the mill-hand 
class. These people buy bottles. Drinking on the jtrcmiscs of thdso shops 
is not allowed .... Cornaglia’s and Cursel ji’s are tho only places where 
drinking is allowed on the premises. 1 have seen several natives in the 
former shop, such ns Parsecs, Brahmins, Mahomedans and Biialias .... I 
hove not seen nalivcs in largo numbers. I have seen one or two I'probahly 
, ■ a dozen in the season." 

Mr. Xavier (No. 10), a Poona inspector, says tlirro is little drunkenness 
from foreign spirit to he seen in public. Tho Goanese and some Uindus have 
clubs to which they carry foreign liquor for drinking, llo adds 1 

"There are fomo classes that are coining over from coimty,v spirit to 
foreign spirit. These classes are Maratlias and even some Brahmins, I 
say that in early times it was a common thing for Brahmins to drink 
country spirit, liaiely they are taking to foreign spirits. There arc clubs 
and c.aling-hous('3 to which they lake liquor. There are eating-houses in 
Poona to which Brahmins go and take lujiior with Ihom.” 

I 

Asked whether high caste Ifindus are large ciisloraers forbotlles, he says:— 

"Some arc, Since the restriction on hack dears jhoy send their 
servants for foreign liquor or they take it away with Ihcni and drink. I 
liavo hoard that tho sale of bottles is increasing owin,’ to pehplo not drink- 
ing in shojM. Consumption of foreign liquor i.s inorcising-tliroaghont all 
classes. Many of thc.se raofussil jieoplo club together and .scud for consign* 
raents to Bombay, or if a guest comes to thorn ho is asked to bring a 
consignment with him. The stalLstios of shop .'ales in the mofnssil aro no 
guide wliatovor to actual consumption. You must depend upon general 
statistics of imports," 

Mr, CliiTord (No. 23), Assistant Gollcolor of Evclse for Kliandasli and 
Nasik, says in his report that tho consumption of foreign spirils'lnJiis oluargo 
has not reached serious proportions, but such sjiirit is couBumed-bocasionally by 
persons of the cullivniing and labouring classes at festivals and bazars. He 
gives a curious result of a tcmporanco movement ; “ Pure rcctiliod spirit is not 
drunk in East Khundesh, TVest Kliandcsh or Ndsilc district. Ean-do-Cologno 
is not uncommonly consmned as an intoxicant. I investigated cases of the kind 
in 1905. At the lime prohibition was in force among eeriaiii oastes .... and 
many members of those castes, afraid to bo seen at the liquor shoiH, resorted to 
the itse of Eau-de-Cologno, Por a fow months the trade in inferior brands was 
brisk. Samples tested by mo wero 20’ to # 0. P. in strength and sold at 
h and C annas por bottle." In his oral ovidonco ho states that tlie consumption 
of foreign liquor has a tendency to increase owing to tho attraotivo colouring 
.ind flavour (in contrast to country liquor, 'whioh is bolted like a potion), 
and partly to tho mere fact that it is foreign. Kuiibis, Sutavs and oven BliiU 
and Mahars indulge in it Occasionally at marriages or when visiters come. 
Clerks and Brilimins may sometimes bo seen drinking at shops. In no case is 
tlio spirit difW by the drinker. Ho thinks that there is quite .as much 
drinking from 'bases ordered from Bombay' as from the loo.al shops. 

Mr. 'Lorimer (No,- 21), Assistant Colloolor of E.xoiso, Northern Gujarat, 
classes the M^ussil drinkers of Iris cha^o as Brahmins, Banias, Jains, some 
..■MahomedansTand some ’of tho lo'wor classes who earn good wages in mills, and 
considers tliat-'oonsumplion is incrQasmg,ithough not at tho expense of country' 
liquor. He 'conridors that there ‘is miioh secret drinking in the houses of 
B 577-4 ' 
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the high castes named above, and that the habit is also increasing among 
Mahomedans. Ee agrees irith other witnesses as to the causes, e, g., fashion, 
flavour, absence of smell, which give foreign liquor attractions over country 
spirit, but does not thinh liquor is largely brought from Bombay. Mr. B. A. 
Parakh (No. 27), an inspector from the Southern Division, says in his written 
statement that foreign spirit is drunk’ by the lower and middle classes of all 
communities, including the Saraswat Brahmins of Eanara, and in his oral 
evidence states:— 

" I think methylated spirit is drunk to some extent. I have observed 
a few cases in which people have drunk methylated spirit. That was at 
Belgaum and Halyal. I have noticed it also in Bombay. They do drink 
it in Bombay mixed with water. I did not notice much of it. I now 
come from the Kanara district. There are very few liquor shops there. 
In Karwar the lower and middle class people and Christians generally 
drink foreign spirit. Most of the Native Christians and a fcAV Saraswat 
Brahmins drink it. In Belgaum there is much drinking of foreign spirit 
among the military, regimental servants and Hindus of all castes. Even’ 
the higher class Hindus drink ii They take away bottles from the 
shops. A few high class people have got regular clubs where they drink. 
Brahmins have some dubs in Belgaum.... They take liquor there in 
bottles and drink it.” 

This witness thinks that drinking of foreign spirit is decreasing to 
some extent in the Southern Division among the higher castes owing to the 
influence of the better educated men, but slightly increasing at the expense of 
country liquor among the lower caste. He thinks that soldiers secretly drink 
botli Hamburg and country spirit. 

18. The general conclusion which may he drawn from this evidence is 
that a taste for foreign spirit is becoming diffused among all classes, from the 
highest to the lowest, and that the attractions of the liquor from several points 
of view are such that nothing but its comparative dearness stands in the w’ay of 
its rapidly coming to supersede country spirit in all places where it can be 
procured. In, Bombay City where the cheapest kinds are praotically as cheap 
as country spirit it is actually beginning to supersede the latter. 


QUESTION VI. 

Whether any restrictions on foreign liquor beyond those 
now in force are desirable. 

19. We deal fully with this question in onr conclusion. 


QUESTION Vn. 

Whether correct description should be required as 
a condition of retail vend. 

20. Ml foreign liquor couung into Bombay by sea is mnrVpil ^th tl 
comte of ongm, and in the case of bottled liquor this is either stamped aoroi 
™ a®? ? separate slip. In the former case it remains when tt 

ofi it suits tl 

bv thKttkrTnf ™ the labels afflxe 

Suntrr S ® sophisticated, comes from tb 

made mS5) ^ 

Merchandise Marks Act 1889 provides for both tk 



tlio gonoral opinion is tliat it oannotbo enforoedi Mr, Patterson (No. 6), 
Secretary of the Bombay Licensed Yictnallors Association, and tbo natire 
traders are against any attempt to do so, and those irho like Mr. Millard (No. 7) 
of Messrs. Phipson and Co. are in favour of a true description are unable to 
indicate bow it is to bo obtained. Tbo difficulty arises principally from tbo fact 
that nothing comes boro direct from the distillery, and, except perhaps rectified 
spirit, nothing comes in tbo precise form in wbiob it left tbo distillery. It has 
already been ^own that all liquor passes through several bands for manipulation 
of one kind or another beforo it is shipped; and the shippers who must giro tlie 
certificate might often he ignorant, and could always profess ignorance, of the 
base from which it had been distilied and of the various processes of blending 
and essonoing through which it had pasad before it came into their haneb. No 
doubt if a' true trade description wore prescribed as a condition of import some 
sort of description would be given ; but the truth of it could hardly he guaranteed 
by the exporter, and could not be tested in Bombay. It seems impossible 
therefore to prescribe the base and manner of manufacture as part of the correct 
description which should bo given by rotaii vendors, 

21, The follmving regulations are however feasible and in our opinion 
should bo enforced on rotaii vendors ' 

(1) The country of orispn should appear plainly on every label 
(whether tbo liquor comes in bottles or is bottled in Bombay) printed or 
stamped in a way that would preclude removal. 

(2) Rcctifiod spirit should bo so described on the labels, and whoa 
coloured to represent rum should bo described as coloured rootified spirit 
and not as rum or anything elso, 

i 

(3) In view of the fact that trade praotioo os recognised' in Europe 
permits anything to be called brandy, whisky, rum or gin which resemble, 
in flavour the genuine liquors of those names, wo cannot venture to 
recommend that these names should he disallowed in BombaV for sophis- 
ticated patont-stiU' concoctions; but descriptions wliioh aro ^obviously in 
conflict with the nature of the liquor as revealed by the country of origin 
should not be permitted. Thus the geographical adjectives Scotch (whisky), 
Itonoh (brandy), Jamaica (rum)', Italian (vermouth) should not boiallowed 
to appear on labels whioh sW that the liquor in question wasmanufaetur- 
ed in a country other than that to whioh the adjective belongs. , 

(4) In the case of liquor bottled abroad, and of liquor bottled in 
India for sale at more than Bs. 2 per bottle of eight drams (26’64i ounces) 
this is probably ns far as it is dtsirahlo to go. But in tho case of the 
cheaper foreign spirits and wines bottlod in Bombay the labelling ought 
to be under very severe restriction. Thoye should he no piokrial adorn- 
ments and no epithets beyond what are aconrate and neocssary, and there 
should be no fiotitious names of firms, The Eamburg.potato spirit which 
simulates brandy might he described as pale brandy of various qualities, if 
there are real differences in the qualities which now appear under various 
names ; hut it should not be called “ fine” or " old ” or advortisod by vine- ' 
leaves and grapes and the names of fictitious Eronch firms. All labola 
should require the approval of the Excise authorities of Bombay City, and 
theso autoitios should make it their aim to seciiro a uniform nomenclature 
for all liquor of tho same kind by whomsoever sold. It should not he 
possible for liquor of identical quality to appear under different names in 

• every shop and often, as is believed, uador several names and prices in the 
■' same shop. ^ ^ 

22. One offaot of this procedure Will he to put a stop to tho export of 
fictitious labels from Europe. Another may be to encourage the importation 
of bottled liquors hearing such labels; hut such a result is not to ho deplored 
since it is in the dirootion of raising prices. It is hardly practioahlo to .attempt 
restriotionsou the labels of imported bottles, beoauso it is not always possible 
in their case to say with oortainty.that tho liquor does not deserve the opithets 
attached to it, and .above the cheapest brands thcro is a largo borderland of 
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Wends of spurious and genuine spirit in various praportions whieh irould 
uroduce infinite complications fortlie Customs officers it any attempt were made 
to regulate their labels. Any criterion of invoice price adopted for the purpose 
of such regulation would be defeated by false invoices. 


GUBSTION VIII. 


Whether the liquors described under (I) are more harmful to Indians 
than country spirits manufactured under supervision. 

23. The country spirit manufactured in this Preridency is distilled in 
pot-stills fram either mhowra or toddy, mainly the former, and until regently was 
Luallv distilled up to tbo strengths at which it may he sold, that is 60° and 25° 
U. P. in the Mofussil and 20° TJ. P. in Pomhay. It is now however frequently 
diriilled np to London proof, and reduced to the above strengths by the 
admixture of undislilltd water. Beyond double distillation (which however 
is not carried out for 60° TJ. P. liquor at tlie Dhulia distillery) no process of 
rectification for the elimination of fusel oil and furfural has either been 
proscribed or is practised, and even tlio rejeotion of the impure foreshots and 
feints which is believed to be an invariable feature of all European distillation, 
whether pot-still or patent still, does not usually take place. The removal of 
the above by-products by distillation to high over-proof strengths approacliing 
that of absolute alcohol (M° 0. P.) is the achievement for which the patent 
still manufacturers claim the public favour for their products ; but since these 
products are wholly devoid of any quality except that of producing intoxica- 
tion, the liquors which command the highest prices continue to be those which 
possess some proportion of the so-called impurities, either because they are 
manufactured in pot-stills or because some proportion of pot-still liquor is 
blended with the silent spirit. Accorffing to Major Bedford, I. M. S„ the head 
of the Government of India Laboratory at Easauli, country spirits show very 
much the same proportions of “imparities” as the better brands of imported 
spirits, Wo ,, quote from pages 17—24 of his Boport to Alcoholic Liquors in 
India, published in liOG. Below a table showing tho relative proportions in 
which iusel oil is found in country and foreign liquors, he says : “ It will he seen 
frem the above that country spirits compare very favourably with imported 
and Indo-European sphits as regards the proportions of fusel oil present. We 
may take 400 parts of fusel oil per 100,000 as an ordinary figure for high class 
spirits, and reference to the analytical results will show that some of the finest 
qualities of brandy analysed exceed this amount. 96 per cent of country 
spirits contain less thau 400 parts per 100,000 as against 98 per cent, of 
imported and 97 per cent of Indo-European spirits. 'In the higher propor- 
tions present the percentages closely approximate.” 


In respect of fusel ml therefore country spirit is no worse (using the 
language of the patent-still party) than the best foreign sphits: in respect of 
all the aldehydes except furfural it is slightly superior. 


“ Country and Indo-Euiopean spirits in respectively 9 and 8 percent, 
showanmtiro ahsenco of aldehydes, while only in 1 percent. 'of im- 
ported spirits are they absent, igain 82 per cent, of imported spirits and 
68 per cent, of country spirit and 61 per cent, of Indo-European spirits had 
the very moderate proportions of under 23 parts per 100,000 and in tho 
higher range the difierences between the three classes are practically 
unimportant. Thus country and Indo-European spirits compare favourably 
on the whole as regards aldehydes with imported spirits. It is reasonable to 
suppose that the high temperatures prevalent ,-iu this country and tho 
pucrally faulty methods of condensation in tlio caso of country spirits 
favour the escape of aldehydes, in comparison with the conditions existing 
m temperate climates.” 


In ethers, which are described as harmless and desirable," country spirit 

oiily ill respectif furfural and 
J sfiows ioferioiity to the other, id so far that 26 per 

cent, of the samples analysed had over 10 parts of "furluial per 100,000, while 
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no foreign Bpitit liad morotkn 10 parte; and six samples of country liqnor 
compared ivith six wbialdes showed an arerage of 66 miUigrams of acidity per 
100,000, as against 62 in the whiskies. 

On the other hand, the comparison of country spirit with cheap imported 
liquors yielded resnlis which from the laboratory point of view are very 
unfavourable to the former. The analysis of 27 samples of sophisticated patent 
still liquors are thus summarised by Major Bedford (page 26) 

*' Acidiif—'W&i low in every case (under 100 parte per 100,000 of 
absolute alcohol), 

“iWe/tydfs.— 59 percent, had no trace of these; 10 per cent, had 
under 25 parts per 100,000; and in one sample the amount was SO'2 per 
100,000— a moderate amount in every case where present. 

“ i’wj/jOTf.— 90 per cent, had none or slight traces of this by-product, 
and of the remaining throe samples two had only r2 parte per 100,000, 
and the third even less. ‘ . 

“The above figures servo to indicate the patent-still origin of those 
spirits. j- 

"Fusel Oil.— il per cent, had under 100 parts per 100,0^0 ; 22 per 
cent, had between 100 and 200 parte ; 18 per cent, had from 200 to lOO 
parte; and 19 per cent, above 400 parte. The samples from Madras and 
Bomh.\v were all below 200 parte per 100,000, The only samples above 
200 parts were eleven from Calcutta : nine of which were deolaved to be of 
Gorman origin, and two were desoribed as rums imported from Jamaica. 

“ MefS.—U' per cent, had under 100 parts per 100,000 of absolute 
alcohol; 33 per cent, had between 100 and 200 parts; 19 per cent. had 
between 201) and 300 parts ; and 4 per cent, had between 400 and 600 
parte. These figures call for no special comment.” i 

24. It seems then that country spirit practically conforms jfo tlie standard 
of the most expensive European liquors, hut is very inferior tV the ohoapost 
foreign spirit from the patent distiller’s point of view. Ve do not fool quali- 
fied to make any pronouncement on the question at issue between the two 
classes of distillers; but may refer to Major Bedford's experiments’ with the 
various “impurities" and his remarks thereon, contained on pages 106—147 of 
his Report, as showing tliat laboratory opinion is nof unanimous in regarding 
the hy-produots of distillation as noxious in whatevoi* proportions thfey may ho 
present. On page 141 he says; “Eahutcau’s statement tliat the by-products 
rather than ethylic (i. e. absolute) alcoliol wore the specially noxious faotors 
in alcoholio liquors is not borne out by our experiments. 

"As regards Dujardin-Beaumete’s and Audije’s results, in general 
I agree that the higher alcohols, aldehydes and ethers will in suIBcicut 
amounts increase tlie effect of alcohol ; but I consider that in the compara- 
tively small proportions in wliich these hy-poducte are present in potable 
liquors the effect is too small to he noxious or of any praolioal importance. 
As regards their belief ' that the poisonous offeote of spirit drinking arc duo 
to the slow accumulation in the system of the by-products,’ attention can 
, only ho drawn to our oxporimonte continued for 10—16 days, in which 
• . larger amounts of by-produote have been taken (with and without alcohol) 
than have boon found by us to occur per imperial quart in any liquor and 
without any noxious results." ' 

As regards furfural (page 14i) 

,, “Bqks'of furfural far greater than any over found by us iu potable 
' liquors ^er impeiial quart of 60' U, P.) were administered in single doses 
and continuously for sorvoral consooutivo days to men without noxious 
- results.'?, Even when more' than those maximal amounts of furfural were 
‘taken along with more than •• maximal amounts of tho other chief 
hy-poduotefwith and ivithout alcohol) for several conseoutive daysV 
different men, no noxious results ocourred." 

B 577-6 
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"The humane 
ever to be found in l^uoia per 
by many, possibly by mosC 
then would the amount of aid 
Tndifl, have any noxious effects.” 


as great as are 

quart of 60® U. P. can be taken 
without noxious results. Much less 
le average consumer in 


As regards fusel oil 

“Quantities of the various higher alcohols, greater than have been 
found per imperial quart in potable spirits, have been given, with and 
without alcohol, to men in single doses and also for several consecutive 
days, on the whole without any noxious results.” 

The experiments in fact seem to show that a certain proportion of by- 
products is actually beneficial, though Major Bedford does not think it safe to 
draw this conclusion. On page 146 he says : — 

"According to this table (a) pure alcohol alone gave noxious. results 
in 14 out of 68 eases (21 per cent.), (b) pure alcohol with by-products gave 
noxious results in 13 out of 85 cases (15 per cent.) 

“It would thus appear that alcohol alone is at least as deleterious as 
alcohol plus by-products. It might indeed be argued from these figures 
that alcohol alone is more deleterious ; in other words, that these moderate 
amounts of by-products are actually beneficial, in so far as they appear 
to favourably modify the action of the alcohol. I am hotrever by no 
means prepared to draw any such conclusion in view of the limited number 
0 ." human experiments made.- I do however consider that the above 
results show that the difference in effects between alcohol with and without 
oy-products is of no practical importance.” 

26. There is however so much scientific opinion in favour of the view 
that the wholesomeness of spirit depends on the elimination of the aforesaid by* 
products that it is open to anyone to argue that the Hamburg brandies and 
rums are m fact more wholesome than country spirit, and we are not in a position 
to say that so far as its physical properties are concerned the former is more 
deleterious than the latter. But there is one point of view from which it may 
disiinotly be said that cheap foreign spirit menaces more serious harm to the 
people of India than has so far been inflicted by country liquor. It is more 
seductive' and therefore tempts more to excess. Our evidence shows that 
foreign liquoris far more attractive to the native than country spirit. The 
mere fact that it is foreign and the beverage of the ruling race gives it a 
fashion, and the shapes of the bottles, the gaudy labels, the cobur of the liquor, 
the absence of strong odour and the agreeable flavours are attractions in which 
country spirit has no share. Moreover the craving for indulgence when the 
taste is once acquir^ appears to be much greater in the case of foreign than of 
country liquor. Tlus was illustrated in some degree by the demoralised indivi- 
duals who came from one of the mills to give evidence of their orgies ; but the 
Mst impressive evidencef is that of Mr. 0. Clifford, the Assistant Collector of 
^xcise for Khdndesh and Nasik. In his report No. W. K.— 3947, dated the 
loth January last, he writes : — 


4 - V, believe that foreign spirit is appreciably more deleterious 

to health than the country article j but it is certainly more demoralising. I 
am personally acquainted with several native gentlemen of the better class 
who me regular customers .of foreign liquor and have observed that the 
mptation to alcoholic excess is much more powerful where a taste for these 


li W V Y — iiuo nuuro cuuuii/ spirus are useo. 

^ ™ has a tendency to develop into an irresisi 

craving tor it ; the man who would he satisfied with his dram or tw 
country Hquot every evening is, when he transfers his affections to fon 

habit of drinkingatall hours of the 
a nf Ilia n halth, the impairment of his faculties, and the nes 

spinta would produce the same effects, hut the appetite for thelatter is u 



easily controlled and satisfied, and Mitnal intemperaueo among its 
consumers is comparatively rare. The great hulk of the oonaumers of 
country spirit in East Kkndesh, West Khdndesh and Kdsik are of the 
Eunhi caste. Many of them may be described as hard drinkers but I have 
‘ never yet met one Tvho is so completely a slave to the drinking habit as are 
one or two of the native gentlemen above referred to. A Kunbi may drink 
hard, and yet attend to his fields and bo a useful member of society. Eoreign 
spirits too often reduce a man to such a condition that the satisfying of his 
appetite is his whole object in life. Even among the Bhils,' a notoriously 
hard drinking raco, I have not yet met the habitual drinker of tho type so 
common in European countries.” 

And in his oral evidence he says 

" Eoreign spirit is put up in mote attractive form than country spirit. 
Its lahols and its colouring appeal to tho eye ; its flavour pleases the palate. 
Tho country spirit is a stimulant; nothing more. Its pungent sniell and 
disagreeable fiavonr are against it. Even those habituated to its usO gulp 
it down with closed eyes and twisted features as one does a draught of some 
unpleasant medicine. The foreign spirit on tho other hand offers on 
allurement to each of the senses of sight, taste and smell. It is not necessary 
to bolt it liko a potion. It makes more enjoyable the evening dram of the 
Xnnbi who can afford to indulge m it ; and renders more pleasant the 
means to the grosser end of the Bhil, Mahar, &c. Sentiment enters to some 
extent into the question of the attraction of the foreign spirit. Many prefer 
it simply because it is foreign,” 

If tho natives of this country most have spirit of some land it is obviously 
in tho interest of temperanoe to confine them as fur as possible to their national 
liquors which do not tempt to excess ; and in the sense that foreign spirit does 
tempt to excess, and if made as cheap and accessible as country liquor would 
probably produoofar more drunkenness and demoralisation tkn now exists, we 
hold that it may bo conadered as likely to prove the more injurious of tho two, 
and therefore needing all possible restriction. ( 


Conclusion, 

26. To avoid the oonsequonces anrioipatod in tho above passage it should 
be the policy of Government to raise the price of the cheapest foreign liquor to a 
point at which it will bo beyond the means of tho lower classes of natives. 
This is far from being tlie case now. The invoice prices of the cheapest spirits 
landed in Bombay (ex-duty) have already been given in our answer to question 
III and vary from Is. 2d. to Ss. 9d. Tho retail prices in the City of Bombay 
can he seen from tho statement A appended to Mr, Smith’s report No. A. 0, 
B/2, dated the 12th Decombor 1908. Eorlbo bottle of (nominally) eight drams 
we find Eine PaleBrandy and Jubilee Brandy (40® U. P.) and ooloured rectified 
•spirit (16®>50® B. P.) selling at lie. 1, while the same spirit and rums and 
brandies of 20®-26® B. P, strength sell at Es. l4, and strengths of 15° B, P. at 
Efl. 1-6 and Es. 1-8, The table appended by Mr, Kelly, the Head Gauger, to 
' his answers to our questions, shows that the cost price of an 8 dram bottle of 
any patent still spirit reduced to 50° B. P. strength need not exceed As. 10 
pies 8, and if of 16° B. P., Es. 1-2-2, taking tariff and town duty into account ; 
so that it is only the high license fees that, in the face of tho keen oompetition 
now existing, keep foreign spirit at oven the low-prices we have quoted. The 
' highest price at which mhowra spirit of 20° B.-P. and toddy spirit of 25° U. P. 
are sold per bottle of 8 drams in Bombay is Es.’l-4 so that in the City foreign 
and country spirit may be said to sell at the same prices. In tho Mofussil where 
nothing bolow 16° B. P.may he, sold,' the range of prioesof the various brands 
of foreign sphlts of that strength is from Es. 1-6 upwards in places liko Poona 
where there is competition, with slightly liighor prices elsewhere. Here foteign 
spirit cannot com|)ete with country liquor to the same extent as in Bombay, lor 
, the liighest presotibcd maximum price per bottle for oountry spirit of 25° U. P. 
is Ea l-2>0 (in Poona) and in most of the districts it is below Ea 1. But con- 
sidering the difforences'of strength, it. is clear that in those parts of the Mofussil 
like Poona where oouniiy spirit is dearest and foreign spirit oheapost tho latter 
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i, tomtag -m, mt oompotifion »iih tk. Jm*. lie aol™! di«®;o« in fc 
Si«,nf;cm48piiiUi26"TJ.P.allkl-2«ndf(ragn.prat of 16 U.P.at 
JBs. 1-6 is less tlian 2 annas, taking tlie strengths into account. 


We consider that Government should aim at rendering it iraposable for 
any foreign spirit of a strength of 15“ TJ. P. to be sold at much less than Its. 2 pr 
bottle of 8 drams, either in Bombay or the mofussil, a price wliicli when united 
with the fixed minimum strength which we recommend below, would either put 
foreign liquors beyond the purses of ordinary natives, orcothpcl them to drink 
it in very small quantities. 

27. As regards the measures to bo adopted to this ond ono would ho to 
raise the tariff duty per proof gallon on spirit generally ; hut it would require 
an enhancement of about Es. 3 on the present rate to effect the desired ohjeot, 
and the superior brands which there is no occasion to penalise would be almost 
taxed out of existence in order to inflict some penalty on the inferior ones. 
One witness, Mr. Millard, suggested a graduated scale of tariff duty rising 
according to the cheapness of the spirit; but such a measure would ho easily 
defeated by false invoices. It woifld, no doubt, be piaoticahle to have a higher 
rate of duty per proof gallon on spirit imported at overprooE strengths than is 
imposed on spirit coming out at under proof strengths, and such a measure 
would proba% inflict little harassment on the trade in superior brands owing 
to the small quantities of these which come out ovorproof for reduction in 
India. But a tax of Rs. 10 on ovraproof spirit while it would raise the price 
of the undenatured reotifled spirit of 70“ 0, P. required for drugs and medicines 
from Es. 2-1- j to Es. 3-2-0 per bottle, would not necessarily cause a material 
rise in the oost of the liquors intended for drinking. The overproof imports of 
these would no doubt cease altogether, but as spirit of a degree or two under 
proof can be sold at Is. 2d. per gallon or praetioaEy as cheaply as overproof 
strengths, it has been calculated that the change would not necessarily raise 
prices per bottle by more than ten pies. Unless therefore the Government of 
India is prepared to raise the tariff generally, for which however the fluotuating 
increases of tho last few years would not seem to afford justification at the present, 
moment, the means of increasing the cost of patent still Equor must be sought 
in measures of excise rather than of customs. 


23. In order to consider what excise measures can be taken to the above 
ond it is necessary in the first place to set out the existing regulations and 
restrictions on foreign liquor and to compare them with those on country spirit. ’ 

The import, transport and sale of foreign spirit in this Presidonoy are 
under the following regulations; the import duties being imposed 'by the 
Government of India under the Indian Tariff Act, 1804, while the other 
matters are regulated by the Local Government under sections 9-13, 16, 17, 19, 
80-34 of the Bombay A'bkari Act, Y of 1878 


Import— All spirit and all wine containing more than 42 per cent, of 
proof spirit imported from foreign countries by sea, pay a tariff duty of Es. 7 
per gallon of London proof. 


0 

0 


Por imperial gallon. 


Other sparkling wines 
' Other still wines 

Liqueura ... „ „ 10 v v 

Beer pays a duty of 2 annas per imperial gallon. 

Spirit, _ wiM and beer manufacture m India, e. g., Shahiehanpur n 
iSLasnimr wine, Dapun beer, which are treated as fm-eiVn iTniinrc TWIT flifl fa 
rates on import, or if locaEy 
of manufacture. 



trs.S"? -foreign liquors Which have paid- duty may 

transported withrat restriction throughout the Presidency, and exported from 

♦ 1 , “'‘y section 16 of the A'bkari Aotl be soli 

Worin-SSof “■“‘L*® bm, aid 
iouowm„ IS a ust ot the forma of hoensfi at present in force in the Presidency 
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lictm in fm h Smhj dig. ' 


1. THiotole (No. T) 

2. BeM''oii"{No.VI) ... 

8. Eelail "on” (No. VII), Priviltged 


„ „ ,) Unprivileged. 

k. BeEreslimcDt Toom (No. II} . 


6, Hotel (No. 1] ... ... ... 

G. PerniAnent Mreshmeni eiall (No. HI) 

7. Temporary stall (No. IV) ... ... ... 

JAuma in font in ih Mofutil 

1. Bctail "oQ” license (No. 1) ... ... 


2. License tor ktels, oidinnr; refceslunent n) 0 mB and 
tnveltecs’ bnngatoirs (No. 2) 


Fee. 

Mimmnm. Mnimna 

Bs. Be. . 

,. 100 . 300 

I. 100 nil 


minimum 
Be. 40(1. 


Assessed on sties, 
minimuin 


400. No nutximnm. 
100. Do. 


Assessed on sales 
betrreen a mini- 
mnmofBs. 100 
end a madmnm 
of Bs. 1,200. 

Assessed on sales 
rritb minimum ot 
Bs. 25 toe hotels. 


3. Bsilvaj Tetresbment toom license (No. 3) ... Assessed on sales. 

4. Short term license (No. 4)... ... ••• Bnpeooneperday. 

5. Dining car or reCreshment carriage license (No. 5} ... Assessed on sales, 

The lioenee fees assessed on sales are assessed at approximately— 

Bs. 1-8-0 per doxen bottles of spirit. I ■ 

Bo, 1-0-0 per 6 dozen bottles of wines. 

Be. 1-0-0 pot 8 dozen bottles of beer 
in the Mofussil. 


In Bombay it is proposed to assess them in future at— 


Be. 1-0-0 do. do. of wines. 

Be, 0-8-0 do. do, of beer. 


The sale of foreigin spirit may not be eombinod with' that of _ country spirit 
cither in Bombay or the Mofassil. It is proposed to fix the miaimum strength 
for whisky and brandy sold in Bombay at 25" U. F. and for gin at 35” U. F. ' 
Li the Mofussil no such spirit costing less than Bs. 2 per bottle may be sold of 
a lower strength than 15® U. F, 

There are no wholesale licenses in the mofassil corresponding to the whole- 
sale licenses issued in Bombay under whioh not less than one dozen quart bottles 
can be sold in any one transaction. 

The closing hour for all foreign liquor shops in the mofassil is 9-30; but 
refreshment rooms may keep later hours on special fees. In Bombay the Wrs 
are as follows:— 


Wholesale sod retail off 
Bctail on ... 

Bcfreshmoiit rooms -.q 
Hotels ... ') 



9.30 r.H. 

11-30 r.u. for let class shops and 
9-30 ?, u. for 3nd class sbops. 
9-30p.li, 1 Later hours are allowed 
12 midnight / - on speoialfoes. 

Half nu hour after the dose of the 


' . ■ porformauco, 

. i’ in Bombay hy the Collector in consultation with’ 
the Commissioner of Fplice* and in the'distriots by the Colleotors with the 
preTions sanction of MOommissioner of -'A'bkiiri. ' No foreign liquor shops ate ' 
put to auction in the n^|assll: ' In Bom%, howerer, the retail on lioonsos uie 
■nS77-6 
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diTided into two classes: privileged and non*priyileged. Privileged licensees 
are those who by an old concession possess the right of renewal during life, 
subject to payment of fees assessed on business for triennial periods subject to 
a minimum of Ks. 400 for shops closing at 9-30 p. m. and of fis. 503 for shops 
closing at 31-30 p. m. As these privileged licenses lapse the shops come under 
the unprivileged class. Pot this class the licenses are put up to auction and 
sold to the highest bidder for a period of one year with the privilege of renowal 
for two successive years on fees equal to the bid. The upset prices for these 
shops are the same as the minimum fees for the privileged class. 

In contrast with the above tariff country spirit of the highest strength sold 
in the mofussil (25°U'.P.)i8 taxed at rates varying from Re, 1 on mhowra 
spirit and from annas 14 pies 4 (plus tree tax) on toddy spirit toRs, 44-0 and 
Bb. 3 per gallon respectively in different districts : the highest taxation being 
that imposed in Poona. In the City of Bombay where country liquor may he 
sold at strengths of ?0°, 26° and 60° TJ. P., the taxation is Rs. 4 per gallon on 
mhowra spirit of 25° R. P. and Rs, 3-0-0 (pins tree tax) per gallon on toddy 
spirit of the same strength. The other strengths are taxed at proportional rates. 

While foreign liquor is thus taxed more heavily than country spirit it is 
on the other hand subject to somewhat less restriction. Country spirit mav 
not be sold nniier any oircumstaoces without a license, nor transported 
without a license in any case except thst of transport by a purohaset within a 
prescribed maximum, which is ordinarily one gallon. In addition the country 
spint licenses contain oettain provisions regarding keeping minimum quantities 
of liquor in stock and using vats and jars of prescribed size, &o for storage 
which are not found in those relating to foreign spirit. ° 


ILeoommeiidatious- 

29. Under import we can only, for the reason already given, repeat tl 
recomraenda ion of the Excise Committee in Chapter VII of their repw 
(paragraphs 130 and 181) that the course of imports should he watohoil wit 
a view to a further enhancement of duty when necessary. The reoommendatioi 

the presoriptiou of an 

mstt otjiuahty apenodipal examination is necessary of all imported liquor 

S not aunt ru Ti ® otherwise undesirable ' 

SltiTT ^ “y tbo reply of tb 

Obeimcal Analyser to Government No. 176, dated the 28th Jamiarv printe 

Sim r® letter from the Collector of Bombay asking foi Kii 

Si ‘r ^°tUes of Hamburg spirit sentio him for anaE 

aslstfl* whether the Bombay laboratory could give any valuahl 
oo3SdS.w.“'““^®“^ no other S elrts wh 

anparentlv be Moreover some standard of purity mus 

that seems imnossilil!^*^ A® f®'!? j controversy on the subjeo 

and ald"yd“Cou hpS SfS the mere presence of. volatile oil 

andCXS S, o“t of the marke 

ideal aimed at bv Iib mi nT®? ^ ®*?^“sive possession. This is actually thi 

Tould heextrLeV repSSlfihtSfl”^'? ^^t 1 

those of refined tasLl i!iri no ^cjwity of consumers (including al 

foretosuSffraciSl^^ ®Pthem. We are unable there 
tionscome into existenoa whinf wn ?! Committee until the condi 

'Ketul. In the case of winfl^in™®»‘^-f“®^® f praotioablo and 

Department should report i® that the'Oustomi 

Excise AdministSi^Ci?-^® for the purposes oi 

strength may be kept imderohsOTraSn^Lu?H® to inorease oi 

t^e^xmseDepartment under the*^^^^^^^ 

m the pmsent^system^by^whi^® !!®’^® for recommending any change 
the uholesale to the mS vei^ ^®' ^t is transport from 
Jadistanoe. To Mquira IS L Tni o either kind to Ltomers 
he Excise Department wi^ the means of “ doubt provide 

m means of oblaimng statistics useful for the 
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assessment of fees bn sliops but there is no reason to beliere that present fees 
are unduly low for want of them, ond the Excise Committee in piragraph 110 
of their report, have recommended , the abrogation of such restrictions on’ 
transport as exist in other provinces. . , 

31. .Between import and vend coma the important operations of reducing, 
colouring and battling, operations which have hitherto practically escaped 
supervision in this Presideney. As m^ht have been expected some of the 
Indian tradcm e,vamlnod by the Committee are aitainst the iatrodnotion of any 
effective supervision now; bat the majority of oven the noa-ollicial witnesses, 
including Mr. Pattersod (No. 6) the represetitativo of the Licensed Yiotnallera’ 
Association consider snoli supervision nooessaty except perhaps in the ease of 
“ first class firms which have got the confidence of the Collector.” The’ Excise 
Committee have also dealt with this question (piragraph 116), and have e.vpre 3 sed 
the opinion that even if the spirit minipulatod is itself innoouous the ossehoing 
and colouring require strict control They consider th^t the most satisfactory 
arrangement would he to require all such operations to be ooiidiiotcd in Customs 
bonded weroliouses at the ports of import, and elsewhere (if allowed at all) 
under the siipervi-ion and control of a responsiblo otiicer. In this Presidency 
(unlike lower Bengal and Madras) no esssoncing or compounding is permitted, 
and as our inquiiies have elicited that there is practically no import or sale of 
essences, bojond such os are used in confectionery, there is no reason to believe 
that illicit ossencing is carried on to any appreciable extent. It is only, indeed, 
in regard to plain rectified spirit that any scope lor cssencing occurs, for all 
other spirit whether hottled or in bulk comes out already sophisticated; but the 
customor for this kind of spirit appears satisfied with the colour and flavour that 
ris imported by burnt sugar, and in many cases he is ready to take the spirit' 
without evon that, The ease therefore for control is less strong in Bombay 
than in the other maritime Capitals. Wo aro of opinion, novertheless, that 
control should bo introduced : firstly to guard against malpractioos not alluded 
toby the Excise Committee (such as frauds on consumers by mixing different 
qualities of spirit, and giving false descriptions of the liquor sold ),(!md secondly 
as an indirect means of raising the cost of tho cheapest kinds. Wo tiierefore 
recommend that an excise warchouso or warchomos should bo established in 
Bombay in which all reducing and bottling of spirits and wines shouU be carried 
out under the control of tho Collcotor of Bombay. We tiiink that the super* 
vision can thus bo more effectively done than if the operations are oonducled in 
a Customs warehouse under the Collcotor of Customs; and thore are obvious 
advantages in having a single control over liquor during all its stages 'between 
import and retail vend. As regards the question of exemptions we haVe a 
anggestion from Mr. Millard (written replies to questions) that manipulation in 
a Government warehouse should only bo enforced on liquors invoioed under 
certain prices ; but this opens a door to evasion by false invoices. We do not in 
fact think that any reduoing or bottling by traders should bo free from excise 
supervision, and wo think it desirable that as a general rule these operations in the 
case of all firms should bo carried out in Government buildings. It is ■ only ia ‘ 
the event of a dillloulty about accommodating all in a single warehouse that we 
think that any concession should hfl’ made to partieular firms. In such a case 
firms "possessing tho confidence of the Collector” to use Mr. Patterson’s phrase, 
might ho allowed, to bottle in separate godowns of which tho Collector woidd 
keep tho keys, under the same excise supervision as would ho exercised in the 
Government warehouse. Ko reducing or bottling should he allowed in the 
Mofussil, whore no proper control is possible, ■ Effective supervision of those 
operations in Bombay would involvo the employment of a wholo time supervisor 
on not less than Es..300 a month, with a competent staff (bosidos rent charges), 
and all tlio cxtra expense so iayolvod should of course come out of tho pockets 
of the traders concerned. Tormission to reduce aud bottle should bo granted 
only to firms haying a wholesale license (EormV). The present form of 
that license provides in clauses 10 and 11 for the payment of extra foes for 
( 1 ) botlling and (2) blending and compounding; , It appears however from a 
letter of the Opllootor No. A.-4040, dated the 2lJth August 1908, that no avowed 
blending or dompounding (».e„mixturo of spirits of "different strengths and 
qualities) exists in Bombay and that by those terms he moans reducing and 
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colouring. If blending does not exist in Bombay it is not desirable to encourago 
it by recognition in the licenses, and the processes really meant should be 
called by their proper names, Wo think that the fee for bottling should be 
fixed and moderate— say Bs. 100; and that reducing as a practice which it is 
most desirable to discourage, shondd be subjceted to a separate fee of not less 
than Rs. 200. Colouring should be treated as a process of manufacture, (which 
it legally is), and prohibited, The mill-hand who seeks to intoxicate himself 
on spiriU of wine should not hare any temptation added in colour or flavour ; 
and if the prohibition in Bombay leads to the addition of colouring matter 
in the country of exports the ehange will be in the direction, however slightly, 
of dearness. 


32, Another print regarding rectified spirit may be touched on here. It 
appears to be a practice in somo retail on shops for the shopkeeper to keep a 
cask of the plain spirit at O.P. strength and to dilute it into bottles or glasses on 
demand of tho customer. This will florae to an end with the prohibition of 
reducing except in a warehouse, but to prevent nnpotable strengths being sold 
on draught from casksit will bo necessary to fix 10“ II.P. or somo suitable figure 
as the maximum strength to be allowed for liquor from the wood. The oustomer 
may of course'dllute at pleasure. 


33, Another point which may he dealt with in this connection is 
the regulation of the sizes of bottles. This is a matter of great difficulty, for 
the reputed quart, commonly called a bottle, may vary between 26*64 oz, 
or 8 drams, and 20 oz. or little over 6 drams, and the reputed pint varies in 
much the same degrees. It will be contended that all these variations in size 
are aceompanied by variations in price ; but there can be little doubt that much 
fraud 15 practed through them on unintelligent customers. The fact that/ 
trade practice in Europe recognises ail these varieties may make it impossible 
to put an rifrctive check on the import of bottled liquors in undersized bottles : 
but the establishment of a holtling warehouse in Bonibay ought to make it 
possible to rebate the sizes of the bottles to he used by local bottlers and 
Kfl ® comprised in statement A of Mr. Smith’s report 

® SO far to protect the class of customers 
refail off rf ^ ^ ° "'^0 observe that clause 6 of the new 

Sw yi) “ds.lhe sales of any but 


SL! 7 recommend that at least in the case of snirits 

elsewlicre The sail of flSs or anvthto^ blrtCl 2 ^ 
^opJbi,dt^ugb.t India 

fors^rij “iofmum strength 

howuvet is only ^forced when tKoS soll^ 

minimum frr Bombay thouWi It n ^ ” under), but no 

andof35“B.P.forJnhSbi.on^Sli®1^ gio 

rcstnclions elsewhere in India” buffi 

ot_ a strength of 25“IJ.P. (cwont “ f^'^our 

minimum tor general adoption!^ ^ ^ ^ “® » suitable 

Ibo evidence taken hv tlH m HrftftlSnHlI.. * I _ 


1'“"! f'jat the object of the high limit Muor direct from Bombay 

runted and afford a elroSZl^ for the districts is being 

be City at an early date. To rawe iHo 9 °" n minimum strength in 

liiUo?hi®‘ eu4 to 111 t. important reform 

i'>'‘‘o.atraduce the rame Unfit in at less lU ItoH-O, 

otussU for the sake of uniformity would 
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le a retrograde step, and in places like Poona would at once bring tlio cheapest 
,Mnd of foreign spirit into, competition with country liquor on almost equal 
■teim To reconcile the claim for uniformity in the City and the Mofussil 
(which is important to the tradem for the reasons given hy Mr. Uustomji 
No. 31), we would recommend that 25” U.P. should be fixed for spirit in general 
{oscludingginandoertain,]iqu8urs)butthatl5“U.P. should be fixed for all 
spirits soiling retail at Es. 2 or less per bottio of 8 drams. There appears to be 
no good reason why this rulo sbonld not be adopted tbrongbout India ; and' we 
suggest that it should bo recommended to the Government of India in 
connexion with the proposals for a universal standard. > 

•So. ■ In view of the statoraonls of Messrs. Pandit (No. 5) and Clifford 
(No, 23) regarding the oonsmnption of Eau-de-Cologne as a drink it is desirable 
to make some remarks here on the manufacture of perfumed spirits in Bombay. 
Licenses to manufacture perfumes from rectified spirit of wine are granted in 
Bombay on a fee of Be. 1 to 13 chemists, and a license, without fee, is granted 
to one individual to manufacturs Eau-de-Cologne by distillation in theEddar 
Distillery. Tlio licensed chemists carry on their operations on their own 
premises, and are not under the necessity of keeping any accounts for the Excise 
Department. The spirit may not be sold at a strength of less than 34° O.P. ; 
hut there are no other conditions prescribed for rendering it nnpotahle, and 
therefore apparently all that a purchaser need do to make it drinkable is to 
dilute it with water. As we have reason to believe that these spirits are already 
being drnnk to a considerablo extent, and any material increase in the price of 
foreign liquor will tend to stimulate the practice, we strongly support the 
suggestion of the Excise Committee (paragraph Il6)t1)at their manufacture 
should he brought undor supervision in the proposed warehouse, and would add 
tho further recommendation that tho lioense fees should ho made suhstantial 
If tile habit of using them as drink is discovered to ho general it will he neoes- 
eary to consider whether there should not be some regulation for denaturing 
the spirit in order to render it unpotabk 

30, Coming to licenses wo have already indicated certain pejuts in which 
the wholesale license (No. T) neods amendment. In addition it ought to contain 
a clause prohibiting the use of essences, no less than of colouring, for if section 
14 of the A'hkdri Act read with the definition in section 3 (11) has hitherto been 
hold not to include colouring and reducing it may equally be interpreted not to 
inoludo essencing. 

Tho now retail off licenses for Bombay and the mofussil do not permit 
'drinking on tho premises; nevertheless tho JJomhiiyEorm (No. YI) no less than 
the new on license for Bombay (No. VII) incorporates the condition regarding 
closing or wiring back doors and windows whioh is intended to disoourage secret 
' drinking, This provision however doos nut exist in the Mofussil retail off 
license, where it is at least as ncoessavy as in tho corresponding lioense for 
Bombay, and we recommend its insertion tliorc, Prohibition of sales to minors 
recommended by the Poona Temperaneo Association (Nos. 14 and 16) already 
exists in both retail off and on lioonsos. Another proposal of tho Association 
that credit should not be allowed on retell off sales of loss than one dozen bottles 
quite impracticable. Snob a provision, applying to overy wine merchant in 
the Presidency, would ho an intolerable grievance to the large class of oustom* 
ers who need no protection against thoir omi extravagance. ' 

37, Tho question of lioenso fees for rotail vend is controversial. The 
Excise Committee (Chapter Vil) recommend for retail off shops fixed fees on 
the follmving scales 

(1) Eor small towns ... Bs. 60—100 

,i larger . ... ... „ 260 ' 

„ provino^Iiead-quarlots ... „ 500—1,000 

„(2) Eor retail on'shops a mnimum of Bs. 100 por monsom, without 
■maximum. . 

(3) Eor hotels 'and refroshmout-rooms minimOi of Bs. 26, 100 and 
'400 for the three dosses of places mentioned above with separate licenses 
and fees for bars and for off sales, 
a 077-7 
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38. Taking the retail o0 eliops of tke Mofussil first, tlio Bomhy system 
nntil the current year was one of assessment on sales Tritliout any limita lo s, 
Sut of U 1,200. The effect of his s).tem was to 

briM in much larger fees than would result from the plan of 
OommS. In the smallest towns possessing foreign liquor ahop> the 
fees ate often no doubt no higher than they would bo under the Committees 
scale, but in the prosperous Mofussil towns which would fall nndcr tho 
Committee’s second class nith a fixed fee of Ks. 250, the foes actually ran^d 
from that figure to Ks. 2,085 in 1908-09 and a large number exceeded Ks. 500. 
To take one example from each diyision of the Pre.eidcnoy, in the loona 
district the fees for the Committee’s two lowest classes together averaged 
Ks 670; in the Dhdrwdr District they averaged Ks.620 and m the Ahmed- 
abad District Ks. 48i. In proposing fixed and comparatively light fees 
the Committee aimed at seenring respectability in tho business, \\ o are of 
opinion that such respectability already exists to tho required dogi'ce, and that 
the obieots to be aimed at are tho reduolaon of foreign shops to the smallest 
possible number and the raising of tho price of foreign liquor to tho highest 
possible point The light fees of the Excise Committee would cause Collectors 
to bo besieged with applications for tho establishment of such shops in every 
town, and if such importunities prevailed, as they undoubtedly would in tho 
lonf run, all the evils witnessed in Bombay from the competition of innumer- 
able shops selling at the lowest possible iiricc, would begin to prevail in the 
Mofussil. The Poona Temperaneo Association must have lost sight of this 
aspect of the case when they advocate low fees on the ground of taking away 
the temptation to push sales. The resulting competition would restore the 
temptation (if it was ever lost), and tho effect of the present high fees in keeping 
prices up would he lost. Wo therefore recommend no change in Die present 
system of assessment except the abolition of newly introduced maximum and in 
order to discourage the maintenance or tho opening of foreign liquor shops in 
villages, we recommend that a minimum fee of Ks. 100 should ho fixed for the 
Mofussil. There are now about 26 shops in various districts whicli pay less 
than this, and they could probably all bo spared with advantage. Tho fees on 
hotels and refreshment-rooms in the Mofussil are also assessed on sales, .and 
appear to be adequate. There will be no retail on shops there from tlic 1st April, 

39. Before discussing the application of the Excise Committee’s scale of 
fees to Bombay City it is necessary to advert to the classification of the shops 
given in the introduction to this report. The characteristic of Bombay is the 
large number of shops that hold two different licenses together. Thus tliero are 
only 12 solely wholesale shops, and 35 solely retail off shops, and all these latter 
are grocers and chemists. The wine merchants, European and Native (32 in 
number), who do retail off business, generally take out a wholesale license as 
well. Similarly, all the "on” shops (iS) also do "off” trade, and even the 
refreshment-rooms (about 40 in number) also hold off licenses. As explained 
by Mr. Hatch in the note aceompanyii^ his printed report No. A-7191, dated 
the 20th January last, the general principle is that fees are based on sales or tho 
magnitude of the business, with the exception of the combined retail on and off 
shops, which (when non-privileged) are sold by auction for tliree years. It is 
these 48 combined on and off shops, and the bulk of tho 40 refreshment-rooms 
which are doing the chief mischief in Bombay and therefore they may be con- 
sidered fii^. If the shops were treated under the Excise Committee’s scheme 

® ^ fee of Rs,500 for the off sale and of 

jfe. 1,200 lor the on sale, total Ks. 1,700, At present, as Mr. Hatch shows, the 
20 non-pnvileged shops pay average fees of Ks. 1,337 and the 28 privileged 
^ops foe? of Ks.^ 769. The Excise Committee’s minima would pro- 
bably kill a large proportion of both ; but no fees deliberately calculated to kill 
the business cau be applied to the privileged shops (since this would be equivalent 
V? gnarantecd lifo tenure), and this again somewhat hampers 
r nonjnvileged shops whose custom would then be largely 
however, that the auction system both as 
unsuitable to the liquor trade and as yielding fees in many cases^far below the 

Ewcoe °f f®®s assessed separately on the " on ” and "off ” 

businesses should be introduced with suitable mfema. W, wo th J, 
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in tbe first instanoe,' be Es. 800 for the “ on ” business and Es. 3D0 for tbe " off ” 
business. For the privileged shons the minima might bo Es. 500 and Es. 200 ; 
and wlien all these latter have fallen in by demise, etc., the question of raising 
the minima to the figures suggested by the Exoise Committee can be taken up. 
The retreshment-rooms in the Native town, which Mr, Hatch describes as 
“practically mere liquor shops”, m%ht be treated in the same way as the 
non-privileged shops. The fees assessed on them at present average Es. 895, 
but the minimum is Es. 500 and it will he no had thing if a higher minimum 
causes some of them to disappear. The bondfidi rofroshmenkooms, like tlioso 
of Morenas, Comaglia, etc., appear to bo quite liighly enough assessed now j hut 
we do not recommend that the principle of assessment on sales or, at least on the 
scale of the business, should be departed from in any case. It does not however 
follow that detailed accounts for the benefit of the Excise Eepartmont must he 
kept in all cases. ^ 

The 82 shops doing a combiad wholesale and retail oil business pay 
the low, average of Es. 576 with a minimum of Es. 226 and a maximum 
of Es. 2,500. In these, as in all other cases of the kind, there are two 
licenses given on the one foe. In future the fees should be discriminated with 
a minimum of Es. lOO for the wholesale license (plus tbe extra fees for 
reducing and bottling wlien practised) and a minimum of at least Es, 300 for 
the retail off. As several of these shops now pay nearly double the Excise 
Committee’s maximum of Bs. 1,000 we see no reason why that maximum or 
.any other should be introduce. The fixing of any but an extremely high 
maximum will enable large businesses to undersell small ones, and tempt some 
small businesses to coalesce into lai^ ones to escaj^ separate fees ; and all this 
will conduce to that cheapness which it should bo the object of Government to 
check. 

The last class, of shops that sell retail off arc the grocers and chemists : and 
the average foe is Es. 242. Some of these, no doubt, may do wine-business with 
.Europeans as an imi>oi'tant branch of their business ; but it may be assumed 
that others chiefly do business with iiersons who would not care 'to deal with 
avowed wine-moiohanls j and there is no reason why this class of traders should 
he treated with any leniency. TFo think that a minimum of at least Es. 300 
should be enforced hero also, and that licenses should not he granted as a matter 
of course. The licenses.now in question arc quite distinct from those granted 
to chemists for the sale of methcated articles containing less than 42 per cent, 
of proof spirit. 

Wholesale licenses may continue to ho granted at Es, 100 to SOO as rooom- 
mended by the Excise Committee. It is desirable to reduce the number of 
persons who hold these licenses merely for the privilege of reducing and bottling } 
but this will doubtless result from the extra foes to bo levied on those operations, 
which when practised will bring the minimum cost of the license up to Es. 400, 
if our proposals on tho subject are adopted. 

Hotels contribute vcry.littlc to tho sort of drinking witli which our Com- 
mittee was meant to deal, and we need only remark that tho reoomniendaf ion of 
the Excise Committee that there should be additional fees for bars and for off 
sale is being carried out in Bombay. In tho oaso of new hotels or hoarding 
houses calling themselves by that name bars should not ho allowed as' a matter 
of course. The Bombay rules should be adopted for the Mofussil hotels wherever 
bars and oft sales ate permitted ; but these should be discouraged in the future 
ns they have been in tho past, 

40. Tho usual closing hour for rolail off and the 2nd class retail on shop.s 
in Bombay is 9-30 p, ra.} but tho 1st class retail on shops are allowed to keep 
open till ll-aO wiithout extra fee. As both classes appe.iI to much tho same 
kind of native customers there is he reason for perpetuating this difference ; and 
at should ho abolished as fast as the privileges of tho privileged shops, and the 
terms for which others have been sold by auction, permit. When this oeours 
tho closing time for all 'Should 16,9-30, or whatever hour is presoribod for 
country liquor shops; and if there are grounds for extending it in particular' 
, cases a late closing fee should be ehavged, es in tho case of hotels and rofrosh- 
ment-rooms. But such extensions ought not to he allowed to refi’eshmcut- 
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M, In lie tnta I.M wUdi 4. jBotiffllly fc WB bu^ ffl ttaM ra 
shops. Sees of Es. 350 for exteDaoa up to 11 P. m. and of Ea. 150 for each 
addHional hour or fraction of an Lour seem auitaUe. 

The closing hour for all foreign liquor shops in the Mofussil is 9-30 p. m. 
Here, also, the hour should agree nith that preacnbed for country liquor shops 
k the same place, Extensions for hotels and bond fide rofreshmeuwooms may 
he granted on the same terms as in Bombay. 

41. In conclusion, ve would draw attention to the advisability of reducing 
the number of foreign liquor shops as far as possible. The foregoing recom- 
mendations will tend to that result in some degree, and in the Mofussil the 
recommendations of the local committees appointed by Government Eosolution 
No. 10429, dated the l3th October 1908, have already, as we understand, led to 
the reduction, immediately or with a year’s notice, of a number of foreign liquor 
shopsin various toivns. Eor the Mofussil, whore the total number of foreign liquor 
shops is on the whole moderate, it will probably be sufficient if the policy of 
reduction where shops arc already excessive is suppleinentod by the principle 
that new shops should never ho sanctioned except in places where there is a 
sufficiently large population neither Hindu nor Mahomedan to afford full 
custom to the shop. In Bombay there appears to he considorablo scope for the 
reduction of shops, more partieulMly among the 88 that do_ “ on ” sales, whether 
as shops or as refreshment-rooma Owing to the vested interests which have 
been created in the past and the auctions for long terms which have been 
in vogue, the Ward Committees appointed for tho City by Government Bcsolu* 
tion No. 12937, dated the Slst Heoomber 1907, havo boon imahlo to do any- 
thing material in the direction of reduction; but if Gorornmont accept our 
recommendation that the auction system should bo abandoned, reduction can 
begin from an early date, and it might be impressed on tho Ward Committcos ■ 
that the reduction of shops that sell cheap foreign liquor to the lower classes of 
Indians is even more desirable for the reason we have already given, than the 
reduction of country liquor shops. Indeed, it may bo said tbot any drastic 
reduction of Oountry liquor shops which would raise the price of that spirit 
above that of foreign spirit (for it is oompetition that regulates the price of 
country liquor in tho City) would be a misfortune from the tomperanco point of 
view 5 and therefore oare shmtid be taken that the campaign against country 
liquor is carried out pan possB with coivesponding action against tho foreign 
shops calculated to prevent any tranrfer of custom from tho former to tho latter. 
Tliere must also he room for some reduction of the retaU off" licenses (other than 
those held by on shops), which now number G7. Ordinarily, chemists and 
pooers should not be allowed to sell liquor, though some large and old estab- 
lished firms may have established a sort of prescriptive right to the privilege. 
It should be restricted, as far as possible, to these, and not granted, as a matter 
chemist or grocer who asks for it. This is a matter with which 
the Collector can deal. Whether material reduotion can he effected in the 
number of other shops holding retail off licenses is one that may properlv engage 
the attention of the Ward Committees. No vested interests recognised by 
trovemment bar tho u’ay here to early reductions; but wc do not of conrso re- 
commend drastic measures that would throw numbers of persons out of their 

means of bvelihood without notice. 

A. C. BOGAN, 
Chairman. 
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MINUTE OE DISSENT BY Da. A, POWELL. 

I legret that my colleagues' views of the lolative delotoiiousness of diluted 
neutml spirit and country liquors are opposed to mine. 

My personal ohsorvatious as Police Surgeon and Surgeon to the Coroner 
in this City as well as my ohserrations when in charge of large numbers of hard 
drinking coolies compel mo to form an emphatic opinion ^at country spirits 
are more deleterious than the diluted neutral spirit sold under the names of Bum, 
Brandy, &c, 

Had I known further evidence on this point was necessary, I would have 
called as witnesses unprejudiced persons who have opportunitaes of observing 
intoxication caused by bo& classes of liquor. 

Eor instanco I have asked Inspector Einan, for many years in charge of 
the Police look-up. His opinion and that of other officers is unhesitating mt— 

(1) Hen drunk on foreign liquor recover much more quickly than those 
drunk on oountry liquor. 

\i) They have less head-aoho and rfidness of eyes on recovery. 

' (3) Their condition causes less anxiety. They have less frequently to bo 

removed to hospital. 

(d) They are more cleanly. They do not vomit and defecate on the floor 
so often os those drunk on oountry liquor. 

Another Police officer of ton years’ service in the Oity could offer no opinion 
as all the drunkenness he saw was caused by country liquor. 

This endorses the evidence given by Mr. Hatch that ho never saw drunken- 
ness in the foreign liquor shops, while he saw much in the country shops. 

During my twenty-one years in India I have met with many oases of 
death from acute alcoholic poisoning, I cannot recall one duo to cheap foreign 
spirit. 

I have at hand the records of inquests hold by the Coroner in Bombay for 
the last eighteen months only. There are only eight deaths from acute alcoholic 
poisoning. All eight wore due to oountry liquor!” None to foreign spirit, either 
cheap or matured. It may be argued that the number is too smw owing to the 
relative quantities of country and foreign spirit drunk by the natives, but on the 
other hand two of those poisoned were Europeans, of a class among whom 
' country liquor is seldom drunk. 

In Eastern Bengal it is a common practice for coolies to periodically ask 
for three days’ leave to get drunk. Their objective is not to please their palates 
hut to hocome quickly and comatosely> drunk. My experience was that with 
country liquor three days was all too short for recovery. Their work on the 
fourth day was most indiffeiont. Their heads still ached and they frequently 
sulleied from diarrhoea. 

I have supplied these same coolies vrith cheap German neutral spirit in 
sufficient quantities to prodnee a state of equally drunken ooma, but they 
recovered next day, and that without the risk of diarrhoea and death which was 
by no means unfrequent with country spirit. 

The witnesses who supported my views before the Commisrion were mainly 
importers of foreign spirit who can hardly be considered unprejudiced. 1&, Hatch, 
Mr. Knvorji Darasha, Dr, Johnson and Dr. Mann who all support this view 
appeared to me almost the only witnesses who based their opinions on persouaUy 
observed facts. ' 

The majority report quotes k favour of its conclusion the evidence of 
Ifr. Clifford. Even ho says ” I do not believe that foreign spirit is appreciably 
more deleterious to health than the country article: but it is certainly more 
demcralliing.” The facts ho adduces, in support of his demoralising theory 

n 677-8 
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plainly stow iLo fallacy of his deductions. All those who heoauie demoralised 
bv foreim liquor and gare way to oontinuod ‘'drinhng at all hours of the day 
were “na'ive gentlemen of the better class.” He contrasts these “ one or two 
native gentlemen” with the Kunbi and the Bhil who drink country liquor and 
that only intermittently; The 'fallacy is obvious that the poor man can ^only 
drink when he has accumulated sufficient money for a spree. Poverty and the 
necessity for work compel him to remain sober in the intervals. _ Not so, the 
native gentleman of means.' Ho has no master to elude or restrain him. His 
wealth is sufficient to supply him continuously with drink of any kind, country 
or foreign. Ho chooses the latter as he finds it has less deleterious effects, 
jir. Clifford further waters down his opinion by adding “ the occasional indul- 
gence in foreign spirits by the labouring classes certainly does them very little 
harm. What effect the continual use of foreign spirits would have upon the 
constitution of people of these classes I have Iiad Mle\pr no opportunity of. 
■ 'mg." 


In support of Mr. Clifford’s viou's— based on little or no experience— two 
reputed drunkards were produced. I do not think my colleagues placed any 
greater reliance on their evidence than I. Such as it was, the moat striking 
statements of both were that though formerly addicted to foreign liquor they 
had given it up and returned to the country article— thus conquering the 
“irresistible craving” wliioh Mr. Clifford anticipated, 

One of these expert drunkards expressed the opinion “country liquor is 
worse than foreign spirit because the very smell of it makes your head spin.” 

Any other evidence adduced in favour of country spirit was seldom if at all 
baaed on personal comparison of observed facts, but was most often an opinion 
based on a priori reasoning that country liquor must be better as it is made 
under Government supervision. As -o. type of such “evidence” given by 
witness after witness may be quoted that of Mr. E. P. Jehangir ; “ I am decidedly 
of opinion that the cheap imported liquors are more harmful than the country 
liquor distilled under the supervision of Government officers. The former cannot 
yjossiWyie pare, while there is a reasonable guarantee that the latter are so.” 
The staternent in italics is contrary to fact. The relative purity of the two 
classes of liquor has never been impugned by any competent chemist. I need 
hardly point out that in England and Germany where this cheap spirit is made, 
official, excise and hygienic, supervision is at least as strict as in this country. 
Major Bedford has been quoted at length in the mnjoiity report, but I tliink his 
remarks on page 16, paragraph 23,* refer to the higher class European liquors 
and are beside the subject. 

I would point out that W3 do not find among Major Bedford’s numerous,, 
experiments a single one in which the comparative effects of neutral spirit and 
country liquor were |ried on man. Qhe majority of his physiological experi- 
Tnents were with inffividual chemically pure by-products. 

. .Jts striking chemical difference between country spirits and cheap imported 
spirit IS the large amount of aldehydes, including furfural, in country spirit, 
i^jor Bedford says " tho results of my analyses of tlie cheap imported spirits 
snow that aldehydes are in the main conspicuous by their absence When he 
comes to discuss the phyaologioal aotion of aldehydes we read “ it was impossible 

8^7®“ Kv the mouth as 

TTp produced ’’. He tliereiore had to injeot it subcutaneously. 

action of aldehydes on the stomaoh or when injected 
wonnits" , and causes vomiting or large sloughing 

“involiInfarJ^j f “marked general paralysis," " general convulsions," 

Bay Wleast desirable that such 
a prouuct should be “ conspicuous by its absence 

mente^* capoot, however, be settled on chemical or laboratory experi- 
thePohee. can be noted by the general medical practitioner and 


•Migwity report. 
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•All oritninals and mdoring persons in tliis city snspected of lunacy arc 
placed under my observation. It is impossible for me to offer direct evidence 
of the cause of insanity in mosii oases. The relatives in many oases attribute the 
'insanity to indulgence in country liquor. A more definito fact is this many 
■persons charged witii offences appear before the Police and Magistrates in a 
oondition that justifies the latter in sending them to mo for observation and 
report, under tlie impression that they are insane. I find many of these are not 
insane, but in a condition of prolonged intoxication or temporary insani ty induced 
by drugs from which they recover in the course of the week. 

Most of such cases are caused by hemp, many by country spirit, hut I have 
met with none due to cheap imported spirit. 

I am impressed hy this observaiion as owing to bis offensive breath the 
country liquor drunkard should ha mote easily detected hy the Police, and if 
similar cases on the border line between insanity and intoxication existed to any 
extent among cheap foreign spirit drinkers, a larger proportion of them would 
be sent to the lunacy observation celK 

' This corroborates the statements of tlie officers in charge of the look-up that 
country spirit intoxication and its after-effects are more prolonged than those 
arising from cheap neutral spirit. 

It is common knowledge that a raw pot-still spirit is more injurious than a 
matured spirit. The most ardent ohampion of the pot-stiil will admit that nn- 
matured pot-spirit with the feints and foieshots added is more deleterious than 
an equivalent quantity of neutral spirit of similar ago and dilution. 

Country spirits are all made in pot-sdlls: they contain a greater quantity of 
“ impurities ”, neither the foreshots nor the feints ate removed j they are drunk 
raw without any maturing. ' 

I agree with Major Bedford's conclusion “there is every reason to believe 
that in the light of the information now available on the subject, they (cheap 
foreign spirits) are at least no more injurious in their effeoU, and from this 
point of view also there would appear to bo no case for intoriorenoe.” 

Eecommendalions, 

It will be obvious from tbe foregoing I would prefer to see any proposed 
restrictions placed on country spirit as well as, if not more strictly than, on 
cheap neutral spirit. I think the introduction of patent-stills and the compulsory 
rejection of feints and foresliots from country spiriis desirable, I should be 
sorry to see any spirit, foreign or country, made more accessible to the consumer, 
hut as long as they are of thoir present character, I see no hygienic grounds for' 
preventing the less deleterious neutral spirit competing with the more hartnful. 

The “seductive " character attributed to foreign spirit it is alleged depends 
to a certain extent on tlie gaudy labels. 

Bcgulatlon labels might bo issued to remedy this or a tax levied on 
coloured labels so as to enhance the price of the liquor. 

I am not in favour of fixing tbe minimum strength at 15 ® TJ.P. The 
deleterious efleote of alcohol arc largely enhanced hy its concentration. As the Puneiapli si 
native usually drinks Ins spirits neat, I consider it advisable to present them to ^ 

. him well dilated. 


■ nth AprU W09, 


AETflUR POWELL. 
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EEPOETS OE ASSISTANT COLLECTOES OE EXCISE AND EISTEIOT 
COLLECTORS EBLATINO TO CHEAP EOEEIGN LIQUOR. 


No. of ISOS-OG. 

Excise Depahimhit. 

Bomlay, iMh Beomler 1908, 

Erom 

S. D. SMITH, EsQrmE, B.A, 

Assistant Collector of Excise, 

Bomky; 

To' 

The COLLECTOR oe BOMBAY, 

Bomky, 

Sir, 

With reforenco to paragraph 2 of Excise Commissioner’s No. 7078, dated 
the 24th ultimo, I have the honour to report as follows 

2. The different kinds of foreign spirits which arc imported into Bombay 
for the express purpose of being diluted and sold to the natives are as noted 
below !— ' 

(1) Bcctifiod epitit. (4) WIiiEky, 

(2) Run. (5) Gin. 

(3) Brandy. 

Rectified spirit is imported in two strengths, vis, 40° and 6S° 0. P., rum and 
brandy at 40° 0, P., whisky from 8° to 10' and 30' 0. P., and gin Erom 26° to 
80° 0. P, The first throe are imported from Hamburg and Trieste and the 4th 
and 6th from Leith and Glasgow in Scotland. The largest importers and 
dealers in these spirits in Bombay are 

(1) D. 0. Oomiigar. i (3) P. 0. Shroff. 

(2) D.D.Baria. | (4) J, S. Mistry. 

These merohanis reduce and bottle the spirits themselves and also seE to 
retail merohants at overproof strengths, Eor the purposes o£ sale tlie over- 
proof spirits are reduced to varying strengths from 15° U. P. to 60° U, P. by 
the addition of water, and in the case of white spirit burnt sugar is added in 
order to give it the golden colour of genuino brandy and rum. In many oases 
the rum and brandy, which is exposed for sale at shops, is imported as rum and 
Wdy from Hamburg and simply reduced in strength by_ the addition of water- 
before being bottled. The prices given in the private invoices clearly show 
that they are derivatives from rectified spirit flavoured with essences and,, 
coloured with burnt sngai before being shipped from Europe. The favourite 
names under which diluted spirits are sold are given 
tooW tolr “ sWeJnek A attaohod to this report. Inferior 

brands of mm, whisky and brandy are also imported 
ready bottled from Europe. They are retailed at prices varying- from Es. 1- i-0 
to -Es, I-IO'O per quart bottle and thus oommand a fairly large sale in the 
market. 

3. Gin and whisky are imported from' Scotland from the firm of Barnard 
& Co. They are lednced in strength and bottled -(vithout the addition of any 
colouring inattor. The wliisky is labelled and sold as " Old Vatted Gallant 
Scotch Whisky ” and the gin as Barnard & C6.'s •" Old Tom." Barnard & Co, 
supplji their own special labels and capsules to tlie'importers in Bombay, Whisky 
and gin are also bottled under other attractive laheU. Tho latest quotations for 
the above spirits landed in Bombay are as follows 
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Eectifiod spirit 



... 40“ 0. P. 
68® 0. P. 

Price ler 
gallon. 

5. d. 

1 lOi 

2 4f 

Do. 

•M 


... 40“O.P. 

1 9 

Bum 



40“O.P. 

111 

Brsndy 



... SO® 0. P. 

3 10 

tyhisky 

Gin 

••• 

e«* 


... 30“O.P. 

3 11 


Inferior port wine is also imported andbottteaffi Bombay for sale totk 
nativefbut tbe trade in wine is not so eatensive as tbat m rectified spir^. 
Se to not lend itself to dilation to the exten that spint doe^ conseqmtly 
the limit of profit is very small. Any restrictions on the bottlmg o wine 
would probably result in this class of spint being imported ready bottled from 

Europe. 


4 As regards question 4, 1 have compiled a statement giving the names 
“ in full from the labels of all brands as sold to natives, 

* Exhibit A/l. the names of the merchants who supply them, also 

their hydrometer strengths and selling prices. Samples* of labels are also 
attached. 


I now proceed to deal with questions 6 to 8. 


Thepreieni consumption of foreign liguor, whether it tends 
to increase and what classes consume it, 

5. To any careful observer there is no doubt that the consumption of 
foreign liquor is on the increase. In statement B 
♦ Statement R Complete sales for 10 years aro given, hut 

the following figures taken from the statement speak for themselves : — 




ISOl-Do. 

1S0546. 

:90M7. 

iW4a 

Bum ... 

Biandy 

"Whisky ... ... 

BectiEed sprit ... 

Gals. 

6,660 

28,461 

36,689 

11,497 

Gals, 

5,901 

28,368 

47,125 

10,631 

Gals. 

20,016 

58,964 

•102,264 

12,177 

Gals. 

8,167 

65,956 

59,780 

20,856 

Gals. 

21,214 

60,165 

66,363 

11,993 


Turning to the figures of sales of country spirit in statement B/2 attached, 
55 . it will he seen that the variations in the annual totals 

* ' ' are small compared to those for foreign spirits. 

The salw have remained almost steady between 7 and 8 lakhs .of gaflons 
for all kinds. The present average prices of mhowia and toddy spirit are as 
follows:— 


^Ibowta spirit 
Toddy spirit 


AS. a. p. 

20'TJ.P. 1 2 0 per bottle. 
26® TJ. P. 1 2 0 per bottle. 


n which the cheapest foreign spirit is retailed ranges fire 

™rprising that foreign spirit with its gUtteri 
caL ^ “ 5 attractions is gradually replacing country liquor ? I ha 
V visitmg retail thops, and have also receivod reports from n 

linnni. tinw 

I™ regularly to a foreign liquor shop for their evening “ hrani 

railway sarvauta ai 

®tive artisans of almost all castes are the chief consumi 


*Kot printed. 
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of oleap foreign spirits. TJie opinion seems to be gaining ground amongst tbe 
natim that it is not disreputable to have a drink at a foreign liquor shop, 
consequently the country liquor shops are avoided, and the foreign retail shops 
freely patronized. Theieason seems to betliat foreign liquor is looked upon 
as the drink of the “-Sahdb Ifik” and tbe half-educated native evidently tliinka 
that there is nothing degrading in doing what the European does, even though 
such imitatipu leads him into undesirable practices. Eoreign liquor shops are 
as .a rule better fitted up and more attractive than the ordinary liquor shop, 
This is also a reason why the bettor class of native goss there in preference to 
the country liquor shop, There are other causes contributing to the increase 
in consumption which I will touch on in discussing question C. 

Whether my restriclmt on the sale of foreign Uqm beyond 
those note in force are desirable, 

6. ' Bestriotions as to minitnum strengths have already been imposed in 
all the foreign liquor licenses sanctioned by Government at the commencement 
of this year. The minimum strengths are 25° U. P. for whisky and brandy 
and 35° G. P. for gin, These restrictions will in some measure tend to 
enlumcq the selling price of cheap foreign spirit, but unless the import duty on 
foreign spirits is farther increased it would not entirely stop the oompetition 
Ween country and foreign spirit. The 16° G. P. limit at present in force in 
the mofossil is for oni purposes a more suitable one and better caloulated under 
present ciroumstanccs to ^eotually stop the oompetition between foreign and 
country spirit. ' Either the import duty or the minimum retail strength ought 
to be so adjusted that it would be impossible for auy retailer to go below 
Bs. I-IO-O or 1-12-0 per bottle of foreign spirit. 

7. The time has arrived, I think, for placing all redneing, bottling and 
labelling of spirits under strict excise control. There ought to be one large 
Government warehouse with a compartment for eaoh bottler. All liquor 
imported at overproof strength would have to he brought to this warehouse in 
the first instance, and then diluted and bottled under the supernsiou of an 
inspector. Bottling in private warehouses is liable to abuse at auy time and 
ought I am respectfully of opinion to he disallowed. 

8. The question of allowing proper and correot labels is also one of great 

importance. The majority of labels now in use, are without doubt intended to 
deceive the oustomer. Spirits essenced and coloured in Germany are reduced in 
strength and bottled in Bombay with labels hearing suob names as Charles 
Win & Co., Charles Bumby & Co., Jules Alfred & Co., Sp, Hatchet & Co,, 
Yinne Galle k Co., Bussee & Go. and A. J. Boss i!5 Co. As a matter of fact 
those firms do not exist; and the use of such bogus labels is perhaps 'the 
worst feature of .the bottling trade in Bombay. Eveijf consignment of 
Gorman spirit which is bottled is given a new glittering label, with the result 
that there are now hundreds of diiferent kinds of labels in Bombay affixed 
to so-called "genuine whisky ’’and "brandy” bottles which really coutaiu 
nothing else hut coloured rectified spirit. 'The public have a right, I submit, 
to bo protected against deception of this sort. In view of the opinion 
given in paragraph 116 of the Excise Committee’s report, it is doubtful 
whether tho import of cheap German spirit oould be entirely proMbited. 
Bor' many reasons it would not bo expedient to interfere with the trade 
to that extent, hut the Gepartment will have done a suffioient service to 
the public if it protects it against deception by bogus labels. It ought to be 
mMe a condition of all lioenses that none but labels approved and passed by, 
the Excise Department should be used for bottling purposes, Purthor the 
privileges of bottling and compo’i®^°S confined to largo and 

lespeo&le firms only. At present even petty retail shopkeepers dilute, bottle 
and label spirits at their own shops. Gnder the eiroumstaue'es, what guarantee, 
it may be asked, is there against all sorts of compositions being foread npon the 
market? 'Even if a suspected case is detected the ultimate appeal lies to the 
Chemical Analyser, who up to now has been able to affoifi very little help in 
unravelling the mysteries of compounding and blending. The addition of 
clauses to all foreign liquor lioenses prohibiting the use of esseuoes or suoh of 

m~io ■ ■ , 



tlicm as are Itnown to be liarmful is very necessary. At present tbe lieehses 
are silent on ibis point, possilily beeanse section 43 of the Abkari Act may bo 
invoked against persons slocking essences for admixture. It wuld be more 
businesslike to have clear proviaons in tbe license. 

Wkeiher correct description should he required as a condition of retail vend. 

9. My remarks about labels cover this question.' A correct trade 
description is more essential in tbe spirit than any other trade. Largo profits 
are being annually made by liquor merchants by passing oS patent still spirit 
under bogus labels for genuine grape brandy, malt whisky and molasses rum. 
Correct labels would in a great measure afford the public proper protection 
against deception. 

Whether the liquors described under {1) are more harmful to Indians 
than country spirit manufactured under supervision. 

_ 10. l^om accounts given in text-books on distillation there seems to be no 

primd facie reason lor supposing that cheap foreign spirit is more harmful than 
counliy spirit. The diflerence in price seems to be due chiefly to econmnv in 
manufacture and the cheapness and aloohol-produoing properties of tbe bases 
from which they are distilled. In view of the opinion reoorded in paraoraph 
116 of the Excise Committee’s report based on the result of Maior Bedford’s 
analysis of samples of foreign spirits, it would be rash for a layman to rive any 
opinion to the contraiy, for which he was not prepared to produce scientific 

_ Messrs. Oomrigav and Baria are the only merchants who issue regular trade 
pricelists. Copies* are attached. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir,‘ 

Tour most obedient servant, 

S. D. SMITH, 

Assistant Collector of Excise. 


• Kot iirliitoj. 




liioniBO Kamo iho Bottl<Y n Wholesale^ 
Ko, Merchant (UecD5oe). 


Wholesale 21erelmts, 

1 Ukerji G a w a s j i Fine Pule Brandy 

Umrigar, trading in Fine Palo Brandy * * * Supc- 
the name of Dbiinjiblioy lior Qnality, 

Cowa«ji Umrigar, Raja Brandy * * » Supmoi 
Quality. 

Old Brandy * * • Clmrles 15“ U, P. 
Pnulin & Co. 

JnbileeBrandy "Kaiaer-l-IIind’' 16“U. P. 
Superior Quality * * *■ (Queen 
Brand). I 

Jamaica Rum (Lion Brand), John 15“ TJ. P. 
' , Came.'on and Co. 

Old Jaraiuca Rum “ (The Pro- 25“ U. P. 
mier)/' A. Grabam and Co. 

Tariff Duty Paid Foreign No, 1 15“ U. P, 
Rum. 

Tariff Duty PaidForeign No. 2 40“ U. P. 
Rum, 

2 Dndabhoy Dajibhoy Fine Palo Brandy*'* * Fine 44“ U P. 

Bariai trading in the Quality (KaieeM'IImd). 

name of Dnjibnoy Dada- Fine Palo Brandy * * * Sharp 15“ U. P. 

bhoy Baria. Hatchet and Co. 

Superior Old Brandy * * * * 16“U.P. 
Sharp Hatchet and Co. 

Superior Old Brandy ♦ * « * 15“ U. P. 
Julee Alfred and Co. (Raieor' 
i-Hindl. 

Pino Palo Brandy * * * Jules ]8“U,P, 
Alfred and Co. (Orango and 
Groen Colonr latbel). 

Superior Brandy * * ♦ * Prince 15“ U. P. 
' Victor (White Label). 

Supoiiot Brandy * * “t Prince 44“ U. P. 
Victor (White Label), 

Pino Palo Brandy » * * * 16“U. P, 
• "Maliaroja Gaifcwar." 

Fine Pale Brandy * * * 44“ U. P. 

" Maharaja Gaikffar.” 

Vieux Cognac Fine Champagne, 16“ U.P. 
'Vinno GallenndCo: & 

44“ U.P. 

Superior Old Brandy * * Vinne 44“ U, P, 
wile (ConaminoAugcor Label). 

Superior Brandy, Selected Best 15“ U. P, 
Quality, Yinno Gallo and Co, 

Superior Brandy *'•■** Vinne 15“ U.P. 
Gallo and Co. 

Superior Old Brandy **** 16' U.P. 
Vinne Gallo and Co. 

Scotch Whiaky, Finest Quality, 15“ U. P 
Genuine Mountain Dow, Her* & 

nard & Co. 44“ U. P, 

Scotch Whisky, Fine Flavoured lo'U.P. 
The Old Vatted Gallanl, & 

44“ U.P. 

Scotoh Whisky, Fine Flavoured, 15“ U, P, 
The Old Vatted Guardian, & 

44“ U.P. 

Fine Old Vatted Delkione 16“ U.P. 
Whiaky Special Beserve, James 
Cooper and Co. (Pink Colour 
Label), 



0 12 For fiaska only. 


0 14 For flasks only. 


1 6 For flasks (Green 
Label). 


1 8 Reduced to 22“ U. P 
by adding raw sugar. 
0 14 Do. For flasks only. 
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STATEMENT A—eanlinnci. 



licciEO Kims of tho Bottler or WIiolceaTc 
^'o• Ucrcliut (liiccisco) 


W/iolesak3Iereiaiitt—(mtmici 

2 Dadabhoy Dajibloy Eina Old Vattod DoliciouB 15°U. P. 
Sana, itading in tbe James Cooper & Co. (Green 
name of Dajibhoy Dadn* Colonr Label), 
bhoy Bttia—eonfd, Old Scotch Wiisky " Highland 15® TJ. P. 

Club" Special Beserve, John 
Campbell and Co. (Bed Labels 
Ilorfo Brand), 

Old Scotch H’hisky “Highland 40® tl. P. 
Club“ Special Bcferve, John 
Campbell ami Co. (Green LabclJ 
Horse Bmua). I 

Old Scotch Ayhisky “ Crown I.*'® U. P. 
Blend" Special Beservo, George' 

Gordon (Bed Label). | 

Old Scotch Whisky '* Crorni 40° U. P, 
Blond" Special Besorvo, George 
Gordon (Green Label). | 

Fine 014 Jamaica Bum, John: 40° U. P 
Jaokeon and Co. 

Fine Old Jamaica Bum, Sharp' 15“ TJ. P. 
Hatchet and Co. 1 

Jamaica Bum, James Cooper 25® TJ, P, 
and Co. 

Fine Old Jamaica Bnm (Crown IS® TJ. P. 
Brand Label). 

Tarill Duty Paid Superior' 15® TJ. P, 

Quality No. 1 Bnm (BIncI & 
Label). 25° TJ. P. 

Tariff Duty Paid Superior 41® TJ. P. 

Quality No. 2 Bum (Bed 
Label). 

Finest Old Tom Gin, Bernard and 1 B° TJ P 
Co., Leith. & 

. 44® U. P. 

7 Jamsetji Sorabji Mistry. Superior Brandy *** (Qncen 15 ° U. P 

Brand), Busee & Co. 

Superior Brandy • • • (Uon 35® U. P. 
Brand). 

Cognao Dauphin Frorcs *** 15° U P 
(Anchor Brand). 

Jubilee Brandy (Gold Queen 40° TJ. P. 
Brand], 

Fine Pale Brandy (Gold Label) , 40® TJ. P. 
Oemnne Scotch Whisky, Fine 30“ TJ P 
Flavoured (Yellow Label). 

"Si) 

“KnestOld," 15® D P 

Co., Glasgow. ■ ■ 

^ed^Ol7**^^’ Specially Select- 15° TJ. P. 
- (White Label) ... 35° U. P. 
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STATEMENT A-mimel 


HI 

fimo of tW Bottlot or Wliolonlt 
Uotohimt (Iiicensce), 

fimndg. 

Stieiigtli, 

FiitsopcrQniit 

BotBc. 


t 

Wiolmle Merchtiti—conthiei. 


Qi 

IS 

Sotab Feslonji Shroff, 

Kne Pale Brandy * ♦ * (Queen 

60°^.^ 

1 2 


trading in the namo of 
P.C. Shroff. 

Victoria Brand). 

Superior Brandy Edward VII 
^g and Emperor. 

Pino Old Brandy (Eaiesr-d-Eind 

SO^U.P. 

1 2 




60'’U.P. 

0 12 



Brand], Gold Label. 

Tariff Duty Paid Foreign Spirit 

25'>U.P. 

1 4 



Dilated Superior Quality No, 1 

Sc 



» . 

(Bed and Blue Label). 

60'’U.P. 

t 

1 0 

8 

Dorabji Merwanji Erol- 

Pine Bum, Superior Quality 

Nil. 

m. 


mlla. 

No. 1 (Nelson David & Co.). 
Pine Bum, Superior Qualify 





No. 2, 



9 

Cowasji Sorabji Umri- 

Pine Palo Brandy * * * Supe- 

18“U.P. 

1 6 


gar, trading in the name 

nor Quality (Empress of India 




of Sorabji Cowasji 
Umrigar, 

Brand). 

Genuine Foreign Bum No. 1 

20«U.P. 

1 4 


Superior Quality (Bed Label). 
Genuine Foreign Dilated Spirit 

20’ U.P. 

1 4 




No. 1 Superior Quality (Blue 
Label). 



W 

Manebji Pestonji Baria . 

Pino Palo Brandy * * * * Supe- 
rior Quality (•Raiser-i-Hind). 

48“D.P. 

1 1 2 



Imperial Brandy * * * .-Supe- 

35° U.P. 

1 6 



lior Quality (Queon Brand). 
Diluted Spirit * * Superior 

48° U.P. 

1 1 

1 1 

t 1 

, 1 

1 

Quality (Eaise^i'Hind). 

Tariff Duty Paid Superior Qua- 
lity Dilated Spirit No, 1 (Bed 
IdbcQ. 

55'8°U.P. 

1 2 

19. 

Dotabsba Sorabji Mistry. 

Superior Brandy * * * * Henry 
Drogier & Co. 

Spirit Dilated Superior Quality 
No. 1 (Blue Label). 

IS°U.P. 

1 8 



35° U.P. 

1 4 



Spirit Imuted Superior Quality 

40° U.P. 

.1 4 



No. 3 (Bed Label). 

Spirit Diluted Pine Quality 

46-7° U. P, 

1 .2 



(White Label). 



37 

Manekji B. Patel ... 

Pino Pale Brandy * * # Supe- 

87-1° U. P, 

1 6 


nor Quality. 

Pine Pale Brandy ... 

43-5° U.P, 

1 4 




Superior Old Brandy * * * 
(Green Colour Label). 

43-5° U. P, 

012 



Tariff Duty Pud, Superior Qua- 

38*6° U.P, 

1 4 



IBy No. 1 Bum (Blue Label). 
Tariff Duty Paid, Superior Qua- 

4P4°U.P, 

1 2 



lity No. 2 Bum (R^ Label), 



3S 

Sbanutji Bustomji Sin- 

Pine Pale Brandy Quality No, 1 

45-6° U.P, 

1 4 


gata. 

(Blue Label). - 
Pine Pale Brandy Quality No. 1 

4S'8°U.B 

1 4 



(Queen Brand, White Label).' 
Spirit Diluted, S. Bneeo (White 

.26° U.P. 

,1 1 



Label). ■ _ 

Tariff Doty Paid Superior Qua- 

46° U.P. 

.1 2 



% No. 1 (Purple ^bel). 









BcDatb. 


IColomeS red rritli 
I bnmIiBagar. 

Does not bottle now. 


Colonied red \ritb 
burnt sugar, 

Do. 

FotdBBkBonl 7 . Colour- 
ed red rvitb burnt 
sugar. 

Burnt sugar used for 
colouring, 

Do. 


B B77-11 




STATEMENT ^—tontiuveS. 


Iilcense 

Ko. 


16 


12 


27 & 


Uergbant (LiccnKo)' 


Bai Avabai, iridow of 
Pestonji Hormasji 
NarielffnBo. 


Paldtji Nanabho^ China 


Bai Ebonbaij widow of 
Adciji Cowasji, Pare! 
Co-opeiatiTO Storoa. 

Sorabji Jehangir Kerra- 
wallo. 


Batonjeo Manekji Hotel 
walla, 


Bnnda. 


Se/raimni Rcom. 

Kne Palo Brandy * * * SupoJ 
rior Qoality (Victoria Qncon' 

Brand). 

Spirit Eiintodj SrMiior Quality 
No, 1 (Bed and lllue Label}. 

Mno Pale Brandy * * * Supe- 
rior Quality. 

Spirit Dilated, Pino Quality 
(Kaisci-i-Hind Brand). 

Pino Palo Brandy (Whito Qoldjl5'2“ D, P, 
Label). 


Superior Old Brandy ...pS’S® U. P. 


Pino Pale Brandy ••• N. P. 

Do. (Gold ■B’bile 2B®T).P. 
Label.) 

Tariff Duty Paid Dilated Spirit SO^H. P. 
No. 1 (Green Label) 

Pino Pole Brandy, Superior tM® TJ. P. 
Brandy). 

Fine Palo Brandy * * * (tVbitejSB’d® U. P, 
Label). 


Fine Palo Brandy * * * (Green] 
and Bed Label). 

Imperial Palo Brandy, Very 
Old***. 

Superior Brandy ♦** (Queen 
Brand). 

Diluted Spirit No. 1 .(Bed and 
Blue Label). 

Pine Pale Brandy (White Gold 
Label). 

Spirit Diluted, Superior Quality 
No. 1 (Blue Labri). 


3 


ManebeijiN. Mawa 
Gann Kesbav Paloler 

NavrciiDotabjiKataniin. 


Btrengtli, 


Price pet QaaH 
' Bottle. ' 


dO®U.P. 

25®U.P. 

40®U.P. 

20®U.P. 


, itensib. 


w®u;p. 
80'4»u.p 
44®U.P. 
24-8® U.Pj 

I 

49-9® H.P. 
47rU.P. 


First Class Foreign Selail, 

Spirit Diluted, Superior Quality 
(Bed Label], 

Spirit Dilated Pine Quolib 
No. 1 (White Label). 

Spirit Diluted (Bed and Blue 
Label). 

Tariff^ Duty Paid Fine Diluted] 
Spirit No. 1 (Blue Label), 


A^toBustomiiLaWa- Superior Qu^ty Diluted Spirit 


* * (Kaiser-t Hind Brand)!^ . 
line Pala Brandy, Supaatm 
Quality * * *, ' 


46® D. P. 

50»U. P. 
40®U.P. 

52-6® IJ.P, 

50® U. P. 

62-a“B.P, 

26®U.P. 


Bs. n. 
1 4 

1 4 

1 4 
1 4 

1 10 

1 8 


1 8 
1 4 

1 6 


1 4 
1 4 

1 0 
0 12 
0 10 
1 4 

1 4 

1 0 


1 4 

1 2 
1 2 

1 2 


1 2 
1 8 


Coloured red wit' 
burnt BUgar. * 


Colonted red will 
Englieb cochineal. 


For flasks only, 
' Do, 


Coloured red wifi I®' 
engar. 

Do. 

Do. 


"iCdlomed with ‘ 
J' sugar. 



STATEMENT A—eonfimed^ 


Lteiguo 

‘^anio ottte Sotticror Wbolcsalo 
Ucidiant CI<>ai!iui»]. ' 

Btaaie. 

1 

Strcngilis 

Prioopoi Quart 
Bottles 



Iin( Clou lonign McU ’ 
•— oontinned. 

• 

Eb. a. 

10 

Sabadco Bapnji Fadwal 
{and Samodhar Bapuji 

Pino Palo Brandy*** Supe- 
rior Quality. . 

44*1“ H.P. 

' 1 4 


Padwal). 

Tariff Snfy Paid Siluted Spirit 
No. l(BlnQ Label). 

So. No. 2 (E^ Label] ... 
Spirit Silutod (White Gold 
Label). 

Semi Clati Foreign Btlail, 

46*6 H. P. 

48-8'>U.P. 
50“ U. P. 

1 0 

1 0 

1 0 

1 

Sorabji Edulji Macbli- 
walla. 

Tariff Suty Paid Siluted Spirit 
(Blue and Eed Labole). 


1 2 

3 

Nawasbai, widow of 
Bustomii Bbicajt Snrti . 

Tariff Suty Paid Foreign Supe- 
rior Emu (Blue and Green 
Labels]. 


1 4 

6 

Manootii Jivanji BalH- 
walla. 

Spirit Siluted Superior Quality 
No. 1 (Blue Label). 

Spirit Siluted (White Label) ... 


1 4 

1 4 

8 

Constantino Scqnrira ... 

Tariff Suty (Foreign) Paid 
Siluted S^rit No. 1 (Eed 
Label). 

46“H.P. 

1 4 

, 9 

Pcstonji Eakirji Sidbwa 

Tariff Suty Paid Spirit Siluted 
Superior Quality No. 1 (Eed 
and Blue Labels). 

Spirit Siluted, Fine Quality 
(Kriseni-Hind Brand). 

44-8“ H.P. 

52'4“U.P, 

1 4 

1 2 

10 

Jamaeji Framji Umri- 
gar. , 

Tariff Suty Paid Foreign Spirit 
Siluted, Superior Quality 
No. 1 (Bed Label). 

60“U.P. 

1 1 

6 

Aspandiarji Temnlji 

Irani. 

Tariff Suty Pad Foreign No. 2 
Siluted Spirit (White Label). 

45“U.P. 

1 2 

' 12 

Bnitonji Adeiji Cooper... 

Spirit Siluted (White and 
Purple Labels). 

42-6“ U.P 

1 2 

14 

Motibai, widow of E. J 
Irani. 

Tariff Suty Paid Foreign Spirit 
Siluted Superior Qualiiy 
No. 1 (White and Green 
Labels). 

49-4“ U.P. 

1 0 

16 

Nowroji Aderji Cooper ... 

Spirit Siluted Fine Quality 
(Bed, Blue and White Labels). 

45“ U.P. 

•» 

1 2 

19 

Hotmuqi Shanjibhoj 
Mnlla. 

Tariff Suiy Paid Siluted Spirit 
No, 1 (Eed and Puiple Labels). 

42-1“ U.P. 

1 2 . 

20 

Anandibai, widow o 
Tukwam Sanibha} 

Morey. 

Tariff Suty Paid Spirit Siluted 
No.. 1 llnm (Eed and Blue 
Labels). 

46“ U.P. 

1 2 

22 

Byramji Cnrsctji Hotel 
walla. 

Supsrior Brandy*** (Horse 
Brand). 

80“ U.P. 

0 12 



Fine Palo Brandy •* * Superior 
Quality (Kaieer-i-Hind 

Brand), 

16“ U. P. 
25“ U.P. 

1 8 

1 4 



Fine Euni Superior Quality 
No. 1 (Blue Label). 

35“ U.P. 

1 1 


Benub. 


J Colonred witJi bnint 
Bugar. 

So. 

So. 


labels bearing tbe 
Initials of “P. B." 
as Bottler, Bombay, ' 
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STATEMENT A—meMei, 


Ucenao 

Ko. 

Kiqqo of tbe Bottler or Whtilcnlc 
j ATeiohant (UfleaBeo}i 

Banda. 

EtraiEth. 

i 

FricoroQDsn 

BotUa 

lIcmiiK 



Semi Gkit Foreim Belail 

1 

Be. u. 



1 ! 

— contiaae^ 




28 

Yasn Bspnji Fadml «•' 

Pitto Ma Brandy * * * Supc- 

44-1® U.P, 

1 4 




rior Qaality. 

TarifE Duty Paid Diluted Spirit 

46-6" D.P, 

1 2 




No. 1 (Blue Lay). 


! 




Do. No, 2 (Red Label) ••> 

47*7® U,P. 

1 2 




Spirit Dilutod (White LaM) ... 

60“U.P. 

1 0 


24 

,Edulji Bnttonji Mistry . 

Spirit Diluted, Superior Quality 


••111! 

Docs not bottle nerr. ' 



No. 1 (TOtfl and Blue 






Labels), 




26 

Piiojelia RtiBtomii Daru- 

Spirit Diluted, Extra Quality 

86-7®U.P, 

1 2 

Coloured ted rrith 


Tralla, 

(The Diamond Brand). 



Immt sugar. 

27 

Bhikaji Munckii Do- 

Spirit Dilated Superior Quality 

46-6“W,P, 

1 2 

Do. 


zcania. 

No, 1 (Bluo Label). 


1 

‘ 



Spirit DRnted, Pino Quality 

50»U.P, 

1 2 



1 

* * * (Kaiscr-i-Hind Brand), 




' 32 

Dosabhoy JBomaDji 

Coffnoe Fine Champogne Very 

30-3“ U.P. 

1 2 

Coloured nd rrith 


Miatey. 

Old Brandy * * *. 



burnt sugar. 



TarifE Duty Paid Diluted Spirit 

43-6®U,P. 

1 4 

Do. 



(Blue Label), 

i 



34 

Sadu Laauman Mayekar . 

Bum No, 1 (Bed Label) 

63'7®U.P, 

1 2 

Do. 

38 

MoDji Edolji Vasnna ... 

Spirit Dilated (Blue and White 

36“U,P. 

1 2 




Labels), ; 




35 

Nowroji Cowasji Wadi- 

Spirit Diluted No. 1 Superior 

46® U.P. 

1 0 

Coloured red mth 


tralla. 

Qaality (Bed Lay), 



burnt sugar. 

36 

Aimai, 'nidawotEamBba 

Spirit Diluted Superior Quality 

44® U.P, 

1 2 



Dossabboy. 

No. 1 (Blue Label). 




37 

JamEetji HoimuBji Cola- 

Tariff Duty Paid Pine Diluted 

e2-4®U.P. 

1 0 

Coloured nd nilli 


bawaUa. 

Spirit No, 1 (Blue Lay), 



burnt sugar. 

38 

AwaWy ^ o£ Soiobji 
Horpaas^i KavASAri- 

Spirit Diluted (White Lakl) ,., 

38-1® U.P. 

1 4 

* 


vaUa. 



1 

■ 

39 

Hirjibhoy Honna^i 

Baruw^a, 

Spirit Diluted (Blue Label) 

40® U.P. 

1 

1 3 
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STATEMENT B/2. 


Statement iUxeing the coxistimption of country liquor in the Town and Island 
of Bombay during the yean li:s98-99 to 1907-08. 



ToMj Spirit. 

Totals. 

25*U.P, 

Ettwlint 

25'n.l'. 

6ts*t;.p. 

a5‘W.P, 

GalSi 

Gnis. 

Gals. 

Gals. 

Gals. 

(17,081 

512,977 

63,941 

81,981 

700,880 

83,086 

489,809 

611327 

31,020 

671,503 

81,537 

459.200 

61,831 

84,175 

639,764. 

8S,573 

491,092 

62,604 

43,450 

685,720 

39,059 

363,039 

42,828 

31,432 

466,859 

89,661 

640,010 

65,113 

48,533 

743,349 

91,055 

£50,780 

65,597 

53,520 

760,962 

97,316 

592,187 

72,595 

49,609 

811,678 

85,965: • 

542,810 

76,142 

60,928 

754,843 

91,720 

570,777 

81,249 

57,646 

801,393 

874.671 

3,102,715 

662,561 

432,306 

7,062,165 


Yfani 


Scaarte 


;3 montlu 
osly. 
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No. 11269 01 1908. 


ftoni 


i 

J. J. S, liOEIMEE, Esqtsuie, 

Assistant Colleotor of Bsoise, Nortliem Gujarat ; 


To 


The COMMISSIONEE or CUSTOMS, 

SALT, OPIUM iM ABKAEI, 
Bombay. 


Camp TM, ISlh December 1908, 

i 

Sir, 


In reference to your Eo. 7052 of the 24th ultimo, I have the honour to 
submit herewith a list, marked A, of the designations, together with the labels, 
of the brands of the filieap foreign spirits sold in Ahmedabad, and the figures 
of sales for the last and current years of each suoh brand, and to report that 
the correot description of these liquors is rectified spirits, a large quantity of 
which is imported into Bombay, as will be found from the records of the 
gauging branch of the Customs Uepartmont, from Germany and Austria, 
ohi6fl.y by two firms, vis, D, C. Oomrigar and Co. and D. D. Baria of Bombay. ' 
The spirits cost, exolusive of freight, at the port of export about Is. Id. a 
gallon, and when flavouring essence of brandy or rum is admixed the price is 
enhanced by a penny or a half-penny a gallon. The low rate of the essences 
will of iiself indicate their inferiority. ■ In Bombay the two firms mentioned above 
break the strength of the spirits, which when imported is between 60° 0. P. and 
70° 0. P. by the addition of water— the strength sold is 16° U. P. in the mcfnssil— 
colour it with a burnt sugar solution, and label it Brandy or Hum. Wines in 
Ahmedabad are not sold very cheap. Only one brand, vis, that of John 
Cameron and Co., bottled by D, C. Oomrigar and Co, causes suspicion. I 
have doubts whether there is in reality a firm of the name of John Cameron 
and Co.; for if suoh a business house existed, the place where their business 
was conducted would be shown on the label ; its absence makes me believe that 
the label is a fictitious one and there is no firm of that nama The sales, 
however, are small and oall for no further remarks. 

2. In regard to question 5 1 should consider that there is a steady . 
increase in the consumption of cheap and inferior brands of foreign spirits as the 
figures in the attached statement will show. Most of the people of the higher 
classes, with the exception of the small orthodox minority, indulge in suoh 
foreign liquor. Brahmins, Banias, Jains, and some Mabomedans, also some of 
the lower classes, who, as moohauics or jobbers in mills, earn decent incomes, 
consume it. Its higher strength and consequently its better intoxicating 
effects, and its improved taste, coupled with the fact that it is of European 
manufacture, make the people consider that it is much superior to the locally 
produced mhowra spirits ; besides the general inclination of people of means to 
adapt themselves to foreign articles, or to acquire European tastes, leads them to 
the use of such interior kinds of liquor. 

' 3, It is in my opinion necessary (question 6) to impose cerlain restrictions 
on such cheap brands. The complete prohibition of thoir importation has not 
been considered deirable by the Government of India, nor has the Excise 
Committee or Major 0, Bedford, 1 M. S., recommended suoh a course. But 
the cost of such liquors landed in Bombay should be made heavier. The gain 
to the importer is derived really by the facilities offered to break the strengths 
of such spirits by the addition of water. This; I think, should be absolutely 
forbidden, and it should be made a condition of the license that the strength 
sWld be on no account reduced in this manner, nor should any colouring 
matter be admixed with the spirits. This would to some extent increase the 
cost of the liquor as double the amount of freight would be paid since the 
volume of the liquor would be lai^er owing to the strength being lower. It 
woifld then be possible to increase the cost and prevent importing firms salUp g 



the liquor so cheap. It ia, I helievc, ander contemplation to lower the standard 
of strength of liqaor which may bo sold in the mofmsil from 15° U. P. to 25" 
U. P, In this com ection I would beg to report that it would further ohoapen 
the inferior brands of foreign spirits, and it would k necessary to impose some 
further restrictions to prevent any competilion with country liquor. Should, 
however, the license contain a provision making any interference with the 
strength of spirits after importation, an offence, as suggested above, these cheap 
brands would gradually disappear from the market. 

4. The corroot dosoiiption of all liquor (question 7) should be indispensable 
as a condition of rrfail vend. The label does in many iustanocs deceive the 
•public, it certainly does in the case of the brands bottled by U. C. Oomrigar and 
Co.andD.D.Baiia. The labels indicate (hat the spirits are brandy or rum, 

. as a matter of fact the contents of the bottles are rectified spirits flavoured and 
coloured. Brandy is produced from grape, and rum from sugarcane or molasses 
but (lie brandy and rum sold in tlio shops are not the production of these bases 
and they, therefore, cannot he called such as they are, The purchaser has no 
knowledge about such liquors, and he is guided solely by the label, for be trusts 
its genuineness and ooiTOctncss. Tbo word brandy or rum signilies to him a 
superior European brand such as Europeans drink. A label showin" rectified 
spirits as brandy or rum is not only a gross deception, but-a false description of 
the real article. It cannot be, therefore, a honest label, and such attempts to 
hoodwink the public should be suppressed. 'Tbo public have a right to pro- 
tection and look to the Excise Department to prevent and expose snob frauds 
and I think every endeavour should be made by the department to help the 
public in this respect. Every label should bo honest and should sLifv 
oharly the real contents of the bottle, the country and place of manufacture 
and the name of the manufacturing firm. On two of the labels submitted are 
noted the names of firms wliicb do not exist, such as Charles Paulin and 
Co., and Sp, Hatehet and Co. (“ Sp." being abbreviated for "Sharp This 
may be a trick of the trade hut it is certainly not a genuine and i’honest 
label, ard licensees should not be permitted to use them. The fact of the use 
of such bogus labels shows that the manufacturers cannot guarantee the 
genuineness and purity of their arliolcs, and, therefore, permit their sale under 
lalSG colour* That alone stamps such brands as spurious, 

5. In regard to question 8 I should hesitate to answer it, because I feel 

tha mbowraspmts as manufactured in the stills in use at the distilleries 
contain, in accordauoe with the tests made, a quantity of copper which rS 
the spirits, if the tests are correct, rather unwholesome. Apart from this fact I 
consider mhowra spirits less harmful than the inferior rum and ' bran v S 
m he oieign liquor shops for the reason that we .know what the baSf m 
wuioJi tliat hquor is produced. “ 

have been sold as EdfSum iiL f spWts 

tbe public S by 

quaUty of tbe mferior brlk soldb^ tlim 

brands find a readv sSl So long as these 

■"'"“•r ” 5 “ 


^ I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


1 1 8, LOEIJIEE, 

Assistant Collector of Excise, 

. Northern Gujarat. - 




J. J. S. LORmEK, 
Assistant Collector of Exoise, 

OmpIalodJMDeernlefM, , Nortliem Gujnrft. 


s 5??-13 
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Prom 


Ko, A.— 1344 OP 1908, , 

' ■ ■ - ScEAi CoLiEOioa’s Ojpioe. 


, A. E. BONES, PsQOiKE, L 0. S., 
Collector of Surat; 


To 


Tee commissioner oe CUSTOMS, f 
SALT, OPIUM m ABKAEI. 


Otttnp Idrdi, Snd Seomkr 1908, 

Sir, . 

f 

In reply to your W38, dated 27tli November 1908, Have tbebonourof 
intimatiag that I do not think I could give any useful evidence before the 
Committee. But I may say that I believe that the eonsumption of foreign 
liquor by natives is steadily increasing. A month or two ago I received an 
application from a man id Surat City for permission to open a shop for its sale 
in a BLndu quarter, on the ground that a demand existed, On the 1st of last 
month Has having a whisky and soda in the refreshment-room at Lanawli 
Station when a native walked in— a man of the lower middle class, I should 
say— and astonished me by openly calling for and drinking off at least a claret- 
glassful of brandy neat. At various places during the post five years— places 
where the European or Parsi demand ^vas small or non-existcnt-I have found 
foreign liquor^shops doing a fair trade in brandy and whisky and occasionally 
other spirits, and have always been told that people bought them ‘ for medicinal 
use,’ let I do not know; tlmt the localities in question were notably unhealthy, 
Nine years ago I saw Hamhurg-manufaotured liquor on sale in Srinagar 
-{Kashmir), I had; as Collector of Sholdpur, more than one application for leave 

i 1 - T 1 __ rt.- J.I-- 1 /tl J »1 ! 


2, Under section 12 of the Bombay A'btdri_ Act a foreign liquor license® 
can obtain any amount of foreign liquor without a transport-pass. It 
might be worth while to watch and trace consignments of such liquor from 
Bombay to mofussil areas. I think it would, under existing conditions, bo by 
no.means difficidt for a dishonest licensee; under cover of an open if limited trade 
in good wine, beer and spirits, to carry on in his back promises ah illicit trade 
in cheap deleterious stuff. 

'3. With regard to paragraphs (5) and (8) of the notification referred to 
in your letter under reply, I would suggest Pen and Eoha (in Kolaba) and 
Pandharpur (in Sholdpur) as places in which enquiry might elicit some interest- 
ing information. • 


I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant, ' - 

A. R. BONUS, 
Collector of Surat, 


t 

fBeporf from the Assistant (Bkttor of Mxeise, Thdna and KoUba, 
lfo.l!A3S9ofl908.] 


No.T.-4329orl908. 


In resubmitting this I have the honour to state that the questions raised 
have reference principally to the state of the trade in foreign spirits in Bombay 
with which I have not been in touch for somq considerable time past and I am 
therefore not in a position to give any information or'opinion of value. So far 
as the districts of Thana'and Koldba are conoemod; the dealings in imported 
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spirits are exoeediagly limiled. 'to arc very lot^’ licoascd shops iii tho Thmm 
aSd in the Eoldba districts, and most o£ these are potty ones. A slatemont 
showing the designations of all the brands of cheap spirits and wines sold m th 
principal foreign liquor shop at Tliana as well as idio consnmp ion o eaolibrand 
during the year ending diet March last is suhwitfod herewith. Tho statistics 
liate boon obtained from tho licensco's accounts, but, as mil bo presently 
explained, these are not a corroct indication of tho volume of sales. It maj lie 
mentioned that ‘no bottling or blending is carriod out in any of the shops in 
either district. 


As regards questions 5 to 8 1 would report as follows 

Tho sales of imported spirits and liquors, though not considerable in 
my charge, indicate a tendonoy to inoroaso, The sales are principally 
amongst the middle class Hindus who consume intoxicating drinlcsin semi- 
privacy and whose taste is not sufficiently educated yet to enable them to 
distinguish between -tho genuine and spirituous stuff. Tho stronger the 
spirits tho more they appear to appeal to thoir palates, 

It is difficult to see what further restrictions on tlio sale of foreign 
spirits and wines are feasible or could ho enforced with advantage. I 
would, however, respectfully suggest that tho existing restrictions on tho 
transport of country liquor should bo applied to foreign spirits and wines 
to enable excise officers to obtain accumto statistics of consumption in local 
areas. At present a licen>.ed shopkeeper, say at Thilna, can understate 
the sales in his accounts without fear of dctoction, because tho exoiso officers 
have no means of knowing how' much ho buys fram tlio wholes lie dealer 
and bow much of it he retails at his shop. If he were required to obtain a 
pass for the transport of the oases ho buys, he would ho under the necessity 
of accounting for thorn at the end of tho year. Tliis uill not only enable the 
department to assess his license fee adequately but proouro for us reliable 
information as to o.\aot sales of each brand i ivith information on tlic latter 
point it will be easier than at present to doviso measures for cheeking tho 
consumption of the spirituous spirits, As things are at present, a lioensee 
may import a 100 oases into a district and may show 50 cases in his accounts 
of sales without risk of exposnro. 

It is presumed that by tho expression “correot description” as used in 
question No. 7 is intended to signify strength, place of manufacture, of 
bottling, blend, &c. I do not know that these particulars, if required, 
would serve any good purpose in tho motussil in present circumstances. 
In course of time, however, they might prove useful and might bo proscribed. ' 

I am decidedly of opinion that the cheap imported liquors are more 
harmful than the oountiy liquor distilled under tho supervision of Govern- 
ment officers. Tho former cannot possibly bo pure, while there is a reason- 
able guarantee that the latter arc so. Those who understand the difference 
would sooner drink country spirit than 'the imported stuff labelled as brandv 
and whisky. 


n. excise officers, shop-keepers and others who are 

a + 1 . ■ evidence before the Committee. The farmers 

th persons, hut they are not familiar with 


(Signed) K. P. JEHANGIR, 
Assistant Colleetor of Excise, 

Thdna and Koldha. 
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No. Am.— 1201 oj 1908. 

Omp jPackpr, iSth Seemier 1908, 

Copy foi'waTdedwitli compliments to tlie Commissioner of Customs, Salt, 
Opium and A'bldri, with reference to his letter No, 7052, dated the 24th 
ultimo. 

2. The statement referred to by the Assistant Collector and subsequently 
received from him is attached. ^ , 

’ i 

. . 3. The Farsis are also responsible for a considerable proportion of the con- 
sumption of foreign liquor in the district. There is at present no foreign liquor 
shop for Ddhanu and Umbergaon where a fairly large Farsi community exbts. 
A proposal to establish one was recently negaiaved by the Commissioner. 

4. One of the chief factors in the steady increase in the consumption of 
foreign liquor is the attractive manner in wbioh the bottles are labelled and 
capsuled. This attractiveness is generally in inverse proportion to the quality 
of the liquor. 

5. The undersigned is doubtful as to the advantage of regulating the 
transport of foreign liquor by passes, Such regulation would be mainly for 
statistical purposes. Its efficacy would be doubtful as in the absence of 
properly coniiolled dep6ts there would be no means of enforcing the regulation. 

G. ' The only way of restricting the sales of these inferior brands of foreign 
liquor wouldbe to impose a higher tariftrate on them and on the kinds of 
spirits from which they are manufactured in India. It is a question, however, 
whether such restriction is neoessary. Bum of the strength of 14*B° U. P, which 
is sold at Es. 1-4-0 a bottle, cannot but be a vile and deleterious compound. 
But at the same time the consumption of liquor of this sort is still 
STtiitH. *^6 classes which partake of these liquors are not as a nde 
given to excess. The intemperance which is so prevalent in this district is 
practically confined to the consumers of country liquor. On the whole there- 
fore these inferior brands of foreign liquor at present do little harm in the 
aggregate, though if their consumption wore to show any ’decided inorease and 
exhibited a tendency to spread to the lower strata of the population there would 
certaiffiy he causa for alarm. 

7. The underrigned does not wbh to give evidence before the Committee 
as he has no special knowledge of the subject, 

J. L. EIBIJ, 
Collector, Thdna, 
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£iilc. 


ipritsmi ww <‘'>‘1 
dmimisicikllmhey. 


Brandy- 


!. ('Fine Pale Brandy” 

* it * 

2 « (Picture «£ & Camel), MA in PiM<»i 
J). P. Batha & Co., Solo Agents m 

Bombay,” 

8 " * * r 

Medal printingilt, Honor Virtas Ml- 

tas Jale8Coadon&Co.,agnao,«!eotot 
eiptesslyfor Messrs. Nanoji Ardosoer 
and Sons, Sole Agents in Bombay. 

George Alfred Superior 
Old Brandy * * * 
Selected expressly for 
Messrs. NavroiiAjdaseer 
and Sons, Sole Agents 
in Bombay.” 

6. "Establisbed 1821, Comandon & do. 
A. Jarnac Cognno (Charente), Made in 
Fiance. Sdected expressly for Messrs. 
Navroji Ardaseei & Sons, Sole Agents 
in Bombay.” 

6. " So. Hatobet & Co. Pino Pals Brandy. 

« f * * 


Prifcdwed/fO* 

D, C. Oomrigar at Rs. IG per dozen j annnal 
Bale 56 dozen ; strcngtlr U'8“ H. P. 

D, C. Oomrignr nt Be. 21 F 
snlo 26 dozen J strengtli iS'O" U. P. 


D. C. Oomrigar at Rs. 21 per dozen ; annual 
sale 6 dozen ; strength 1 2 7“ U. P. 


D, C. Oomrigar at Rs. 21 net dozen ; annnal 

sale 30 dozen; strength WU.?. 


D. C. OoTitigar nt Rs. 23 per dozen ; annual 
sale 2 dozen ; stiengii 12 8“ U. P. 


D, D. Baria at Rs. 16.8-0 f dozen; annual 
sale 60 dozem. 



WMsty. 


1, “ Byety bottle gnaranteed equally pm 
The En(!OiB B hishy (The Double Dis- 
tilled). This Whishy is guaranteed en- 
tirely free from fusel od or other in- 
inrions snbetanoe the presence of srhiob 
inmostWluBldes makes them so dsn- 



2, "Vanguard ’’Old Scotch Whisky, Loyat 
Fraser {[Co, Glasgow.” 

3, '‘Geo, Hyde & Co. Old Highland 
Whisky, Registered Glasgow." 

d. " Scotch Whisky, John Ciabbie & Co,, 
Ld., Leith. 


D. C. Oomrisat at Rs. 21 ; annual sale 11) 
dozen ; strength W'S" D.P. 


a J. RFom nt Rs. 21 F 0®™ J 
sale IJ faea; strength 15'1° D. P. 

H. J, Rustem at Re. 21 pet dozen ; annual 
sale li dozen ; strength IfoO'’ U. P. 

D.C. Oomrigar at Rs. 21-8-0 ; annnal eale 
26 dozen; strength 13'1)* U.P. 


Bum. 


1. "Genuine Mauritius SuF'et Quality D.C. Oomrigar at Ral5-S-0F Gozen; 

Ho. 1 Rum.” sunual sale 88) dozen, 

2. "Tati® Duty Pai Superior Quality D. D, Baria at Rs, IB F dozen; annnal sale 

J^O'lBum,” ; 76 dozen; strength 14-8“ U.P. 



‘ Port ■Wine-Sherry Wiae. 

1. “ (Black LaW) Bottled by Dhunjibbcy D. C. Oomiigar at Rs. f-8-0 j aimual sale 

- Caivasji Oomrigar, Bombay." II dozen. 

'2. " Gonnine, S. Port Wine, Bottled by D, D, Bam at He. 10 pet dozen ; annual sale 

B.D.Bai'ia.’’ 24 dozen* 

3. “(Eagle on Anchor) Old Diy Sherry, D.C, Oomrigar at Es. 16 pot dozen ;annnal 

Produccl in Germany.'' sale 2$ dozen. 

4. “Quality Castle Palo Spanleh Sherry D.D. Batia at Be. 13>8-0; annual sale 

imported from Spain, 3 years old at the 1 dozen. 

' time of bottling. Bottled andGuatan- 

teedbyW.8sA.Qabey.” 

Ginger Wine. 

1. “ hlanufaehitod by Bernard & Co., Best D. C. Oemri^r at Be. 12 pet dozen ; annual 

' Quality, Leith." . sale 6j dozen. 

2. '' Manufactured by Bernard & Oo., Best D. C. Oomrigar at Bs. 12 pec dozen ; annual 

Quality, Leith." sale 4 dozen. 


Ko.T.4369oj1908. 

Submitted to the Collector in continuation of this office No. 4329, dated the 
4th instant. The accounts ace of the principal foreign liquor shop of the Head< 
Quarter town only as required by the Commissioner. 

■ E, P. JBHANGIR, 
Assistant OoUeotor of Escise, 

7lh decemler 1908. Thdna and Xolaba. 
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No. ¥.K.-3643 05 1908-09. 

0. on»P, Esquibe, . 

Bidse Assistaot Collector, Bidndesh and Nasik; 

The commissioner 05 CUSTOMS, 

, SALT, OPIUM .Asn A3KARI, 

Bombay. 


Cmp Jamlgaon, 9th Decmlcr 1908, 
Sir 

■ ’ In renlv to roar No. 7052, dated the 2itth November 1908, 1 hero the honour 
^ ^ ^ to submit a statement shomng the various brands^ of 
Descriptions of liquors sold gjjgap foreign wnes and spirite sold at the two foreign 
in foreign shops in j. j, Khiadesh. The list 

Dhnlin, West Khindesh. 2 . 3.0 or 

less per quart bottle. A Hmited quantity of the more esponsive foreign liquors 
■is stocked, but these are of well-known brands, and thoir title to be placed 
outside the category of the potato and other spirits referred to m Government 
Eflsolntion No, 118i7, dated 20th November 1908 (query A), is indisputable. 

2 . I have been unable to aseortain the estimated annual sale of each 
different brand. This information is not obtainable from the Account Books 
kept under the terms of the Poreign liquor License, nor tom tbe pnvato 
aeoounts of the licensees. It could have boon compiled from tbeir invoices bnt 

'r 1.- .1 Aa 4a sa 


8 . The brands of spirits which command the readiest sale have been noted 
in the margin of the statement. The following cheap brands of spirits, which 
appear to he of doubtful origin and wliolesomeness, am stocked at all foreign 
liquor shops in East Klidndosh, West Kbandesb and Niisik (excluding Railway 
Refreshment Rooms and Railway Co-operative Stores) 

Brandy— Elno Palo. 

„ Kaiser-i-Hind Brand. 

„ Empress of India. 

„ Camel Brand. 

„ Prince Yictor. 

Rum— Importoi Bottled by Oomrigar and Co., Bombay. 

It is these brauds wbiob are obMy patronised by native customers and 
upon the sale of which the lioensees depend for their profit. 

4. No bottling 01 blending tak^ place in any of the foreign liquor shops 
in East Khandesh, West Kliandesli or Nasik, 

6 . Permeated liquors and wims are patronised almost exclusively by > 
CosBimptiosof fernonici Europeans, Eurasians, and Parsis. I notice no consi*. 
liquors sad winos. derable increase in the consumption of these liquors. 

Tendency of the consuinp. 6 . The followii^ statement shows the oonsump' ' 
tion of foreign spirit to tion of potable spirits during the years 1905-05, 
inoreaso. 1906-07 and 1907-98 
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' Prom tljese figures tliere would appear to liave heeu a maited increase in 
West KMndeah and Nasilc and a decrease in East Khandesli; but the sales 
recorded at tho licensed stops do not represent the whole of the consumption. 
Consignments of spirit,— cheap brandy fOr the most part,— for private con- 
sumption, arrive from Bombay regularly at most of the stations on the G. L P. 
and Tapti Yalley Railway in East Kbdndesh and West Khandesh. Those with 
whom the use of foreign spirits is habitual have long since discovered that 
it pays, them to deal direct with the big firms in Bombay, where brandy selling 
at Es. i-14-0 per bottle in the mofussil can be obtained at Es. 14 per case 
of a dozen bottles. Since my arrival in’ Ehdndesh 5 years ago there has in- 
'contestably beeu an increase in the consumption of foreign spirits. Thar use 
is not yet widespread, nor can it be said to have yet reached serious proportions, 
but there is no room for doubt that there .is a tendenoy ou the part of those 
who can aifoid it to substitute the foreign for the country liquor for habitual 
use, .and on the part of others, to indulge in foreign spirits on such special 
occasions as marriage and religious festivals, etc., and visits to bazaars at 
villages where there ate foreign liquor shops. At present the high price, of 
even the cheaper kinds of foreign spirit places it beyond the reach of the 
masses for general use, and it is, moreover, not readily procurable except in 
villages within a reasonable distance of foreign liquor shops ; but that the 
traffic is only aivailing opportunities for expansion is evidenced by the number 
of applications I receive for Rcenses for the sale of foreign spirits at places like 
Dondaioha and Shirput (West Khdndesli), Amalner, Bharangaon and Jamner 
(East Khandesh), and Teola (Nasilc), where the demand is exclusively native. 

I have no doubt that a flourishing business wonld be done at snob places, s^ud . 

its Fseut 

moderate limits by the oompaative absence of facilities for obtaining them. 

7 I do not connect the inorease in the oonsumption of foreign sphite 

amon* natives with the enhancement which has taken place during the last 
fSeaisinthestin-headdutyon country spinfa, nw wi^^h any other roeen 
administrative measures. I have hoard it contended that the present high price 
ofintry spirit tends to drive its former patrons to the foreign liquor shop. ^ 
SmyU pen in the Mare if the cheaper brands of foreign spmte oan h® 
Tilaoed on the market at a much lower price than at present rales, and the still- 
Liffiduty on the country prodnet oontinues to advance. But at present it 
Sd fiuSuocontenS that the raising of the price of 60» U. P.countey 
spirit (the popular beverage inKhdndBh) frqmfi annas to7 annas (appromate) 

Settle has driven the people to indulge in foreign spirite at Es. \-10-0 to 
L U4-0 per bottle. The reason for theinbasing popularity of the Mens due 
She supenor esteem in which all articles of foreigu orimn are held >y the great 
ms® of the people, in spite of the influence of the swadeshi sehooL It is no more 
rible that tile native should purohase a bottle of foreign 
can afford it, than that he should, if his means permit, qnd the fear of the 
mi\a agitator is not upon him, prefe Austrian soap to the 

iaotured article, or Mauritius sugar to the inferior nakvo produee, The foreioU 
pSit, too, is put up in a more attractive form, and has a fiery taste whoh 
. fai the supposition (I find it to be common among native purohasets) that 
thoSearoh of a powerful intoxicant get more value for tbeir money rn a 
bottle of brandy than in two or mote bottles of 26° U. P. country spirit. Then 
a-min wound the foreign spirit is the glmour of it^ being the drink of the 
Sib, and ifsojaoto it is credited by natives with being immeasurably superior 
to tlieir own humble beverago. 

8. Hativo consumers of foreign liquors may be 


foreign epirit 

1 . 

2 , 

B 677-15 


High caste Hindus, pleaders, Government servants, clerks, &o, 
who 'usually patronise the better brands of wines and spirits ; 

Jdgliirddrs,lndmddts, wealthy onltivators, merobants, &3„ many 
"of whom use foreigu spirits habitually; 
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3. Eiinbis, Eajirats, lalis, Patils, Gujars, BHls, Blianjaias, native 
Christians, rrith \rhom Mulgenoo in {oteijjTi spirits is 


Amon» each nf these classes I notice an increased consumption. Many persons 
helongingtofte two first classes obtain their supplies fcect from Bombay. 
Consumption is paitionlarly high in Taloda and Nandurbdr tdlukas, where 
many of theBhilsandBbanjaraa are regular customers of the foreign liquor 
shop at h’anduihdr. A deal of foreign liquor is consumed by the chieftains 
of tho Mewds Estates. The ousiomers of the Pdehora and’ChdIisgaon foreign 
liquor shops (Bast Khdndesh) and the dldlcgaon foreign liquor shop (Ndsik) 
are whfdly Hindus, -principally Brahmins, Eunbis, Patils, Bajputs and Gnjais. 
'Ha sale of cheap hrandy and rum to natives is the backbone of Mrs. loho’s 
foreign liquor business at Bhusdwal. Her customers aro of misocllaneous 
eastes-Madrasis, Bative Christians, hamals and low-caste Jlatiomedans and 
others employed on the railway, and Patils, Kunbis and others visiting 
Bhusdwal on hasaar day. 


Q - .-Maw.. |<»VWWUW A 

, , , . .. in the Government Resolution above referred to, sinei 

»oSaSitokLfi upon the answer to it depends to a great extent thi 
coMtij spiiiis ? necessity or otherwise of imposing additional tosliie 

tions upon the S.1I0 of foreign liquors. As I hav( 
stated above the eonsnmption of foreign spirits in Khdndesli and Nitsik, thou"!] 
■- M teJnerease, has not yet reached very serious proportions. Habitual con- 
cultivating and labounnVclIWaY^fk.Y.'F’*™^ duties bring me principallv 

very little harm. What effect the a ““"71 

upon the constitution of people of these el-iceorT i , hove 

tnnity of judging. I rS hSIf w f ’ ■ oppor- 

deleterious to health than the eouutrfertW*'^ 

moralising. lampoZllvlZSS ’ ‘•o- 

better class who are regular^coMraew ? 1‘ gentlomon’of the 

that the temptation to alooholiopOTOTo’ *^***^"’ observed 

for these spirits has betm acquired £ In ““"i 

used. Alikiugfor brand are 

oraving for it; the man So wouSt Sn “'®'stible 

liqiior every evening Js whon ],p i of oountty 

not to contract iehabiSd^^ 

of his health, the impairment of his facmiiies ** ^ *'*'® '^®^n'ont 

profession. I believe that Wness or 

dnee the same effects, but the appetite Si? H 

oontrolled, ], j 7, PP««J« for the la ter 13 more easilv ' 

aro. The g^t buIV n a™ng its consumere is c 

Wfist “"A? flio oonsumera of count.™ enivJf 1]>_. 


««• The gTeaUuT Camera is 

J^^st Shdn^deshl Vlifate“?tr^^^^ 

feoribed as hard drinkeM hut T w ^ ^'”y »f tl'ooi may 

« slave to the drioMug khiU L! » so oomple 

roferrd to. A Eunbf mair ® rmfive gentlemen at 

“soful taemher of sooiete ^ his^fields and b 

wtlieaieotfoni^ *!jy> (Nandurbar pMnSf consumers 0 : 

^ sheS.^S^iA^Saon, and Malegaon 
*'• H, , liottleand bknd in 

g n ^ spirits of the type 
fi Imported Rum sfc. of Pme Pale Jrandv ('m 

*6«. to Slli 
Sr << ttM dm 
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to call for more heroic measures,- My experience is of course confined to 
Trii^,iiflPBli and Hsik. The question may, on a consideration of the extent of 
the traffic in other parts of the Presidency, assume' sufficient importance to 
jn^fy a modification in the Import Tariff mth the object of discouraging the 
im'poitatidn of foreign liquors intended for purely native consumption. 

11. ' The country of origin, and the place in India (if any)',^ at which' 
bottled or blended, should I think be shown on the labels of all foreign spirits. 
So far as'mofussil shops are ooneerned, no other particulars are I think required 
except that, as hitherto, spirits selling at Re. 2 or less per bottle should bear a 
certificate that they are not less than 15' U. P. in strength. 

12. ' The following excise officers are in a position to give useful evidence 
regarding the extent to which, and the classes by which, foreign spirits are 
consumed 

Mr. J. Lamb, Acting Ohief Excise Inspector, "West Khdndesh ; 

Mr. A. S. Dalai, District Excise Inspector, Sdkri, West Khdndesh, 
(formerly foreign hquor licensee, Dhulia) ; 

Mr. 0. Marohant, District Excise Inspector, Pdohora, Ohdlisgaon, 
EastKhdndesh. 

13. The foreign liquor licensees wfll, I anticipate, be reluctant to dis- 
close the truth regarding their transactions in cheap foreign spirits. The 
following possess a thorough aoquaiutanoe with the traffic 

Mr NilTiflflrbdr* 

Mr. Jahangir Cawasji Mukadam, Dhulia. 

Mr. Ardeshir lal, Ndsik. 

Mr. Eramji Nowroji Marfatia, Mdlegaon. 

Mr. Erachshaw Cawasji Kapadia, Pdehora. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant, 

0. OLIEPORD, ' 
Excise Assistant Collector, 
Khdndesh and Ndsik. 


1^0. OP 1908. 


Camp Beidmd, 18 lh December 1908 , 

•.forwarded with compliments, 

2 , I do not wish to give evidence before the Oommitteo, 

3. I agree generally with what the Assistant Collector of Excise has said 
in his report. 

_ There is no doubt that the consumption of foreign liquor is much on the 
ihorease. • I was surprised to learn some time back thiit the Bhils of Nandurbdr 
hadtaken to cheap foreign liquor, I am rot -prepared to say that it is drunk 
by them as regularly as the ordinary country liquor, but I understand that at 
most assemblies there is now some foreigu liquor kept side by side with the 
country liquor. The foreign liquor is begun first and they end mn with the 
cOuntiy liquor. , - r 


• i The consumption of foreign hquor liasunoreasod with the belter classes 
of peop 0 as well as the poorer classes. No doubt tbe better classes favour -the 
higher brands but the good old Surat Mhowra, which had at one time a very 
high reputation and very justly so and which was more like a Hqueur than any- 
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thing ols 0 , has now gono out ot fashion and hrandy and whisky have taken its 
place. I have hoard it said that this wasduoinainly to tlio difficulty which 
now exists of getting really good liquor of the old kind. I rcraemhor having, in 
my father’s house in llombay, Surat JIhowra which was thirty years old which 
European friends have tasted and liked as liqueur, 1 may stale at once tliat 
there is none left.' 

6. So long as the diiloronoe in prioo between country liquor and foreign 
cheap spirits is appraoiablo, there is not muoh olianoo I think ot the indigenous 
article going out of favour to a great extent. But tho fact tliat people like the 
Bhils should have taken to foreign liqnor is a matter which must furnish cause 
for anicious consideration. There is with most people a tondeuoy to beliovo in an 
article which costs more than another that costs less and this may to some extent 
account for tho increased aso of foreign spirits together witli the attractive 
form of tho bottics and the greater strength of the spirit. 

6. I do not think that the closing of foreign liquor shops would be of 
much use. If there is a desire for such stulI some way will bo found of 
gratifying it, I think thut the blending and bottling of such spirits should be 
forbidden, and I would certainly like to sec an increase in tho import duty on 
such spirits If blending and bottling in India cannot bo stopped, then it seems 
to mo very desirable that the place of bottling should bo marked on the Inbok 

7. Popular opinion Ls, I tliink, decidedly in favour of the idea that country 
liquor manufactured under ptopor supervision is much less harmful than foreign 
spirit. This is a matter which is capable of being settled by analysis, and if 
this lina not been done alreadv it is my rcsncctful sunacslion that it should bo 
done now. 

• LE.BOSIANJI, 

Collector of West Kbandcsb. 


Ho. 4 of 1908.09. 


(I 


Prom 

A. PRIDEAUX, Esqumn, 

Assistant Collector of Excise, 

Sboldpur and Bijapur ; 

To 

The COMMISSIONER of CUSTOMS, 

SALT, OPIUM AND Am'RI, 

Bombay. 

Cfliiip Mulwad, SihJOeceinler 1908. 


Sir, 


Witb reference to your letter No. 7052, dated tho 24'tb November 1998i 
forwarding Government Resolution No. 11847, dated tho 20tb November 190S, 
I have the honour to attach a statement showing the quantity ot cheap foreign 
W®'' ®|^i66d aocoi'ding to the brands, consumed in Sboldpur, the names of 
the bottlers and presumably importers. 


QbcsUob S.—Prom enquiries I have made and my own observations I 
neuo^ most of the cheap foreign Ijqnor sold in Sboldpur amounting to over 
’’y educated and higher castes of Hindus whh 
fpxr lul '^®^ ^’f®^ to intoxicants. Since the duty has been eubauocd u 
ew ponsamets of country liquor have 'taken to cheap brandy, ns they can 
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ol)tam a more powcrlal intoxioant for praolically the same price. A pinto! 
cheap foreign liquor costs very little more than a bottle of country liquor 
■containing 8 drams. However I consider the amount of people who have gone 
from country liquor to foreign liquor is not large and the increased 
consumption of the latter is due to the spread of the habit among the higher 
castes. The cheapness of the liquor and the ease with which it is obtained 
is, I think, responsible for the increased consumption. 

Question 6.—1 consider restrictions are necessary and desirable and would 
advocate the closure or removal of foreign liquor shops from the Indian 
quarter of towns and the reductiom of foreign liquor shops generally, the 
sparing issue of “on” or “retail” licenses, the closing of all hack and side- 
doors aud'wiudows and the placing of aU foreign liquor shops in a conspicuous 
situation. If these restrictions are brought into force they will deter the casual 
'or secret drinker or one who is acquiring a taste for foreign liquor and will 
prevent the habit spreading, hut they will not affect the person who considers 
liitnselE sufficiently “advanced” to ignore caste restrictions and who drinks 
openly , in public or known to his relations and friends. For this class of 
drinkers— and I believe there arc many of thorn— the only remedy is to place cheap 
foreign ilquor beyond their roach. The restrictions mentioned above will not 
prevent Mm and his friends ordering their cheap foreign liquor from Bombay. 
As the whole of the Presidency prop® depends on Bombay I would suggest the 
establishing of a bonded warehouse in Bombay as recommended by the Excise 
Committee where holtUng must ho done under supervision of an excise officer. 
ThWwill ensure oorreet desoription and enable the Excise Department to obtain 
acenrato information of consumption. As foreign liquor docs not require a 
permit there are at present no means of knowing exactly what quantities 
mofussil shops receive. The bonded warehouse will also render possible the 
exclusion of any particular brand if necessary. I would also suggest that a high 
tariff duty be fixed on the brands of cheap foreign liquor which are known 
to have a largo sale. 

Qiieelm f.— It is desirable that correct description be insisted on. 

Question 8.— It is, I believe, a fact that mature liquor is less harmful to 
drink than raw liquor. Maturd liquor is always more expensivif. The 
drinking of immature foreign liquor would be harmful to Europeans and in 
my opinion hortainly would be W Indians because the class of Indians who 
now consume cheap foreign liquor have never been acoustomod to drinking 
country spirits and would not take to it it oboap foreign liquor were not 
obtainable. They would, I believe, drink good matured foreign liquor which 
would be loss harmful to them and the price of which would reduce consump- 
. tion or else they would abstain altogether. 

I have the honour to he. 

Sir, 

lour most obedient servant, 

A. PBIDEAHX, 

Assistant Collector of Excise, 

Sholapur and Bijdpur. 
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A. 

StttUment thmug tie qtmtUg of cheap foreign liguor told annally at ShoMjmr. 


Ha. 

Karnes of Brandi. 

Foreign Viqnot 
conBumod in 
Sbotdpnr. 

Kames of BatUcia. 

1 

Victoria Queen Fine Pale Brandy .j 

Bozen. 

300 

• 

Messrs. Binshaw Hormuqi and Sons, 

2 

KaiBer-i-IUnd Eno Pale Brandy ... 

SO 

Ahmcdnagar. 

„ B. C. TJmrigar and Co., 

3 

Gennino No. I Enm •« 

120 

Bombay. 

„ Binshaw Hormnsji and Sods, 

4 

Foreign No. I Rnm • ^ ... 

140 

Abmcdnagar. 

„ B. C. Umrigar & Co., 

5 

Fine Pale Brandy 

180 

1 Bombay. 

„ B. B. Baria, Bombay. - 

6 

No. 1 Bnm 

180 

Bo. 


No. 5685 oj 1908. 


Prom 

J. E. N. KABRAJI, Esqoiee, 

Collector of Eoldba; 


To 

The commissioner of OESTOMS, 

SALT, OPIUM ASD ABKAOII,, 

Bombay. 

* 

Omp I'anvel, 3rd Hecmher 1908. 


Sir, 

+ 1 , + Je ^eply to your letter Noi 7138 of 27tb ultimo, I bavo the honour to state 
tnat I do not propose to give eyidenoe before the Committee in question, and 
to make the following remarks ; — 

i 1 ?’ formgn spirits, liquors and wmes which maybe found- 

adulterated to a harmEul extent sliould not Ijo allowed to to sold. 

consignment teceiredin Bombay should be 
>iomi allowed to be sold. Local adulteration, after suob a test has 

Sa? punishable and should render the foreign liquor 

Sa l,r2; ,,^“.{“*^1.” lSomto;,l5h tet, 

that their full obtain transit licenses in orto 

at preset and accounted for. There 'is no check 

present and the stock and sale acoonnts cannot be relied upon. 

shops shouldtCSLlteVon®^^^^^^^ caption at the 


I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. E. N. EABBAJI, 

Collector of Eoldba, 
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No. P..191S OP 1908. 


]?rom’ 

D. S. PEOOTOE, EsQTuaB, 

Assistant Oolloctor of Escisc, 

I 

Poona, Sdtdra and Ahmednagar j 
To 

The EXCISE COMMISSIONER, 

Bomliay. 


loom, 19th December 1908i 

I 

Sir, 

\ 

I liara tlie honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 7052, dated 
the 24th ultimo, forwarding copy of Gorornment Resolution No. 11847, dated 
the 20th Noycmhfli’ 1903, and in reply thereto I have the honour to report as 
follows 

2. I omit replying to questions (1) and (2) of the Resolution, as I have 
had no experionco of Bombay. 

3. As regards question 3, 1 would point out that the following firms in 
my juris^otion import spirits and wines of various strengths in bulk, bottle 
the same on their own promises and then sell them under the names as shown 
against the name of eaoh firm : 


jPoom District, 

Phillips & Co. " Eorintosh ” and “ Club Blend ” Vhisky. 

Treacher & Co. “Heart Label” Vhisky. 

Cursetjee & Sons (Kirkee) ... “ Old Blend ” Whisky. 

Ahmedmgar District. 

Binshaw Hormasjeo & Sons ... “ Victoria Queen ” Pine Pale Brandy * * *. 

“Superior Old Brandy.” 

' “ Special Liqueur ” Old Highland Whisky 

’’ for connoissours and invalids, guaran- 

teed 10 years old. 

' “The Old Gallant" Eine Plavoured 

Scotch Whisky. 

Cursetjee & Co. ... ... “Eine Old Port.” 

' The price of the whisky bottled by the Poona firms and by Binshaw 
Eormasjee & Sons of Ahmednagar, varies from Rs, 3 to Rs. 3 per quart bottle 
of 8 drams. Tliese whiskies are said 'to bo of good quality and cannot, I tbink, 
be classed as inferior spirits. Phillips and Treacbm & Co. obtain their supplies 
tlirough theh’ Head Office in Bombay, while Cursetjee & Sons of Kirkee and 
Binshaw Hormasjee & Sons of Ahmednagar, import theirs direct, tlie former 
from Ohivaz Brothers, Aberdeen, and JobnAllnutt & Co., London (3° and 12' 
IJ. P.) and the latter from Maoleay Buff & Co., Glasgow (8° to 10° 0. P.). 
The last-named fim also imports its brandy direct from Knaner Eotrinann, 
Hamburg, Germany, at from 60° to 62° 0. P, Cursetjee & Co. of Ahmed- 
nagar import port wine in casks from J. Sacooni, Gibraltar. The sfiling rate 
of the brandy bottled by Binshaw Hormnsjoe & Sons of Ahmednagar, is, 
wholesale, Rs.' 15-6-0 per dozen quart bottles, vie,, 2 gallons or 96 drams, and, 
retail, Rs. 1-8-0 per quart of 8 drams. ’ In reducing their spirits, the firms 
named only add water to the same and'do not blend, etc. In this connection, 



I would mention tlio names of Ixoise Inspeetors Xavier Cdy ^d 
OaZment) and White (0. D.. Ahmednagar as having speeiallmowledgo 
S SL of the mkhods Mowed hy_ the firms named in iducmg 
and haling the spirits and wines they import in hulk, I would also 
mention that Inspector White of Ahmednagar informs me that one 
Mr. Dhnnjishaw Eustomjee Nagarwalla, of Ahmednagar, is a gentleman who 
hashadawideesperieneeoftheliqnor trade in the direction under reforonco 
and suesests that he should he invited to attend to give evidence heforo the 
Committee appointed hy Government Personally, I do not know tbo gentle- 


man 


4. With reforonco to question 4 of the Resolution, I heg to attach a 
complete list of the designations (in full from the labels) of all the brands of 
cheap spirits and wines sold in the principal foreign liquor shops in my charge, 

I could not obtain figures as to the annual sale of each brand, as the 
licensees say they do not keep a record of the same and as the time at my 
disposal for the submission of this report was very limited, I could not gathm 
the formation required from the shop invoices, I am, however, having this 
infotmalion gathered and will submit tho same to you in duo course. Person- 
ally, taking the sale of all brands together, I would estimate the annual sale of 
tho same approximately at 05 per cent, or 70 per cent, of tho yearly sales at 
each shop, excluding such firms as Phillips and Treacher & Co., Merwanjee 
Cursetjee & Sons, and Cursotjee k Sons, Poona and Xirkee, and Oursetjee & Co. 
of Ahmednagar, who supply the upper and middle class European residents. 


5. Regarding question S of tho Resolution, I would point out that the. 
consumption in my charge of foreign liquor (superior and inferior) as ganged 
by the sales registered yearly by tho foreign liquor licensees, shows a consider- 
able falling off during tho past few years, but that tho falling off is as great 
as would appear from the shop sales, I do not conscientiously believe. True, 
owing to the dearer price of the cheaper kinds of foreign liquor at present, due 
to tho recent enhancement of the Tariff Duty and the introduction of tho 
system of assessing the shop license fee on its annual sale, as compared with the 
price prevailing a few years ago, some falling off in the consumption was to bo 
expected, but certainly not to the extent tho shop sales represent. I give below 
two examples to illustrate this fact and in support of my opinion , 


AJimcdimgar District. 

Sale of foreign liquor in 1904-Oo 
lo. do. 1905-06 

Do. do. 1906-07 

Sdtdra District, 


... 30,983 Gallons, 
... 10,912 do.' 

... 5,894 do. 


7,374 Gallons. 
5,012 do. 
4,642 do. 


Sale of foreign liquor in 1904-05 
Do. do. 1905-06 

Do. do. 1906-07 

• ••• 

rooin W P“*'^oularly those of tho Alimednagar District, 

oflhSf imiUmss 

in the consumntinn^i^^’ believe that such a stupendous fallit 
licensees (somerfthemuJr !? attribute much of the sai 

fact that some of incorrect receipts and sales as well as t 

supplies (fcect from the 


““““ ™ luiiaer eonsumpN . it uo x anuui 

spirit. I am of opS that “ P™fetenoe to the f 

through the recenU^d i i ®®^^®?^^ ® isi 

liquor out of the reach of tho had, which has put the dearer f 
poorer classes for the time being. Given 
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good years and I am convinoed tliat, with correct records of sales being main- 
tainod, we should Tery soon again reach the sales of 1904.06, 

As to what classes consume the' cheap foreign brands, I yeninre to assert 
that all but the very welko^o drinking classes, but principal]^ the moderately 
well-to-do Europeans, Eurasians, Goanese, Native Christians, Parsees, Maho* 
medans, Brahmins and Marathas, ■ 

6. With reference to question 6 of the Eesolution as to whether any 
restrictions on the sale of the cheap foreign liquor beyond those now in force 
are desirable, 1 am of opinion that uottling, blending, &c., should be absolutely 
prohibited in the district shops by the insertion of a clause in tho licenses to 
that effect. I would further suggest that all bottling, blending, etc., carried 
out in Bombay, be done at a Bonded Warehouse under the supervision of 
Government officers who are experienced in tliis direction. I am also of 
opinion that a clause should be inserted in tho license prohibiting the exchange 
of bottle labels, corks and capsules, so as to make the liquor of one manufac- 
turer appear to be that of another. I make this suggestion, as a case recently 
came under my noticcln Poona, in which a licenseo admitted having removed 
the labels of Port Wine, Whisky and Brandy manufactured by oortain firms 
and i-eplaocd them by labels of a firm not now in oxistonoe, so as to deceive the 
public. You will remember this oase, Sir, as yon made personal enquiries into 
the same while at Poona in October last. 

1. As regards question 1, I am inclined to think that to insist upon 
correct description as a condition of retail vend, would be impraotioal, as in 
almost all instances tbo retail vendors aro tbomselves utterly in tho dark as to 
the formonlativo bases from which the liquors they retail are manufactured. 
It Would, therefore, bo next to impossible to liold thorn responsible for tho same. 
True, tho wliolosala dealers might be compelled to show the correct description, 
, hut ovon they would havo to hoguiddby tho description given them by the 
exporters. I am convinoed that a correct description, it it bo found possible 
to insist upon, would go far to reduce the consumption of the cheap brands, as 
at present most of tho ignorant classes only purobase the samo under the 
impression that they are pnrobasing a really good article and the identical 
drink of tbo Sahibs, which, in many cases they aro led to believe by tbo shop- 
keepers, possesses magical properties (curative) for many stomach and other 
complaints. I would make one further suggestion in this direction and that is, 
that the labels affixed to all bottles of the cheap brand should— 

(1) hear tho name of exporter and place of export ; 

(2) hear tho name of the Bombay or other firm who bottle tbo same; and 

(3) hear the designation of tho contents, i.e. Brandy, Whisky, Gin, eto., as 
the case may he, in modorato sized letters. 

All tho above details should he in English and the Vernacular of the district in 
which the liquor is sold. I suggest the vomaoular lauguage on- the labels as 
some means to guide tho buyer in correctly obtaining what be wants and to 
prevent substitution by the seller. 

8, As regards question 8 of the Eesointion, I would observe that public 
‘ opinion scorns divided on tbo point at issue, So far as my oto opinion is con* 
corned, I think the country spirit, as at present manufactured, the loss harmful. 
In maldng this statement, I am cognizant of the fact that Major Bedford has 
stated that there is little, if any, difforonco between the two classes of spirit, 
blit then Major Bedford was speaking of results obtained by analysis, whereas 
I make my statement from what consumers who have tried both, have told mo. 
Perhaps my informants woto in error, I cannot ,say, hut as nearly all excise 
officers know, the lower classes seldom dilute their spirit (oountiy or .otherwise) 
before consumption; it is, tliemtoro, only reasonable to presume (leaving the 
question of nnwholesomeness aside) that a person wlio consumes neat 14° or 16° 
U. P. liquor, will ho more injured constitutionally, than one .who indulges in 
the weaker country spirit. 'Then, again, tho constitution of the native classes in 
general, is not such as to_ permit them indulging freely and long in a strou" 
class of spirit, without injurious oonsoquenoes. These are my own opinions and 
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I do rot claim tliat they cannot he refuted, but I thinkfte question one that 
could he best answered by a medical, rather than an excise officer. 

9, In addition to the information already supplied above, I beg to attach 
(1) the sale catalogues of Messrs, Oomrigat & Oo,, D. D. Baria and Herbert, 
Son & Co., Bombay, and (2) samples of some of the labels used by Binshaw 
Ebrmasji ds Sons and Cnrsetjee & Sons of Ahmednagar, on the bottles of the 
spirits aM wine they bottle on their premises, 


I hare the honour to remain, 

Sir 

Your most obedient servant, 

D. S. PEOOTOE, 


Poona, Satara and Ahmednagar, 

Porwarded with compliments through the CoUeotor of Poona with refer- 
enee to his No, A,— 338, dated the 25th November 1908, 


liitt of ipitUi and wind told in IkFom, Ahmednojir and SMn 
SiilriiU Foreign Liqm Shop, 


Dune of tin riim, 


Uit ol ipiritiimd^rioc!. 


Bcmuki. 


Messrs. Oomtigar 


Jules Coadim & Co, 

George Alired. 

P. H. Lebrun & Co.'s * * * 


DeyaTeralS;(]o.'B*** 

Pine Old Brandy Siyan Brand, 
»** ■ 


Cutler ftlmer & Co, 


Tini Vid 7idL 
Sauvion & Co.'g Leon, 

E. Cusenlas Ligseur. 

A Nayeiette & Oo,*j Bagle Brand. 
Sp. Haohet & Oo.'b * * » * 

Sp.Haohd&Co.'s Assorted Brand, 
VinneGalle&Co .'6 *♦** 

Bo, Gold Leaf. 

Prince Tiotor'**** 

Maharaja GArrar. 


^ 

P.H.Broivn's Camel 

J'J.Boide’flEojalJiesg, 

Sanllartm 
Bo, **» 
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It'amcottlioPiim, 

, List of spirits An3 vines. 



Whisky. 


Messrs. Oomtigsr 

Dalies Old Highland Square. 

Duncan Gords Highland Club. 


Messrs. Bittia 

Dine Flavoured Genuine Seoteb. 

E; and J. Burke's * * * Irish, 

MeUallum and Co.'s 

John Campbell & Co.’s 

McCollum Highland H Quality. 

James Watson. 

Glenlevet. 

John Eohertson & Son’s Dine Seal. 


Messes. OemrigeiondBnna. 

Donald McKenzie fe Co.’s «*** 

Do. do. 

Club Blond Whisiqr. 

Amalgamated Distillers Company, A. D, C. 
Iltmlloy Blend Whisky. 

John Crahhic & Co.’s 

Fhilbps Ferintosh. 



Ewn. 


' Messrs. Beria 

Sp. Hatchet & Co.’s Jamaica Bum Whole; 
Dahel. 

John Cameron & Co.’s Jamaica. 

1 


Messrs. Oomiigsr ii< 

A. Graham & Co.’s Old Jamaica. 


Messrs. Oomrigsr and Earia. 

r 

Bomky Dottle Rum. 

ForcignBum Mo. 1. 

Do. No. 2. 



Old Tom. 


Messrs. Oomrigar and Dario.' 

Boards and Son’s Old Tom. 

Barnard & Co. 

Ttoaohor’s London. 

Solinetto. 



Madeira. 


Messrs. Oomrigar end Daria. 

Page & Sandoman's Fine Old Madeira. 



Pirt. 


Messrs. Daria ... 

Sp. Hatohot & Co. 

Muscatel. 

Arrqba Company’s Invalids 


Messrs. Oomrigar ... 

Ports. B. 

Superior Old Port. 

Cameron’s Spanish. 

Do. Invalid. 

1 

Messrs. Daria and Oomrigar. 

Cutler Palmer's Inyah’d 

Pago & Sandoman's Invalid, 

Gilboy Spanish. 

SpamshPortNo.I. 

i 

1 - 

1 

1 

1 


Ginger Wine. 


Messrs. Darin and Oomrigar 

.John Orabbio & Co.’s 

Bernard & Co. 
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Most Urgent. 

Ko. ClAiiJ-16 OH 1908. 

Comj) Mam, Slsl Dccemher 1903, 

Porwarded iritl) compliments. 

2. Mr. Prootoi'ks dealt fully Tvitli the subject and I agree witli Ms 
remarks in tlie main. 

8. So far as tliis district is coneornod, I do not tliink the actual consump- 
tion of foreign liquor slioivs a marked tendency to deereaso it alloTOnco is made 
for the effect of the present system whieh by raising the local retail prices has 
diiTOn consumers to obtain their supplies from Bombay, and offera an induce- 
ment te the licensees to return sales at as low a figure as they think they 
safely can. 

4. 'At the same time it is the caso that among the upper classes of the 
natiro population, the rising generation are more abstomions than their fathers, 
but this must hare only a very gradual effect and is probably counterbalanced 
by other tendencies. 

5. With regard to the eighth question I am strongly of opinion that crude 
potato spudt is more harmful than the country spirit as supplied at present from 
the Mundhwa distillery. It is not so much a matter of supervision over the 
manufacture as of the method of distilling the spirit. If patent stills are 
introduced into our distilleries there would bo nothing to choose between the 
two kinds except as regards the strength at which they are allowed to be sold. 
I have no facta to bring fonvard in support of my opinion but when the 
majority of thinking people act on the idea that they might as well drink poison 
as crude patent still spirit, there must bo a substantial ground for the belief. 

6. _ I think some further restrictions are required vrith regard to the sale 
of foreign spirits— restrictions that would prevent crude patent still spirit being 
sold as cheap or cheaper than country spirit. I do not see why a correct 
description should not be required as a condition of retail vend. 'Until steps 
are taken to enforce the correct description being given, it will not be possible 
to take any other restrictive measures against the sale of deleterious' liquor. 

7. I have no special knowledge of the subject and do not wish to give 
evidence before the Committee. 


a. CARMICHAEL, 
Collector of Poona. 
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No. 3436 or 1908. 

From 

F. A. INQ-LE, EsiiTiittB, 

Assistant OoUector of Excise, 

Belganm, TMm&t and Kdnara A. G. ; 

To 

The'COMMISSIONBE of CUSTOMS, 

■ SAM, OPIUM AND ABmi, 

Bombay. 

Comp Edmi, Ulh Deeemkrl9(B. 
Sir, 

In compliance mtb your No. 7052, dated 24tli ultimo, I hare the honour 
to report as follows 

2. The average annual sales of cheap foreign spirits and wines, in 
BUnodr toan, are as follows 


Bnindof ipirita, 

Bottlei b; 

DcoorijiUoaonliiboI. 

ATOtgo auuuol 
talcs. 

(а) Bnmdy ... 

(б) Do. ... 

(«) Bum ... 

(d) Do. 


.KaiEoi'Hind Bina Pole 
Brandy. 

Julia Alfred Superior 
Brandy. 

Mi! Dufy Paid Forrign 
Bum No, 1, Blue Label. 
Tariff Duty Paid Superior 
Quality m. 1. 

40 dozen. 

120 dozen. 

20 dozen. 

60 dozen. 

3. The average annual sales of ohoap foreign spirits in Enbli tom, are as 
under 

BnmS of ipiilti. 

Bottlodby 

Douription on InboL 

ATcngoiitnuil 

nica 

(a) Brandy 

D. C. Oomrigar, Eomky... 
nnd 

D. D. Baria, Bombay ... 

KaiEe^>Hiud Fine Pole 
Brandy. 

Julia Alfred Snprioi 
Brandy. 

■> 

-343 dozen. 

4 

(6) Bum ...1 

D. C. Oomrigar, Bombay... 
and 

D. D. Bona, Bombay ... 

/ 

Tariff Dnty Paid Poreign 
Bum No. 1, Blue Label. 
Tariff Dniy Paid Superior 

1 Quality No. 1. 

|800 dozen. 

j 

SI agsmt 


(fl) Brandy «. 

D.C. Oomrigai', Bombay... 
and 

D. D. Baria, Bombay ... 

Boieer-i-Eind Pino Pale 
, Brandy. 

Julia Alfred Snperioi 
Brandy. 

1 160 dozen. 

(i) Bum ••> 

( 

D. G. Oomrigar, Bombay ... 
and 

D. D. Baria, Bombay 

Ibtiff Dnty Paid Foreign 
Bum No. 1, Bine Label. 
Tariff Duty Paid Superior 
Quality No. 1. 

^ 70 dozen. 


in Bhirwk loan. 
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Beer. I 

Wnee. 

UniS;. 

wiaij. 

^lllllll^ll^^ 

Other Uodi. 



Miwir Tm. 



90 dozes ... 

120 dozes ... 

366 dozes .„{ 

276 dozes ... 

76 dozes ... 

30 dozes. 



3M Tews. 



■■ 

1 

ISO dozen 

760 dozes ...j 

480 dozes ... 

380 dozen ,„ 

1 

So dozens , 

1 


6, The price per quart kttle of tlie above Fine Pale Brandy bottled by 
D. 0. Oomrigar, or B. D. Baria ranges from Rs. 1-B-O to Re. Hg-O pm 
bottle, and tbe price per quart of TariS duty paid Foreign Bum No. 1, bottled 
by the same Bombay^ Firms, ranges from Es. 1-8-0 to Rs, 1-10-0 per bottle, 
The usual average price of cheap brandy or mm inay be taken as Es. 1-8-0 per 
quart bpttle, * 


1 . The classes, oMefly consuming cheap foreign spirits, are 

(1) Malirattas, 

(2) Mabomedans, 

(8) Goans, 

(4) Madrasis, and 
(6) Lingayats. 

Many of these consumers vroth in the Railway offioes and Mills. The nooror 
Mdaya ^ ™ 



«rM f«i; •PW. »1J, «<» 

think, be made a wn27?Z M sbouli 

above brands, be marked as 

Germany ”, it Tviu y tWnt tan^ f n * Potato Brandy " " Made 

despite the fact snob spirit is 

attractive manner caLktoa t capsuled and often wired in a m^ 
n mannet, aloulated to deceive even the educated classes. 

putonsale,atles8^al\frpwtotU^^^^ of opinion, it should not 

JeapforeigJTpffJjJjf^P™^ in the profits of tbe sale 

that toe qnality of the snirit sold ooMdered, it will be’evids 
it must he chemically pi7nrT and harmful and 

W andcolourmgU^^’S®, ^thtbe additio 

) V%er,th4(o)£ £ manufactnrer,. 


,7 toe shipper, thirdly (c) the w„| ’ 7®? .“'W the manufaetuier, seoo 
]\ to 3 per cent., (duC tw ‘‘8®“*- ^ii® is aenerair 

pTffWtooreMdJ^ “7“t- forwhS 
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or ram, wliicli price also includes (o) the import duly paid originally on the 
importation of the ^irit in bulk into Bombay, before it is doctored into brandy or 
\rl^, • (1) the pnoe of the bottles, (c) the corks, {d) the labels, (e) capsiBes, {f ) 
we envdopes Trith lead bottom for brandy, {g) grass envelopes, (h) empty oases, 
besides wharfage charges, which are usually incurred when spirit is imported in 
bulk and (i) clearing charges and {k) railway freight, It is impossible that the 
spirit sold retail at the above price, could be other than potato spirit or spirit 
chemically prepared, by the, addition of water, essences, &o. 

18. If the importation of potato or otherwise ohomically prepared spirit 
cannot be entirely prohibited, the rate of duty on such spirit might be raised 

14. There is another point for oonsideration in connection with the 
bottles ohiofly used by German and French firms, when exporting whisky, 
brandy, or other spirits to India other than in bulk, for importation at Bombay. 
The or^nary bottle of whisky or brandy or other spirits usually contains 26 
fiuid ounces but the German and Frenoh bottles often hold only 21 or 22 
.ounces, though by appearance they might bo supposed to hold 26 fluid ounces. 
This difference is due chiefly to the thickness of the gloss, and to the depth of 
the kink, at the bottom of the bottles. 

( 

15, I would suggest the names of Inspectors Maidment, Velloze, and 
Parakh, to give evidence before the Committee. 


I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

F. A. INGLE, 

Assistant Collector of Excise, 
Belgaum, Bhiewdr and Kdnara A. G. 


y 
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STATEMENTS SHOWING IMPORTS OE CHEAP POREIGN SPIRITS 
AND WINES INTO BOMBAY DHBING BACH OP THE FIVE TEARS 
-1908-1904, 1904-1903, 1906.1908, 1906-1907 AND 1007-1908- 
ENDING ShT MARGE 
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Goveunmest Eesoiution No. n847j UiTED hie 20i 
Statement tlumnj the imjwrtt of the various hinds of cheep foreign sfrll 

A'.5r-l?oiitr!i1 Epiilt neanB rccti£ed ipiiit cr ilil:' 
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Nov*MBBit'1908 (Revetoe BEruTMEHT), (irasnOK (1). 

•ni iokes kto Bombay imuy He year eniky Sht March ISOi. 

■piiit net tninifonncil into any apcdSo liqior. 


inportB 

InvoloopHcoof ‘ 


' 


irinia 

}7entral 

Bldiit 

pcp 

g^n. 

llointtctunil Hour. 

Forta of ortgla n\ Ih approximate 
preporiloo of li^oor eotniog from cseli. 




FcrfisUoa. 

Fer docen botOeo. 




Dcs« 

eriptlon. 

Anouota 

Fotable, 

SplrltB. 

ITlact. 

BplHla. 

Wines. 

Dcseriptfos. 

Kamo of port. 

Amount. 



Dm* 

oriptlon* 

Hate, 

Dcb* 

erlptlofla 

B&le. 

&»• 

crlpilon. 

lUito, 

So- 

ctlption. 

Bate. 



17 

16 

10 

"20 

31 

12 

a 

n 

IS 

28 

Z7 

39 

, , 

Galloni 

Hs. Ha p. 


Hi. I. n. 


III. 4. ^ 


Co. ft. p. 


Blaft. p 



Oallooa. 

M>4H 

**' 

... 


- 

..... 

- 


- 

MIWl 

... 

Keiilnl M.| 

Hamtnug 
Flomo .» 

London .m 

Triosto 

32.727 

8,48S 

82 

301 

Fort w 


From 
012 0 
to 

SCO 

finodf 4.. 

From 
011 0 
to 

3 0 0 

Fort ... 

From 

1 0 0 
to 

2 4 0 

DtnsOf «„ 

3 0 0 
to 

7 8 0 

Port _ 

From 

4 8 0 
to 

0 0 0 

BniC; 

Kanbnrg .h 

London ... 

Olonoir ,M 

Doncanx .m 

UatBellla ... 

FJtto 

Jaffa .H 

Cfaartate 
DniMift 
Uverpoot ... 

Trieste ... 

Antwerp ... 

CoEsae ‘ 

17.698 

128 

108 

fi.7S8 

3.IS8 

87 

30 

3,853 

IDS 

82 

500 

1,115 

139 

Bbtnr •• 

B53 

- 

mil)' .. 

fVDm 

1 1 0 
to 

3 0 0 

Bhenr .*< 

Frtm 

1 8 0 

“ * 
Hi 0 

TOiij .. 

Prom 

4 8 0 
to 

7 0 0 

Bhmr -• 

Jlot jin. 
porttd. 

Whlik; ...| 
Ban ««| 

Rembtog m 

London 

OIsi^fT 

liretpool ... 

Ramborg ... 
LoqiIoq ». 

Glnoirovr ... 
Bordcoox •. 
Urerpool ... 

2.280 

63 

8Jk3l 

IB 

3,503 

613 

169 

71 

38 












Port -j 

Hamburg » 
ManolUce 
Colombo 
LWcipool ... 

3,090 

1)3 

J92 

2,316 







• 





Bliin/ 

Eemborg « 
London m. 

812 

311 

Otlien »» 


■ 

Hun 

From 
OU 0 
to 

2 4 0 

Otben 

From 

1 0 0 
to 

2 0 0 

Itgin _ 

1 

Othen N. 

Fmn 

4 8 0 
to 

0 0 0 

Olhere «.• 

naDiborg ». 

GImcow „ 

Bmueanx 
UaTaeillts 
Colombo H. 

Kounc.'i ... 

SrlDdU 

Fatns 

Soet .« 

Port Bold •>. 

Oporto >N 

Genoa 

Aneona 

8m5m ... 

Srmen «« 

IfArmam ... 

Jofla ... 

Llrerpool .n 


B 

U,333 







1 







p. 0. cm, 

Acting Hciui Ganger. 
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GovzRMum Eisolutiok No. 11847, Ditto m 
ihoahg the imporle ef the mim hinit of ehcep forint 
N. .27,— Neutral sjurit mean] rectified i^rit cr dibit 
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JOia NovmEU 1908 (Retjssde DEmTsiEsnt), QoEsnos (1). 
ipiriit ani wind into Somlap 3«rin(i the t/ear enikg Sltt Mmi IdOS, 
ipirit bol tiiinrformcd into on; ipccllic li;nDr> 


n^rUu 

Inxcltc iffke of 

t 



TTInei. 

^lit 

ptrgftUtm. 

UaottfAdflttd Llqitor« 

Potto ot orlirtn with approximate 
proportion of Hqaor ooalsg 
from each, 

■ 



TorOtllon, 

Per8o»RbottlO!, 

\ 





ATBOOfit* 

Stable. 

SpMtJl. 

ntt. 

Bplrlfa 

WInnt. 




H 



Dc«rrliw 

llD9« 

lUtc. 

Dttcrip* 

UhO. 

Bau. 

tils* 

lUlc. 

Pnettp* 

tioti* 

Balt. 

Dasttftim, 

Katot ofpBft. 

Atiioanf. 

IS 

W 

17 

» 

u 

20 

ji 

S 

8 

31 

8 

3S 

27 

28 


Oilloas. 

a<, >, p. 


Hi. a. ^ 


lU, •. R 


Rt. a. H 


Ba. a. p. 



GoBoc*. 

M.... 

.. 




.... 

- 


.. 

.... 

... 

N'catnl mJ 

1 

t 

Hambar? .m 

OhiRoir «. 

flume ... 

lionioD 

Trieite h. 

8.7r4 

SJO 

?5 

0.891 

roit » 


Trota 
013 0 
to 

3 0 0 

finoOjr •. 

Ffofl 
10 0 
to 

3 3 0 

Port «. 

from 

1 8 0 
to 

S < 0 

Braikly 

from 

3 0 0 
to 

7 8 0 

Port 

From 

3 0 0 
to 

0 0 0 

BianO)* M.' 

Vanborir m 
Olar^oir ». 
Alamnitt «. 
BotBpidx ... 
Ctiorrate 
Antwerp .h 

Coqnae ... 

SArerpool 
THenc 

Hotterdam ... 

13,029 

r8» 

1^» 

I.IU 

3.7i7 

22J 

]» 

l« 

B 












ifiiuicy ..| 

TTamtmrc •» 

OUfjfofr ‘ ... 
Antwerp 
Llmpoot •• 

TIB 

7.B74 * 
83 
»> 

1 

CIO 


Vfhlsbx .. 

from 
10 0 
to 

S 0 0 

fOwrrj ... 

from 

1 « 0 
to 

5 4 0 

IVliliVy « 

froffl 

ISO 

to 

7 4 0 

Simr ~ 

C'O 0 

Bon ...j 
port -.j 

Ilonbarir •«. 

Qla«^ ». 

IiOndoD 

Bordaes ~ 

Trieste ... 

llambnrs 
Z«adtn >« 

Llrtrpool .. 

1<U 

Q1 

tm 

18 

SLdaB 

S? 

sjsl 

H 











Qenr 

Hombenr 
llamllln 
LIrerpoe) >m 

<09 

cr 

83 

1 

ew 


Roa H 

from 

1 0 0 
to 

3 D 0 

OIlKn « 

1 

fmm 

1 4 0 
to 

3 4 0 

Beta 

from 

3 0 0 
to 

0 0 0 

OUiin 

from 
313 0 
to 

COO 

f 

Dthin ^ 

naabefC .» 

loidon .M 

aioneDlm ... 

Bordmes .m 

Trirote 

Genoa m. 

Urerponl ... 

BriaOW 
llaitaaim ... 

LUbon ... 

Dari 

Haihlre ». 

ArKooa m. 

Colcmbo 

JilTo ... 

SCI 

411 

3C 

3.6CS 

8 

1X» 

38 

<B9 

111 

1^10 

8!1 

& 

70 

tat 

KB 

H 

IB, SOB 














p. 0, CAMA, 
Acting Head Qauger, 


B 577->20 
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GomsHEsi tooitxtos No. 118*7, o^ted tub 20th Novembbu 190» 

SUieml tluvAng ih imforit ofih wri«« Unit cf che/p fmisn 

Jf. H.-“NeiilnI «pirik rectified ipirft or dilate ^ 


yon 

Keotnl ondfli&tflKd spirit 
lopoi^il in euki, dnra or 
bottles. 

CheapmwntaotttwS Hqtarlnported in 

Total 

Cub 

Bolt 

ei 

Bplrlte, 

II 

Anoant 

lenatored 


SpLtUii 

\7inefc 

Spliiht 

^VlIlCl 


Sererlptlon. 

Amomit, 

Bnlsneo 

esrUnlnf 

potaUe. 

[^CHjipUoO. 

Amoiuil. 

hwriptloii. 

Aaont 

Desfflpilon. 

Annot. 

Desorlptlon* 

AnonnU 

\ 

2 

t 

4 

B 

6 

7 

8 


10* 

11 

12 

■l3 

» 


Gallons 

GiUoni. 

Oollon*. 


Gallons. 


OflIIoni. 


Qelloua 


GftRo:i. 


OaBotti, 













Kntnl - 

ct^ 

]S05>1D(IC oi. 

61^ 

!S^ 

!t,ni 

Brndj m 

1A6» 

i 

1 

3,1(3 

Sna^ HO 

8,793 

3 

1 

1,431 

Bmd^ H. 

>3,TCt 





Vhlal; 

2,714 

c 

f 

105 

WlWy .» 

8;s02 

Bbeny •* 

ice 

nhiik; .. 

31,017 








9 











BUO' e*. 

i,tsi 

0>bm oM 

% 

Kntt *» 

810 

Otbm 

1 

aaw 

\ 

Foa 1 . 

i,iei 

Total 


28,172 

35.732 

■ 

31,838 

■ 

e;en 

■ 

17,011 

■ 

Moi 

■ 

■ 


<1 
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(EmxDB' Depaetjiest), Qtiestios ■ (1). 


tprits and wines into Bomlmg during He gear ending 3ht March 190$. 


, spirit not tmnsCormed into anp apedte liquor. 


IniportSs 

Isroieo price of ; 






Kcntnl 










, 


Wisest 

spirit 

per 

gUlOQi 



lUnobctared li^aor. 




Ports oforWn vlth approrimate 
proportion of Uguor coming from eaob# 

* 



PergoilOB. 

I^r doxeo bottles. 




ScierlplloiL 

Amount, 

PotaUCs 

epiitt). 

Wines, 

Spitlts. 

\TIncs. 







Dcs* 

orlption. 

lute. 

Bes* 

eiiption, 

Rale, 

Dm* 

crlptlon. 

Eaio 

I)r9> 

eripllon. 

Bate. 

Description. 

Ifomo of pen. 

Anounfa 

IS 

'ic 

17 

18 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Si 

2S 

26 

27 

1 “ 


Gallons, 

Its, a, p, 


Bfl. n, pa 


He. 0. pe 


Its. ft. p. 


Rs. a. p. 





... 

... 



..... 

... 


•H 


- 

Nentrftl .h' 

Trierte 

liretpool ... 
Fiooio „ 

Qlwnw 
H.imburg 
Xoailon 

18,026 

IIS 

13,169 

1,474 

29,018 

802 

het . 

im 

From 

1 0 0 
to 

3 4 6 

Unsdr 

Ffom 

1 4 0 
to 

3 0 4 

Port •• 

rrotn 

1 0 0 
to 

2 4 0 

Bnuidy 

From 

3 0 0 
to 

7 8 0 

Pott ... 

Froifl 

sia 0 
(0 

6 3 0 

Brnnd; ...* 

Eanbnrg .. 
GUsgoir 
LiTcruooi »H 
Port ealil 
Uareeillea .. 
Anlirerp 
Charente ... 
Aden ... 

Dordeaut .. 

10.6BS 

65 

no 

AS 

2,603 

Iplli 

6i7 

62 

2>700 












Wfiiik} ...j 

Xlrerpoi^ .. 
OUegov 
'Damlmrg ... 
London 

00 

10^733 

80 

U3 

Clitrtr ... 

2W 


milk,- ... 

From 

1 4 0 
to 

3 0 0 

Shen; 

1 0 0 

Wbiskj' .N 

From 
SIS 0 
to 

7 0 0 

Sherry - 

0 0 0 

Bud ...| 

London 
llambuTg .. 
Olascoir 
BorocftUK ... 
UataiUiiB ,M. 

WU 

8.635 

8S1 

8J2 

101 











f 

Port ...1 

Hamburg ... 

London ... 

Llrcrpool ... 

Antirerp ... 

Oporto ... 

Uoroogoa ... 

2^97 

S6 

1,269 

53 

«0 

43 












Sborrj ...I 

Londoa ... 
Hamburg 

IGJ 

IVQ 

Otben .n 

7,165 

«•* 

Itnm PM 

1 

From 

1 6 0 
to 

313 4 

Otiitn ... 

From 

0 9 2 
to 

%4.t 4 

Bnm 

Prom 

3 0 0 
to 

8 0 0 

Others 

From 

4 8 0 
to 

6 0 0 

Others 

Hamburg ... 

London ... 

Mannagoft ... 

Haples ... 

Ar^stolc ,H 

Lirerpool • 

Olosgonr 
Bordeaux 

Genoa 

Ancona •. 

daiTa M. 

Hcesina ... 

Bnsbiro 

Brindisi ... 

MBrielilcs ... 

Port Said .M 

Lisbon ... 

642 

416 

20 

77 

60 

13j 

1,3]0 

3,217 

861 

6J 

161 

01 

16 

6i 

4J2 

40 

75 

■ 

12,673 














P. 0. OAlfA, 
Actirg Head Ganger. 
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Govrtsm't Ko. IISJT, ■DATrn'm!; IOth 

Fletfttfsi tWh^ Uf trp'rlt f/ lit mnm iiii'lf i f rlapforcii’n 
y. 2t>— ScBlnl Jfirit rfti's’oi i;>iril or 




























81 


NovmiB 1908 (Rmmm Dmi!mNT],‘Cln£5nos.(l). ' , 

tjjtriii and mnei into Bmiaf daring the year ending Slet Mareh 190T, 


dilnto ipiivt not tmutocmed into wy tpccifie lifinr. 


Imporii* 

Inrdn price ol 




msoi. 

ICcatrnl 

flplrltpoi 

plllCD. 

Uiunbctote Ilquo'. 

Ports of origin with approzlmato 
proportion of liquor conlog 
from each. 


■ 


For gallon* 

FerdozBn1»tt)o8. 




Dcfortp* 

tlon; 


Potablo. 

Bpltlts. 

Wlno* 

fiplrlti, 

WlU4* 

Beserip* 

tlOD. 

Kftmo of Fort* 

AmouDi. 

’ 

■ 


DceaTlp* 

Vloiu 

Bate* 

Poeerip* 

Uon. 

. Bate. 

Daerip* 

tloa. 

Blit. 

Deserip* 

tton. 

Bnte. 

15 

10 

)7 

Dl 

10 

SO 

81 

aa 

2S 

81 

2S 

20 

87 

23 


Galloni. 


■1 

Re* e, p. 


Bi. a« p. 


RI.IUP. 


R& t. p. 



QlUog.. 

NM* 

M 








M... 


Kcnttal 

Hamhurg 

FInms ... 

Trlcale ... 

London 

Hotteidsm m 














813 

noH ... 


From 
010 0 
to 

3 i 0 

Bnn4’ ... 

T^m 
10 0 
to 

114 0 

Fort ... 

From 

1 0 0 
to 

2 4 0 

Brandr .. 

From 

8 0 0 
to 

7 6 0 

Fort ... 

From 

4 0 0 
to 

0 0 0 

r 

BnnOy •••• 

r 

Hunhorg .m 
fiordeenx m. 
QUicov ... 

Lonoon ... 

MersoniM 
Lirerpool ... 
Antwerp m. 
Chnrente 

llkfSO 

831 

233 

878 

141 

1.118 

181 











' 

milky ...| 

Glasgow 
Hftmbarg ... 
Ltreipooi ... 
Rottfirdun 

8.355 

401 

106 

45 

fiUnjr 

4S3 


ivhldtj «• 

From 

1 6 0 

fiheny ... 

a 0 0 

WWsky „ 

From 
S12 0 

Sherry m 

From 

4 8 0 

Bnm .m| 

lliinlniig N. 
Bordeaux ... 
London ... 

Manritlns ... 

8,100 

129 

473 

102. 

1 • 




8 0 0 




? 8 0 


0 D 0 

Fort •*!• 

GIbstow ... 

Hambug . *■* 
Bordeaux ... 
UTcrpool ... 
Lisbon 

OMTtO ... 

llannagon ‘ *» 

lU 

8.00S 

230 

1,283 

280 

809 

126 

Othon .. 

/ 

6,017 

m 

non .. 

From 
014 0 
to 

8 0 0 

Otlton H 

From 
10 0 
to 

8 4 0 

Bam .. 

From 

S 0 0 
to 

5 0 0 

Othon (M 

From 

4 0 0 
to 

0 0 0 

Eltenr 

Olbm ... 

Adelaide 
Hanhorg m* 

Glasgow M. 

Hambarg ,h 

Bordonos h. 

Londim 
Marseilles. 
Lirerpool «. 

Colombo 

Genoa .m 

Lisbon ... 

Port Sold 

OMitO .M 

Adelaide ... 

Tolcolla M. 

1 

M 

11,701 

m 

...™ 




• 








P. 0. OAMA, 
Anting Head Gauger. 
















































82 


• GotHlSUEST BESOtOTIOlf No. 11847, DATED THE SOlS 
Stalement thorns i«poHt ofilte toriout hindt of ehtap foreign 

If, A— Kciitnl spirirt mcasa rcctiEed ipirii ot dilntc 
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NovEJtBEU 1908 (Revesos Depaetmeot), Qbestioh ( 1 ), ' 
tpiriii anii letm hio Bombay imng th.year ending BUI March. 190S. 


ijiitlt not ttaDsfoimod Into tn; (iiccirio llqnor. 


fniwiti. 

Innleeptinof 




a'lnn. 

Keatral 

•plritper 

gaUoiu 

' 

AbintifQetandllqaor. 

Forts Of Cirigto with apprCRdma e 
propotllon of liqnor comlog 

Iran tach, 




Vci gallon. 

Pef dozen bottles. 




tion. 

Amoviit. 

Follbit. 

Splrib. 

Wisofl. 

SpiHtr. 

WIdm. 






Dneilp* 

Udo. 

Dtfo. 

Dcierlp* 

tion. 

Date. 

Pcforip' 

tlfltU 

Bate. 

SneriB* 

tion. 

Itatt. 

tioo. 

Kamo of port. 

Anioant, 

16 

1C 

17 

IB 

Ill 

SO 

St 

S3 

a 

■1 

26 

■1 


23 

4 

OalbnB. 



Ra. 0.pL< 


Bfl. a. p4 


Us. fi. p. 


Bfl. a. p. 



Gallons. 


- 

« 


.. 

...... 

.« 


- 


.. 

Nentnl 

tTambBR ... 

TWtito 

londOD .. 

Osrban 
ilTerpuo) M 

Qlifgow .. 

Allen m 

43.129 

^erro 

781 

65 

40 

25 

CO 

r<nrt «« 


FnHn 

1 0 0 
to 

3 0 0 

Bnndf tv, 

Frfim 
10 0 
to 

3 0 0 

Tort _ 

From 
OU 10 
to 

3 4 0 

Otnndy ... 

From 

3 0 0 
to 

7 B 0 

Fort ... 

From 
313 0 
to 

0 0 0 

Bmnly .... 

I 

Tlambnrg 
honteanx h. 
Aatwcip ... 
Chatenfo H* 
Uinetllca .h 
G bigow .H 
hotterdam « 
Trteato 

15,802 

3,776 

S,437 

i,oa 

900 

SOI 

ICO 

119 












IThhbr ...| 

Obigow M. 

Urerpool 

London 

Ibmbntg m 

o.cr? 

409 

2G0 

137 

Sbtnr 

m 

••c 

WhUky ... 

From 
10 0 
to 

8 0 0 

BbctiT ... 

from 

1 9 0 
to 

2 4 0 

llllIlltT CH 

From 
813 0 
to 

7 9 0 

Gbcny .„ 

From 

BOO 

to 

0 0 0 

nam .M. 

n&mbaTg ... 
Glasgow 
Loatwn »>» 

Triesto m 

Antwerp ... 
Lordaux m 

S;l32 

219 

m 

es 

61 

SSI 




• 








Fort M*. 

Sambnrg ... 

LlTorpool ... 

Colombo M 

Gia.«,mv M. 

London ... 

Uporto ... 

S.4C( 

8.032 

lOS 

470 

B9 

12 

Clhen m 



nnu 

Frota 
} 0 0 
to 

8 0 0 

Olbm M. 

rAffl 

1 0 0 
to 

S 0 0 

fiom H, 

t 

r»m 
813 0 
to 

0 0 0 

Otben M, 

From 

4 0 0 
to 

0 0 0 

SblRT H.| 

Otbeta M.. 

Himlmrg 
LlTCTpOOl M 

Hambnrg .» 

Sotdaux ... 

Oporto ... 

Morsolltcs Hc 

Genoa 

Lisbon 

Lircrpool ... 

London 
Colombo ... 

Livorno ... 

Ancona ... 

016 

6t 

010 

2,S«S 

74S 

685 

CCA 

S16 

64 

60 

»1 

49 

St 















.M... 

ia»r 

HP 

.n... 












P. 0. CAMA, 
Acting Head Gauger. 
















































Eemaiks. (Saoh infomatioti as the Customs Department may have to 
give under question 3 in Government EesoMon I7o. 11847, dated the 20th 



II. In preparing methylated spirit by the addition of nrood and 
minerfll naphthas. 

• 

III. Por drinking purposes when it is diluted with water and coloured 
with burnt sugar. Bottles are labelled “ Diluted Spirit.— Tariff duty paid 

spirit. Bottled in Bombay by ; ” Under the Abkari 

rules snob diluted spirit is not allowed to be flavoured and called brandy 
or rum. 

lY. A very small quantify is used for burning purposes, though it 
would not pay to use it for tiiat purpose to a very great extent, as methy- 
lated spirit would do as well instead. 

Diluted spirit is consumed mostly by working classes. 


P. 0. OAIA, 


Ulh Deeemkr 1908. 







4 ' ■ 


K 


r 

t 
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SUPPLEJIENTARY, 

' GorasiiENT Eisomm No. 11847, dated the 20ni Novehbee 1908, Bevehde Depaetoest. 

Slitteineui slmobg ih imports of the vatious hinds of (iitopfompn- spifUs and mines into Bomlapfor eaeh 
of the fits years eniiny 31st Mareh 1903. 



Cheap nwnifaciiind DitOT 
iinportedla. 

Total importi. 

Invoieo price of 

Porta of origin vltb 

flimro)cimato vronortion nf 



CftSlCBa 

Dottle). 

Epirita. 

UannfaetnKd UqnQia j 

Uoiiur com'rng {com each. 


Tmr. 

Spulti. 

SphltJ. 


■ 

rcrGidlon. 1 

Pot Dozen Boltin. | 

1 

1 



Bemarks. 

[ 1 

Dewip- 

tioa. 

1 

Amotinta 

Dcscrlp. 

tioa. 

1 

Deecrif. 

tion. 

1 

Do). 

crip. 

tion. 

Bito, 

Dcecrip. 

tion. 

Bat^ 

Doctip. 

tion. 

i’amo of 
port. 

Amonnb 


1 

1 « • 

\ 

6 

9 

10 

13 

Id 

16 

19 

23 

a 

! 

20 

27 

' 25 

29 



1 

Gfillons. 


Gallooi 

i 

Gallon). 

■ 



11). s. p, 



Gallon). 


1003 01 ... 

1 - 



ill ... 


... 

Ill 

H 

•«« 

••* 

... 

• 14 

lit 

141 


190143.^ 

'i’ll ... 

••• 

i’ll ... 

SH 

' IM 

11* 

H 

*«• 

... 

... 

I** 

... 

IM 


190S.0C. 

1 

L’« ... 

i«i 

Sil ... 



III 

H 

•14 

144 


»»• 

Ill 

•II 


100607. 

na ... 

SI* 

Old Tom 
Oia. 

ISO 

Old Tom' 
Olu, 

ISO 

... 

... 

Old Tom 
Gin. 

From 

BSD 

to 

i 2 0 

Old Tom 
Oin, 

Humhnrg. 

159 

Ftodnee of 
Genunp. 

i9o;-os. 

i’ll ... 

1 

••1 

Old Tom 
Oin. 

n 

Old Tom 
Oil. 

11 

1*4 

• ** 

; Old Tom 
6 Id« 

d 8 0 

Old Too 
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No.l. 


Mr, J. M, Kelly, Sed Gauger, Bonibaji Omlom Souie, queiimod 
hj the Gkirmn, 

Q.— ¥liat is your total ojperienco in the Gauging Department ? 

A.— About 17 years. 

Q,— The statement prepared by you shows considerable fluctuations in 
imports of cheap liquor. It seems from this that imports of oheap liquor are 
rather decreasing than otherwise. 

A.— I think they are decreasing slightly. If you take the total import it 
is slack. I put in another statement contrasting the total imports with the 
imports of cheap spirit in the last 5 years. This shows a decrease in the pro* 
portion of oheap spirits under all heads. As regards the absolute quantities 
also there are decreases in all the oheap kinds, but in total imports brandy is 
fluctuating. Whisky shows on increase each year, From 150,000 in 1903-04, 
it has risen to 1 75,000 gallons. Bum has decreased. I conld not say whether 
the classes which were previously dnnking oheap foreign spirits are now taking 
to a better class of foreign liquor, because I don’t know what becomes of 
it when it leaves the Custom Bouse. Some of this spirit goes out of the 
Presidency, I cannot draw any particular conclusion about what remains 
in Bombay City, or what proportion goes out of the Presidency, Very weak 
spirits will be consumed in the city. Of what is reduced below 16 IJ. P, some 
'goes to the Bative States, Baroda is an exception, as spirit there must be 
1 5 '0. P. (Witness is shown a price list,) 

Q.— Taking whisky in that list.— There is some cheap whisky which is 
imperted by highly respectable firms in Bombay, what is that imported for, and 
what is the criterion by which to dis^uish that cheap whisky from any other 
w;hisky? 

A.— These oheap whiskies, as a rule, are used for blending with whiskies 
of higher qualities. People who cannot afford to pay high prices require cheap 
whiskies. 1 consider cheap whiskies those sellingat four shillings or three rupees 
per gallon, invoice price at over proof strengths. When this whisky is reduced— 
the value would be still less. The strength of whisky worth three rupees a 
gallon varies up to SO 0. P. Such whisky comes in bulk, 

Mr. Proc/er— Some whisky is sold at Rs. 10 a dozen in bottles ? 

A,— Yes. 

. 0/mirffia».— Do you know what is done with the whisky that comes in at 
one shflling per gallon? 

A.— I think it is blended with expensive whiskies, 

Q.— You don't know, you have no means of knowing, anything of these 
spirits after they pass out of the Oustom House ? 

A.— No, they are not controlled by us in any way, 

Q,— What is about the price per gallon of whisky and brandy and rum in 
bulk such as is sold by Messrs. Phipson ? 

A,-I think 'the price of his whisky is 7-6 per gallon, brandy 20 shillings 
per gallon. Phipson does not import rum or gin in bulk. 

Q.— Look, at the Excise Administration Report for 1907-08, Appendix F, 
where non-notable spirit js shown as 132,627 gallons, against 76,108 gallons 
of spirits of wine, of which only 40,931 gallons are non-potable in your return. 
What is the reason of the diflerenco between the two figures ? 

A,— The figures of the Report must be proof gallons, while mine are gallons 
of 68 0, P. at which the spirit comes in, 
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Q.-The two figures do represent the same thing ? 

, A.— Yes. 

Q —Then 35,236 over proof gallons of what is called non-potahle spirit in 
the Report is actually drunh, and has been imported for drinking? 

A.- Yes, I put in two statements showing where the neutral spirit comes 
from, chiefly Germany and Austria. A small quantity comes in already dena- 
tured with naphtha, but most is denatured here. The neutral spirit which is 
not denatured is drunk in Bombay. It is also used for medical tinctures. 
From enquiries I believe that one-third is used for medicine. The remainder 
is reduced to a strength fit for drinking in Bombay and the mofussil, The 
original strength of such spirit varies from 40 to 68 0. P. 

Dr. Poicelf.— Methylated spirit with naphtha added to it is unpotahle ? 

A.— Yes. When so denatured the duty is reduced to about IJ annas per 
gallon, as against Rs. 7 per proof gallon when potable. 

ChainMn.—Do the labels on liquor imported in bottles show the country 
of origin ? 

^—Yes, The labels have the words "Made in Prance” or “Made in 
Germany,” as the case maybe. Labels thatare used in bottling here are printed 
in this country. They have not the same finish as English labels. ' 

Q,— Do these labels (showing a number) come through the Custom House ? 

A.— No, they are made here, for liquor bottled in Bombay. 

Mr, Drocter,—Do you think all labels are made here? 

A.— No, some may be imported from home. In some cases labels are 
sent out with the liquor, but in some cases independently. 

Dr. Pflieell.— Are not labels also produced by distillers and sent out 
separately? 

A.— Sometimes. Sometimes they pack them with the casks. 


Q,— Are the labels which come out on bottles and pass through the Customs 
taken off and replaced by other labels in the retailers’ shops ? 

A.-~I think not. These labels are put on liquor which is reduced in the 


OAafmofl.— Liquor that comes in bottles is already reduced. The shop* 
keepers have got nothing to do escept to sell ? 

A."YeSi 


A.— No liquor in bottle is imported without labels. 

Q.— I want to find out whether the original labels are changed ? What do 
you require to be stated on casks and oases of bottles under the Me mh audiee 
Act? 

A.— They are marked, for instance, D. C, 0. in a diamond and R S or B 
to represent rectified spirit or brandy. As a rule in all oases there is marked 
the country of origin, 

Q.— The Merchandise Marks Act provides not only for declaration of the 
country of origin but also for a description of the manner of production, You 
don t insist on this in the case of spirits ? 

A.— We have made references in some cases where we find liquor to be 
unwholesome, 

1 . another thing. That refers to unwholesomeness. You 

dSption Merchandise Marks Act as regards true trade 

A.— Yes. It refers to the manner of production, 
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Q.— You never, as a matter of fact, require any true trade description under 
tlie Act. Taking what is called Brandy, for instnnoe, you don’t require a 
description of the materials- from which this spirit is manufactured or the 
method of manufacture ? ■ ■ , 

A.— No. We only require the country of origin, It has never been the 
custom to require moiu The question has never been raised as to whether 
this should be done. This statement applies both to spirits and wines. ¥e 

and whether the manufacture 


don’t inquire how the tiling was mannfa 


Mr. hockr.—k man can call anything whisky and yon accept it? 

A,— TVe judge it from colour, taste and smell. Cheap -whisky is whisky 
that is distilled from grain. 

Mo Bahadur Scklaad,— You. don’t inquire into the method of manu-' 
factureorthe material? 

A,— No. Wc are satisfied that it is alcohol. 

Dr.'PflHiefi.— T’here is no necessity for importers to have the words 
“ Potato," or “ Malt " or whatever the spirit is made of specified on the 
consignment? 

A.— No. 

Br. J)adaehatiji.—Tlm you any remarks to make as regards the 
importation of labels and capsules? 

A.— We don’t make any objootion to it. 

Ohaman,—[s there any accommodation in the Custom House premises 
for a warehouse in which all spirits which come in bulk could be bottled under 
supervision? 

A.— Not without having a warehouse from the Port Trust. 

Bdo Bahadur Nefufwai.— Suppose it is made necessary that the mode of 
manufacture should bu specified ou labels would itinconvenience the authorities? 

. A.-TThe question is whether it can be done. No manufacturer would do 
it. Importers also wijl not do it, 'They would find it difficult because they do 
not buy from the distillers, but from middlemen who blend and compound, and 
none of the three parties is in a condition to give a full and true description. 


Addendum io anmer to Question 19, 

It was suggested to restrict the strength of cheap foreign spirits so that 
the duty would be about the sale price of the liquor. This is not feasible io the 
case of neutral spirits and over-proof Herman rum at the present rate of duty 
as per statements put in. 

These liquors could only be kept'from competing with country liquor by ' 

restricting the strength, at 16 H. P, and 

levying duty at Es, 10 per proof gallon 

if sold in 24 ozs. bottles and Es. 9 if sold 

in reputed quart bottles as per statement 
^ , ! 
given in the margin. 

, The cheapest liquors imported are neutral spirits at 2s. to 28, fifd. per 
imperial gallon of 63 to 70 0. P. and German rum of 68 to 70 O.P, at 2s. 2|cf, 
per imperial gallon. A gallon of the cheapest coiits 2s. and is equivalent to 
2 gallons of 15 U. P. The value of a gallon of the spirit at 15 C. P. would ’ 
be Is, or annas 2 per reputed quart of 26'66 ozs. and anna 1 pies 9S per bottle 
Df21oz3.;, 

The imporler gains 10 per oent, by selling liquor in bottles of 24 ozs. 
instead of 26*66 ozs. 

I sjy—ss 
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The tOT^n-ddty on a fluid gallon of 70 0. P. is annas four and on a gallon 
of 16 IT. P. reduced as above to 15 TJ.P. it would be 2 annas or 4i pies per 
bottlo, > 

The duty on a reputed quart of 15 TT. P- is 16 annas lO pics and on a bottle 
of 24 ozs. 14 annas 3 pies. The value, duty and town-duty on a reputed quart 
amount to Ife. 1-2-2 and on a 24 ozs, bottle to lie. 1-0-4. This liquor of 
16 U, I', strength can compete with country spirits of weaker strengths, viz.) 
20 and 25 U. P., as these are sold from lie. 1 to Bo. 1-6-0 per bottle, 

For every degree of strength less than proof in a gallon the importer pays 
Be. 0-l-]^-fflessaud for every 5 degrees lie. O-S-z-g- per Imperial gallon or 
^ bottle of 24 ozs. 

Statements are attached showing the duty, value and town-duty per 
imperial gallon, pf-r reputed qiiai-t of 26 60 ozs. and per 24 ozs. bottlo after 
reducing the spirit to strengths varying from 15 to 60 U. P. 

One gallon of 70 0. P, is equivalent to 4'3 imperial gallons of CO F. P. 
On importation one fluid gallon is accounted fur, but this gallon can bo quad- 
rupled in town by reduction with water. 


Statment shoioing the equivalents of an imperial gallon of neutral spirit of 
70 0. P. at 2s. per imperial gallon iu imperial gallons of strengths 
15 U. P. to 60 U. P., also the amount of duty on a gallon of the spirit at 
the abovementioned slreoglhs toilh cost and tom-dutg. 


tsgo of 
proof 
spilit. 

Dcjsrrci 

under 

proof. 

EqsMeuta 
to on im- 
perial ?4Uon 
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■ Beplies of Mr. S. M, Smith, Assistant Colleetor of Mxdse, SomJoy, 
to giiesHons for wilnesses iefore the Foreign liquor Committee, 


1. Cheap foreign spirit ciraes to Bombay cliiefly from Hamburg and 
Trieste. Cheap 'Whisky comes from Glasgow. 

’ The spirit which comes from the Continental ports is manufactured at 
various distilleries in Germany and Austria. 1 regret I am uuable to give a list 
of the places. 

2. The major portion of the spirit imported is consumed iu the Bombay 
Presidenry. The rest of it goes to the Central Provinces, Berar, the Nizim’s 
dominions, Bajputdna, and even as far as the United Provinces. 

3. The fullowiiig are the chief bases used for the manafaoturo of alcohol : 

‘(I) Potatoes. 

(2) Beets. 

• (3) Corn, wheat, maize, and other cereals. 

(di] Molasses, 

The great bulk of /ilcohol in Germany and Atistriais manufactured from 
potatoes. The potatoes used for the manufacture of alcohol in Germany are 
not the same as the varieties raised for edible purposes. Systematic efforts have 
been made in that country by the Agricultural Department fur many years to 
grow potatoes rich in starch irrespective.of their edible qualities. These latter 
are used for the manufacture of alcohol. 

The spirif turned out is 40, 60 and 68 0, P, 

I have no personal experience of manufacture ns conducted on the Continent, 
What I know about it is derived from text boob on the subject; and it is 
scarcely necessary to repent it here, as these books are always available. 

4. All O.P. strengths of alcohol are obtained by rectification and 
purification, i.e., by getting rid of ail solid and liquid impurities and the volatile 
oils. It is the opiiiiou of chemists that after the removal of these impurities ail 
alcoholic fluids are idontic.al. This being the case I do not think that the nature 
of the spirit is affected by the bases ordinarily employed. There is nothing 
primd facie unwholesome in the bases enumerated above. Spirit of 68 0, P. is 
as near to pure alcohol ns it .is possible to got, ooesequently when this strength 
is attained by rectification most of the volatile oils and other accidents of 
fermentation have been got rid of. 

5. Prom enquiries made it appears that spirits are converted into brandy,' 
rum, eta, by the addition of e.s8ences and colouring substances such as burnt 
sugar, cochineal, oio. Essences are not added ia Boinbiiy as it is not permitted 
bylaw. The spirit is essenced before export, 

6. I regret I am unable to give an opinion on this question, 

7. Pure rectified spirit is drunk in Bombay after dilation with water. The 
'Strength after reduction varies' from 16 U. P. to 50 U. P. In .'the mofussil, the 
limit is 1 5 H. P. The prices wholesale and retail are as follows 

Wholesale— 

Es. IDS to Es, 16 per dozen. ' ■ . 

Eetail— 

Its. 12 to Es, 18 per dozen according to the strength. 

' 8. ■ I have known of isolated oases iu which methylated spirits have been 

drunk by confirmed drunkards'; bnt thbre is no reason to believe that suoh 
consumption is habitual even amongst the lower drinking classes. 

0. ‘ Cheap spirits are not blended in Bombay, They are simply reduced in 
strsngth by the addition of water and ere coloured with burnt sugar when it is 
intended to pass them off as rum, 

10. Eeetified spirits are imported in wood and metal drums by big whole- 
sale merchants like D. D. Baria and D. C. Oomrigar and reduced and” bottled 
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bv tliem for sale to retailers in Bombay and tbe'motussil. Mostof tbe importers 
bLg retail-off lioensees sell by the pint and bottle the spirits being reduced and 


demg retaii-on iioenBeeii oon uj' uuo - - - ■ ° . ~r r> u 

bottled by themselves. Ketail shopkeepers buy 6 gallon^ drums of 68 O P 
spirit 'from tbe wholesale importers at Bs. 14-8-0 per Imperial ga Ion and reduce 
and bottle the same with their own labies, for sale at their own shops. 

The ffloFussil retailers are supplied by the wliolesale importers of Bombay, 
chiefly Messrs. Oomrigar and Baria. 

11. The wholesale prices of the principal brands vary from B_s, lO-8-O to 
Es. 16-8-0 per dozen quarts according to the strength. A detailed list of. prices 
are given in statement A attached to my report A. 0. B./2 dated 12th December 
1908. 


12. The principal strengths vary froml6D.P.to55lJ.P. There being* 
no restrictions as to strengths in Bombay, liquor of all strengths is at present 
on the market. 

13, The retail prices of the principal brands vary from Re. 1-0-0 to 
Es. 1-8-0 per bottle. In the Mofussil from 2 to 4 annas extra per bottle is 
charged. 

14 I have attached samples of all labels to my report No. A. 0. R. /2 
dated the ]2tli ultimo. The labels depend absolutely on the caprice of the 
bottler. Every liceasee who bottles spirit designs his own labels. 

Some copyright labels are imported direct from Europe and are pasted 
indiscriminately on bottles of cheap spirit. Some manafacturers send out their 
own labels and capsules with their spirit. 

15. In Bombay dilated spirit is consumed chiefly by clerks, dock, mill, 
factory and railway servants, mechanics and the better paid class of native 
actizans. 


In the large towns in the mofnssil, mill-hands, mechanics, railway servants 
and the belter class of natives drink cheap foreign spirit. 

16. The consumption of cheap foreign spirit seems to be on the increase in 
Bombay as llie statements attached to my report No. A. C, B, /2 dated the 
12th ultima will show, 


17. I am not prepared to give any definite opinion on the point. Tbe 
manufacture of potato spirit is condnoted on soientific principles and without 
the addition of any noxious substances, There is no reason therefore why it 
should be more deleterious than country spirits. One thing is clear, however, 
and that is, that country spirits manufactured in ‘our distilleries contain far 
more copper than any imposed spirits, 

18. I am strongly of opinion that tbe label should give a clear indication 
of the class of spirit contained in the bottle. If potato spirit is contained in n 
bottle it should be labelled “potato spirit” and not brandy, as brandy is 
ordinarilly understood to be liquor manutactared from the juice of the grape, 
All labels should state— 


(1) class of spirit ; 

(2) the strength of liquor contained in the bottle. 

_ 19. In addition to the present restriolious the following farther restrictions 
might be imposed 

(1) All bottling and reduction to be done in a warehouse under Excise 
control. 

firms^only reduction to be confined to respectable and large 

(3) The minimum strength to he reatrieted to 16 U. P, in Bombay; 

essences ® in the license prohibiting the' use ol 
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, No. a. 

EtikMe of Mr. S. J). Smlh, Auislant Golleotor, Eneiie department, 

OSoifflWM.— Oanyoutellus .why Bombay merobants import tbeir liquor 
partly in' hogsheads and partly in bottles ? 

A.— They import in bulk for cheapness. They dilute the spirit which comes 
jnbnlkin Bombay and then bottle and label it, In bottling they are-not allowed 
to use essences. The stuff they get bottled is cheaper than the other staffs 
flavoured in Europe. It is impossible to say that the one stuff is better than 
the other. I don't think that rectified spirit which comes out and is sold in the 
raw state is more pernicious than the other stuffs that come out as rum, whisky 
or brandy. So far as this spirit is dilated with water it is impossible to say it 
is pernicious, 

Q.— Is not the spirit that comes out at 60 or 68 0. P. very near to pure 
alcohol, which is a deadly poison ? 

A.— Tes. They add water to it and bring it to the strength at which it 
oau be drunk, any strength from 16 50 B. F. People who drink this spirit 
say they get headaches from it, but not from country liquor. There is practio- 
ally no difference between dilute spirit and Hamburg whisky and brandy 
(produces bottles]. The dilute spirit that I have brought here is pure dilate 
spirit. It is broken down to 16 U. P. 

Mr. Procte’.— Broken down wi tfi water ? 

A,— Yes. This is brought from the. shop just as it is sold there. It is 
Tn iwd with water in the shop. It is not diluted under esoise supervision, but 
just ns the shopkeeper pleases. He can sell at any strength, high or low. 

Oiatman.—Under what names is the spirit sold ? 

■ A.— The dilute spirit when coloured with burnt sugar is called rum. It is 
not rum. It is simply spirits of wine coloured with burnt sugar. It is called 
rum, not brandy or whisky. 

. dr. Po!fleli.-“Thera is nothing to enable you to prosecute a man who sells 
it as rum or any other liquor, 

A.— Not unless h'e could be prosecuted for oheating, 

dr. PoweW.— There is nothing to, prevent a man from selling 90 per cent, 
of alcohol or absolute alcohol ? 

• A.— You cannot get absolute alcohol % 0. P. There is however nothing 
to prevent 68 0. F. alcohol being sold for drink in Bombay. 

Okirm<m.—do you consider the habit of drinking European liquor is 
growing among castes and classes of natives who are forbidden by their religion 
, to drink? 

A.-Bome high caste Hindus and Mahomedans drink. The habit is increas* 
ing. More people of these classes now drink than' were drinkiog 20 years ago. 
Of the classes which are allowed to drink by their religion I think some are 
changing from country liquor to foreign mirit. There is a tendency that way. 
lam speaking about Bombay City and Khandesh, In Bombay (Sty in some 
cases foreign spirit is cheaper than country spirit. 

Q,— How does dilute spirit compare in price with mhowra liquor ? 

' A.— At 15 H. P, the price is Es. 1*8.0 per bottle and for mhowra at 20 U, P. 
it is Es. 1-2-0 per bottle. A man would prefer drinking the foreign stuff 
because it smells less. Some people drink in the shops. Others buy bottles 
and carry them away. They can do both in the retail-on shops under license 
No. VII. These shops have got bars. ' The difference between retail-on 
No. Yl\ and a refreshment Boom is that in the refreshment Eoom they 
sell food' as well .as liquor.' In the retail-on shop only liquor is sold. There 
are 48 rotail-on shops in Bombay oKlusive of refreshment Booms. Eetail-oh 
shops are resorted to mostly by Natives. By Natives I mean artisans, and men 
drawing ah average .'monthly pay of Es. 20 or 30. 

JJ^ BttMiur Setalwad, ~^Jou mean the working classes? 

A.— Yes. ' ■ • . " 
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Hr, Pw/«r.— That includes mill-hands ? 

A.— Yes, 

Mnimaw.— Mill-hands go in for foreign liquor ? 

, A.— Yes. Some of them. , 

Q.— Look at Eetail-o5 No, YI. How many of llicso shops are thoro ? 

A.--0Dly bottles aro sold in those shops, and soraotiraos they stock good 
liquor as \rell as inferior -liquor. There aro 43 rcfail-oit shops in Bombay. 
Every one of those 4.3 stocks good liquor ns \roll ns this cheap stuff. But you 
cannot got brands like those of Phipson or of tlio Army nnd Navy Stores. You 
get ordinary stuff. You can get Napier Johnstone's whislg-, but most of the 
business is in the cheap stuff, 

Qr-Seo Wholesale No. V. Hor? do those trade? 

A.-Trnder license No. V they can only soil by tlio down. But they also 
sell single bottles as they have got rotnil-of! licenses ns well. There are 4 1 whole- 
sale sliops and 35 retail-off. 32 wholesale shops also have rotnil-off licenses. 

Q.-Thoro are altogether 07 shops selling retail-off, 82 have got both 
h'censos and 33 have got ono ? ° - 

A.— Yes. 


Q.— Haro any wholosalo sliops got rotnil-on licenses ? 
A.— None. No wholesale shops have retnil-on. 

Q.— How many retail-off shops hard retail-on ? 

A.— None. 


Q.-Mnking altogether how many selling rotail-on? 
A.— Betail-on 4i8. 


Q. Do you think that tlio number could bo reduced ? 

Q.-Cin TO *0 in, pioJ imso, , 1 , Hu, 

between a retail-off nnd a refreshment room ? 

«iw™, mm. Ito’uii.kll„rt.il« m 


A.-Bither by firing tho strength or by raising tho tariff duly. 
ft-Wte <tn.eilt m.u a be mmms to ti fe . q« brtil, t, ril at 


B., m »' w> b .ta 


^"Tboa it Wald haw to bo atroDPor Ibnii 16 17 P Vnn «... . 

4 

IitiPWy,.... — 7 .° tho mofussil. Brandies nnd whiskies sold 


are 15 D. P, or at least 16 or 17 U. P, 


b il «t 16 T. P. to pto« 


with 




b. to i.»«, to 

and cheap spirit, espeoiallv ns of customs duty between 

■ki.jai.'dISwLuiS*''’ » 
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• Q.— Gfenuine brand 7 is mads nowhere, but in Erance, therefore, the brandy 
that comes from Hamburg is not true brandy. If you fix a definition of brandy 
which would include Franca as the country of origin why could you not'diaori- 
minate against Hamburg brandy ? 

A.— They would change the port, and send the stuff through Bordeaux. 

Q,— I think yon supplied these labels. All these are put on by importers ? 

A.--Yes. . , 

, Q.— None of them came on bottles from Europe ? 

A-Nb. 

Q.— Gan you find any label from this collection which came through the 
Customs House? 

i ' A.—Noi These are all made in Bombay or imported for Bombay bottling. 
There are different labels for bottles which come out from Europe. 

Q.— Gan you give us.a specimen of such a label P 

A.— I have not got any label which came from Europe. These are all 
Bombay labels and none show country of origin, They are stuck on bottles 
indiscriminately. Labels imported in packets from Europe bear the names of 
various liquors and are put on bottles indiscriminately. 

Q.— What I am trying to get at is what becomes of the labels on bottles 
coming from Europe which pass through the Gustoms and show the country of 
origin? 

' A,— Perhaps they are destroyed, I have not seen in a shop a label on a 
bottle bearing the words ” Made in Hafcg,’’ &c. 

Dr, Pmodl—h the country of origin not marked on bottles coming 
■ from Europe? 

A,— It is marked on the cases. I don’t know whether the Oustom House 
require the country of origin to be shown on labels of bottles as well as on the ' 
^ses containing bottles. 

Q.— Speaking of customers of foreip liquor shops you say in your report 
that "It is quito usual that persons whoS to 10 years ngo did nof know the 
taete of foreign liquor now regularly resort to shops for their evening brandy 
peg.” What shops are these ? 

A.— The retail-on shops. 

Q.>-If the retail*on shops were abolished and there were only refreshment 
rooms where food is sold, would the same class of natives go to the refreshment 
rooms and get their brandy pegs ? 

' A.— I think many of them would, 

■ Q,— When you say Natives you don’t mean high caste Natives? You don’t 

see Brahmins and Banias having their brandy pegs ? 

A.— They go by the back road, if there is one. 

Q,— Is it not a condition of the license that there cannot be a back 
entrance? 

A,— Yes, but some of the shops have got two ot three compartments and 
these men can go into the back compartments through the front and hare their 
drink there, 

' J)r. Po»eM— The whole premises are licensed ? 

A.— Yes, but houses in Bombay are so built that you often have two or 
three rooms communicating with one another. 

Dr. PoiceK.— Is it not the intention of the license that there should be no 
drinking at the back ? 

,A.— Yes. ■' ^ 

■- Dr, PowcK.— That is circumvented ? 

' A.-Yes.'' 

OJiairwflw.— Would you advise that all shops for selling liquor in Bombay 
should bo built of a model pattern ? 

A.— I think there should be no back room in which anybody oonldsit 
without being seen from the front door. 
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Q.-Are there any other excise restrictions which you would propose for 
the sde of foreign liquor ? You have suggested about strength ? 

A.— Yes, I have given them in my report, 

Q.— In paragraph 7 you say you would have reducing, bottling, &o,, done 
under excise control Whore would you have your Government warehouse? 
Would yon put your warehouse under the Customs Department ? 

A.-I think it should he under the Excise Department, because we would 
know then exactly where the spirit goes and we could control the strength, The 
Port Trust warehouse next to the Custom House might he taken up for the 
purpose. The liquor must come straight from the Docks into our warehouse. 
There would have to be a special staff for this warehouse consisting o£ a 
Supervisor with inspectors. The Supervisor’s pay should be about Es. 300. 
He should be of the same 'rank as a Chief Inspector. There should be two 
inspectors on Bs, 150 or 100, 

Q.— Would you raise the license fees ? 

A.— I would not recommend any increase in license fees, I thick the pre< 
sent license fees are very high ; but supposing the present fees were doubled 
they would make prices higher. 

Q,— Can you derise any way by which certain shops would sell the cheap 
patent still liquor and no other ? 

A.— I don’t think that would be wise, 

Q,— The object would be to have these shops under a greater control 
Would it be practicable to divide foreign liquor shops into liquor shops which 
seE a good expensive spirit and those which sell cheap patent spirits only P 
A.— I think it would be possible. It wonld be possible to draw a line . 


Q.— Would you merely make it a matter of brand ? 

A.— There are many shops in the Fort now at which you could not ge^ 


Q.— But would you not come to a point where you could hardly distin^ish 
between what is to be considered good spirit and what is bad ? 

A,— Yes, There are diffoulties. 

Q.— Supposing the fees are raised drastically what wonld be the result? 
Supposing the fees on foreign liquor shops were doubled, would that lead to 


A.~One danger is that they would import worse and oheap spirit and sell 
it at a high price, 

Q.— Do the fees on retail-on foreign liquor shops correspond in amount to 
the fees which are bid at auctions for oountiy liquor shops? 

A.— The fees on foreign liquor shops are much lower, not half as high. 
There would be no result if the fees on foreign liquor shops be doubled or even 
trebled except that it would increase the price of liquor, 

Q.— How is foreign liquor taken ? 

A.— The natives who drink this stuff in shops usuaDy take it neat, 

Eao Bahadur Setalmd,—Oi mixed with a very small quantity of soda 
orwater? , ^ 

A,— Yes, 

Ciatrmo«,--When you say there should be a warehouse under Excise' 
control, what evil are you guarding against in particular ? 

nn ay unwholesome things bemg mixed with the liquor. I have 

T ha™ Tirrf present anything unwholesome is mixed, with spirit, 

thines beinir ® possibility of unwholesome 

comh-TT Burnt ‘a'-t spirit can be drunk by simply mixing so much 

county spint with It, ,n the proportion of half and half; ■ 

Q.--You know it is drunk ? 

bottlM, ^ experiments, and will send for some 
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Dr. Poi/aK.— Metliylated spirit wifct naplitlia added you oan malce potable ? 
A.— Tes, (Bottles were brought, 'which witness said contained denatured 
spirit made potable by various adraiiEtureB with mhowra liquor.) 

O/iairoian.— Apart from the risk of methylated spirit being used, hare you 
any reason to believe that anybody puts any unwholesome thing into the spirit 
that comes out of the hogsheads ? 

A.-No. 

Q.— Will yon tell us exactly what the importers do to the spirit that comes 
out in casks P ' 

A.— They get the spirit tested with a hydrometer and dilute it with a certain 
quantity of ordinary water. The water is taken from the Municipal water tap. 
Dr, dadaohanju—Sot from wells ? ‘ 

A.— Ifo. 

Dr. DadaeUnji—Do you know that gavlis give miloh cattle water drawn 
from wells ? Have you ever heard that ? 

A.— lifo. 

C/iatman.— Why should they use well water ? 

Dr, Dfld«c/w(yt.— The water taps in Bombay run for certain hours in the 
day only. During that time the milkmen mix their milk with water from wells 
in their compounds, 

Oiatom— (To the witness) Do you know whether the bottlers use well 
water ? 

A.— I have seen tap water used, In the native bazir they have got taps 
in their godoivns. 

Edo BaUditr Maiuiai,--liyi!dih-6mT for them to get water from 
taps? 

A.-Tea. 

Dr, PoKieK.--What is the minimum strength allowed, 

C/iairman.— There is no minimum for Bombay City, 

Dr.PoiceK.— Notatall? 

O/wimas.— Ko, (To the witness) I want to know how the importers 
treat this rectified spirit in bottling so as to get the appearance of rum, 

A.-'Thoy get burnt sugar and mix it in a cask and reduce to a certain 
strength. They allow the liquor to stand for a day or two and then they bottle it 
oE. , They have got their own labels and capsules. They do nothing else with 
the dilated spirit. Nothing but sugar is put in it, I have never known them to 
mix methylated spirit with it. They never put in any Savouring essences. No 
essences are allowed' to be imported. The A'bkdri Act does not allow it. 

Dr. JoweiJ.— No dhatura or tobacco is added ? 

A.— No. They oan only make methylated spirit potable with country 
liquor. They cannot do this with foreign spirit, 

Q,— Owing to the fact that the oountry spirit has a strong odour ? 

A,— Tes. Brandy would not help to kill the smell of methylated spirit 
1 don’t think there is any kind of foreign spirit that would remove the scent of 
naphtha and methylated spirit 

Q,— What do you suggest about labelling ? 

A,— Labelling should be done in the warehouse, The labels should, show 
the name of spirit and the name of country in which the spirit is mode. It should 
be stated on the labels whether the spirit is made of grain or rye or potato, or 
whatever it may be, ■ 

Dr. Emll.—Js the mode of produotion now declared on each label ? 

A.— It is not 

Dr. Domll—h a matter of fact you don't know whether the spirit is made 
from potato or grain? 

A.-As_ it comes from Germany it is probably potato spirit.' "Brandy made 
of potato spirit " on a label would make the label correct 
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"il/r. Pjw/en— (Shows the witness some imported bottles on the table). 
Are these bottles sold with these labels on showing the country of origin ? 

A,— Yes. 

Ckirmaw.— The bottles bear these labels in the cases ? 

A.-Tes. The bottles are taken out of the cases with these labels. 

Dr. Powell— witness a bottle). TFhat is the price of this ? 

A.-Es. 1-2-0. 

Q.— On whom would you put the duty of giving a true description. 

A.— We should have to make it a condition with importers to have the 
material from which the spirit is made stated on the labels, 

Q.— Then you go back to the Merchandise Marks Act? 

A.— Yes. It is necessary under that Act that a true trade description be 
given. 

Q.— lYonld you make every firm bottle in your warehouse or would you let 
firms like Phipson’s bottle in their own godown ? 

A.—In the case of high class firms such exemption may be made. But we 
must have our own supervision over the firms who would bottle in their own 
places, 

Q.— How would you deal with the stuff that comes already bottled ? 

A.— You cannot do anything to that unless wo insist on their giving a 
proper trade description. All bottling must be done in our warehouse. 

Q. -Under section IG of the A1)kari Act casks and oases can be taken from 
the Custom House by wholesale importers without any licenses? Would you 
alter that? 

A.— Yes. I think that clause ought to be abolished. 

Q.— Can you point out any evil in Bombay that results from the want of 
licenses for wholesale dealers in casks, etc. ? 

A,— We don’t know what they do with the casks. Anybody from Parsi Bazar 
may try to sell wholesale. There are 41 wholesale licenses in Bombay. Besides 
these 44 there are some persons who are selling casks without any licenses at 
all I think there are about 20 or 30 firms selling without any A'bkari license 
at all. That is a loss to the revenue. I am referring to their wholesale trade 
in casks and cases. 

Q— Is any further restriction desirable on hours of sale ? 

A.-For most shops the closing hour is 9-30. It is necessary, however, 
that refreshment rooms doing a respectable trade should be open till 11-30 or 
12. Places like Green’s are open all night. Eetnil-offs close at 9-30, I would 
not make any change in the present times of closing. 

Q.— Can you say anything about the respective wholesomeness of foreign 
and country spirit ? 

•_ A.--I have no experience of the different effects of these liquors on 
natives. 


_ Jr. Jodac/«wi/i.— Are you aware that country liquor when distilled in a 
still contains some copper ?■ 

^ not noticed whether it has a deleterious effect on the 
health of consumers. Ho complaint has been received as regards bad effects 
from country liquor which passes out of distilleries. I have not tested any 
foreign spirit for copper. The percentage of copper allowable in country spirit 
IS about k of a gram per gallon. = rr j v 


Q. Have you anything to say about cheap wines ? Is there any material 
sale ot cheap, wine to natives of India ? 

generally take the botflos 

away from the shops.. All classes of.people may buy, the.better as well as the 
lower classes.. .Pert wine is used id 4 case of illness. ‘ 
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Q,— Has tlio increase of duty on country spirit given an impetus to the 
sale of foreign spirit? 

in the mofnssil, where people can still .get country spirit 

JDf. Poaell—Ho you mean that the enhanced still«head duty in these 
places has led to the increased sale and consumption of foreign spirit P 

A.— No. The increased taxation on country spirit has not led to 
its abandonment in any great degree in favour of foreign spirit. Foreign 
spirit is resorted to by people on account of the attractive bottles and labels 
and the attractiveness of the shops. 

Dr. Dadac/wa;/.— Would yon apply your rules about labelling to respect- 
able firms P , 

A.— Yes. I would insist on all labels having proper trade descriptions. 
The labels would bo read by literate purchasers. Mill-hands and the labouring 
classes would not read the labels. 

Dr, Foul’ll,— You said you would have an excise warehouse. Would you 
require to employ .an export ? 

A.— Bottling and roducing require no export knowledge, The inspector 
would only have to attend to reduction of the spirit, ie. the mixing of water, 
and colouring substances. 

Dr. Fonell.— You say if the duty on these spirits was increased, it 
would encoui age importers to introduce cheaper spirits. Is that possible P Is 
not this spirit as cheap as it possibily can be ? 

A.— They can get a cheaper spirit. 

Dr. Fowell—Jk you know that there is any cheaper spirit than this ? 

A.-No. 

Dr. PowcB.— At present there is no cheaper way of manufacturing it P 

A,— The sellers can make it cheaper by reducing the strength, and diluting 
it and by lessening the cost of manufacture. 

Dr. Poicell.— Lessening the cost of manufacture would not necessarily 
make it inferior ? 

A.--No. 

Q,— Have you seen anybody drink this methylated spirit mixed by you 
with country spirit ? 

A.—Thoy have drunk it before me. All the bottles of methylated and 
country spirit mixed in different proportions have been drunk by natives in 
my presence. They like it. They were coolies or mill-hands. 

Mr. Froeter.—li rectified spirit imported in bulk P 

A.— In drums. It is bottled in Bombay. All bottles of cheap spirit 
imported in oases are labelled before they come to Bombay. There is ho cheap 
bottled whisky brought by importera and labelled in Bombay, 

Mr. Procter.— What proportion of spirit comes with labels as compared 
with unlabelled P 

A.— I think equal proportions. 

Dr, J)aMmji.—llm' fou pn any case in which bottles of well-known 
manufacturers coming out here with labels are opened by shop-keepors, some 
of their contents emptied and inferior sluiis pul in instead and soldp 

A.— There may be cases. Some of these manufacturers send their labels 
and capsules, Meroliants import good whisky, draw out a certain amount and 
mix with the rest oheapor stnll and put on it Barnard & Co.’s labels and 
capsules. Many European firms export labels which can be put on bottles of 
any spirits. 
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Oiatmaffl.— Should that be stopped ? . 

A.— 7es, because it is desirable that in every case the country of oiigin 
and the process of manufacture should be shown on the labeh 

Dr. PeiccW.~When rectified spirit is reduced to 25° U. P. is it cheaper or 
stronger as compared 'with country spirit of equal strength? 

A.— It is cheaper. It is 40° U. P. foreign spirit which competes in price 
with country liquor at 25° C. P. 
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No; 619 OP 1908-09., 

From ’ . 

Me. H. J. KEES3, 

Chief lospeofor of Esdse, 

Bombaj; 

To 

TflE COMMISSIONER op A'BKA'RI • 


AND 



Bmhij, Util Imiarji 1909. 


Sir, 

■Willi roterenoe to your No. 7692 of the Slat ultimo, I have the honour 
to submit the following outline under each question 

1, These spirits are imported into Bombay from German and Austrian 
ports. They, I believe, are manufactured in Germany. 

2, A large quantity of this spirit is intended for the Bombay Presidency. 
Much of it also goes to Berar and Central Provinces, Hyderabad State, 
Central India and the United Provinces. 

3, These spirits are manufactured from potatoes, and are distilled at 
60 to 68 over proof. The potatoes are 6rst required to pass through a 
washing machine which removes a largo amount of adhering and extraneous 
dirt and foreign matter, after the potatoes have been thoroughly washed they 
are conveyed to a mhsh. cooker and- washing apparatus, by which they are 
gelatinized, which practically liquifies tho starch. The liquid thus made is 
strained and passed through oooliug pipes to fermenting vats and eventually 
conveyed to a patent still. 

4 I regret I am not in a position to offer an opinion on this point, 

B. These cheap liquors are nothing else but spirits drawn at high 
strengths, they are treated with different essences before export and are thus 
converted into " Brandy or Bum ” to meet tho requirements of the Bombay 
firms. The cost of spirits with tho essences is about two pence extra per 
gallon, 

6, I do not think that these processes make any change in the whole- 
Bomeutss of tho liquor. 

7, Rectified spirit is drunk after being reduced in strength, 

(1) In Bombay the streugth varies from 25“ to 50° U. P. 

(2) In the mofussil 13* U. P, 

• 8. Methylated spirit is not drunk. Dr. IFiley of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture says “ that he does uot believe alcohol can be denatured in such a 
way as to make it so impotable that somebody will not drink it, because there 
are soma men so depraved that they would drink anything that looked like 
alcohol.” A stray person or so may therefore drink methylated spirit, 

■0. No spirits are blended in Bombay. All that is done here is to reduce 
imported spirits from 60° 0. P. to ? , from 16° to 60° U, P. 

10. Wholesale vendors import these liquors and sell them to a niall « r 
vendors in Bombay, The importers being also retail "off" lioeUsees sell them by 
retail, f.c., single bottles at a time. Mofussil vendors are supplied by the 
Bombay merchants, either in bottles at 16° U. P. or 6 gallon drum or hogsheads 
at the strength imported, i, e,, 60° 0. P. 

11. The wholesale prices in Bombay of tho principal brands of brandy 

and rum range from 13 to 14 rupees a dozen bottles of strength' 30 to 
60°D.P. ■ ; ‘ 
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Diluted spirit from IS to 13 rupees per dozen bottles, strength varying 
from 30 to 60° Ut P. 

Wholesale prices at 15* IJ, P. as follows 
Brandy Bs, 16 to 17 a dozen. 

■ Hum Es, 16 per dozen. 

Dilated spirit Rs. 14 por dozen, 

12. In Bombay the strengths of cheap liquors sold to tho public range 
from 80 to 50° U. P. 

In the mofussil 15° D. P. 

13. The retail price per bottle in Bombay is 

Brandy at 15° U. P. Be. l-5‘0 to Bo, l-G-O. 

Bum ditto Eo. I»4r0 to Re. l-6'O. 

Diluted spirit Be. 1-2-0. 

Brandy at 30° to 40° U. P. Be. l-S-O to Be. 1.4-0. 

Bum ditto Be. 1'2»0 to Bo. l»4-0. 

Diluted spirit ditto Be. l-O-O, 

In the mofussil about Bo. 1-8-0 to Be, M0>0. 

14. These liquors are sold as “ Brandy ”, “ Bum " and “Diluted Spirits,” 
Bottles are capsuled and wired and labelled with gorgeous labels, bearing bogus 
manufacturer’s names. There are many firms in Bombay who bottlo tho spirit 
received in the one consignment and label them with several different labels, 
misleading the public entirely. 

16. In Bombay these liquors are drunk by artificers, mill-hands and low 
paid clerks. In tho mofussil cultivators of tho better class and low paid clerks, 
persons who usually used to patronise country liquor shops. > 

16. The consumption of these liquors is increasing in Bombay and at tho 
expanse of country liquor. 

In the mofussil it is inoreasing and will do so much moro when it becomes 
widely known that the price of foreign liquor is so low. 

17i Regret I am not in a position to give an opinion on the suhject. 

18, Tee, I think the correct description of foreign spirit of all kinds 
should be made on all labels. 

The place of manufacture and the manufacturer’s name ought to appear 
on the labels. Bottling ought to be done in bonded warehouses and under 
Government supervision, rectified-spirit should not bo permitted to bo reduced 
in strength and be labelled as "Brandy” or "Bum” but be labelled "Diluted 
Spirit.” 

19. The strength of all foreip liquors for Bombay be fixed at 15' U. P. 
This would afieot the cheap brands only, as the higher quiility of spirits is 
usually put on the market at 15° U. P, This would be the means of discour- 
aging the consumption of cheap foreign liquor as the pijee would rise slightly, 
and would not compare so favourably with country liquor as is now the case. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant, 
H. J. KEBSS, ' 



. Eramined bj tbe Chairman 

.A.—My total A'bkfri sernco is 22 years. I am Chief Inspector in Bombay 
City. 

Q.— Do you bow from experience that no essences or flarouring matters 
are used by any importers in Bombay ? 

A.— I bow that no essences are used. I have not found any. The Excise 
inspection is such' as to preclude them being used without its being known. 

Q.— It cannot bo done in secret? 

A.— Those people who bottle here haying their own bottling godowns, 
might do it, because we haye no control over their bottbg warehouses. 

Q.— Are you sure they are not doing it ? 

A.— Tes. I say they don’t do it from my experience and from the enquiries 
I have mode. 

Q.— Would a man got a bottle of rectified spirit and turn it into fine pale 
brandy? 

A--NO. 

Q.— Are you sure that is never done ? 

' A.-No. 

Q.— Are the places in which rectified spirit is turned into rum, places to 
which your inspectors have access ? 

A.— Yes, but we don’t go to all places. Wo have no control over their 
bottling godowns, There is, however, nothing to prevent us from going there. 

Q.— Are these places such as your inspectors can drop in occasionally? 

A —Tes. They have done so frequently of late. They have done it under ■ 
special orders. No objection is made by the merchants. Under their licenses 
they cannot make objections. We have the right to go over any part of the 
premises and see anything that is being done. 

Q.— Therefore they can be controlled ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— In those special researches has it become practically certain that nothing 
is done except colouring the dilute spirit? 

A.— Yes. No essences are allowed to como from Europe. I know nobody 
manufactures essences here, I don’t know any case of methylated spirit being 
converted into a drink in Bombay, I have no reason to suppose this is done. 
Dilate spirit is sent to the mofussil at 15° D. P, strength. It is sent in casks or 
drums. Some people bottle up-country. Prom my enquiries I have learnt that 
it is often sent to the mofussil in casks. I don't know any firm to whom it 
goes in the mofussil, but they say it is exported to Central India and Hyderabad. 

Q,— That is another matter. Do you know that it goes to any liquor shop- 
keeper in the mofussil in casks ? 

A.-No. 

Q.— Do you regard this dilute spirit as any worse than any other foreign 
spirit? 

A.— I cannot say. 

Q.— Have you any opinion as to whether the liquor, which comes out ns 
brandy, rum or whisky from Europe, compares unfavourably or favourably, ’ 
with conntiy spirit? Have you any opinion about its effect? 

A.-No. 

Qi— Can you give any reason why Bombay importers import some of' their 
spirit in casks and some already bottled ? 

A.— I don’t know. They simply bring it in cash and bottle here to intro- 
duce their own label and show they are doing their own business. They want 
to show different brands. 
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Q.—Wliy do tliBy import in bottle at nll?^ Is the stuff that comos out 
already bottled clieaper or dearer tliantlio other ? 

A, —It is sold at about the same price. 

Q.— Praotically there is no difference in price? 

A, -Very little. Will-hands and artificers patronise European liquor shops. . 
They think it a little moro'respeefablo to call for brandy and rum and English 
liquor. They think it more rospeotablo to patronise European liquor than 
country liquor. Foreign liquor shops soli cheap liquors and are therefore 
patronised by people who othorwiso would uso country liquor. Tiny are 
patronised by lour paid clerks, mill-hands and artifioers who would otherwise go 
to the country liquor shops. Ep-country cultivators go to tho foreign liquor 
shop-keepers and ask for brandy because they think it is superior to country 
liquor. 

Q.— Your raofuBsil experience was in Kliilndcsli. What is your experience 
about Dhulia? Who would ho the principal onstomors of liquor shop-keepers 
there? 

A.— I was at Nandnrbdr. Better class Bhils and other people, who are 
doing well, and eullivafors patronise these simps. Many of tho people who are 
forbidden to drink by their caste scruples patroiiiso these shops. They are high 
caste Hindus. I have seen some Braliinins going into tho shops. They do not 
drink in tho front room, In the shop they are served with inoiils and liquor. 
Besides Brahmins, other well-to-do Hindus patronise those shop.s. I have not 
seen Banias going to thorn, but Parsis do. Hindis don’t take country liquor. 
Mahomodans also patronise foreign shops. Tlio ahovo arc tho principal custom- 
ers of the shops in F/isik, of which I have had experience. Many people of 
tho lower clasBos also patronise these shops. In the inofiissil I linvo seen very 
few peoplo of tho coolie class going lo buy foreign spirit. The principal custom- 
ers aro those who are prohibited by religion from drinking, They arc tlie upper 
classes of natives. In Bombay tho siato of things is different. Tho principal 
customers aro a mixture of higher and lower classes. Here tlio lower classes 
are addicted to foreign liquor much more tlian in tho mofussil. Tho mill-hniid 
has taken very much to foreign spirit. 

Q.— Havo you any suggestions ns regards further rcstriolioDS to he put on 
cheap foreign spirits? 

A.— Tho only restrictions I can suggest aro that it would be necessary to 
raise the strength in Bombay to what wo liavo got in tho mofussil about lo’ U. P. 

I would apply that to all foreign spirits whatsoever that como into Bombiiy, 
That would he welcomed by tho shops that only sell high priced liquor, for such 
liquor is chiefly 15’ U. P. 

Q.— Have you verified tho fact that high priced liquors aro principally sold 
at lo’U.P. strength? • i i J 

A.— I have tested some of tho liquor in our refreshment rooms. 

_ Q.— Is that the only thing you havo to suggest ? Do you suggest any 

iEore.i8e in the license fee ? 


A.— If license fens are to bo increased at all they may bo increased on 
refreshment rooms and on rotail-on shops only, 

Q.— Do you think there is room for increase there ? 

A,— Very little; hai'dly any. 


* ” 

A,— It is assessed at Bs. 1-8-0 a dozen. That scorns to ha fairly high, 

' if wore materially increased, sai 

then? * °° shops and rofreshmont-rooms ? What would happei 

ir^highem?e'^°"^ licensees will soil inforior brands as superior brands ani 


now?^' **'*'”* ^ bottom of inferiority in spirits 


A.- Oh yes, 
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Q.—Tlien can tlierabBiinytlimg worse sold? . ■ ' 

A.— If customers went to ask for a superior brandy or whisky,' they would 
sell him half inferior and half superior stuff, calling it by the higher name, 

Q.— Have these shops any class of customers who care about the quality 
of the stuff they got : Are there any Europeans to suffer f . 

A.— Tos, for the refreshment-rooms. . 

Q,— Do you think everybody would be cheating ? 

A,—Some uusorupulous shopkeepers would undoubtedly cheat, 

Q,— Are not the foreign license foes far lower than the corresponding fees 
on country liquor shops? 

A—The country liquor shops are usually sold by auction, and, in that case 
high bids are mode for the shops, because one man wishes to outbid another. 

Q.-'Dd you consider that there is no room for bringing up the .foreign 
liquor license foes to something nearer the scale of country liquor fees ? 

A.—! don't think there is much margin left. 

Q.— Do you consider that the retail-on license might be altogether 
abolished ? What would happen if it were ? 

A.— If the retail-on shops were entirely abolished it would probably 
inconvenience the public, because there aro now so many retail-on shops that 
people have got used to drink cheap foreign stuff. 

Q,— Wh<at do you say to abolishing those licenses altogether ind having 
only retail-off shops which would sell bottles, and refreshment-rooms which 
would sell rotail-on as they do now ? 

A.— That would bo very advisable. The retail-on shop has a bar, It is 
a Eefreshment Hoorn except that it does not sell food. That is all. It sells by 
the peg. Europeans very rarely, hardly over frequent retail-on shops. The 
stuff from these shops very largely goes away in whole bottles also. The 
greater part is taken away iu bottles. I think the retail-on do a brisker and 
bigger trade in bottles than retail-off shops. Mill-bauds do not go to rctail-oS 
shops, or at least very few. Well-to-do people go there, such as clerks getting 
moderate salaries. I should not consider that Pdrsis are the principal customers 
of theso shops. They m.iy perhaps be a fairly large number in proportion to 
the gonetal body of people that purchase cheap liquor, 

Q.— The rectified spirit all goes out as rum ? 

A.— It goes out both as rum and dilute spirit. 

Dr. DdatJmji.—Do Pdrsis take cheap foreign liquor ? 

A.— They take it very, largely. 

Dr. Dadaolmiji—Yorj laigely ? Are you quite sure ? 

A.— I see them at the shops coming and buying the stuff, 

Dr. Dadaa1mji.—%ij take ihe very oheap stuff ? 

A.-Tes. 

CImirmn (to Dr. Dadaobanji),— Do you think they don’t P 

Dr. Dadacknji.—^o. Even Parsis who are employed in mills on low pay 
do not drink it. 

Chainm (to witness).— Then the chief customers must be Hindus and 
Mahomedaus? 

A,— Hindus very largely, and some Mahomedaus, I have never made an 
actual aeeount of people going in to buy liquor iu one of theso foreign liquor 
shops, Shopkeepers never show ns lists of customers. So that I don't know 
precisely what proportion of different olassos goos to theso shops, 

Mr. Procter.— Do you say rootiried spirit is turned only into rum ? 

A.— Yes. I never heard of its beiog called anything else, 

OWwit,— What does the man who drinks dilute spirit think he gets ? 

_ A.— He Ihinka he gets rum, He oalls for rum. He never calls for dilute 
spirit under that name, 

Mr. Frooler,—h all dilute spirit drunk ns rum ? 

A.— Yes, and there is a very largo demand for it under that wa m B, 
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Chairman.— h this of recent growth ? 

A.— No. I think it has been going on for some time. 

Q.— How long can you remember? 

A.— When I was here about seven years ago there were people who were 
bottling rectified spirit and selling it as mm. The purchaser asked ‘for rum, 
and got this dilute spirit. Whisky is not much drunk by natives, They usually 
asked for rum or brandy. (To Mr. Procter.) By reducing the strength to 15® 
TI. P. I aim at raising the price. The high strength would not make it more 
injurious, or more intoxicating. 

Cifljrman.— Surely it wouldmake a man more intoxicated than a low strength, 

A.'-He would bo intoxicated it he drank as much of the higher, but he 
would drink less, 

Mr. Procter.— Yon. raise the price and you expect he will drink a smaller 
quantity ? 

A.--Te3. But they don’t like liquor unless they feel intoxicated. 

Mr. Procter.— Ani he would get drunk as much with a small quantity of 
the 15° H. P. as with a larger quantity of the other ? 

A.-Yes. 


Mr. Powell.—'Qo customer ask for specific brands of liquor ? 

_ A -People who drink brandy sometimes ask for a particular brand to 
which they are accustomed. Ordinarily a man merely asks for brandy, rum, etc. 

Mr. Povsell. Sefetring to your answer about license fees, exporters 
might send out cheaper spirit, but how would it be inferior ? ^ 

A.-Buyers of the better quality would be cheated. In many cases a 
customer goes and asks for a particular brand. The bottler would fill the bottle 


Q.— Can you distinguish superior and inferior spirit ? 

A,— I cannot, They are all alike, 

equahyT^^ ™ “ot tt" price of the liquor be increased 

A.-Tes, but when duty is raised it affects the price of all liquors equally. 

JJdc BaWdtfr Setalmd.-^Q you would prefer to have a higher minimum 
strength 15 [J. P. rather than that duty be raised ? ° 

, IkmfoKiH, p™ ,on 

Kf 

A That would create a difficulty in differentiating between the two. 
foreign stuff*? ° country liquor is less injurious than the cheap 
A.— I cannot say. 

of Government supervision 

manufactured from artiolerwhWiT*"-^^***''^''®^ without supernsion it may be 
^•cat the stuff is manSSfr^Sff 
under the direct Government contml ;= r, t manufactured 

tured under we don’t know what control ^ ® ®®® manufao- 

W « h “! •« **«» 

A.-Ko. 
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Jnsioen of Mr, Kmei'ji Bamsh, Excise inspector, Bomhij, to 
questiojisfor mtncsses. 

I. These spirits in many cases ave imported to Bombay direct from Germany 
and Austrian Porta and sometimes from English Ports after they are imported 
into Great Britain from Germany and Austria whore they aro manufactured, 
Pew of the importers have it from Erench ports also. 

II. Most of these imported spirits are for consumption in Bombay 
Presidency and the rest go to Central Provinces, Hyderabad, Native States, 
Punjiib, Quetta, Northern Eroncier and some to Madras. 

III. It is distilled from Potatoes, Beet Boots, Molasses, Sugarcandy and 
'rotten or decomposed fruits. It is distilled in Patent stills and, therefore, ’the 
product is much superior to that manufactuted in India as all the impurity and 
injurious ingredients are removed by number of distillations of the same stuff 
which has to be distilled till the highest strength of O.P. is reached, afe,G8 0,P, 

IV. Nature of the base does not affect the products, for, as said before, 
re-distillation to the highest strength in Patent Stills removes all injurious 
ingredients and products irrespectively of the base used. None of the bases 
used are considered unwholesome. 

V. Diluting with water and colouring by burnt sugar are the only processes 
to which those spirits are subjected in Bombay to represent Brandy, Whisky, 
Bum and Diluted Spirits, 

VI. The liquor is neither made more or less wholesome by the above 
processes. 

VIT, Tea, it is drunk all over Bombay and mofussil after diluting. It is 
reduced by addition of water and in strength of from 15“ to 50' IJ.P. for Bombay 
and 15° H.P. only for mofussil as no spirit is allowed to be sold below this 
strength. 

Prices of whoesale per dozen vary according to strength and it is for 16’ 
IJ.P. Rs. 16 and Es. 1-5-0 to Its. 1-6-0 per bottle, and of 60' U.P. Bs. 11-8-0 
per dozen and Be. 1 for a bottle and 44° tJ,P, Rs. 12-8-0 per dozen and Es. J -2-0 
for a bottle. 

VIIL In mofussil it is drunk as medicine by Bhils and other ignorant 
clsssps of people after diluting it with water for strong colic, indigestion and 
cholera under the belief that the strong spirit will relievo the pains. In Bombay, 
too, coolies, hamals and mill labourers aro said to drink for tlie samo reasons. 

IX. No blending is allowed in Bombay, but it is done in Europe where 

they consider blending as an art and there aro spocinl warehouses for bleDdinff, 
Blending is allowed at Calcutta and Madras. ° 

In Bombay liquor is only diluted and coloured by importers and wholesale 
and retail dealers. 

X. In Bombay most importers are wholesale and retail dealers and supply 
to Bombay and mofussil dealers also. There are very few direct importers of 
spirits in mofussil, for, most of them got their supply from Bombay importers 
and wholesale dealers. 

XI. Tho wholesale prices per dozen, of the following principal inferior 
brands aro as follows 

Bs. a, p. 

Eine Palo Brandy of 16° U.P. ... 15 8 0 

Rum, Diluted spirits 44° U.P. ...12 8 0 

15 U,P, ... 15 0 0 for mofussil. 

There are some kinds of inferior Brandy bottled in Europe and sold here 
in Bombay at Es. 11 to Rs. 10-8-0 a dozen of 50° D.P. 

XII. 16° 30',, 40', 50° U.P. and in mofussil of 16° U.P. 

XIII. -' These inferior brands are not bottled in reputed quarts but aro 

bottled in bottles of loss capacity, m. of from 0 to % drams, and prices vary 
according to strength. “ ^ 
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Kb. 1 to Es. 1-6-0 a bottle in Bombay and in mofussil Es. 1-12*0. 

XIT, These liquors are bottled in Bombay and principally sold under 
labels invented by the bottling merchants. The brands are given imaginary 
and bear bogus company’s names and are chiefly invented to imitate better 
brands and are made attractive by applying sbovry labels chiefly imitating 
home printed labels. 

XV. Better paid mill-bands, Eailway employees, Dock-vrorkmc-n, clerks, 
artists, mostly of Hindu community. In mofussil a better class of people during 
festivals and Holidays. 

XVI. Yes, specially in Bombay and at the expense of country spirits 
chiefly because it competes ivitb country liquor which can be bad for Its. 1-2-0 
a bottle. In mofussil it does not compete with country liquor, but people 
generally consider foreign liquor as superior to countiy liquor in quality and, 
therefore, its consumption is prevalent there amongst better class of people. 

XVE No. 

No patent stills in Bombay Presidency except one lately constructed in 
Dbulia Distillery^for country liquor, 

XVIIL Yes, by enforcing the retailers to mark correct strength and true 
brand of the spirit on the labels, the public will be better informed as to what 
stuff they receive for their money. 

XIX. Retail dealers should be compelled to take out permits before they 
are allowed to take any liquor in their shops from wholesale dealers or importers. 
They should be compelled to have no spirits of less than 20“ U.P, strength, 
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EwdenceofMr.KmrjiDaraik. 

Esamined by tbe Ohairmau he said as follows:— 

. I am an Excise Inspector of Bombay City. I have said in iny answers that 
no blendini; goes on in Bombay but in Calcutta and Madias. I have beard so. 
I do not-know anything about tbe regulations or the circumstances under which 
tbe blending takes place. There they .ire allowed to put essences to convert 
rectified spirit into whisky.or brandy, and they are allowed to import essences 
which is not the case in Bombay. 

Q.— Are you always looking out to detect blending with essences here ? 

A,— Yes. During the last six months the Excise Officers hare been making 
special enquiries about what is going on in the godowns of importers. I have 
heard of no oases of essences being used. 1 have heard of no case of methylated 
spirit being turned into a drinkable spirit. 

' Q.— You say that shops sell bottles of different sizes— that fs not all quarts 
of eight drams? 

' A.— The bottles vary from 6 to 8 drams. 

Q.— Does the customer know when he asks for a bottle that he gets a 
bottle of 6 drams instead of 8 drams ? 

A.— No. The ignorant class of people don’t understand this, Questions 
regarding uniform sizes for bottles have been raised with regard to foreign liquor 
shops, but difficulties are found in enforcing them, and there is no provision on 
the subject in the licenses. 

Q.— Is there variation to such, an extent that it is an extensive fraud on 
customers ? 

A.— Yes, because the ignorant classes don’t understand what they get. But 
there is a difference in price if the’quantity is loss. . 

Q.— Do tbe shopkeepers cheat the customers by selling them 6 drams and 
charging for 8? 

A.— The retail dealers do if there is no competition. 

. Q.— Suppose one man sells Pale Brafty in 8 dram bottles and bis neigh- 
bour sells exactly the same stuff in 6 dram bottles; will they both be charging 
the same price ? 

A.— No. If one sells an 8 dram bottle, tbe other, man will do tbe same or 
charge less, because no customer would go to him otherwise. 

' Mo BaMdur Nefaitoad.— Would there be any cheating ? 

' A.— Two neighbouring shops both keep generally the same size bottles or 

there might he a difference of a quarter of a dram or so. ^ 

(Witness here explained the different capacities of the bottles standing 
' on the table, showing considerable variations. He priced one bottle at 
Bs. 2-12.0.) 

Q.— Why should that be so dear ? 

A.— Because it is 68° 0. P. rectified spirit. 

Q.— What is it bought for ? 

. A.— For preparing essences, and chemists and druggists use it for hair oil 
and other things. 

Q.— That is for industrial purposes ? 

' A.— Yes. It is not used for drinking, 

Q,— If bottles of 6 drams' are sold at lower prices then there is no' fraud ? 

A.— Some bottles from Europe of loss than 8 drams ore sold dearer than 
bottles of 8 drams, The customers imve to pay a higher price because though 
quantity is less the liquor is better. 

Er. PoweMi^Would a customer ask for a bottle or would be ask. for a 
quart? ‘ 

A,— He would ask for a bottle, and not mention any particular size, 

s 577-28 
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Q.-Do you consider tliat tie oapsoity of tlie bottle ought to be sbown on 

tbe j p{ g jijg 4 gjamg o„g|i|j ^ be prescribed. 

It TOuld be better to have the labeffing done under supervision. It should be 

done in a.warehouse under the supervision of excise officers who can see that 
the labels’ that are put on the bottles are proper. 

Q.-Is there jany difference in the sizes of bottles in high class shops like 
Treacher’s and Phipson’s? 

A.— Tes. 

Q.— The same variety of size as in other shops ? 

A.-yeB. 

Q.— Are country spirit and this cheap foreign liquor sold at much the 
same prices? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Is there any country spirit sold at one rupee per bottle of 8 drains in 
Bombay? 

A.— No. 

Q.-'Is any of this foreign stuff sold at one rupee ? 

A.— Yea. 

Q.-mat? 

A.— Dilute spirit of 60* D. P, 

Q.— The foreign spirit is about half the proof strength of the country 
spirit? 

A.— Tes. Country spirit sells at 20° to 26° D. P. in Bombay. 

Q.— Have you any experience whether the cheap foreign spirit is more 
injurious than country spirit? 

A.— No personal experience. 

Q.— You have no opinion one way or the other ? 

A.— I have. _ Foreign liquor is not injurious at all. It is not injurious 
because it is distilled in patent stills and thus all injurious ingredients are 
removed. 

' Q.— You are theorising. Have you seen foreign liquor in the process of 
manufacture ? 

A.— No, I have not. 

Q.— Do people of your own race drink this foreign spirit— Pdrsis ? 

, A.— Few, very few. They understand the inferior and the superior stuffs 

and they drink the superior stuff, 

Q.— Hardly anybody of your class would drink Hamburg patent slill 
spirit? 

A.— Yery few. 

Mr, Pmffr.— With regard to those that cannot afford dearer liquor ? 

A, -They would go in for country spirit. 

Mr, Procter.— In pferenoe to this? 

A-Tes. 


Q.— Why do they prefer oountiy spirit? 

c 11 d M '^***^*^ hecause it is stronger, especially the spiced kinds 

Mdo MahUtir SMmd,—h it hot? 

A.-No. 


Br, PoweK.— Suppose a man drinks Mhowra or foreign spirit of equal 
strength, would he get an equal or worse headache ? Some people get beadaoheS 
aftedrmkmg liquor. I presume they would get greater headaches by taWng 
Jlhowra on account of its hBinwsW^? 
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jlfr. Many-Farflis? , 

i.— Yes, lut some go in for foreign liquor. 


it produce any injurious effects ? 

A,— If they take a large quantity, , 

Q.— You don’t know any instano®? , ‘ 

A.— If people take large quantiti® of either country or foreign liquors they 


Dr. PowfiK.— Which would give them the worst headache, country or 
foreign spirit? 

A.— I think country spirit, as far as I know, won’t give headaches. 
OWwB.— Is there much drinking of foreign liquor among Hindu classes 
who are forbidden by religion to drink ? 

A.— Yes. 


Q.— Have you made any observations on the question whether it ruins the 
constitution or intellect ? 

' A.— I have not asked them questions, They go to the shop and buy a 
bottle. They get cheap, inferior stuff if they ask for a bottle for Rs. 1-iO, 
That would be 50“ U. P. If they pay Rs, 14-0 they get stuff which is 15“ U, P, 

Q.— Is drinking growing to your knowledge ? 

A.-No, 

Q.— Are foreign spirit drinkers mostly moderate drinkers or the contrary ? 
A,— The most part are moderate drinkers, 

Q.— Do you see people ooming<from foreign liquor shops reeling ? ' 

A.— Very few, 

Q.— Do you ffnd them get drunk ihore in country shops ? 

A,— Yes, 

Q,— Do those people who drink foreign liquor mis the stuff with water? 
A.— Yes, 


Q,— Extensively ? 

A,— No, half and half. Mill-hands diyi’t mix water, but Hindu clerks and 
other people do, I have found Mahomedans going to the shops to drink. It 
would be better to have a uniform strength fixed for all foreign spirits both for 


Q,— What strength ? 

A.-20”U.P, 

.Q,— Why not 15°? 

A.— Fifteen would be better. It must bo above 20, 


Q.--Why fix this strength in Bombay? 

A,— So that foreign would not compete with country liquor, as the prices 
would have to rise, 

Mr, Froeter.—ls that your only reason that it should give a free field to 
country liquor? 

A.— At present people get good foreign liquor cheaper than country liquor, 

Q,— You don't consider restrictions should be put on it with any other 
object than that of preventing it from competing with country liquor ? 

A.-Yes, 

Q,— It is purely a revenue question ? 

A,— Yes. 

Q,-tYou don’t think thO liquor is bad ? 

A.-No. 

Q,— You don’t consider there ehoald’be any further restrictions than there 
are now? . 

A,-There ' should be permits on whioh the retail shopkeepers can' get 
liquor from wholesale shopkeepers, so that we can check the accounts for tho' 
purpose of fixing Hcenso fees. 
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Q.-YOU don’t think the shopkeepers keep proper accounts ? 

A.— No, With a permit system, we should keep the counterfoils o£ the 
permits and so check the deliveries nt the shops. 

Q.— You consider that the excise authorities are seriously misled in the 
matter of assessing duty by false accounts ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Then the fees are' probably a great deal lower than they should bo ? 

A.— In some cases, not in all as some honest people keep proper accounts. 

Q.— Have you got anything to suggest about the labels in order that the 
purchaser may be informed what he is drinking ? 

A.— The label should bear the strength and if the contents of the bottle 
are brandy then brandy should be stated. 

Q.— Explain further. 

A.— Beotified spirit is coloured and put in a bottle with a brandy label, 

Q.— Well, what would you have put on that bottle ? 

A.— “ Eectified spirit, coloured, d 15° U. P.” or whatever the strength is. 

Q.— But practically everything before us called brandy is a potato spirit 
or some grain spirit into which an essence has been put ? Would you consider 
the public ought to be informed about that on the label ? 

A.— Yes, I think so. 

Q.— What means would you surest to enforce correct labelling? 

A.— If this bottling is done in the warehouse, then we will know what they 
do. They should be compelled to put the labels on in the warehouse, 

Q.— Have you anything to say on cheap wines f 

A.— No. There is no need for any special restriction on them. 

Mr. Procter.— You said rectified spirit is sold as brandy ? 

A.— Yes. I have found that rectified spirit is sold as brandy or rum, 

Mr, Procter.— How do you know ? 

A.— Because it is admitted. That is my experience, I have found it in the 
shops, 

Mr, PoiccW.— You wish to have ijjie strength increased, for the sole reason 
that foreign liquor is cheaper than country liquor. Would not the consumer 
soon find out that he is getting stronger drink and take it mixed with water? 

A.— No. He would always take it neat, Only educated people dilute, 

Q.— How would you prevent change of the approved label in the shop ? 

A.— We have a very large excise establishment in Bombay. There are 
20 or 25 Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors who are continually going to the shops, 

Mr.FmoeU.—L man who adds water to the spirits is not engaging in 
manufacture? 

A.-No. 

Mr. Poice/i.— The man who adds essences does? 

A.— Yes, 

Mr, PoweB.— The man who adds burnt sugar ? 

A.-No. 

Dr, PoweB,— Why not? 

A,— It is only for colouring, 

Mr, Fowell— Why does the man who adds essences engage In manufacture 
while the man who adds burnt sugar does not ? 

^.—Because the one comes under the definition of manufacture and the 
Ollier does not. 

Ml , Pomll.—l think colouring ought to be considered manufacture. 
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Bdo Sflhaditr iS'efa^tmd.-T'Yqa say you see more people coming out rooling 
from coan% liquor shops thiiu from cheap foreign liquor shops ? ' 

A.— Tesj 

Mao Bahadur Setdmd.--li is not due to this fact that those nrho resort 
to the country liquor shops are people 'Who are less able tO' take care of them< 
selves? 

A.--Tes. 

Mao Balddur Sekkad,rrMi- who have less self-control ? 

A.— Tes. 

Mdo BahMur iJeWcad.— You said that drinking of even cheap foreign stuff 
is not more injurious than country liquor ? 

A.-.Ye3. My grounds for saying so are that it is the purer stuff. 

. Mdo Bahadur Setakad.—Do you mean to say that liquor manufactured 
here under the direct control of government is not so pure as foreign liquor? 

A.— Perhaps not so clear. 

Mdo Btthddar Selaltad.-riou say the stuff manufactured in Bombay under 
the direct control of fittvernment'is not so clear' and so good as cheap foreign 
liquor? ' . 

A.— Yes, It is good but the cheap foreign liquor is purer for having been 
made in a patent still. 

C/mfrnmn.— By ‘purer’ yon mean that ethers and acids and other oils 
have gone out, But whether it is purided or made more poisonous thereby is a 
question bn which you have no knowledge ? 

A.--Yes, 


s 
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of Mr. 1 1, Tandit, Bscise i^pector, Bontky, io queslim 


L Hamburg, Bremen, Glasgow, Leith and LondoD. 

2. The spirit which comes to Bombay intended for consumption is in 




^ Up-country, i. A, BBrars,_ Hyderabad, Oentral Provioces 


3. I have no experience to know what is required in this question. From 
what I have heard and read I can say that the bulk of these spirits are manu- 
^tured from potatoes with malted barley. The other bases used are beet- 
roots, sugar molasses. It is also said that saw'dust is at times used. 

Boiled and broken up potatoes are treated with malt (barley or Indian 
corn) or with sulphnric acid, Cleansed potatoes are boiled, cut into pieces by 
ma eliitiflaj so as to be an uniform mass. Sometimes they are washed. The 
ground malt made into a thin paste is added to the potpto mass. The mixture 
is well stirred and mashe^ the fermentation being set up with artificial yeast, 
[^e proportion of malt and potatoes being 5 parts of malt to 95 parts of 
potatoes. 

Carrots and beet-roots are sometimes added to secure a larger yield of 
spirit, and of better quality, 

When the fermentation is favourable the whole is ready for distillation. 

4. I cannot answer this question having no medioal knowledge, 

6. Diluting to the required strengths. ' Colouring with bur, it sugar or 
caramel (catachu or terra japonica is sometimes added to give a roughness 
to spirits), and fiavouring witn essences. 

I 6. Cannot answer the question, 

7. Pure rectified spirit is drunk in Bombay at difierent strengths, from 
26' to 60' U. P., reduced in strength by mixing water. The prices are— 


Wliolmle. ■ 


Ha, 1-4.0 to 1-0-0, 


Betttil 


Bs. 1-8-0 to 1-0-0. 


8. It is reported that methylated spirit is drunk by Thdua and lolaba 
District Holis or fishermen and some illiterate low-classes in the mofussil in 
small doses nixed with water, like Dau-de-cologne, for stomach oomplaints, etc. 

9, The spirit undergoes watering for reduction in strength, colouring with 
burnt sugar or molasses. 


10. The importers or wholesale-dealers supply the reM off and on dealeri 
The importer is ordinarily a retail vendor in Bombay, 

11. Bs. 10-8-0 to Es. 16-8-0 per dozen. 

12. Prom25'U.P,to5(PU.P. • ’ 

13. The retail prices in Bombay are Rs, 1-8-1) to 1-2-0. 


■V 7 Brandy, Superior Brandy, Pine Old Scotch Whisky, Old 

Tatted Whisky, Bum Nos. 1 and 2, Spirit diluted. 

But in some cases they are 
ppotted from Europe, often supplied by the mamriacturers of the spirit on 

fcfSSiS '■I* * 


XD. 


Mahomedan and Hindu societies, such 

mill-hands, dock-labourers, workmen, artisans, and low-paid clerks. 
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16. The ooDBumption is believed to b’s on the increase in Bombay,' It is 
to some eatelit at the expense of the country liquor. 

17. 1 am unable to answer this question, 

18. ' Correct description of all kinds on the labels should be required as a 
condition of retail vend. 

If the foreign spirit be spirit of wine, it should be described as " Spirit of 
Wine ” and not as Bum No. 1 or 2, or Fine Pale Brandy, etc. 

19. It is desirable that some new restrictions should be placed on the sale 
of foreign liquor. I bog to propose tkt -- 

(1) the lowest strength of the liquor spld in Bombay be raised to 
15° U, P, to make it uniform with the mofussil. 

(2} Diluting and bottling be prohibited in refreshment rooms and 
retail off and on shops. 

(3) Hotels should not be allowed to sell to outsiders by bottles, half 
bottles or in pegs. They compete with refreshment rooms and retail off 
and on shops. 

f 

I 
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No. 5. 

Bvidenoe ^ Mr, K> I Pandit. 


Examined by the Chairman. 

I am Excise Inspector, Bombay City. I have no oxperionoo ot Thana, 

Q,— Ton say methylated spirit is drunk by Thana and Kolaba Kolia. 
Where did you get that from ? 

A.— From some of the licensees who sell methylated spirit, The Thiina 
Kolis come to Bombay and buy it. They don’t drink it in the shops, but 
take it homo. When the shopkoopors ask them what they want it for they say 
they drink it, 

Q.— Are they supposed to .add anything to it to get the naphtha flavour 

Out? 

A.— They simply add water to it. 

Q —Do you understand this is being done on a largo scale ? 

A*-Only on a small scale. ^ 

Q.-You have not heard that the spirit is mixed with country spirit ? 

A.— No. 

Q.— lave you heard anything of that sort being done in Bombay? 

A.— No. 

Q.— Do you know of the diluted rectified spirit being sold under tho name 
of rum P 


A.— Tea. 

Q.— Or, as brandy? 

A.-Ie3. 

^ Q.— Whisky and gin ? 

A,— I only know it is sold as rum and brandy, 

Q.-They colour it like whisky ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.-Thero is nothing to prevent them from selling it as whisky ? 

A'-JS'o. There is no Excise regulation at present which prevents them 
from calling it anything thejr plsw. This dilute spirit is growing in popularity, 
liio IB not controlled I think it is likely to become tho prevailing drink in 
Bombay City. I Lave not tasted it. ’ i- t, oi. m 

Q’-Haye you any rostriclioiis.to suggest either with regard to this dilute 
stuff in particular or foreign spirits in general ? 

™ Soneral the strength of importation might 
beamed to 15 D.P. Besides, bottling should not be allowed in retail-ou 

Q.'“Wliat system ot restriction do you suggest ? 

teak wts® ^ “''‘"I 


Q.--YOU mean restricting the bottling to selected firms ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Where should they bottle ? 

A. -In a Government wareboaso. 

Q.-There is no such place at present ? ■ 

Keess and Darask °?^amrS m’ ^ B’^dence of Messrs 

wines, ^ ^hem, I have nothing to say about cheaj 
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Replies of Mr, P. 'htleim, Secrelarp, licensed VictmUers' Asso,eialioii, 
to questmsfor witnesses. 


li Hamburg, Eotedam, Bordeaux, Glasgow, London, 

2. Yes, in the Frcsidoncy and also to plaoos in India of which Bombay is 
the recognized trading port. 

3. Potato, beot, molasses, rye, from 40 to 08 Over ProoF, 

Hnablo'to state for certain the method of manufacture, but is believed to 
be gonerally what is known as the patent still process | in any case it is so in 
South Africa, where molasses are used as the base. 

4. Yes ; for instance, in the opinion of many, spirit made from molasses is 
more adaptable for potable purposes than that of potato and beet, 

In the case of whisky, rye is infinitely inferior to malt. 

In brandy the pure grape is preferable. 

The bases mentioned cannot be considered ns unwholesome, 

5. By diluting and blending with a percentage of the spirits after which 
they are named. 

In India a colouring matter of burnt sugar is mdded to the spirit and sold 
as rum. 

C. More wholesome. 

7. Only as stated above with burnt sugar added to the spirit from 16 U.P. 
to 30 H.P. By adding distilled water. 

Wholesale approximately Us. 14'-8-0 per gallon at the strength of 68 0, P, 

Retail 50 U.P. Ro. l-O-O per bottle, 

„ 40 U.P, „ 1-2-0 „ and so on. 

8. No. 

9. No, with the exception of rum as mentioned iu answer to paragraph 6. 

10. The system of supply is conducted by wholesale dealers. 

In one or two instances the importer is a retail vendor of bottles only. 

The mofuBsil is supplied through the wholesale houses of Bombay, 

11. From Rs. 16 to Rs. 20 per dozen bottles according to strength. 

12. From 16 to 50 U.P. From 1st April 1900 the lowest strength itill 
bo 25 U.P. 

13. From Rs, L2-0 to 1-8-0 per bottle according to strength, 

14. Under labels of rum, brandy, whisky, eto., as the case may be, the 
labels originating from the brand of liquor which the spirit represents. 

15. Inhabitants of India and the poorer classes of all communities, 

10. Yes, independently. 

17, Ho not consider those liquors more deleterious than country spirit, 
Unable to give an opinion, 

18, Consider that the affixraent of label stating country of origin in 
accordance with present Merchandise Act is quite sufficient. 

19, Cannot recommend the placing of any further restrictions upon the 
sale of foreign liquor in general nor the spirit .defined above in'particular than 
those already at present in existence. 


9 





s 577-30, 



118 


(The second sitting of the CommUke took place cn FMag, 
^nd January 1909 f 


Uo.6. 


Mr. P. PattersoDj Honorary Secretary of tlie Bombay Licensed Tictuallera* ' 
Association, questioned by tbe Cbairman 

A.— I am Secretary of the Bombay Licensed Yiotuallers’ Association, 

I represent the views of the Association. The Association represents the whole 
of the foreign liquor trade of Bombay. It also represents the country liquor 
trade to some eatent. It chiefly represents the foreign liquor trade. 

Q.— In your answer to question No: 6 you say the addition of essences ' 
to patent still spirit makes the liquor more wholesome ? 

A.— Yes. 


Q.-Why? 

A.— I don’t know whether you have read the evidence given before the. 
Whisky Commission which satin England; but from that I consider that the 
addition of pure liquor of the brand which is imitated tends to make the silent 
spirit more wholesome. 

Q —By “ pure ” what do you mean ? Illustrate fr&m tbe case of brandy ? 

A.— I would rather take the case of rum. In that case a bottle of silent 
spirit would have 20 to 25 per cent, of pure Jamaica rum added to it, This 
rum is distilled in Jamaica from sugar molasses and sacharum. In the case 
of brandy the mixture would be patent still spirit with a certain percentage 
of genuine brandy. Patent still whisky is a genuine whisky, for it is manu- 
factured up to a low 0. P. strength which does not deprive the spirit of the 
character of the base. 

Q.— So far as you know manufacturers of tbe various liquors only mix 
genuine spirit with patent spirits ? 

A.— In some instances essences are used, such as essence of rum or brandy 
or gin as tbe case may be, I think these essences are chemical compounds. 
I can’t say whether ihey are wholesome or unwholesome. The object 
of essenoing is to restore those flavours wbicb distillation removes. 
Dealers in Bombay import pure rectified spirit of 40 to 68 0, P. It is 
drunk after being diluted with water. It is wholesome, not unwholesome. All 
doctors certainly don’t regard it aS unwholesome. I have seen from the 
evidence before the Commission in England that a Doctor who was considered 
of good authority said he would prefer pure rectified spirit to any other for 
drinking. 

Q.— Has anybody or any class of people been under observation who drink 
this raw spirit ? Have they been under observation so that the ultimate effects 
of a course of the stuff could be ascertained? i ' 

A.— Not to my knowledge. The Doctor that I referred to was a witness 
for the patent still distilleries. I have not brought tbe evidence, ■ j 

O/mirmflij,— I read it myseff. I think he was the only witness who 
said so. 

A.— I think so. Eectified spirit seems to become popular 'on account of’ 
its ardent nature. 


Q. It is not all drunk, I understand, Some of it is used for medical 
purposes? 

A.— Oh, yes. I got an order yesterday from a large firm of druggists in 
nnn ^ ^ tWaud gallous. All this will be used by druggists. Of the 

,15,000 gallons which were imparted last year what proportion was drunk as liauor 
It 18 very difficMt to say. ^ I should say about 25 per cent, was drunk and 
(S per penUsed by chemists and druggists. Rectified spirit fromCermaS 
which 13 coloured as rum. is all classified under the name of rum, • ^ 
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Q, -Would you have a unifora' strength prescribed for all foreign spirits 
in Bombay and mofussil P • 

A.— Tos. Whatever strength is fixed should apply to the whole of India. 
It is unfair to the trade to have different rules ; the minimum should be 26° U. F. 
everywhere, 

,Q,— What have you to say about labels? 

A.— The words “Made in Germany” ought to be embodied in the centre 
of the label, The separate slip on many bottles bearing these words showing 
country of origin can be torn off. , 

Q.— Are they generally torn oft? 

A.— I have never seen it done. 

Q.— Would you make the label show more than the place of origin ? 

A.— Ho. The only restriction we would recommend is that the country of 
origiu should be printed in the centre of the label, Then the consumer will 
know exactly what he is going to drink. There should be a label showing the 
country of origin, 

Q.— With reference to this blackberry brandy (referring to a bottle brought 
by witness) presumably it would be a patent still spirit made from potato and 
ductored with some essence of blackberry ? 

A.-Yes. 

, ■ Q.— And this bottle of rum ? 

A,— It is a silent spirit containing 26 per cent, of pure Jamaica rum. 

Q,— And this vermouth. 

A.— It is made in Germany from silent spirit. 

Q.— Patent still spirit is generiilly made from potato ? 

A.— Probably in Germany ; in general from whotover material is cheapest. 

Q.— Would you not have a true trade description and the manner of pro- 
duction! and manufacture given on the label? The Merchandise Marks Act 
provides for it. 

A.— Ho. It would not be desirable. 

Q.— Don’t you think oustomors require to know what their blackberry 
brandy and vermouth is made of, as well as where it comes from P 

A.— 1 don’t think so from 16 years’ experience of the liquor trade. 

Q.— A purchaser buying a bottle of vermouth would not care to know 
whether it is real Italian vermouth or German spirit ? 

A.— I think that 90 per cent, of people who call for a particular kind of 
spirit know what it ought to be, therefore I don’t think it necessary to put on 
label how the thing is manufactured, 

Q.— Labels are imported into this country to be put on anything. Do you 
think any restriction desirable? 

A.— In the interest of wholesale trade a restriction would be certainly 
necessary, , - > ’ 

Q.~Should their importation bo prohibited ? 

A.— Ho ; I should not say so, I cannot suggest any method of restriction, 

Q.— Would it be sufficient to prevent import of labels unless'. sent with, 
spirits? ■ - . ' ‘ ’ 

A.— Distillers will not send out labels only. 

Q,— But certain firms do so, 

A.— Well-established firms of liquor will not send them. 

Q,— Will the Hamburg people? , 

A,— oh yes, they will do anything, and in fact at present there is nothing 
to prevent rectified spirit from Germany coloured with sugar being sold as 
the best Jamaica rum. 
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Q.— You cannot suggest any vray by wMch the false labels can be kept out 
of Ibe country? 

A.-I cannot. I tbink at present tbe A'bkari instructions are that on the 
labels of rum bottled in Bombay there must be the name of the bottler. I 
think there should be a supervision of labelling and bottling by the Excise 
authorities. 

Q.-It has been suggested that there should be a general warehouse under 
the Excise Department where all botaing, reducing and labelling should take 
place. What is your view on that point ? 

A.— It is quite a recognised custom in the Colonies. 

Q.— Do you conadei all firms, from the highest to tbe lowest, should be 
bound to bottle, reduce and label in that warehouse ? 

A.-I think that firms of standing should be exempted. I mean really 
first class firms which have got the confidence of the Collector. There would 
be no objection if certain firms were allowed to bottle at their own places under 
Excise supervision. There would be no material objection if you require bottling 
to be done in a specified place and at a specific time, so that Excise supervision 
might be possible. I cannot speak for the wholesale trade. I should not like 
to be taken to give an opinion on behalf of the wholesale trade in Bombay. 

Q.— You are referring to the big firms like Phipson, Treacher, Cutler, 
Palmer, &o., as wholesale dealers ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q,— Wilh regard to the spirit, that is the rectified spirit which has been 
essenced into brandy or rum in Europe, would you put any extra restrictions on 
it, would you tax it higher than genuine liquor p 

A.— No. 

Q.— Do you consider that Government ought to allow the rectified spirit 
now sold as mere diluted spirit to be essenced in India so as to make it a little 
more wholesome? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— In the case of such spirit when called rum, would yon insist on a 
certain proportion, say 26 per cent, of genuine rum, being added to the dilate 
spirit before it is sold under that name? 

A.— I should not insist on an admixture of genuine rum, hut in any case 
1 should like to see essences of rum infused. I am unable to give an opinion 
whether essences are wholesome or unwholesome. I should think they are more 
or less wholesome. 

Q— Have you any views about licenses? Do you consider that there are 
some sort of licenses which are unnecessary— wholesale, retail-on, retail-off and 
refreshment rooms ? I 

A.— They are all necessary. It is quite necessary to have licenses for 
retail-ons, retail-offs and refreshment rooms. There are bars in refreshment 
rooms like Cornaglia’s and Temple Bar. Retail-ons are the same as retail-offs 
except that you cau have drinks there. There are about 43 retail-ons in Bombay. 
Retail-ons ate in some instances public bouses set up for the benefit of natives of 
tbelower classes. Natives of lower classes also drink country spirit. I think the 
sale of beer among these classes is becoming considerable in those shops. 

Q.— Do you think that is a desirable change from country or foreign spirit ? 

A.— I would not give any opinion. I think every man should be allowed 
to please himself, If he finds imported beer suitable to his palate, more suit- 
able than country liquor, let him have it. 

Q.— Supposing oountiy^ spirit shops were allowed to sell -beer, would that 
remove the objection to closing retail-on shops ? 

A,— 1 don’t think that class ought to be abolished. 

Q.— Have you any opinion as to tbe respective effects of foreign and-country 
liquor on natives ? 

A.—I don’t think there is any great difference, I doubt it rectified spirit 
would injure a man more than mhowra spirit. 
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Q.~'What liaVB you to say about license fees ? 

' A,— As regards tbe fees whicli are notr taken tor licenses, I consider them 
to be heavy enough. I object to the way in which - they, are assessed on sales. 
They should be fixed. I would have one scale fixed for Bombay and another for 
the mofussil. The proper place to gain revenue from liquor is Customs. It is 
not correct to look upon licenses purely fi’om a revenue point of view. I would 
have fixed scales for different towns, . I would have one scale for Bombay, 
another for Ahmedabad, a third for Sdtara, and so 'forth, according to the sfee 
of the town. I gave the Collector of Bombay a copy of the Government Gazette 
of India which shows how they manage things in Calcutta, and the same course 



Q.— If the fixed fee were above a man’s business he would have to shut 
up shop? 


A.— Yes. You would find a lot of places shut up and the public would be 
benefitted, .To do good .business one must make the shop attractive. I 
know one or two instances of foreign liquor shops being closed for want of 


]Sr, Prtetcr,— You object to the present system of licensing. You say it 
falls heavily on shopkeepers ? 

A.— Yes, Because the'licensee is quite uncertain how he will be assessed 
next year, so he does not know whether his business is likely to pay. They are also 
put to great inconvenience over the accounts. Take the case of Mongini, Ee 
spends an hour every morning preparing his books. He cannot leave it to his 
servants, because if a servant makes a mistake, then under the regulations Mongini 
is liable to be fined. So he spends an hour in the morning making up his books. 
It is better that the licenses should be fixed as they are in all other parts of the 
world. The present system is liable to make a licensee dishonest. 


Q,— Does it make them cheat the Excise Department or the public ? 

A.— They are liable to cheat the Excise Department by not entering their 
sales correctly, 

Q.— And the public? 

A.— I don’t say they are cheating the public j they are perJspj liable to 
cheat Government, They can enter one case of whisky as received in the shop, 
aud may have several cases of whisky in their private bungalow, which they 
afterwards bring along secretly. 

Mr, Proof er.— With regard to the import of undenatured rectified spirit of 
S5,000 gallons in 1907-08, can you say 3/ith of that amount was used by 
druggists and chemists for trade purposes ? 

A.— Yes. 

Mr. Proefer.— Do you know that rectified spirit is sold in Bombay as 
brandy, whisky or rum f 

A.-Oheap brandy and rum. 

flfr.Procfer.— The importations of brandy, whisky and rum were 87,000 
gallons against 36,000 gallons of rectified spirit? But of the first quantity 
there were only 3,513 gallons of rum. Don’t you think a large quantity of 
rectified spirit is turned into rum ? 

A— Yes, I say 25 per cent, 

Okirmu.—lo'a say that large quantities of diluted spirit are sold as rum ? 
Do you consider that you underestimated the amount drunk in putting it at 
25 per cent, only?, ... 

A— I don’t think so. I speak from my own experience of business, My 
experience however does not touch the, lowest classes of liquor. It touches 
good dasses of liquors, 

■ Mr. , trooter.—Do you consider that imported cheap spirits are more 
wtolesomethan rectified spirits? ' '' '■ 

A.— Yes, they are more palatable, .Essences are quite wholesome in good 
spirits. 


a 677-81 I • 
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Mt. ? wier,— And in llie cheapest ones ? 

A.— Tes, I think so. There is a great difficulty in getting information 
about the cthnposition of essences, It is withheld as a trade secret, 

Mr. I’wfw.— They may consist of anything ? 


Hr. Pwfer.— Probably they are not genuine spirit ? 

' A.— Probably they ate not spirit at all, but I cannot speak from my own 
knowledge. They are bound to be palatable at least. If ybu add 25 per cent, 
of pure Jamaica rum |o a battle of silent spirit it is bound to make the spirit 
palatable and also less unwholesome. 

Dr. PoiceK.— You say diluted spirit is not unwholesome? 

A.— No. 

Dr. Pmell-Bscme you have there only water and alcohol ? 

A.— Yes. 


Dr. PcMfili.— You say if essence is added, the stuff becomes more whole- 
some? 


A.— Yea. 

Dr. PflicfiK.—You don’t know what is in the essence? 

A.-No. 

Dr. PomeK.— There may be anything ? 

A.— Yes. 

Dr. Powfi/f.- As far as the essences are concerned yon don’t know anv- 
thing ? . ^ 

A.— I have no grounds to say, 

Q.— Then why do you say they make the spirit more wholesome? 

A -I should alter my statement. I should say they make it more 


Dr, PflweM.-You would restrict yourself as regards wholesomeness where 
the essence is real rum or real brandy ? 

A— Yes. 


spirit is drunk? “ethylated 

^ J'ajea'e to steal and 

A.— Only place of origin. 

8* aS irs wTf a t. B k, 

1 think it is quite Ry^Wf? something quite different. Therefore 
anybody to Isolosf the ”e good to 

industries, £ manufacture. It will merely damage certain 

of brandy being ‘^® “°^e of manufacture 

confined to “emt opon baring tbe word “Comae” 

two. Copnac is nure eranf^ is the difference between f-ho 
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Udo SaUittr SfiiaW.— Suppose a 'man buys a'bottle labelled rum’, would 
you not require that tbe true trade description of rum should be specified? 

A.— No. Let it go out as rum. 

Boo BaMdur Seklmd,—li it is merely silent spirit coloured, is that not a 
false trade description ? 

A,— Tes, to a certain extent. 

Bio Bahadur Setalmd.—'^aM it not bo better to have the true trade 
description in the interests of consumers ? 

A.--I should say : leave it to the consumer to distinguish. I think the 
consumer is quite able to protect himself. ' ' 

OiiataflB.— Do not the importers of g:enuine liquors want protection ? 

A.— Tes; but I think they have suESoient protection in the dflclar ation of 
place of origin. 

CAffiraoH.— Here you find sold in the Bazar “ Fine pale brandy ” without 
a drop of real brandy in it. Do not importers of real brandy want protection 


A—l certainly do, if it can be secured. 

Bdo Bahidar 8ekhad,—Bov!i you think it would be betterin the interests 
of the public to have a correct trade description on the bottle ? 

A'.— Tes, so far as rectified spirits are concerned. 

Bdo Bahddnr Sctei.— Would there be any objeotion to put on a true 
trade description? 

A.— Tes, on the part of shippers. 

Dr. Badaohnji.-'M regards the capacity of bottles, is it necessary to have 
any regulation ? 

A.— I don’t think it is necessary. 

Dr. Dadac/iaft/i.— Why? 

A.— Because the trade regulates tbe size of bottles. 

Dr. l)adaehuji.—li there any fraud perpetrated ? 

A.— No. Competition is against it. If you practise fraud on a consumer 
he will never come back again to your shop. Diluted rectified spirit is not 
popular to my bowledgo. It has no deleterious effect to my knowledge. 

Dr. J}adack«}i—h there any difference in Jamaica rum which is gen uine 
and the patent stiil spirit which passes as rum ? 

A.— Tea, all the difference in the world. I don’t think it is necessary to 
object to the patent still spirit being called rum because pure Jamaica rum is of 


Mr. Procter.— Is there any difference between Jamaica rum and Demerara 


rum? 


A.— A vast difference. Demerara rum is cheaper than Jamaica rum. 

Dr. DadooAflwit.— What causes the cheapness ? 

A.— Quality. 

Dr J)adaoknji.~-Or the quantity of ether contained in it? 

A.— Tea. 

Dr. Dadac/ianit.— Which do you prefer— high percentage of ether or a low 


A.— I could not answer that question, I don’t like rectified spirit diluted 
and coloured being passed as rum. 


Dr. Badaohanji—ks regards fixed license fees, suppose one man mnlrgs 
good profit and another does not— under these circumstances would you have 
the same scale for all? . 

A.-Tes, because I consider that it a man makes a good profit it will be 
principally due to his own energy.- 
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Mo BaUdur iSflteW— Would tb locaHty mate any difierenoe to 
the scale? 

A.-That would be left entirely to the man who rents the premises, It is 
entirely his considehtion. lor instance, if I take a shop in the lort, I should 
have to pay double rent^ but I expect more business. If I take a place which is 
dirty and wont attract customers, I take the risk of loss. 

Bdo Bahadur Se/afeud.— Will a fixed scale not drive shops into certain 
localities only and leave other localities without a shop ? 

1.— No, 

Br, Dadaohanji.—'Do you say that no profit should be earned by Govern- 
ment from license fees ? They must only be sufficient to maintain a staS ? 

A.— We always recognise fees as a source of revenue ; to a certain extent as 
a recognized source of revenue. 

Dr. Dadaciflnyt.— What is your opinion ? 

A.— They are a recognised source of revenue. 

Dr. Dfldacianjj.— Besides Customs duty ? 

A.— Yes, certainly. But here yon are suggesting raising the rate of license 
fee from Es, 1-8-0 to Ss. 2-0-0 per dozen ; which I say is not right. 

Dr. Dfldflcifl«jj.— What fixed scale do you recommend for license fees? 

A.— Similar to what is in Calcutta. 

Dr. Dsdacknyi.— What is it there ? 

A-I cannot say. I have given the Gazette to Mr. Hatch. It is the 
result of the committee which sat there 18 months ago, Government have 
adopted the recommendation of that Committee, 


Dr. Dadac^anyV,— Can you tell me the 
for rectified spirit? 

A— I don’t think it a fair question. No 
quotations. " 


rate per gallon paid by importers 
man would give you his wholesale 


Chairman {io Dr, Dodsciafl/i).— We have got 
the Custom House. 


it from the Head Gauger of 


Ddo BahMur Jefalcad.— Don’t you think it would be better for the 
consumer to have his liquor manufactured under the direct supervision of 
Government ? Don t you tomk liquor mode under direct supervision and Gov- 
ernment Mutrol IS better in quality than the cheap stuff that is imported ? 


know what the thing is that 

A.— Yes. 




i you know winu . 

re-exported to India as French wines ? 

A.— That is news to me. 

Dr. PoweK,— Australian claret ? 

A,— I don’t think so. 

tl^enci 

A.— IVhat is the advantage ? 

A-h 2 conscience of the man who sells 

1 cion know. I should think it could compete with real french v 

which 

you would not call Italian. Wli^ Hamburg veri 

hisvermouth to Italy and then P.cs'^ccta German from se 

A-rlt BeemSl » icc H ” on the label 
got their associatiolB, and what yL mJ* T’ 
assure you that the people who ml not twice. 
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Dr. JfltMS.— Ougliliweiioiito beablfl to proseoute suoh people in Inflia 
tor fraud? 

1,— Yes. Prosecute those who represent German as Italian Termouth, 

Dfi PoimK.—Do you tbink Italian vermouth is the only true description 
necessary? 

A.— Yes. Just as you muld call mm Jamaica rum. 

Dr, Powell— h Jamaica rum by itself a true trade description ? 

A.— Yes. 

Dr. PoieeM.— You can call it Jamaica ram though it has never come from 
Jamaica? 

A.-Ye3. ^ 

Dr. PoweM.— Then you may have an Italian vermouth which has never' 
oome from Italy. 

A.— 7es, Nevertheless "Italian” is a true trade description. Take the, 
case of Benedictine. Itris manufactured everywhere. It is not manufactured 



Dr. PoteeM.— There is no reason why Scotch whisky should come from 
Scotland only? 

A, '-No. Not if it is made in the same way as genuine Scotch whisky. 


s ii?M2 
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Uo.7. 


' Mr, W, S. Millard of Mem. PMpm ^ Co., examked 
by the Chairmn. 

Q.— You buTe no answers to give except to questions 18 and 19 ? 

A.— I bare no knowledge on the others. I can give merely hearsay 
evidence. 

Q.— What is your view of this patent still spirit doctored to represent brandy, 
wbisl^ and rum, which comes in India and is sold under those name's ? Co you 
consider that restrictions should be put on it p 

A,-~Most decidedly. 

Q.— In what way? 

A.— Is it not possible to try and get it kept out of India altogether ? 

Q.— 'Would you prohibit it ? 

A.— Yes, if it is believed that cheap foreign spirit is deleterious to the 
health of the consumer, as I have said in my written reply. 

Qi— Don’t all chemists say that patent still spirit is not deleterious ? 

A— I don’t think so. I don’t know what the chemists say, but judging 
from the Whisky Commission there is as much evidence on the one side as. on 
the other. If properly matured, however, patent still grain spirit, I believe, is 


Q.— A great part of the whisky sold at a high price is grain spirit which 
has been manufactured in patent stills and then blended with malt spirit, and 
this 16 allowed to be scld freely in It'ngland?'' 

A.— Yes. 


Q.-Then how can we prohibit patent still spirit from coming I 
A.— I cannot sugg est that Government should prohibit the im 

firf. am'rif. Tlinw ell All U t _ , , ? , , .. 


; to India? 

. . - j importation of 

•, -• . ■. 'rv — blended and sold as something 

else. I would most distinctly have a true trade desoriptinn on bottles, ° 

r yon I'fould prescribe 

as a true trade description for this thing which is called "I'ine Pale Brandv” 

ivmcu IS German patent still spirit 'with some essences ? 

permitted. 


Q.-Would you prohibit tbe sale altogether ? 

A.— It should not be sold at all if it represents what it is not, 

tjo HaeatioD whether we should prohibit all 
to be liquors of one hud and another ? 


A.-; 

Q- 


A T ll ■ I- I « S’**'*^ "'UWWBB r 

5.7.1?*^ !)• J<«b" of -j! 

colouring. 

present? whether blending does not go on at 

ft. ft tb. probiM of 

Customs Bupon i'.icn enfely* if pSfJa ^ be done under 
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Q.— ¥ould yon have a Government warebouse wbero all tbe bottling and 


A,— There shonM be eiipervision either with or without a warehouse. 
Just in the same way as it is done at home where everything done— whatever 
operation is made on the, liquor— is'always done under Customs supervision and 
-under Customs lock and key. But here instead of Customs supervision you 
might have Excise supervision. 


Q.— Are you willing to do all your own bottling in a warehouse, or would 
you prefer to do it on your own premises ? 

A.— I should prefer that it should he done on our own premises, There 
would be undoubtedly a lot of trouble in bottling elsewhere, and I would not 
recommend a general warehouse unless it is found absolutely necessary, 


Q.— Do your views represent those of the wholesale foreign trade in 
Bombay? , , ' ' ' 

A,— I think 1 represent the views of both wholesale and retail trades. 

Q.— Tour view about bottling, reducing and labelling being done under the 
supervision of the Excise Department is the view of the wholesale traders in 
Bombay? 

A.— I am speaking only for myself, I don’t know whether the views of 
others are what 1 suggest. 

Q,— Your alternative suggestion is that there should be a graduated scale 
of customs duty heavier on cheap spirits than on dear ones ? 

. A. -Yes, if it is admitted that cheap spirit is deleterious to the health of 
the people. 

Q.— Have you any opinion on that point ? 

, A.— I am not prepared to give any opinion., All I say is thafj if true, it 
constitutes a reason for a graduated scale. 

Q.— Apart from tlio question whether it oan he proved that it is actually 
deleterious, there is still the fact that this spirit is for sale under a false name. ‘ 
Possibly in the stuff, called brandy, there is not one drop of pure brandy. The 
same with whisky and rum. Does not honest trade require protection by some 
regulation ? 

A.— Moat distinctly. 

Q.— Therefore setting aside the question of wholesomeness, would you 
still have graduated duty on the cheap stuff as a protective measure ? 

A.— I would, though I don’t want to seem to take too personal a view in 
the matter, 

Q.— With regard to the details of your ''graduated tax, as given in your 
written answer, might not the penal duty on whisky invoiced at Es. 4 per proof 
gallon fall on some Scotch whisky which is now sold by the best firms ? 

A.— I think hot, judging from the Sterling rates given in Ridley’s trade 
Circular, (Hands it in,) 

Q.— You would call all those genuine whiskies, though some sell at the 
distilleries at 2 or 3 shillings a hulk gallon ? 

A,— Yes, those are ail genuine whiskies. 

' Dft Powell.— What is a genuine whisky? ' 

A.— That is to be decided by the Whisky Commission. I would most 
distinctly call all those given in Ridley’s Circular genuine whiskies. Supposing 
any was all patent still spirit it might still be whisky if made in the way whisky ’ 
is made. They would be correctly termed Scotch .whiskies if made in Scotland. 

J)j'. Powell.— As regards brandy would you not accept anything unless it 
. was distilled from grapes, _ or if a proportion of grape spirit wore added to 
patent spirit would you still call it brandy ?. ., ' ' • i 

■ A.— No. _ ' • ' , 

Pr.-Powell,— Only; the spirit that is made from grapes you would call 
brandy? 

A,T-Ye8. 

' 2 577-33 
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Dr. PouieM.-Woulcl you call a thing brandy i£ it contained any patent 
■still spirit at all ? Would the trade call it brandy ? You would not call a thing 
brandy that was proved to have a certain proportion of silent spirit in it ? 

A.-It should not be described as Oognao. But brandy is a name applied to 
any produce from grape however distilled. I don’t think you can go beyond that. 

Dr. Pmll.—li you add patent still Spirit P 

A.-You can call it brandy so loi^ as the patent still spirit was made from 
grapes, 

Dr. PotoeM.— It is a true description ? 

A.-Yes. All brandies should he produced from grapes. They may be made 
anywhere. Brandy is made in Kashmere and in Algeria, Spain and the British 
Colonies. I think it can be made either in a pot still or in a patent still and still 
be brandy. 

OAflirfflOfl.— Even if manufactured up to a strength of 68 0, P. would it 
be brandy ? 

A.— Yes, If made from grape juice. 

Q.— Would not all the characteristics of grape juice have gone at that 
strength? 

A.— I do not know whether the result would differ from spirit of equal 
strength manufactured from potato. I don’t know at what strength all the 
characteristics of the base disappear, I don’t know whether that brandy is 
ever produced in patent stills. Pot stills do not, I believe, manufacture so much 
above proof strength. 1 don’t know whether such stills are used except in' 
making whisky, 

Q.— Are patent still spirits ever manufactured up to proof strength only at 
which the flavours of the base are not lost P 

A.— Yea. Such spirit may have all tho characteristics of the material. 

Q.— Don’t you think that spirit which has been manufactured up to a 
strength when it has lost the oharacteristics of its base, ought not to he called 
by the name of such well-known liquors as brandy or whisky ? 

A.— I think not. 

Q.— If 20 per cent, of genuine brandy or whisky is poured into that, do 
you consider that would restore the patent still spirit to its title of wbisl^ 
or brandy? 

A,— I am afraid I cannot give any opinion, 

Dr, Poiocli.— Suppose a man distils from the juico of grapes in a patent 
still, would you not call it brandy? 

A.— Yes. But if it is distilled up to a certain strength it would I believe 
lose its character. 


Chaiman,— Jon don’t give us any means to recommend Government 
to stop all importations of patent still spirit, because you cannot draw the line 
between what ought to be kept out and what ought to be allowed. Might we 
not shut out some whisky or brandy which is recognised as a good brand, if we 
stepped everything that was made in a patent still at overproof strength ? 

A,— I have not considered that point. I think Government might admit 
patent still spirits if made from grain and not admit them if manufactured from 
potatoes or by-products. 




anothei^thekS'f from, distillers aud one chemist differs froi 
A.— I cannot say. 

Dr. PoiceZi,— Whiskies ? 

Bome^pateurst^St iw oil _gopd whisKes ha 

i> , P added, but that mauv pond wh'tlnm liono « 
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L- 
tliey are. 


I— Do you think many of these foreign liquors - are 
are. I'have no knowledge on the subject, but I believe 


•, (No answer.) 

Bdo Sdddw Setdmi—Ti people don't know what these essences are 
then really you cannot say if they are more wholesome or less wholesome ? 

' . ■A.-No, 

.fldoJBff/iddar'iSj/flW.— Do you think it would be safer in the interests 
of the public as well as of trade that a correct description should be put on 
labels specifying the base of manufacture whether potato or grape, etc. P 

A.— It is most desirable to do so in the case of the cheaper spirits People 
who drink are not aware of what they are drinking. Most decidedly it would 
be better for the trade also. 

Edo EaUdtir SMedr-^o you think it would be better also if it is stated 
' on the labels from what country the stuff has come? 

A.— I don’t think you can do that. How can you prove it ? I have said 
that all lables should bear full and proper descriptions of the contents of the 
bottles. The remedy is Excise supervision over all bottling of cheap spirit and, 
if necessary, better spirit also, though I cannot see why Gfovernment should not 
differentiate between the two kinds. 

Bd BMdttr Setdaad^do you consider that country liquor manufac* 
tilted in India -under direct Hovernment control is better than the cheap foreign 


A.— In my opinion country spirits are more deleterious than more matured 
apirit. 

Bio Baliidiir NefeW.— Apart from maturing is it your personal opinion 
that country spirits manufactured under direct Government supervision are 


A,— I cannot say. I have no knowledge. 

Dr. PoweK.— Are country liquors matured? 

A.— No. In the old days of the East India Company, it is said that 
Euiope'ans used to buy and mature it for their own drinking. 

OAaifwcB.— Parsees buy and mature a certain amount of spiced or other 

country liquor, but the ordinary coolie drinks perfectly raw spirih 

( 

Dr. Powell,— A b far as maturing is concerned, imported ' spirits would be 

V I. a 1 i—^.a ii 1 * ‘i— fi 


A,— I think not necessarily. 

Okirmn.—'Qo you know whether patent still spirits coming out here are 
matured at all ? 


L—l don't know. I don't know what has been decided on the point by 
the Whisky Gommissioni What the Commission seemed to think was that it 
would be better that no spirit should be taken out of bond under 2 years’ 
maturing. I think patent still whisky is generally kept for that period. ' 

Q.— Would you have a regulation in Bombay that no spirit should be sold 
unless an importer produced a certidoate that the spirit had that maturity f 


A.— There might be some difficulty in obtaining it. The distillers could 
not give the particular age, for the bothers blend -spirit of different ages. In 
one bottle there might be spirit of which one-third was 10 years old, one-third 
7 years old and one-third 4 years old, I believe it desirable, however, to have 
such a regulation that no spirit should' be less than two years old. 


I 


V 
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• Dr.Maolmji.’-li tliera no difference between pot still wbisky and 

patent still wbisby? ^ 

A.-TIiere is. There is a difference ns regards by-products. I cannot, give 
you details. You will find it from the report of the Commission which came here 
16 months ago. I am afraid I cannot say whether patent still wbisky ha8_ more 
or less injuMus by-products than pot still whisky, A doctor gave evidence 
before the Whisky Commission that he preferred to drink absolutely new patent, 
still spirit. 

hr, Dadathmji.—Gt.'a you distinguish brandy prepared from grapes and 
brandy prepared by synthetical processes ? 

A.— I am afraid) I cannot. It is neccssary—it is desirable— even thongh 
I do not think it is any protection— that a proper description should bo given of 
the liquor showing whether it is a pure genuine brandy or not. 

C/ioimoB.— Would you prohibit the imporfetion of labels to be put on any, 
kind of bottles ? 

A.— Mast decidedly. I think that is prohibited already. 

Chairman.— "S q, We were told by the last witness that it would interfere 
with honest trade because shippers send out hogsheads of liquors with the labels 
alongside. How are you going to draw a line between the labels to be kept 
out and those to be allowed? 

A.— I don’t think there is any reason why we should keep labels out prorided 
they are of a proper description. 

Q.— Labels are sent out independently of consignments of liquor and bottlers 
here put them on anything they please. Thus brandy labels may be put on 
rectified spirit? 

A.— In that case the best plan would be to stop all labels unless they are 
on bottles. 


Q.— Then what about casks ? 

A.— Labels might be sent by the firms exporting them, and might be put 
on the bottles in Bombay, 

Mr. Proofer.— W ould you do it under siiporvision ? 

A.— Yes. It would be a good plan with regard to bottling from hogsheads 
that an Excise oicer should be present during bottling. That is done at borne, 

Mr, Procter.— }ix, Patterson told us that Scotch Whisky is a trade descrip- 
tion and that from the term it did not follow that it camo from Scotland just as 
Jamaica rum is a trade description and may be used for spirit althougb it 
never came from Jamaica. Do you agree ? * ° 

A,— I don’t agree with bim. 

Q.— Any liquor named Jamaica rum must come from Jamaica? 

A.— Yea. It may be called rum to show what the'bottle contains, but not 
Jamaica rum, I don’t think you can call whisky that comes from England 
Scotch wbisky, That has been clearly established by the Whisky Oommissiob. ’ 

OiffiiTOaB,— You would say the same about Italian vermouth which is 
produced in Germany? 

A.— Yes, most decidedly. 

ifr, Procter.— You think that labels should not be allowed to say “ Italian 
Vermouth" or "Jamaica Bum" when the liquors were made in Germany ? 

A,— No. I think they are absolutely wrong descriptions, 

Pr, fowell.—It is not a true " trade description " ? ' 

A.— No, it is a " trade misdesoription.” 


a’lo'ved to import and sell casks 
thatSt“ without license. Would you object to the, withdrawal of 

ortllr ^ selling liquor of all 
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Meplies of Mr. Wm, X Daties of Mews, 0«te, Patecr mi Qo., 

f to sheets of queries, 

1. Erom Germany, Prance and Scotland principally. 

2. CliieSy in tliis Presidency, lint a small quantity ultimately finds its 
way into llie Centra! and the United Provinces, I think. 

3. Potato, beet, molasses, in fact amjtlmg from which a spirit can be 
extracted. 

1 This is largely a medical question, but in the case of spirit distilled up 
to 60 '(or higher) 0. P., I should say noi 

5. Before shipment with colouring and essences. After arrival here, with 
colouring matter only. 

G. No, neither more nor less: ills merely a matter of palatability and 
appearance. 

I, In both Bombay and the mofussil— after heavy dilution; the price 
obviously must vary according to the strength. 

8. The practice is not prevalent in India, as far as I am aware. 

9. Nothing beyond reducing and as per question 5. 

10. Yes, from the wholesalers in Bombay city, 

II. Approximately one rupee per bottle for the cheapest and up to 
Es. 1-6-0 orEs, l-8*0. 

12. ISU.P.toSOU.P. 

13. In Bombay Es. 12 per case of quarts and Bs.l4 for pints. In the 
mofussil the above rates plus freight and all charges, to which add a fractional 
profit-fractional only, 

lit. Bum, gin, brandy, &c., with numerous fancy names but^often without 
a clear definition, 

16, The poorer classes of all communities. 

' 16. Yes ; yes, quite independently of local spirit. 

17, Like question 4, one must be largely guided by medical authority, 
I am not prepared to say that they are more deleterious, 

18. If it be possible, labels should undoubtedly be a correct and clear 

indication of the liquors contained in the bottles, I am not prepared to give 
any suggestiops which appear to me entirely practicable, 1 

19. With regard to liquors generally, I see no need for added restrictions. 
In respect of the cheap foreign liquors, short of a direct refusal to allow the 
importation of liquors to bo vended below a certain value, I have no suggestions 
that appear to be entirely practicable for restricting the sole. 
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EtMenoe of Mr WUliam B, Davies, of Messrs, Qulkr, Palmer 
and Company, 


A.— My firm is Cuto, Palmer & Co, We ara wholesale dealers, but also 
do some retail trade. I see do objection at all to the proposal that all bottling, 
blending and reducing should be done in future under Excise supervision. I see 
no objection to there being a central warehouse. It would cause little or no 
inconvenience to my firm for we do very little bottling. "We practically do no 
bottling in India, we only reduce. If we have to go to a central godown for that 
purpose it would cause us a oertian amount of inconvenienoe, but not veiy great. 
As a matter of convenience I would prefer reducing to be done in my own godown 
under Excise supervision, We merely reduce by adding water, We do no 
blending and no colouring. 

Q.— Your firm probably has little or nothing to do with cheap stuff from 
Hamburg? 

A.— We import nothing at all of that description, 

_G&airmn.—Bj cheap stuff, I mean all spirits so cheap that th«y are 
within the reach of native customers. Is there any genuine whisky which is 
within the reach of a native consumer, say which is sold at Es. l-d-O per bottle ? 

A.-No. 

Q.— Or at Es. l-S-O ? 

A,— Yes, 

_ Q.— Whisky is being brought into Bombay at Es, <l-S-0 jper gallon invoice 
prices. Are you not aware of that? 

A.— I should have supposed it is impossible to sell whisky at such prices. 

a-The whisky in question is an over proof spirit, sent at high over 
proof strength which is made from grain and sent from Glasgow after being 
flavoured in a manner which makes it taste like whisky. 

A.— I have not heard of whiskies being imported of more than 9 or 10 O.P, 

Q.— Does cheap foreign spirit^ whether continental or from Glasgow or 
London, compete with genuine high priced spirit ? Do you consider it has 
damaged your trade in any way ? 

A,— It does not affect out class of customers, 

Q.~Would you put any restrictions on this inferior article ? 

A.— If practical means can be devised it should be excluded altogether. 

_ Q.— Do you see any practical way of excluding it? Can you suggest any 
device under which you can shut oat certain kinds of spirit and let in others ? 

, . , f difficult to reply, I fail to see how a practical scheme can be 
lam down. A suggestion has been made to me that there should be a standard- 
jzation of spirits, but I don’t see how it is practicable. 

Whisky Commission at Home will 


A. So far as I have read its deliberations it seems likely that they will 


ion.— 


t grain should not be sold as whisky? 
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Q,— How does whisky come to India cheap ? 

A.— So far as my information goes the cheap whisky which is shipped to 
India is cheap purely because of age. I speak from observations I have made. 

I know commercially in fixing the prices of my blends, I rely on age, If is the 
better class of whisky that I sell, lu the blending of better class whiskies a 
strength of more than 10 0, P. is not used, 

Q.— What is the lowest price at which genuine pot still malt whisky can ‘ 
be sold per bottle in India? 


Q —It has been suggested, as you heard, by Mr, Millard, that there should 
be a graduated duty heavier on cheap liquors and lighter on stronger. Do you 
agree to that ? 

A.— This is the first time I have heard the suggestion, and I don’t quite see 
how it is to workout, 


Q.— It has been suggested by Mr. Millard as a protective measure for the 
dealers in good liquors. 


. A,— ItmightbeusefulifpracKcable. But as far as I can see it would simply 
result in the invoice prices of the cheap liquors being raised. The exporters 


A,— Yes, The plan could not work unless by some means you could check 
the actual prices in the country of shipment, 

Q.— Have you any views about the present regulation which allows you 
and other firms to sell casks and cases wholesale without any license. You 
can handle casks of liquor without a license though you cannot handle 
bottles ? Does that make any practical difference to you ? 

A.— 1 would prefer that every importer of liquor should have to take out 
a license. 

Q.— Are you acquainted with any firms in Bombay that deal solely in casks 
or cases and never take out a license ai all P 

A.-Ho. 

Q.— Have you any view about the proposal that there should be a uniform 
minimum strength for sale in Bombay and the mofussil ? 

A.— I am particularly in favour of a uniform strength for the whole Presi- 
dency. 1 think the most practicable strength would be 25 U. P, 

Mr. Proctor,— For both the mofussil and Bombay P 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Why do you wish to apply Bombay standard to the mofussil ? 

A.— There ought to be one standard all over India. If you fix a standard 
in Bombay only it will differ from that of the surrounding provinces, and a man 
can send there for strengths prohibited here. 


A.— Most at 15 n. P., but there is a considerable amount wbioh is between 
15 and 25U.P. 

Q.— If you say that most of the high priced spirit that is sold in shops in 
Bombay is of 16 U.P. a uniform strength of 15 for the whole Presidency might 
be no hardship? 

A.— 15 is an approximate figure. The strength usually varies between that 
and ' 

Q.— Practically is there nothing in the category of good liquor imported 
under 18? 

A.— Some valuable liquors are, and gin is usually much weaker, 

Q.— Would there be serious inconvenience in prescribing 16 as the strength 
■ for Bombay' City with allowance for gin ? 

^ A.— I think there are whiskies which come below that. Personally I would 
have a uniform figure of 25 all over India,' It will remove the inconvenience 
not only of the importers but also of the authorities here. 
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' Q -Do you bow tbnt in tlio tnofussil good wliiskics and other spirits 
sellingat over Es. 2 per bottle are allowed to bo sold at loss than IB U. P. 
without question?' 

A.— There is no exception in the license, and my firm does not as a matter 
o£ fact send whisky of less than 18 U, P. upcountry, 

Ifr.Pfoeicr.— Is there any objection to prescribe 15 U. P. specially for 
rectified spirit? 

A.-I don’t handle reotified spirit. I cannot give any opinion on that 
point. ' I don’t quite know what.thoy uso rectified spirit for, I should not like 
to answer yes or no. 

Mr. Procter.— The question is whether when the label on a bottle containing 
ram not made in Jamaica boars the words “Jamaica Bum” it gives a trim trade 
description, so also with Scotch whisky, not made in Scotland, what is your 
opinion ? 

A —I believe the subject is engaging a certain amount of attention at home. 
I should say it is a matter for the Whisky Commission'to decide. I cannot say 
I think that whisky not made in Scotland should bo called Scotch whisky. But 
unless you lay down a standard which would insist that no whisky should 
be called Scotch whisky nuloss it comes from Scotland, I don’t know how you 
will decide the questions that nriso, 

Mr, Prcetcr.— Aro you not prepared to say that whisky made in Germany 
and called Scotch whisky is wrongly described ? 

A.— I would call it a wrong description. Liquor landed from Germany 
manifestly is not of Scotch origin, and the expression “Scotch,’’ I think, has 
come to be applied generally to liquors produced in Scotlaud. 

J)r, Poweik— If yon order cheap Scotch whisky from Europe and get 
German whisky, would you consider yourself cheated ? 

A.— I should porBoually think so. I should not laiiol Irish whisky ns 
Scotch. If instead of Jamaica Rum 1 got cheap rum from Hamburg under that 
name, I would consider myself cheated. I have always understood that 
Jamaica rum indicates rum which comes from Jamaica. 

Mr. Procter, —Do you agree that soma restriction or some revision of 
import duty is necessary to deal with this matter? 

A.— Tes. 

JJdo Bahadur Setalmd.—Bo you think thoro should bo a graduated scale 
of duties with a higher rate for cheap liquor ? 

A.— It would encourage fraud. Only experts can distinguish between good 
and had liquor. We would leqairo an export to exaraino and analyze every* 
thing landed. I think it would bo better not to have a graduated scale. lam 
' opposed to it. My second objection is that cheaper things will bo imported. 
The Indian^ demand is one of pric^ more than a question of quality. I can 
quite conceive that letters from importers would go homo asking manufacturers 
to reduce the quality further and send it out for conFumption, I bow of 
instances where' people have written to me like this when prices ohango 
msD send us whisky at the price we have hitherto paid. Wo aro not 
prepared to pay more.’’ I find this all over India, 

Q.— Do you know whether essences aro mixed with cheap liquors? 

Q.-Do you think they are injurious or otherwise to the oonsitution ? 

A.— I do not bow. 

BdoBamw Sekkod.-ita the essences trade secrets? 

A.— It is rather au open secret, 

Q«““l8 it known to you ? 

A»— Yob, to some extent, * ^ 



Bdo BaUdiir iS'e^uiai— In&Bmuoh as we don’t exactly know what those 
essences oontain it follows we cannot certify their wholesotneness P 

1,— If you don’t know what the essenoes are, you cannot say whether 
they are wholesome or not, ■ i 

Bdo BaUdnr Setalmd.—'Do you think that the liquor manufactured in 
India under direct Government control is better for people than the cheap stuff 
imported from foreign country over which we have no control? 

‘A.— This is a question largely dependent on the view taken of the value of 
by-produots. If it is held that the retention of by-products in a liquor is an 
advantage, then I am of opinion that country liquors are better for consump- 
tion than these cheap imported products. < • 


CkrauK.— Is it not in the interest of patent still distillers to make out 
that every by-product is injurious ? 

A.— Yes. 
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Replies of Mr, T, Ediimds of, Messrs, Tlitiips'^ and Co,, 
to qaestiom for witnesses, 

1, Chiefly Hiimhuvg, also from other Gotman and French Ports. 

2, As far as I am aware a good deal of this cheap rubbish is chiefly 
consumed by mill-hands and low class Katives,’ also distributed all over India by 
Native dealers. 

3, These spirits are manufactured from 15 H.P, upwards.^ I believe 
there is a good deal of it, especially brandy, bottled by Native merchants in Bcmbay 
—this could be bottled at 21 U. P. which is evidently done. I cannot go into 
details of manufacture. 

i, I cannot go into this as we do not distil ourselves. 

6. Colouring can easily be made by adding more or less burnt sugar. 

6. By adding burnt sugar for colouring matter, the wholesomeness of the 
liquor is not interM with. 

7. Reoiified spirit is not usually drunk as it is very expensive and is not 
easily got at. This is chiefly stored by chemists and they only take sufBcient 
quantity out of Customs for their immediate requirement. Beatified spirit imported 
is 68 0. P. and is reduced to 60 0. P. by adding distilled water. The selling 
rates are wholesale Es. 14.8-0 per ^llon and retail Es. 1-12-0 per Ib. 

8. No. Methylated spirit is not drunk as it is a deadly poison with the 
present mixture added by Custom authoKties. 

9. Whisky as far as I know is imported in hogsheads at 2 0. P. strength 

and is reduced to 14‘8 or 16 U. P. by adding distilled water, ' 

10. The supply and distribution in this Presidency is chiefly done by 
merchants and those holding agencies for foreign liquors. Of late numerous 
petty houses have started selling brandy and whisky by the dozen cases and 
upwards and have representatives practically all over India to place their goods. 

11. This is too diflioult to reply. 

12. As far as European houses are concerned nothing that I am aware of 
is bottled under 15 U, P. 

' 13. This is not legible. 

14. Labels are either sent out by the exporters direct or a selection of 
labels is made from their representatives here. 

15, ' The cheap liquors are chiefly consumed by the poor and illiterate-this 
applies to Bombay and Mofussil, 

] G. I consider the consumption of these liquors is rapidly increasing and, 

I should say, would in time seriously interfere with sale of country liquors. 

17. There seems to be no doubt to me that these cheap liquors are more, 
deleterious to the Natives of India than the country liquor. 

18. Most decidedly the origin of manufacture should be distinctly stated 
on labels. 

19. Nothing should be imported and sold either in Bombay or Mofussil 
under 16 TJ. P, and that no whisky either in bulk or bottles should .be imported 
less than 3 shillings per gallon. 

If I may be allowed to say I think it very unfair to trade generally that ■ 
there should be two strengths, one for Bombay and the other for mofussil. 
In Bombay spirits can bo bottled and sent out with impunity up' to 27 II. P., 
whereas if a poor trader in the mofussil has a bottle on his premises at any- 
thing under 16 U, P. everything he has is confiscated by the Abkfiri authorities. 
In my opinion there should bo one universal strength for .Bombay and mofussfl 
cither 16 or 17 TJ. P. 
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1. . Tbe ports from trliicli the spints defined abore come to Bombay are 
Hamburg, Trieste, Bordeaux, Glasgow, Rotterdam, &o. 

2. Most of the spirit of this kind is intended for consumption in this 
Presidency. The remaining goes to places in India of which Bombay is the 
trading port. 

3, The bases (materials) from which those spirits are manufactured are 
potato, beet, rye and molasses at the strength of 40 to 68 O..P, .. 

It is believed to be manufactured in.patent stills. 

' 4, The nature of the base does not affect the nature of the spirit when 
distilled at high strength, except in Savour and taste. 

The bases mentioned above cannot be considered as unwholesome, 

6, At Horae they are blended with different spirits of which they bear the 
name, 'such as Brandy, Whisky, Rum, Ac. 

C. These processes of blending make the spirit more wholesome as regards 
taste and flavour. 

is drunk both in Bombay and the mofnssil, but at 

It is drunk in the mofussil at the strength of 15 H, P., and in Bombay from 
15" to 60° U. P. It is reduced in strength by the addition of- pure water only, 
and burnt sugar-colour is added to give it colour. 

Pure rectified spirit is sold at Rs. 14-8 per gallon, 69‘ 0. P. The retail price 
of the diluted spirits at 60 U. P. is Es. 1-2, and 40 U. P, at Es. 1-2 per bottle and 
so on, according to the different strengths at which it is bottled. 

8. I have no reason to suppose idiat methylated and denatured spirit is 
ever drunk. We do not know of any process that would make it potable. 

9. These spirits do not undergo blending, i:c. here except being dilated 
withpurewater, and burnt sugar-uolour is used to bring it up to its original 
colour. The importation of essences of any description is prohibited in this 
Presidency. 

10. The system of supply is conducted by wholesale dealers in this 
Presidency. In some instances, the importer is also a retail vendor in Bombay ; 
the mofussil vendors are supplied by such wholesale dealers. 

H, The wholesale prices of the principal brands in Bombay vary accord- 
ing to strengths and quality. A wholesale* price list for reference is attached 
herewith. 

12. The different strengths at which tlie-se liquors are sold in Bombay are 
■from 16 to 60 U. P. in Bombay, and 16 (I. P. in the mofussil. But in Bombay, 
liquors of less than 26 H. P. are prohibited for sale from Ist April next. 

13, The retail prices of bottles are from Rs. 1-2 to Es. 1-8, The retail 
prices are same as and a very littio over wholesale prices in Bombay, and in the 
mofussil such small profit as competation can allow. 

14 These liquors are sold under the labels of Brandy, Whisky and Rum, 
as the case may be, the labels representing the brand of liquor as imported. 

15. These liquors are drunk by middle and lower classes of all com- 
munities. ' 

16. The consumption of those liquors whether increasing in Bombay and 
the mofussil can be ascertained from the import records of the Customs, 

In my opinion the consumption 'is increasing independently since the 
visitation of plague. Those castes which did not touch liquor have begun to 
use it as a preventive against the prevailing disease, and it' has not inorensed at 
the expense of the country liquor. 
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7. Pure rectified spirit 


'] 
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17. I do not consider tlieso liquors nro more dolotorious than the coiintiy 
spirit manufactured in this Presidency, inasmuch as these spirits are distilled 
at a very high strength, hence they arc freed from all the impurities and by- 


18. I consider that the labels showing the country of origin, ns required 
by the Merchandise Marks Act, are sudicient for retail sale. 

19. I do not consider .any more restrictions arc desir.able beyond those 
already in force, as more restrictions will bon burden Upon the people and would 
also lend to dishonesty in some instances in the vend of liquors to meet the 

' heavy lioonso fees. 
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Third day’s sittings, Saturday) S3rd January 1909< 
lo. 9. 

Mdence of Mi’, Domhlmj Mmoanji Oomriijar, fird witness, 

Examined by tbe Chairman— 

■ A,— MynameisDosaabbojMcrffanjiOomrigar, I belong to tbe firm of 
Messrs, D, 6. Oomrigar &-Oo. We are a wholesale and also a retail firm. We hare 
no “ on ” license, only wholesale and retail off, (Shown his price list,) These 
are the prices at which we supply to the trade in the mofussil, pnly the prices at 
which wo supply the ti'nde. We .sometimes soli retail at those prices. Our 
ousiness has not practically increased in the last 10 years, I think it is the same 
as it was about 10 years ago. We supply two clastos of customers. We sell 
high-priced wines and spirits and also cheap ones, 'We also supply middle class 
brands to middlo class people. The prices of middle class brands range 
between Es. 1-S-O and Rs. 2 per bottle. Our middle class customers belong to 
all communities. Chiefly they are Parsis, Hindus, Portuguese and Europeans. 

By Europeans I mean lower class Europeans and Eurasians. This branch of 
business has not materially increased. We bottle, but wo don’t blend or com- 
pound. Wo reduce and colonr. We only do what is allowed by law. We ' 
' import both in hogsheads and in bottles. We import hogsheads tor the sake of ; 
economy, We import bottles to suit the taste of certain of our customers. We 
don't import all in hogsheads because some people have a tendency lo purchase 
homo bottles. Those bottles are what 1 called middle class brands, and the 
purchasers prefer them to bo bottled at Home. Being accustomed to drink 
particular brands they know them and use them, We import our hogsheads 
for the lower class customers. I sell Exshaw No, 1 Brandy at Es, -46 a dozen 
and wo also sell a Fine Pale Brandy at Rs. 12-8-0 per dozen. As to the 
difference between these two brandies, I say that B-vshaw. No. 1 must be a 
better stuff than what we sell at Rs. 12-8-0 per dozen. What we call Pale 
Brandy comes from Germany. I don’t know how it is made, but we know that 
it is rectified spirit mixed with a blend of the things that require to bo blended 
with it. They can blond rectified spirit with real brandy, or they blend it with 
certain essences of brandy to give it flavour. Rectified spirit has no flavour or 
taste iu itself. 

Q.— Do you know whether they pat in any genuine French brandy to give it 
taste of brandy or whether they put in chemicals ? 

A,— I cannot answer that question. They may do either. I have no informa- 
tion as to what they actually put in. Our lowest class customers buy Fine Pale 
Brandy. Similarly as regards Whisky wo have a high-priced whisky at Es, 40 
poedozen and another at Es. 16 a dozen. The Es, 15 whisky comes from 
Glasgow. I think that whisky is made from grain spirit and blended with malt 
spirit. It is a rectified spirit blended with malt spirit. 

Q.— Is gin drunk by your middle or lower class oustomers ? 

A.-No, very little. They drink rum. I have got rum in my list at Rs. 12-8-0 
per dozen. It comes from Germany. It may be rectified spirit mi.xed with 
' some essences or real rum. _ We sell also pure rectified spirit mixed with water 
and called dilute spirit. Dilute spirit comes under the heading of foreign rum, 
because natives don’t understand what dilute spirit is, Whenever they want it 
they ask for rum, 

. Q.— Is your foreign rum at 16 to 12 rupees a dozen all dilute spirit ? 

A.— Not all, there is some imported rum under that heading. Some time 
ago I received a suggestion from the Collector that in future wo should not nso 
the word rum on labels of dilute spirit, I have not got his letter here. It 
came to me about 2 months ago. I have got hero an invoice (produces one) 
shewing that practically there is very little difference between the prices .of 
imported rum and rectified spirit, 

Df. Sadadmji.—B; imported rum do you mean imported from Germany 
or Jamaica? 

A,— What we import from Germany we also call rum. 



Mr. hoeter,-Jon get all year ram from Germany ? 

' A.— YeSj ander one invoice and from one maker. 

Chairman— Ihe invoice skows rectified spirit sold at Is. lOd. per 
gallon, and again ttere is rectified spirit sold at 2s. per imperial gallon. What 
is the difference? 

A.-Th6 latter is of a kiglier strenglL, about G2 0. P. 

Q,— Again there is rectified spirit at 28. 4d. ? 

A.— That is in drums. The invoice shows that these are practically the 
same as the prices of the imported liquor called rum. I think pure dilute spirit 
suits the taste of natives better than the imported rum because it is clean and 
ks no smell and no flavour. I think natives, that is the class of_ people that 
come to us, don’t like flavour, because 1 find some instances, since bottling 
imported rum instead of 'dilute spirit, of complaints being made to me from 
different quarters that it has got a peculiar flavour which people don’t like, who 
are habituated to drink clean spirit. The dilute spirit does not make them 
,more rapidly intoxicated. We sell it at 15 to 40 U. P. in Bombay. People 
buy this stuff at different strengths according to their requirements and accord- 
ing to the prices they are able to pay. Both the stronger and weaker strengths 
have a sale. Our middle class customers don’t buy this dilute spirit, It is 
made for labourers and other working class people. 

Mr, Pfccfflr.—Has dilute spirit always been sold as rum ? 

A.— Tea, It has been so sold for many years past. 

Chairman,— Do you also sell it as brandy ? 

A.— No. 


Q.— Do you know if any other firms in Bombay do that? 

A.— I don’t know. There is no necessity for their doing so. 

Q,--Why no necessity ? 

A.— If you refer to our invoicelyon see the prioesforrectified spirit and brandy 
are the same. There is therefore no necessity to bottle the one for the other, 

Q.--¥by do you call it rum ? 

A.— It is the usual native name for ardent spirits. If you label it as dilute 
liquor people will not understand what it is, they may think it is methylated 
spirit for which the word spirii is used by them. Rum itself among natives 
means a strong ardent drink which they require. They want nothing beyond that. 
They don’t care what it is made of. They don’t know what it is made of. 
They don’t like flavour. 

iltr. Proofer.— But there is any reason why this dilute spirit merely coloured 
with sugar should be called rum. 

A.— I don’t see any reason why it should not be called so. I think cheap 
rum is wholesome. We have been selling it for the last 25 years. I have not 
noticed, during all that time, that it has produced any bad effect. 

_Q.— ^ve you noticed any disrinct results among the drunkards who taka 
foreign spirits, and those who take country spirit? Do you think the one is as 
good as the other? 


A.— I see ho difference. Some people may like foreign liquor and some 
country. They choose what they like and get it. 

Q.— Do the bottles coming frona Europe bear labels ? 

A.— Tes, each bears a label with the name and the words "Made iu 
Germany ’ or elsewhere. Those labels are not removed in our shop. If the 
label IB scratched it will not be passed by the Ablsari Department, The Customs 
don t mmd passing brandy which is labelled "Made in Germany.” People who 
drink it may perhaps read English, hut they don’t make any distinction whether 
1 is made m Germany or Prance. There is no difference to them. Our middle 

class customers know English and they buy home bottles of brandy which are 

class brands valued from about 
frnm brandies. Por liquor which we bottle 

P? from Europe in some instances. Some we get 

printed here. Practically only those Anns that send out liquor send out labell 
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-Q.— Tou never get labels from anybody wbo does not supply liquor ? 

A.— No, not to my knowledge. ¥e get labels from people who send us 
the'stuff.' I ' ' ' ' 

• ' 'Q.-Doe8 the exporter in Hamburg send you out casks of some liquid with 
labels of rum, braudy, whisky, and gin and you put whatever labels you like on 
the same liquor? 

A.— No. There are different labels and there are also different casks. One 
contains rum, another brandy and the third gin, and the different labels apply 
to the different casks. 

: fj.— Do you invent labels of your own ? 

' A.— les, for liquor of our own bottling. 

Q.— There is nothing to prevent you from making your own labels ? 

A.— No. 

Q,— Ton invent your own dMcriptions ? 

' Ai— Yes. Hera is one : “ Fine Pale Brandy bottled by Dhunjibhoy Cowasji 

Oomrigar ”. 

Or, Mflfltojt.— Look at' this brandy in your list. Is the name of the 
firm on the label that of a real firm ? 

A.— No. It is an adopted name. It is adopted by us. 

C/mirmf}.— Are most names of firms which appear on labels of cheap spirits 
fictitious names? 

' A.— Yes. Sometimes shippers at home confine certain labels to one importer 
and others to another, to prevent competition against one another. The same 
spirit coming from the same exporter may bear the names of several different 
firms. . The names may be purely fictitious. 

' Rio BaUdur Setalmd,—T\ie same stuff comes to different customers with 
different names ? 

A.— Yes. 

, , Boo BaUd/ur Nefafioni.— The same quality ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Then the exporter invents these names merely to make a distinction for 
bis clients? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Do you yourself invent names like these for the liquor of your own 
bottling ? 

A— We have invented a name for only one kind of brandy' and that is 
'•’Charles Pauline." There is no such firm, • ' ■ 

Q.— Why did you invent it ? 

A.— It is a name about which there is nothing particular, ■ It came , out of 
our own head. 

, Dr, DadaoM]'i.--h it a popular name ? ‘ ' x' 

. A.— No. 1 There is nothing in the invented names; People don’t care for 
the name. They want the stuff and they get it, They pome and ask us " Give 
us a brandy for Es. l-8*0 per bottle.” They don't mention the name of the 
supposed firm, ffe- don't pass cheap brandy under the names of genuine 
makers. 

Or, Oadaohiijl-is it in’ order to show you have' got different kinds 
of liquors that you invent these names? 

A.*-It is done for the convenienoe of the trade. • • ' 

Q.— Rather than-to impress customers ? 

A.— Yes. -To the customer it is all the same whether the name of the firm 
on the label is'a European firm or sTarsee firm or a Hindu'firm, 

Q,— Would you object if the Customs required a true trade description to' 
bepntoneaohbottleaswellastbecoa’ntiy of origin?' ■ 
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A,-Aocoraiiigtothe MercbDaise Marh Act every bottle is required to 
be marked Tvitb tbe name of the country ffbere tbe stuff is made or bottled, 
Tbe bottle does not pass tbe Customs wtbout tbat. That is quite sufficient. 

Q,— There is a further matter which the Merchandise Marks Act pro* 
vides for and which is not in force. It is that a true trade description should 
consist of the method of production of the article. 

A.— I don’t think the method of production of the article on the labels 
is necessary. The stu2 comes as brandy and passes as brandy and the label 
bears the country of origin. 

Q —You know that the stuff that comes from Hamburg passes as brandy 
which is a ikench liquor, but it differs from real French brandy. TiFould you 
object if Government ordered that bottles of brandy that come from Hamburg 
should specify on the label what that brandy is made of ? 

A.— I would object. 

Q.— Do you see any reason to object ? 

A.— I don’t think it is desirable. 

Q,__'Why is it not desirable ? Yon ought not to put obstacles in the way of 
people knowing what they drink. 

A.— Because people don’t know what they are drinking. They don’t know 
what is potato spirit or grain or grape spirit. ¥e can get French brandy at 
about the same price as German brandy. 

Q,— Is it not right that the public should know what it is that they are 
buying in the name of brandy? 

A,— The public do know that they are buying brandy, when they get what 
they call brandy. 

Q.— Is not true brandy distilled from the juice of the grape in a pot- 
stiU? 

A.— It is brandy, 


Q.— Is this Fine Pale Brandy not distilled from potato or grain in a patent 
still? 

A.-Yes, 

Q.— Those are two different things ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q,— Would you object to a true trade description being given of each ? 
A.— Yes. 


Q.— Do you think such description would damage the sale of your cheap 
spirits? 

A.— I don’t think it would materially, seeing the class of people that make 
use of it. 

Q,— Then why should you object to its being labelled potato spirit for' the 
beneht of the drinker? 

A.--I don’t think it is desirable tbat everybody should know what it is 
made of as long as it is brandy and as long as it is not deleterious. 

Dr. J)adaclanji.—ls It not necessary to protect tbe publio from bogus 
labels ? ' ' 


A.— I don’t know that tbe public are in any way deceived. They eet the 
article they pay for. _ 

OJflirfltan.— We are told the brilliance of labels is a great attraction. 

Do you mean to say tbat such labels will fetch Es. 3 for an inferior 

stuff? 

0.— -Does an attranliTO laTipl ttoI-o DAfl 


more than any other? 


luor 
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' Q.'— Is dilute spirit generally coloured with burnt' sugar to make it more 
attractive? 

A.— Some people prefer it coloured. 

Q.— In the case of the mofussil shops do you supply bottles only ? 

A.— Yes, not casks, 

Q.—'WhoafBx the labels? 

A.— Vedo, 

Q.— None of your mofussil consiitaents buy bottles and label them them- 
selves? 

Ar-I don’t know, not to my knowledge, Those who bottle there may. 

Q.--D 0 you know of any practice existing in the mofussil of shop-keepers 
buying bottles, opening them so as to make other brands and then puttino on 
labels ? ° 

/A.— I don't. 

Dr. Dadackiiji—do you object to the Excise Department approving and 
passing your labels? 

A.— I don’t think there is anything special to object in the case of labels 
as they are. 


A,— I should like to know what is proposed drst, 

C/idirfflan.— Do you consider that the classes which used to drink country 
liquor 10 or 15 years ago are now taking to foreign spirits ? 

A.— There is a tendency towards that, 

Q.— As to your middle class customers, are they persons who used to drink 
country liquor? 

A,— They may be using country liquor as well. 

Q.— Would Parsees drink country liquor ? 

A.— I know at least, I think, they have left off drinking opuntry liquor to 
a great extent. 

Q,— They seem to prefer foreign spirit ? 

A,— Yes. 

Q.— Would the upper olassas of Hindus, Brahmins, Banias and Bhatias 
drink country liquor? 

A.— No. 

Q.— Do they buy foreign liquor ? 

A.— There are very few instances, not many. 

Dr. Dadaehmji.—fo ward off plague? 

A.— Yes. 

(7kfTOa«.-They take it as medicine ? 

A.— Yes, I don’ t say high class Hindus do that. Foreign liquor is growing 
to be regarded as a specific against plague. People believe it to be so, “ 

Q,— Do you find that natives of classes which took no drinks before now 
go in for it as medicine against plague ? 

Ai— Yes, to some extent, 

Q.— Largely? 

A.-Notvery. 

Q.— Have the lower classes who come to 'buy at a foreign liquor shop 
ceased to drink country liquor? 

A,— That is aiot our line. Ours is a wholesale business. 

, Q,— You do retail' as well? 

,A.-By bottles and pints : not by pegs. The lower classes ’don’t come at 
, all to our shops. 
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Q.— Is your cheapest price considerably lower per bottle or pint than the 
cheapest price of country spirit that is sold in Bombay ? 

A.— No. 

Q.— How does it compare with country epirit in price P 

A.— Country spirit, at present, is sold at Bs, l-2'O per bottle. 

Q.— What is your cheapest price? 

A.— The cheapest brandy or mm is sold for Bs. 1*2'0 or Bs. 14-0 per 
bottle at 40 H. P., country liquor is 20 U. P. in Bombay. ■ 

Q.-Tour cheapest bottle is sold at the same price, but the strength is 
less. 

A,— Tes. And from April next the strength fixed at 25 H. P, for Bombay 
will make the difference in price greater. It may come up to 3 annas a bottle 
more, 

Q,— Do you consider that after Ist April next no cheap foreign spirit can 
be sold anywhere in Bombay under Bs. 1-6-0 n bottle ? 

A.— les. That will be practically the minimum. 

Q.— What is the license fee for your' shop ? 

A.— Bs. 2,500. I think it is much higher than my business warrants, It 
is very high compared with the fees levied in other Presidencies. IniMadras, 
Bengal or other Presidencies they don’t pay so much as we do here, and yet 
they may do the same amount of business as we do. 

Q.— Is the fee anything like the fee that would he obtained if the business 
were put up to auction like a country liquor shop ? 

A.— Our business could not be put up to auction. As importers and 
wholesale dealers we have large outstandings upcountry, and it the business 
was put up to auction no business would be done. Nobody would venture to 
lay out capital for the sake of a year or two or three’s tenure, because he could 
not recover all bis outstandings. We have thousands and lakhs as outstandings 
from different constituents upcountry. 

Q.— Does the license fee affect your prices ? 

A.— Owing to competition these heavy fees don’t fall upon our customers* 
They go out of our profit. The heavy fees do not make us raise our prices, 

Q— In your written answers you say that if fees were largely raised 
dishonesty would be practised by vendors ? 

A,— les. 

I ' 

Q.— What sort of dishonesty would be practised in the foreign liquor trade ? 

A.--Suppoae a man’s fees are raised he will put inferior stuff in the bottles. 
Although I don’t think it has been done yet they will do it. There would be a 
temptation for them to do it, A man has to maintain himself and family and 
bear his other expenses, and if you put on him this new taxation' he will 
necessarily he tempted to do that. 

Br, PoMel/,— What do you mean by inferior stuff ? 

A.— He will put cheap spirit in the bottles of high class brandy of whisky, 
&c. 

Dr. PotocK.— We are not dealing with high class brandies. 

Tou mean they would put patent still spirit in bottles with 
labels bearing the names of high priced liquor ? ■ 

A.— Tes. 

Qf— Or would sell Hamburg liquor as Scotch Whisky ? • 

A.— Tes. ' ' ' . 

Q,.-Do you know whether anybody does that now ? 

A,— I don’t know. 

Q.— Do you sell in half fiasks ? 

the 


benefit of the public. I don't see 


Tjiat mapity, It was for 
1 of the 
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privilege of getting tlie stuff whioh tliey like in small quantities. They like the 
halt flasks because they are home bottled. They have got confidence in the 
pukka bottles from Europe, Stopping the sale will inconvenience the customers 
because they prefer to buy half flasks originally packed. 

Q.— How many drams go to ,8 flask? 

A.— Two drams. Customers open it in the presence of the shop-keeper 
and have their drink from it. 

Q.— In the shop ? 

A.— Yes. It would not be done m our shop as we have no retail*on 
license. But this will be praotioally stopped from April next, I don’t think 
this is in any sense desirable in the interests of the public, 

Q.— Would not a customer be discouraged from having a peg if he 
cannot get a flask? 

A.— On the contrary he would be encouraged to have more drink. By 
stopping him from having a peg from the flask you make him drink something 
more. If a man cannot get his half flask he will have a pint, and he will drink 
more than he wanted to drink, If a company of persons go to a shop and ask 
for a flask and the shop-keeper says he cannot give them a flask they will ask 
for a pint and drink more than they wanted to drink. 

J)r, Dadaetaji.— Do not mill-hands come in a company of three and 
four to the shops ? 

A.— They do. 

Dr, Dadachnjii—Do they generally drink from half flasks ? 

A.— Middle class people, whether Mahomedans and Hindus, come in 
companies and drink from home bottled half flasks. They prefer those flasks 
to pegs from what is bottled in the bazar. 

Dr, Dadaetoyi.— Do you think if this is prevented from April nest, it 
would be a hardship on the consumers ? 

A.--I should say so. It is not desirable in the interests of the public, 

Q.— Will not many people who would have bought half flasks now go 
without any liquor ? 

A— I don’t think so. 

Q.--Would you recommend fixed fees, as you complain of your own fee 
being too high ? 

and minimum fees according to 

Q,— What maximum would you propose ? 

A— The maximum fixed by the Excise Committee is, I should say, reason- 
able although it is high, 

Q,— W ould you say a thousand rupees ? 

A.— Yes. That was the maximum fixed by the first Abkiri Commission 
in 1884 and it lasted for over 20 years. Then about some 5 or 7 years ago in 
the time of one of the Assistant Collectors that limit was broken and fees were 
assessed according to the new _ system. The Assistant Collector had an idea 
that those people who were making very large business should not be allowed 
to escape from paying high fees, 

Q.— Your business is now two or three times as big as it was in 1884? 

, A— I don’t think it is. 

We have got statistics of bports to show that there has been a very 
great increase in late years ? 

’ A— The statistics don’t show that the profits ate great. Profits made in 
years before 1884 were greater than they are now, because now there is too ' 
much competition. 

Dr, Dadaeknji,— Do you approve of a fixed'scale of fees? 

■A-Yes. I should suggest that there should be a graduated scale' of 
shops with a fixed fee for eaoh'Olass. 

■■ b 577-88 ' . 


A— Yes,' there should be fixed maximum 
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Q.— It kB been snggested that all bottling should be brought under control 
and should be done in the Government warehouse. What do you say to tW ? 

A.— I don’t think there is any necessity. There is no necessity at all. In 
the case of spirits that are bottled here there is no blending or mixing done, 
The law does not allow the importation of any essences. Ko essences have 
been imparted for a number of years and there is no instance found of any 
essences being used, Ho blending is done. The Customs and Abkari Depart- 
ment do not allow it. If there had been any instance in which essences were 
imported the Customs would not pass them. The stuff that is bottled here is - 
intended for the class of people who do not require any blending at ail. 


^ Q.— May there not be a great temptation in the case of this dilute spirit 
which the shop-keepers can alter in the semblance of whisky or anything else ? 

A.— I think that will be prevented from April next. Only the importers 
and wholesale dealers and other people whom the Collector may think fit,- are 
to be allowed to bottle. Others are not to be allowed to bottle. This will 
prevent bottling in any and everybody’s godown, 

Q.— Is there any supervision exercised over your private godown ? 

A.-Tes. The Excise inspectors can go there. They won’t 6nd the doors 
looked, It is one of the conditions of the license that they should go to inspect 
godowns. We bottle only between sunrise and sunset. There is no restriction 
in the license about the hours of bottling, We cannot bottle at midni4t if we 
liked, because the shops are to be kept open only till 9-80 p. m. We don’t 
bottle _m our shops, but the godowns are open to inspection. Nobody bottles out 
of business hours. ' 


Q,— Not even a dishonest dealer? 

A,— Even if he did, what would he bottle ? 

Q. Suppose he wants to play tricks on the liquor ? 

u “ '>i>ttling? Bfery thine 

that is bottled now is sold in broad daylight, ° 

Q.— Don t you think that some malpraotioes may be possible ? 

to he 

impoSiqS 

Q.— Take the ease of methylated spirit that comes in at a nominal taxation 

A.~Remov6 the flavour of naphtha? By whom can it be done ? 

Q,— It has been done by Mr. Smith. 

o^ef>ent doneby him to see whether the methylated 
denatured as it is in Bombay 

Dr. Tomll.-Bo you deal in methylated spirit ? 

'Yssi 

tured ? Does the deMturin? mf .®ho“t the way in which it is dena- . 

oes ine denaturing interfere with mdostrial processes ? 

cal Analyse!' It dSs ujm h? t ‘’^® 

can only be used when it is Sd bfikCh® '‘i*”' ’^'^® ®P*"^ 

mixed with naphtha, otherwise S as sufficiently 

15 qmte suitable for industrial nlr,!^ if’ ^^® ®P““ naphtha 

V ^ “'®^ “ P®^®^® 

prepared to subimttoThe riSiefinn^ a Government warehouse, are you 
restriction of hours dunng which you may bottle, Jnd 
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to notice being given to tbe Assistant Collector as to the day on which yon , are 
going to bottle? ’ . 

A,— We bottle every day or almost every day. The bottling is done by 
our coolies who also attend to the opening, examining and clearing' cases from, 
the Docks. They bottle in leisnte hours. If you insist that bottling should' be 
done under the supervision of the Abkdri Department it will interfere with our 
business. Because we bottle on days when our coolies are not' engaged in the 
Docks in doing the work I have just mentioned. 

Q.— Could you not arrange for bottling on three days a week ? 

A.— I don’t think we can possibly do that, because we don’t know when we 
can get our goods from tbe harbour. If we don’t send our coolies to attend to 
the Dock work promptly we will not be able to clear our cases within a week’s 
time and if tbs cases are left there beyond a week uncleared we shall be liable 
to pay extra fees. I would not have any restrictions on bottling at all. There 
is nothing to show that any cheaper articles can be mixed with the stuff that is 
being bottled here. 

Q.— There is a rule in the Abkfm Act by which you can deal in whole 
casks without a license ? 

i,— Tes, 

Q.— You find it convenient? 

A.— ¥e have a license already. I don’t know where the concession makes 
any difference. I should say it is for the Abkdri Department to show whether 
it-is fair that the importation should be allowed free or not. 

Q.— Are you against the law as it exists now, that as long as you deal 
with whole casks and oases 'only yon need not have a license ? Do you know 
of any firms that deal in this way and take out no license P 

A.— I don’t know of any because men who bring out hogsheads of spirit' 
bring them for battling. 

Q,— It has been suggested in Calcutta that liquor shops— foreign as well as 
country— should be Government buildings built on a model plan ? 

A.— I don’t think that is practicable in Bombay. 

Q.— What about retail-on shops ? Do you think there ought to be special 
buildings for them ? 

' A— 1 don’t bow that it is possible because the licensees are sometimes 
required to change from one place to another. 

Q.— Shops once built by Government would not be changed, if the sites 
were carefully selected. You know that there are restrictions in licenses about 
people not being allowed to drink in back parlours and secret places P 

A.-They are not allowed. 

Q,— Do you approve or disapprove of this restriction ? 

A.— You see in a city like Bombay tbe case is this ; when one company 
comes into the shop it would rather prefer to be in a small compartment where 
they would not have to mix with another company, 

Q,— And if such privacy were not allowed the company would not come 
at all? 

L—TSo, , Therefore I would prefer to give them screens. 

Q,— The object of Government is to discourage people from drink, 

A.— I don’t think that purpose could be served by preventing privacy. 

Q.-rWhy not ? , 

A.— People of the higher classes who don’t want to be seen drinking would 
purchase bottles and make use of them in their private houses, 

Q.— Is it not quite certain that it drinking can take place in strict privacy 
there is a chance that people who do not drink now, e. g,, people of the higher 
classes, would go and drink in the shops ? 

A.— They .now take bottles and drink them in .their own houses, I don’t 
know ’Why the poorer classes should suffer for the protection of the higher 
classes. I am against this restriction and also against the model shops. 
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Q -As regards uniform strength, what is your view? It has been suggested 
that 15 U. P. should be prescribed for Bombay City as well as the mofussil as 
the minimum strength for all spirits. 

A.— I would sot prefer 16 ; a minimum of 15 for the better brands, is, I 
think rather too high. Some brands of the better classes are imported between 
15 and 20. They are used by people who are not hard drunkards, 

Q -As regards Hamburg cheap brands ? 

A.— I think the minimum has now been fixed at 25 C. P. That is quite 
reasonable. 

Q.— Do you think it is more reasonable than 15 ? 

A.— I should say so. 

Q.— Ton object to its being made as high as 15 ? 

A-Yes. 

Q:— It is the mofussil limit as you how, 

A— Yes. I would not have one strength for all higher and lower classes 
for Bombay City. I think the limit in Bombay of 25 is quite suicient. 

Q,— You would not have a uniform strength for the Presidency ? 

A— Not unless Government choose to have it, 

Q,— IV hat do you think of the suggestion that there should be a graduated 
Customs duty— heavier on the cheaper spirits and lighter on the dearer ones ? 

A— I don't know how it is practicable. I don’t think it is advisable 
because it would simply lead to dishonest business. It may lead to forging 
counterfeit invoices. The aotniil price of the liquor may be, say 6 or 8 shillings 
and if it comes under the heading of cheap liquor at that price, the importer 
would ask the shipper to say 12 shillings or 15 shillings. It would not be fair 
to the trade. 

Dr. HodflcAanji.— Would the shippers carry out the orders of the 
importers? 

A,— Some would. I don’t speak of respectable firms sending out high 
class liquor; the question is about those shippers who do the cheap business. 

Dr, Dadaokatyir-^o you think the measure would lead to other kinds of 
dishonesty? 

A.— I think 'it is not desirable at all. You would get poorer qualities of 
spirit because your proposal would lead to higher taxation, 

Ckirmsn.—Do you find that the taste for beer is attracting many Natives? 

A— I think there is a tendency towards it. 

Q.— What classes? 

A— Natives as a whole, and to a certain extent the mill-hands. 

Q.— Is your beer business' increasing? 

A.— We do very little business in bulk beer, because there are certain 
importing houses who have got agencies for difiorent kinds of beer and they do 
the bulk business. We supply beer to our mofussil constituents if they 
require it, 

Q.— Do you find the demand is getting larger ? 

A.— Not particularly, 

_ Dr, Dadachnjl—Do you approve that beer should be allowed to be sold 
m mntay liqvmt shops? 

A.- It has not been allowed. , 

Dr. Pmll,—Do you think it is desirable ? 

A— If Government allow beer to he sold in country liquor shops then they 
ought to allow country liquor to be sold in foreign liquor ebops. I don’t think 
beresbould.be any restrictions. lotmerly there was that case. Before the 
first Abkari Commission liquor shops could sell either foreign or country 
hquoi combined in one shop, ' ^ ^ 



Dr, Porf.— Why was that pot a Bfop to? 

A,~]3ecause some suggestion was made that there should he two distinct 
classes of shops. I think the former system had put both kinds of business on a 
level because some companies of 4 or 5 people would 'take country liquor and' 
other companies would take foreign liquor, and so the sales of the shop would 


have driven country liquor out? , , 

A.— No. The foreign trade thrives beoanso it has been separated and the 
tendency to drink foreign liquor has been growing on account of this separation. 

Q,— How could the separation stimulate drinking foreign liquor? 

A,— If tlie two liquors were still combined in one shop the sale of tho shop 
would be divided between the foreign and country spirits, 

Q.— Have men who were once addicted to foreign liquor ever changed and 
come round to country liquor? 

A,— I don’t know. I have never known such a case. • 

Q —Do you know of cases where men have left country liquor and gone to 
foreign liquor ? 

A.— Yes, many. There is that tendency. 


A.— Sherries are practically all sold for tinctures and for other medicinal 
uses. I mean they are bought by chemists, I am talking of Herman sherries. 

Dr. Dadaelmji—Yo\i mean they are bought to make medicinal wines ? 

A.-Ye8. 

Dr. Dadacknyt.— Doctors are supplied with those wines? 

A.— Yes. 

Ckimm—h cheap port used in the same way ? 

• A.— Chemists don’t make use of port of a poor class. I cannot particularly 
say what particular classes drink cheap port. Sometimes customers buy a 
pint of port or a pint of sherry, but not many. We have got some habitual 
customers who ask for port, 

Dr, PoioeK.— How do they compare in price with the wines of Spain and 
Portugal ? 

A.— Those are a little dearer than the sherries and ports from Germany, 
Chemists make use of the cheap Bliorry, (At this stage witness was shown a 
bottle of mixed methylated spirit from Mr. Smith’s of oe.) 

(/kOTWw,— Do you consider this mixture potable ? 

(Witness smelt it and made a face.) 

O/wirman.— Mr. Smith says coolies will drink it, 

A.— They might. We brought this methylated spirit to the notice of 
Mr. Smith to prove that the methylated spirit that is imported from Calcutta is 
not so well denatured as that denatured here, and it can be sold cheaper than 
what we can import or manufacture, Of course, the Calcutta manufacturer, 
Arrattoon and Oo„ who has pratioally got a monopoly of the business, can sell 
it 4 annas cheaper here than we can import it. 

, Dr, Datokn/i.— They import the spirit from Java I believe, 

A,— Yes, it comes from Java und is methylated in the Calcutta Custom 
bouse. Our business is done only iu spirit imported by sea into Bombay. 

Ohairmn.-—! suppose this is the only spirit that comes here from Java ? 

A,— Yes. 

Q.— Do you sell metiflated spirit to Holis comiog from Tiana and Holaba ? 

A.— No. I never heard of those people buying it 

Sdo Mddiir Sekluiad,— Does your firm trade in cheap spirits or better 
olass'spirit mainly ? 

A,— Our firm trades in high class as well as middle dlass spirits. In tho 
middle class prices range from Es. I-8-0 to Bs. 2-8-0 per bottle. 

1877-39 
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JMo SaMdnr Sdalwai—Ho you make a larger profit from the better or 
the cheaper brands? 

A— The profit is practically the same on account of competition. On 
retail sale of a bottle of brandy or whisky we hardly make on an average more 
than half an anna or one anna per bottle. If you assess a heavy duty at the 
rate of nearly 3 annas a bottle how can the merchant afford to pay it when he 
has to meet his license fee, his other expenses and bis maintenance charges. 

Q.— If the material of this spirit were mentioned on the label, would not 
the purchasers know they were getting what they want P 

A.— Those who cannot afford to pay Rs, 3 a bottle don’t care. 

Edo Bahadur Srio/wad.— Don’t yon think we ought to insist on the label 
mentioning that fact so that the purchasers would bow the things from which 
the stuffs are manufactured ? 

A.— I think there would be a great objection on the part of shippers. 
There is no country in the world where they are compelled to state on the labls 
the mode of manufacture which is their trade secret, 

Sa'o JJa/KfdHr iSefa/Mad.— You think it would not be desirable to say that 
the stuff is made from potatoes ? 

A.— It is quite sufiicient if the label states that the stuff is made in France 
or Austria or any other part of the worli The consumer knows what he buys. 

Bdo Bdiddur Selalmd.—^ht harm would there be if disclosure of Ihe 
base were insisted upon ? 

Ai—It rests with the shippers at home. 

Bdo Bahddw Setalmd.~Yo\i don’t object ? 

A.— I think in the interest of the trade we should not disclose how the 
stuff is made, I don’t like the idea. I say it wonld not be better for trade to 
disclose it on the label, It may be manufactured from some wholesome article 
or it may be made of potato or beet or molasses. These things are not unwhole- 
some. I don’t think there is any necessity to have anything of the sort 
mentioned on the label, ° 

^^^^JoBahddnr Setalmd.^Y(ou}i there be any objection on the part of 

A.- 1 think the trade would not like it. 


Rao Baliddur Selalmd,~1Bo public would know what they are drinking, 

A.~-Tlifl npnnlp wlm ftnniA tn iin nviJ Ct rt!..,.. ^... > P W ^ « 


V 1 A n J* j uS t ^ wi uruuuy lOr 

ns. i-4.u don t know what it is they are drinking, nor can they read what is 

written on the label, and even i! they read it they don’t know whether the 
tilings out of which the liquor is made are harmful or not. 

any rate they would know that the Pale 
' iiranay which they are purchasing is no brandy at all, 

A.— They know they get what they ask for. 
whethe^Li?WK''°T‘ 

Theydon-tLyitSSroSo?””’^'^^^^^^^ an ardentr spirit to drink. 

Br^adaohmiu-nsj want the stuff which is “ Earak " (ardent) ? 

tliinafromlotw ''«®ses-tbe educated classes-who know one 

notknowfe^^^ «c. The poorer classes wonld 

bowwhatitisfheSeJ^ 

1}^r R ; J V ^ ^ ® as he is drinking some ardent spirit. 

should 

the educated classerlnff^ {”^“!f¥,' ’atsrestBof 

eu Classes would be safeguarded by true description on the label? 

I*™ olready said the educated classes know what they drink- 



155 


Bio BaUdur Setalmd,—Qopu tbink that the ediioatad classes 'would not 
take Fine, Pale Brandy if they knew that it was no brandy at all, but merely a 
coloured spirit? ' 


from the Oustoms, and as long as it is so passed, the importer has a right to 
label it as brandy, ' • 

Bio BaUdttf Selalwad—l .don’t say you are doing wrong, .But would it 
not be better for all concerned it, before it is passed from the Customs, the spirit 
is correctly labelled? 

A.— What would be the consequence ? I think there would be a strong 
objection. 


Br, Badachanju—Gim you think the Customs authorities should approve 


A,— I don’t think so.. 

Br. Powell.— Do you think it right that the Customs should allow bottles 
to come in labelled as “ Jamaica Bum, made in Germany ” ? Is that proper ? 
Do you consider it is right ? 

A,— If it is imported as Jamaica Rum made in Germany, it is known to be 
rum manufactured in Germany. 

Br, Powell,— Suppose you sell Scotch Whisky made in Germany, is that 
a true trade description ? 

A.— Yes. 

Br, Powell.— Don't you think the coolie who buys a bottle for a fancy 
label would not buy it if he knew that the liquor was made of potato or grain ? 

A.— I don’t think it would make any difference. 

Br, Powell.— Why should it not be sold under its proper name ? 

A.— People don’t know how to distinguish one spirit from another. 

Br. Powell.— Don't they think they are getting something else than they 
actually get when they ask for brandy? 

A.— They are getting brandy, but they get it of the quality suited to the 
price they pay. 

Dr. Powell,— You object to proper labels ? 


brandies would be practically stopped, and middle class people cannot afford to 
pay for high class spirits, 

Br. Powell,— Grape spirit brandies have potato or patent still spirit 
added to them? 

A.— Yes. Middle class brandies are mainly ra-nde of patent still spirit 
blended with a little proportion of the real article for which they are meant, 
such as brandy, whisky and rum. 

Bio Bahadur iSelolwod.— Don’t you think that the country liquor which is 
made in India under direct Govemiuent supervision and control would be better 
than the cheap stuff that is imported, as regards which you don’t know how it is 
manufactured ? 

A.— We know how it is manufactured, It is manufactured free from 
by-products. 

Edo Bahadur teW,— Don’t you think that as long as country liquor is 
manufactured under direct Government control it is better than this cheap stuff? 

A,— Foreign is as wholesome as country liquor. There is nothing to prove 
that cheap liquors are unwholesome, 

Br, Badaehanji—Em you got a distillery for country liquor ? 

A.— Yes, afUran. 

DA Badaeknji-Do you find any difficulty in preparing country liquor 
like Bevda and Mowrah of the old type ? 

A.-^It is not possible, because there are so many restrictions upon distilla- 
tion now^a-days.’ Im olden days thoro were no restrictions. They were spiced, 
they were mixed with sugary matters, they were allowed to mature and afc 
■wards they were used,. • We cannot make spiced liquors in Bombay. Wo are 
not allowed to use spices in Bombay, We can do that at Uran only. 
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OJiaimafi.— Don’t you keep matured liquor tlicre ? 

A.— There is DO matured liquor there.’ I don’t know i£ other distillers 
mature there, 

dr, Can you mature the liquor it you choose ? 

A.— Tes, 1 

Edo BaUdur Sei'alwad.—M.ost of your fee is paid on cheap liquors P 
A.-Xo. 

Sdo Bahadur tolwad.— Why do you recommend 25° U. P. strength in 
Bombay. If 15 is suitable for the mofussil, why should it not be suitable for 
Bombay ? 

A.—It would be suitable for Bombay for the cheapest kind, 

Dr. Dadafl/ianyV.— What proof strength is fixed for country liquor in 
Bombay ? 


A.-20U.P. 

Ur. Procter.— You said these 


ailent spirits are blended with the difierent 


1-Yes, 

Mr. Procter,— You also say that the blending makes the spirit more 
wholesome ? 

A.— Yes. 


Mr, Procter,— “Rovr do you know what they blend these spirits with ? 

A.— Suppose we want brandy; then in a oertain portion of rectified spirit 
they would mix brandy in a certain proportion, A certain portion of brandy is 
required to be added to the spirit to make it flavoured, I don’t know whether 
they put essences instead of brandy, I have no direct means at all of knowing 
what they do. Everything is done for wholesomeness and not for spoiling the 
liquor, 

Mr. Procter,— Yod said that the middle classes approved of brandy which 
comes from France, Can you tell us what proportion of the brandy imported is 
drunk by the middle class? 25,000 gallons were imported last vear. How much 


1— Do you mean how much middle class brandy was imported. 

Mr. Procter.— Yes, How much of that 25,000 gallons would you say was 
French Brandy ? 


A.— Half of it. 

Mr. Procter.— is a matter of fact only 5,000 gallons were shipped from 
France last year, Terefore, probably these are not French brandies ? 

^ Ai —I don’t know if it is correct that only 6,000 gallons were shipped from 


Mr, Procter.— S, 700 were shipped from Bordeaux, 1,000 were shipped 

1 nnflronfa artij /fflA 


Dr, Dadactayi.— What quantity of brandy did yonr firm import? 
than^iTt^^ S®t from France nearly 2,000 oases a year. May be a little more 

ifr. Procter.— More than half is shipped from Hamburg. Is that French ? 
A.-No. 

Mr, Procter,— was not sent to you as French ? 

A a our bottled brandies all shipped from Bordeaux or Marseilles. 

As regards our importation m bulk, Hamburg stands first as regards cash. 

Mr. Procter.-h the brandy which is called a French brandy really French ? 

i" >» I*'* 

' 1... Si ‘ta tt. «, of Wp 

■ Yos* 



167 


I 


Jfc.Procteft-r'yoiiliavealsoBaidtliattliereliaBlMen a tendency to give 
up country liquor lor foreign spirits. Would tkt not be at tbe expense of 
country spirits ? • ' . 

A.— Sometimes people take a fancy to foreign spirit and then they revert 
to country spirit, 


■ • A.— There is an increase in foreign .liquors owing to the visitations of 
plague during the last 10 years, Those classes who used not to drink have 
been compelled to take foreign spirits as medicine for plague. It is a proven' 
tive against plague. 

Mr. Procter.— You said there was a tendency to give up country liquor in 


A.— Yes. It is according to the taste of the people. If they like foreign 
spirit there is nothing to prevent them from having it. If they like country 
‘ spirit, there is nothing to prevent them from taking that too. 

, Jfr. Procter.— As regards labs's, you say you consider the present labels 
sufficient ? 


A.— Yes. 

Mr. Procfer;— You don’t think the labels matter at all ? 

A.— The present control over the labels is quite sufficient, I say the labels 
don’t afiect the trade at all, I don’t think they affect the sales. 

Mr, Procter.— Then it could not matter if you put on a true trade descrip- 
tion? ' 

A.— I don’t know whether it would affect the sales. But it is impossible. 
Suppose we get any brand and bottle it out here. How can we say that 
it is a potato spirit or rye spirit or beet spirit? How can we say deffnitely 
that it is potato spirit unless the shippers declare it ? 


Mr, Procter.— If it would notaffeot the sale and if Government want to 
put on a true trade description, it would not matter if they did ? 

A.— Gnder present circumstances these cheap liquors are sold as brandies 
.and whiskies, wherever they are imported from. I am not prepared to say 
what they are made of. All we know at present is that they are got out in bulk 
as certain liquors, but we don’t know whether tbe brandy so imported is made 
of potato or beet or rye, 

Ik. PowcM.— You know it is not brandy. 

' A.— I cannot say it is not brandy. How can I say it is not brandy p As 

long as I get it as brandy I take it as brandy, 

Jk, l)adaoImji,—Qsa. you not tell your shippers to give a true trade 
description? 

A,— I don’t think they would do it. \ 

Dr, Ddaoknji,—(j«a they call it brandy made from potato ? 

A.— I don’t think they would do that, 

Mr. Proofer.-It seems you consider that the label does affect the sale ? 

A,— To a certain extent. 

Dr. Powell.— Do you know that one of the large export druggists of Cal* 
cutta imports whisky essences and brandy essences ? 

A.— They may do it in Calcutta, I think they are allowed to do so there. 
The law there allows them to import essences. 

C/iflirJwm.— Would you have it allowed here ? 

Ai— There is no objection. It would improve the taste of the brands that 
we prepare to add essences. 

Dr, PoweU.—Yoo don’t think that it is impossible for importers hereto 
mix essences with the neutral spirit from Germany which is imported ? 

A.-They may do,it on the other side. 

Dr, Powell,— It is not impossible heret 

A.-No. ■ . 

B '5(7-40, 
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Sepliet of Mr, D, D. Bain to petUomfor mimms. 
1. Hamburg, Rotterdam, Bordeaus, Glasgow, London. 


3. Potato,be6t,molasaes, rye, from4i0to68O7er-Prooi 

Unable to state for certain tbe method of manufaoture, but is believed to be 
generally what is known as the patent still process, in any case it is so in South 
Africa, where molasses are used as the base, 

4 Tes, for instance in the opinion of many, spirit made from molasses is 
more adaptable for potable purposes than that of potato and beet, 


The bases mentioned cannot be considered as unwholesome, 

5. By diluting and blending with a percentage of the spirits after which 
they are named. 

In India a colouring matter of burnt sugar is added to the spirit and 'sold 
as rum. 

6. More wholesome. 

7. Only as stated above with burnt sugar added to the spirit from 15 
H. P. to 50 H. P. By adding distilled water. 

Wholesale approximate Es. 148-0 per gallon at the strength of 68 0, P. 
Retail 60 U. P. Re. 1 per bottle. . 

„ 40U.P.Ra.l-2 „ and so on. 

8. No. 

9. No, with the exception of rum as mentioned in answer to para- 
graph (5). 

■ 10. The system of supply is conducted by wholesale dealers. 


The mofussil is supplied through the wholesale houses of Bombay. . 

11. Prom Es. 16 to Rs. 20 per doz. bottles according to strength, 

12. From 15 to 60 U. P. From Ist April 1909 the lowest strength will be 
26H.P. 

13. From Rs, 1-2 to Es. 1-8 per bottle, according to strength. 

14. Under labels of rum, brandy, whisky, etc., as the case may be, the • 
labels originating from the brand of liquor which the spirit represents. 

15. Inhabitants of India and the poorer classes of ah communities, 

IG. Yes, independently. 

17, Do not consider these liquors more deleterious than country spirit. 
Unable to give an opinion. 

18, Consider that the aixment of label stating country of origin in 

accordance with present Merchandise Act is quite sufficient. . ' 

19, Cannot recommend the placing of any further restrictions upon the 
sale offorei^ liquor in general nor ths spirit defined above in particular than 
those already at present in existence. 
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No. 10. 

Beidence of Mr. D. D. BaHa, 

(This witness gave his evidence partly in English and partly in Gnjardthi.) 

Examined by the Chairman, 

A.~My name is D. D. Baria. .That is also the name of my firm. I am 
both a wholesale and retail dealer. I bottle, reduce and colour. I would object 
to a general warehouse for bottling. I would object on aooount of the expenses 
and trouble to the coolies. They are sometimes engaged at the docks opening, 
oTfatininir g and clearing my packages from Europe. There is no knowing when 
they will be called away to do that work. When they are free from that work 
they look after my bottling business. I object to the proposal of a general 
warehouse on the score of inconvenience connected with coolies. 1 import both 
in bulk and in bottles. I import in bottles because some people ask for bottles 
that come from Home. As regards differences in the quality of spirits that are 
imported in casks and in bottles, in some oases there is a difference and in some 
there is no difference. There is no general superiority in the bottles, Higher 
class bottles cost more and the lower class of bottles cost less. Shippers send 
as we order. 1 import labels from Europe (puts in a book of labels), 1 also 
manufacture labels. Some labels cannot be manufactured here. 

Q.— Is the whole of the liquor that comes out in bulk accompanied by 
labels from the exporters ? 

A,— Some exporters send labels, some don't. I never get labels without 
liquor, We make labels for our own brands. There are European firms who 
will supply labels without supplying any spirit at all. 

Bdo BaMdw Setakad.— Those firms don't do any liquor business at all ? 

A.— No, There ore manufacturers of labels and capsules. 

Dr. Dadaclmji,—Do you know the names of those firms ? 

A.— 'Bates & Co., Lumley & Oo, and others who send inferior capsules 
from Germany. 

Ckimon.— Do you supply the mofussil? 

A.— Yes. I do it entirely in bottles. I label the bottles before I send them, 
No shopkeeper in the mofussil labels his own bottles, I have never heard of a 
mofussil shopkeeper opening bottles and blending two kinds of spirit together, 
I sell rectified spirit, I don’t sell it in the name of brandy. We call that thing 
brandy which comes from Europe as brandy. I sell rectified spirit under the 
name of rum. We dilute the spirit to 40 D, F. and add burnt sugar and call it 
rum. I never mix it with real rum. The process 'of dilation is this; the 
number of gallons in the cask are multiplied by 168 or 140 and we divide the 
result by the number of degrees, We sometimes use distilled water and some 
times plain water for reducing. I don’t distil water myself, I don’t buy dis- 
tilled water. I use tap water and not well water. I have never heard anybody 
selling rectified spirit under the name of pale brandy, I have an on-license. 
I seE to consumers on the premises. Poor, rich and middle class people come 
tobuyatmy shop. Some of them drink there and some take bottles away.’ 
High class Hindus don’t come to drink on the premises. Sometimes they buy 
themselves and sometimes they send their servants tobuy. Poor Parsis come 
to drink on the premises, but generally Parsis don't do that. Musalmans come 
to buy liquor in my shop. None of them drink on the premises, Generally 
Borahs don’t come to the shop to drink, 

Q.~P'sed any of the people, who come to drink in your shop,- to drink 
country liquor and have they changed their drink ? • 

A.—Ye5, some. On account of plague they take foreign liquor. 

Dr, DadaciflByi.— They take foreign liquor to prevent plague P 

A.— Yes, Therefore, they give up countiy liquor. 

O/wraoB,— Has that caused the number of drinkers to be largely increased, 
say doubled or trebled ? . a ^ > 

cannot say thatthey have increased BO much. During plague they 
have taken to the habit. & r o j 
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Q.—Wbati is your license fee? 

Ai—My fee for this yearis Rs. 1,900. I consider it very high. 

Q.— Does it compel you to sell your liquor dearer than you would otherwise 
have done ? 

A.— No, we lose our proBt. I cannot raise my prices on account of com* 
petition, On account of competition we cannot make a profit. All the increase 
in the fee falls on our profit. I cannot approve of the idea that all on-license 
shops should be built by Government on a model plan. 1 do not approve it on 



Q.— How would it increase the expense if Government own the shops and 
let them to the shopkeepers ? 

A.— Then Government should charge the importer a low rent, 

Q.— I suppose you have to pay a very high rent ? 

A.— Sometimes I pay Rs.25.per month for my retail-on and ofi shop at 
Mazagon. For my Market shop I pay Es. 186. 

Sr, 'Sadaehnp,-~Qzs it lately been increased by your landlord ? 

A.— For the last 2 years it is the same. 

strength of 15 U, P. being 

A.— It would become very high. 

Sr. Daiacto/i.— How do they have it in the mofussil? 

A,— Because it is compulsory there, 

OiatmaB.— Does any customer ever mix his foreign spirit with water 
to make it weaker in strength ? 

A.— Yes. They do so when they drink in the shop, and also when they 
take the stuff to their houses, Generally they add water. They add it 
according to their taste. Sometimes they add much and sometimes they add 
only, a little. 

Q.— We are told that the general custom is that they mix half and half. 

A,— Yes. Some make it half and half and some add the whole tumbler. 
Some add half a tumbler, They put a little water in the cheap spirit. 

Q.— Does the man, who buys spirit 15 U. P., dilute it more than the man 
who buys at 40 (J. P. ? 

A.— Yea, I have noticed that In the mofussil private people get spirits 
from Calcutta and Madras of 26 D. P. That tells on our trade. 

Q.— Have you noticed a growing taste for beer ? 

A,— I don’t know. 

Q.— Has the sale of cheap wines such as port and sherry increased ? 

A.— No. I sell from lOl) to 150 dozen a year. They ate bought by natives 
ns well as by Europeans— chiefly by the middle and poorer classes of the latter. 

Jlfr. Procfer.— Do you sell much rum ? 

A.— Yes. I sell about 30 or 40 hogsheads of 60^ gallons each a year. 
I import it as ram. I don’t make it here, I import it from Germany. I don’t 
manufacture rum here. All that we import from Europe as rum is already 
blended. 

• Sr, Dadockaa/i.— Don’t youdilnte rectified spirit, colour it with sugar and 
call it rum f , ^ 

A,— Yes. I label it as rum, 

Mr, Srocler,i-(Shon witness one of his labels.) You see that label ? 

A.-It is Jamaica rum, imported from London, ‘ I impart it from London, 
It is a real Jamaica rum of 25 H, P. (Witness is shown another label,) This is 
Jamaica rum at 16 H. P, (A whisky label is shown to the' witness.) This comes 
from Glasgow. 

Dr. Powell.— In bottles or casks ? 

A— In hogsheads. (Witnests is shown, another label.) This is 40 H.,?, 
rum. Burnt sugar is added to this. It is sometimes added, if it is pale. 
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dr, Po!mK.— Do you put burnt sugar in this ? (Shows witness a label.) 

A.— No. Sometimes i£ we put much water into it, then we have to add 
bbrut sugar to make it red. 

Mr. drockr.-he not these diluted spirits ? 

A.~No. They are rums from Europsi 

Mr. droe(er.-M diluted spirils coloured by you ? 

' A.— No. K I have not got rum I colour dilute spirit and call it rum, 

CAflinBflM -(Shows witness his price list.) Don’t you make some rum 
yourself out of rectified spirit coloured in your own godown ? 

A.— Yes, until recently, when the Collector asked us not to call the stuff 
rum, We always now import rum. Sometimes if I have not got rum I take 
dilute spirit and call it rum. I do that when my stock runs short. 

Mao MaUdur 8elalmd.—Bat that is not rum f 

A,— It is rum here. Dilute spirit plus colour is called rum. 

Ir. Proc/er.— Is this rum? (Shows a name in the price list to the 
witness.) 

A.— It is Jamaica rum. I invented the name. It is a fictitious name, 
(Witness was shown two other names in the list,) These are also fictitious names. 
For the sake of our trade we do these things. Because, if I put on my own 
label people will not like it. 

Dr. Dadac/ionyt.— Though the qualities are the same the label is different? 

A.— Yes. 

Mao BaUdur Selalwad.— Yon think labels bring you greater prices ? 

A.— No. We have these labels in order to have a monopoly of certain 
names. ‘ 

Dr. PoiceH,— People are attracted by the labels ? 

A.— Yes. 

C/iairwaa.— (Referring to witness’s book of imported labels.) Those are 
the labels imported from Europe ? 

A.— Yes. They are from the original maker, that is from the manufacturer 
of the spirit. 

Q.— Will you mark on your price list all the labels which are of your own 
iaveution ? 

A.— Yes. (Does so.) 

ifr. Procter.— Are these genuine labels? (Shows some from the book to 
the witness.) 

A.— No, these are all fictitious names. These are not real names. 

Dr. Dfldocfajt.— Your book of labels comes from Scotland ? 

A.— Yea. They use fictitious names for the whiskies. 

ilfr. Procter.— Is that a real name (shows the name of Gillespie). 

A.— No, (Refers to another label.) This one shows the name of the real 
mannfaolnrer, 

Ckfrwas.— All these labels are invented by the European firm? 

A.— Yes. 


jffr, Broolei'.—’Eo has taught you how to make your labels ? 
A.— Yes. > 


Dr. PoH!ett.-People who buy the stuff prefer it for, the label? 

A.— No, You see, the distiller always asks us, tell us if you prefer su 
and sucu a label ? 'We say ‘yes, ’ because, we want no competition in the labe 
One label comes to me alone. If the same label went to another merchant th 
^tero would be competition in that brand. I might be selling the stuff f 


4 , 
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In that way competition would go on if there were same labels used by all 
tbe dealers. , These different labels are used to avoid competition. The same as 
in piece>goods. 

Mo BaUdur Selahad.—'Do exportera of labels invent labels for you ? 

A.-Ye8. 

Jldo Bahadur SMioad,—Yo\i send orders and they send you nice labels f 

A;— Yes. .They send us groups of labels to choose from, Different labels 
are sent by the same maker to diderent shops, in order that the public inay not 
understand that it is tbe same thing that they are buying at different prices at 
different shops. 

Dr, Poadl—li you said on tbe label of your dilute spirit 'coloured spirit,’ 
would not the public buy ? 

A.— No, 

Br, PowcK.— You mix spirit with water and burnt sugar and call it rum ; 
' would not people buy it yet if you called it ‘ neutral spirit ’ ? 

A.— No. ■ They would not buy if we state on tbe label that tbe stuff in the 
bottle is 'neutral spirit.’ 

Dr. PoweK.— Why should you call it rum ? 

A.— Inferior spirit is always called mm in India. 

Dr. Poircli.— Why call it rum, when it is not rum ? Would not people buy 
it unless it is called rum? 

A.— Many people are writing ‘Muted spirit,’ on the labels. 

Dr. Pojccf I.— People will drink thiit? 

A.— Yes. They consider it is rum and drink it. 

Dr, Dodactoji.— Have you got a distillery at Uran ? 

A.- No. I don't consider country liquor is superior to this cheap German 
spirit, 

Q.— Country liquor is prepared under the Excise supervision ? 

A.— I don’t know it it is superior to the cheap foreign spirit, 

Q.— Why not ? The one is under supervision, and as to the other we don’t 
know how it is prepared and what are its ingredients ? 

(No answer.) 

Q,— You know the one is prepared in Buropo and tho other is prepared 
under Excise supervision? 

A.— In Europe tbe distillers make the spirit under supervision I believe. 

Dr, Dadac/iOfiji.— Have yon any objection to a bonded warehouse where 
bottling, blending and reducing would be carried out? 

A.— Yes, on account of the trouble, 

Dr, Daiac/dBji.— Otherwise you have no objootioil ? 

A,— Wo should have to be present when the Excise officers are present. 

Dr, Dttdocta/i.— Suppose bottling is allowed on only stated days and at 
stated hours in your own godowns. What then ? 

, A.— We should have to wait for the exoise inspector. 

Dr, Dafato/i.— Suppose a time is fixed for his visits ? , ‘ 

A. — It would inconvenience our coolies who have to go to remove cases 
from the docks. 

DdoDaWwriS^cfafioad.— Have yon any objection to the labels havinwa 
correct trade description ? ' ° 

Ai— If shippers gave false descriptions we should get into trouble. 

B, do Bahadur Selalmi,—lt the Customs authorities required that bsfore 

they pass tbe bottles tbe bottles should bear a correct trade description, would 
you have any objection ? ' , , 

■ A.— I don’t think it is necessary. ' . 



164 


Mo SaUdur Setalu)ad.—Em you any objection f 


i,— I don’t tbink it is necessary, 

Edo Bahadur 8etalmd.—li such a thing is done do you foresee 
inconvenience or trouble or objection? 


A.— I bare objection on the score of the labels. They wilbbavetobe 
changed. 

Edo Bahddur Setalwad.—k\\ the objection you have is as regards the 
change of labels. 


A.— Yes, 


dr. Badachanju—IlQ you tbink shippers will give false description ? 

A,— How can I say ? They will keep their trade secrets. They won’t be 
willing to disclose their trade secrets. 



1. Prom LondoD, Liverpool, Hull, Bordeaux, Marseilles, Eofcterdam, 
Hamburg, Trieste, Java, Ao. , They are manufactured in England, Scotland, 
Ireland, Austria, Germany, Holland, Sussia, Prance, Java. 

2. It is both for consumption in tbe Presidency and a very fair proportion 
is exported to Territories beyond the Presidency, i,e., to tbe Punjitb; the Central 
Provinces, tbe United Provinces, Nizitm’s State, &c, 

3. Prom inferior binds of grapes, malt, barley, oats, rye, wheat, artichokes, 
beetroot, carrots, cane-sugar, malted-rice. 

Tbe process of distillation is tbe usual one by tbe patent still, i.e, 

The mashing, 

Tbe cooling, 

Tbe fermentation, 
and ' 

Tbe distillation. ' 

Tbe spirit so distilled varies in strength from 40 0. P. to say 70 0. P, 

• 1 Being distilled at very high strengths all tbe impurities are removed 
and the base does not affect the nature of tbe spirits ; these spirits are quite 
wholesome. ' 

6. The spirits are generally blended with small quantity of superior 
liquors of which they take the name, 

6. Ho, on the contrary they make the spirits more agreeable and 
palatable, 

7. Pure rectified spirit is drank not only in Bombay but all over. It is 
first reduced. The strength of so-o.'illed reduced spirit varies from 16 U, P. to 
60 U. P. It is reduced in the usual way by tbe addition of good filtered water, 
and to give it a colour pure burnt sugar is added. Tbe rectified spirit at the 
strength 68 O.P. sells at Es. 14-8-0 per gallon, and by tbe bottle reduced it sells 
at Es. 1-2-0 to 1-6-0 per bottle, according to strength, 

, 8. Of recent years I have not heard of methylated or denatured spirit 
being drunk. But the sale of this class has been daily increasing, which would 
lead one to suppose they were so drunk, but when one takes into account the 
various industrial uses to which the spirit is now being put, the increased 
import and sale may be in a way accounted for. 

9. The spirits imported in balk at Over-Proof strength do not undergo any 
other treatment beyond being irednced at strengths varying from 16 U.P.'to 
60 U. P. by the addition of water, and if the colour is not quite suitable *to the 
Market requirements, pure burnt sugar is added to bring it to the proper colour, 

10. The distribution is done by the Importer, who, in most oases is also 
a retail vendor. The mofussil dealers as a rule make their purchases from 
these ' Im^iorler— JIM V&idon’ There are however a very few Importers 
who supply the mofussil dealers also, but almost 90 per cent, of their trade is 
done locally with the Importers ^and the Eetail Vendors ; there are also several 
dealers in the mofussil who import some of their requirements direct from 
foreign Ports. 

11. Herewith attached* is a wholesale price list of an Importer, who is also 
a Retail Vendor. Tbe small retailers hardly make a profit in known brands 
of annas 4 to 8 per' case over these wholesale prices, The competition is' so 
very keen. 

12. The strength varies between 16 and 50 U, P., but after the new ' 
strength regulations are applied, I think most of the spirits will sell at about 20— 
22 U. P. This is same as is the case in Gi’eat Britain under the sale of Food 
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and Brags Arapodinoiit Act of 1877. By this Act. Brandy, Ram and Whisky 
mast not be sold weaker tlinn 26 U. P. and Gin 35 B. P. _ Bat Importer-Retail 
Vendors here are compelled to keep in their stock spirits at 2 ..sti'engll)s, tiz,, 
16 B. P., and the lower strength. The 15 U. P. straigih they are obliged to 
keep to meet the leiiairenionts of their Licensed customers in the Bombay 
Preadcncy, where by the Abkari rules spirits of lower strength than 15 U. P. 
cannot bo sold. 

This is a distinct li.irdship both to tho Importer hero and also to tlio 
Licensed Dealer in tho JIofHS.<il when you take into account that Licensed 
Dealer in the mofussil iu tho Bombay Ptesidoncy b.-is to pay to tho Importer 
hero a higher price on account of the high strength, wlioivas private coiiaumors 
can get their requirements from retailor here of the lower strength at cheaper 
rate. Furthermore, the regulations about strength not being uniform iu all 
India tho dealer in Bombay 1 ms to work at a distinct disadvantage, In Bombay 
it is decided to keep tbo limit of strength at 2BD. P. 'the Bombay Alarkot 
supplies as far ns Punjab, Central Provinces, United Provinces and even Madras 
and Nizam’s States. Tlieso Provinces take spirits of a strength of 50 U. P. and 
under, and ns Calcutta, Madras and Kanicbi can meet their wants in this lespect 
this trade would be lost to Bombay. If the wording of tho License granted to 
Importers— Retail Vendors wore so .altered as would permit of their selliug spirits 
of atij/ sfmiffUi beyond tho Presidency and for all tho Presidency the strength 
were kept 25 U. P. it would make matters easier, 

13. As mentioned in paragraph 11, ditforenoo in price between wholesale 
and retail in most cases of kuown brands is not more than annas 4 to 8 per case. 
It is tho same in Mofussil, cacept for the dilfcrcnco in freight. In this question 
reputed quarts of 8 drams nro mentioned, but 1 beg to point out that all over 
tlie world the reputed quarts vary from nnytliiiig over 23 ozs, to 2 G 5 ozs. 
These bottles are everywhere acknowledged. Bveu tlio very best spirits, such 
as Exshaw No. 1 Brandy, Uennossys Brandy, &o., arc being imported in bottles 
of 25 to 25jj ozs. It would bo diliicult and imrnssing to the trade were it 
attempted to fix tho limit of reputed quarts at 2 G| ozs or 8 drams. 

14, Labels on bottles of imported bottled goods gcncrallj bear somo 
name and tbo country wliore it is manufactured. Locally bottled goods bear 
similar labels with an ndditioual iabol to indicnlo tbo name of the bottler. 

These labels are gcnnrally sent out from Homo according to the shippers' 
ideas and in some cases they ara designed to the special requiromeuta of the 
Importer. 

IB. The cheap spirit is drunk by the lower classes of all communities, 
both here and in the mofussil. 

16, The consumption of these liquors is increasing, It is increasing 
independently of the country spirit, 

17 , These spirits are quite wholesome and are no more deleterious to the 
consumer than is the case with the country liquor. 

18, The labels as at present used are quite a sufficient guide to the 
purchaser. The consumer of the cheaper class exactly knows what to expect 
to get when he calls for a drink. It is usual for this class of consumer, (oxcept 
of whisky and gin), when they call for rum to expect some strong spirits. To 
them rum is the same, whether it is cheap brandy or cheap diluted spirit. If a 
dealer were to go out of his way and give him real Jamaica or Vatted rum 
when he calls for rum he would absolutely refuse to drink it on account of its 
flavour. This has actually happened many times. 

V As regards whisky and gin the consumers are a distinct class who usually, 
know the taste, and these products are usually defined as such on the labels. 

I®.’, '^fiBtrictions atady in force are great and, in my opinion, one or 
two of these require modification which, whilst not doing any harm to the revenue 
or conducing to increased drinking, uriH remedy some of the hardships under 
which the public suffer, specially the prohibition of the sale of half flasks and 
the remov^ of smaller quantities for consumption from retail bars, refreshment 
rooms, hotels, etc, ^ 
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It is not quite clear to me how the new assessment is proposed to be applied 
and to what class of license. Bombay, besides being a large consuming centre, 
is also a big distributing one for Western and a' good part of ITorthern and 
Southern India. Here the importer is also a retail vendor, hence the trouble. 
There being no separate and distinct license for importers, some firms import and 
sell liquors without' taking out any license as they sell original packages. I 
would propose that there should be a distinct and separate license for all impor* 
tets with a nominal fee, as at Karachi, The present form of wholesale license 
(No. V) given to some of the importers is not suitable. The importer license 
must only permit the importer to sell what he originally imports in quantity not 
less than one package, permitting the importer to replace breakages and refill 
casks to their capacity before delivery. The fee for this should be nominal. 
The wholesale license should permit of sale up to a pint or two half fiasks at a 
time and permit of bottling and compounding. The fee for this may range 
anywhere from Bs. 100, with a fixed maximum according to sales. If the scale 
as proposed is sought to be appM to this license it will add to the selling price 
and will lead to the public buying cheaper stuffs, which is not desirable. 
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No. 11. 


Evidence of Mr. E. JET. J. Buitoniji, 

Examined by tbe Chairman : 

A.— I do irbolesalo trade in Bombay. It is under tbe narao of tlic firm 
called B. E J. Eustomji. Mine is an entirely wbolosnlc, not retail. By wbole- 
aale I mean by cases only, I supply the raofussil. 1 supply to people outsido 
tbe Presidency especially. I supply to Secunderabad, Hyderabad and other 
places. My trade in tbe mofussil is very small. I supply Bombay and the 
raofussil in bottles only. I don’t send casks to other provinces. I have heard 
raost of the evidence given by Messrs. Oomrigar and Baria. I don’t agree with 
the whole of what they said. I don’t think there would bo any special objection 
to the Government having a general warehouse, but 1 don’t see that there 
would bo any necessity for it, looking at tlio class of spirits (hat are bollled in 
the bazar. They are of such a peculiar character that I don’t know that any 
restrictions you put upon them would be useful, They cannot do anything 
worse. I mean the bottlers cannot do anything worse. 'I’lie only thing to 
insist on js a correct description on the label, which is already done. 

Ghairiimu—Eo, The labels only show country of origin. 

A.— The cheaper class of brandy and rum and whisky that is bottled and 
imported from Germany is described as such, by the c.vportcra ; so the sellers 
don’t do any harm in dosciibing them os such, As they are imported ns such, 
importers are entitled to dcscribo thorn as such. That is from ray point 
of view, 

Q.— Bo you agree with the two last witnesses that there should bo no 
enforcement of a trade description of liquor, including tho source of production 
on tbe label? 

A.— It is dilTicult to say what is brandy, rum or whisky, ns there is so much 
doabt ns to the true definition of these liquors. There arc different standards of 
definition. Commissions are silting year after year and they don’t decide whnt 
is brandy, whisky and rum. You can got brandy from Franco for 50s, a 
case and you can get brandy from France for 5s. Both are brandies. The 
recent Commissiou that sat on whisky has not laid down any specific description. 
They merely said it is a spirit distilled from malt and grain, 

Q.— I imagine tho Commission did not wqnt to go ag.ainBt tho trade. Bo 
you object to true definitions? 

A.— What would be gained by it ? 

Q.— Purchasers would know what is brandy, etc.? 

A,— Brandy is what is described as brnmly. French brandy would be 
called Fiencb brandy and German bmndy would lie called Gorman brandy, 

Q.— Suppose in a certain liquor there is 75 per cent, of neutral spirit and 
25 per emit, of brandy, do you see no reiison why tho ' bottle should not be 
labelled “ Kentral Spirit flavoured with 25 per cent, Brandy ? ” 

A.— How can tbe facts be ascertained ? From whom would you got that 
information ? 

Q.— Might it not be enforced on tho manufacturers ? 

A.— Tlie shippers that send out goods liere take them from different manu- 
facturera. 'Hie manufacturers supply tho shippers in original casks at Gd O.P. 
The Bluff is blended and manipulated before it comes out here. 

mado^rf?^** think that the shipper does not know what the liquor is 

. A.— No, because it passes through so many hands for blending, etc., before 

It comes to him. , 

Q.-'Are there three parties—distillers, blenders and shippers? 

A.— Yes. 
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' ■ Q,-®e distiller knows the base, ' and the blender bWs what ' he puts in 
could not the shipper get the^'tcu'e trade description of the stuff ? ' ' 

A.— He could only describe it as spirit 'fem his own knowledge. What 
guarbtee is there that anything else he might say wonld be true P As far as I 
know, the last' Commission that sat on cheap foreign spirit. in England could not 
come to a decision on this point. I don’t think you can put all that on the label. 
Spirits sometimes come from the London market, where the shippers sometimes 
' buy them in auction-sales. German exporters send |hem to England and they are 
there stored in bond. How would the shippers in London know the true trade 
description of the liquor they got in that way P The manufactup has sold it to 
his agent and our shipper buys it from that agent. How then are you going 
to apply for the trade description in such a case ? There is no law in England 
to enforce anybody giving it. • ■ 

Q.— So you think the only, practicable description is the country of 
origin P 

' A.— Yes. I don’t say these spirits are not perfectly wholesome, All I say 

is, there is no necessity for any restriction. 

Q.— You would not drink them yourself? 

A.— 1 prefer not to drink cheap spirits. 1 don’t drink them because I am 
not used to them. These are matters of taste,. 

Q,— It is not a matter of headache ? 

A.— No. Cheap spirits don’t give headaches. It is a mistaken idea to 
believe that they give headaches, In a whole glass of rectified spirit you don’t 
find one grain of fusel oil, 

Q,-<I)o you say from your own knowledge that this stuff gives less headache 
than say a good whisky P 

A.— When it is matured. 

Q.— Are you speaking ot better class liquors ? 

A.— Yes. When a man gets stuff of lower price he must take the con* 
sequences, 

Q.— Ho you say this cheap spirit— rectified spirit— gives les? headache 
because it has few by-products in it P 

A.— Yes, 

Q.— Do you know from experience that it does not produce headaches P 

A.— I have not heard of any such bad effects. I have seen the Spirit 
Commission’s report, which I have read. Two doctors in that report say that 
it produces no deleterious effects, 

Q,— By whom were the doctors retained ? 

A,— They were retained by Government. They pass among the highest 
authorities in England, 

Q.— Did they give their views on the point of by-products P 

A.— The question was about bonding cheap spirits, whether they should be 
kept in bond for 2 or 3 years before they are exported. The doctors said there 
was no necessity because than they were not as wholesome as when they were 
raw. Personally, I have not observed bad effects from cheap liquors, I don’t 
know the effect of cheap forei^ spirit as compared with that of country spirit. 
You cannot make that comparison, because country spirit is drunk by a different 
class of people to that which, goes in for cheap foreign liquor. Formerly poor 
people used to take country spirit but now-a-days when they begin to earn a 
little more they go after foreign spirit. 

Q.— Have more classes taken to foreign drink P 

A.— Yes, with increasing prosperity they like to get better spirits. They 
think the taste of country liquor is not so good, 
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Q.-You 'don’t how, do you, wliether people in Europe use essences or . 

genuine spirits for blending and oompoundiog ? 

A.— 1 knorr that unless they use essences, tbe oheaper class of spirits could 
not be made at tbe price. 

Q.— Do you tbink the Hamburg rum and brandy are essenced ? 

A.— I cannot give a definite answer, because for a case of brandy or other 
spirit the price is almost the same as that of neutral spirit, or it is a matter of _ 
a difference of a penny or half a penny a bottle. The cheap spirit that comes 
here as brandy is distinctly flavoured. 

Q,— You know the Fine Pale Brandy ? 

A—Yes, it is exported from Hamburg. It is practically the same as recti* 
fled spirit. If it is more flavoured that may be duo to the sugar. They could 
not afford to mix genuine Brandy with it, because it would bo too expensive. 

Q.— Have you a license under tbe A'bkdri Act ? 

A—Yes. I deal in spirits in casks and I dealin bottles by tbe dozen. Ido 
no bottling now. 1 used to do a lot before. 

Q.— At present under tbe A'bkdri Act a man who deals in whole casks or 
cases only need not take out any license. Do you think he should ? 

A.— My opinion is that all importors of liquor, whether they sell wholesale 
or retail, should he forced to take out a license. There are several Arms in 
Bombay wbo do a large liquor trade; they import liquor and supply it without 
a license in whole original coses, but if they want to break a case they have to 
take out a license. 

Q.— Will you give me the names of those firms ? It 'is perfectly legal, but I 
would like to know the people who are interested in this question ? 

A.— I cannot give you that information. It can be got from the Onstoms. 

Q.— How many are they ? 


A.— Many. Perhaps twenty. 

Q,— Do you know anything about the retail-on trade ? 

^ A— I have nothing to do with the Bombay retail-on trade. Consumption 
of beer is increasing. 1 import beer in casks and bottles. Consumption of beer 
is increasing among tbe lower classes of natives. It is not among .mill-bands, 
Some Forsees and Mabomedans and some Goanese are taking it, beoiiuse it 
is now brought in casks and put on tbe bar. This was not the case before, 
1 don't import cheap wines. 


Mf. ^rootet.—h your evidence you, said these spirits are generally blended 
with superior spirits at borne ? 

A—Yes, sometimes. 

JIfr. Proper.— But you have just told us they could not afford to blend 


A.— They cannot so blend the cheap classes of spirit that oome from 


Mr, Pfocicr.— Do you think most of the cheap liquors from Hamburg are ■ 
not blended with genuine spirits ? 

A.— I should not think so, I should say not, on account of the prices, 

Mr, Procter.— You don’t fevonr anyrestriotioDB by the Excise Department 
because the spirits are so bad that they could not bt made worse ? 

Ar— They are not bad. I did not say they were bad, I said that they 
are so low in price, and how can they make oheaper spirits still, 

i!fr. Procter.- Might they not adulterate ? 

A.-yHow could they adulterate to make them oheaper, 

Jlfr . Procter.— They could not make them worse than they are ? ' 

A.— I did not say they are bad. How could I say that. I say they could 
not adulterate them. There is nothing cheap'to adulterate them with. 

jlfr. Procter. — Why could they not use methylated spirit ? 

A,-They would not be drinkable. 
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' 'Mr, PwJfcc.-Mr. Smith says people drink it with greed when mixed mth 
mhowra liquor? . • • • 

i,— I don’t’ know that. ' ».•/ 

Mf, Iroeter,— Yon say they could not be adulterated ? 

A,— No. 

Mr. Proflier.— We are told by other gentlemen if we increase the dutyi 
adulteration would take placa With what? 

A,— With a cheaper article. 

Pr. PoiflflW.— What cheaper article conld be imported? Could you not 
import a cheaper article ? \ 

A,— No. Eectified spirit is the cheapest of things. Beyond diluting it 
you cannot make it cheaper. 


A.— It is drunk by a class of people who drink it, because they want to 
drink something ardent. If you give tikt class a better liquor, it will not taka 
it. That is my personal experienca I imported from Brance brandy in casks 
and I imported Demarara and Jamaica rums, and supplied them to the public, 
but I had to fall back on the ordinary stuff made of dilute spirit, beciiuse these 
people would not take the reel Jamaica rum even if I offered it at the same 
prloe. If they want Jamaica rum they will take it, but SO out of 100 would 
not take it on account of the smell Be consumer wants something that is 
ardent, without flavour, 

dr, DadttcUnjL—do yon think the ardent spirit does no barm ? 

A,— No, that is not the case. But they prefer it, because it is ardent. 
Drinking is on the increase compared with what it was 10 years ago. 

Mr. Procter,— he there any people who drink cheap foreign liquor now, 
because there are more facilities for getting it ? 

A.— Cheap foreign spirits have always been procurable, They are increas* 
ing very much, because the lower class people drink more than they used to. 
There is no harm in making 16 U, F. the standard in Bombay, if it were the same 
everywhere. The new standard of the Bombay Presidency would deprive 
Bombay of its trade of Upper India and the Punjab. , 

Dr Pomll,—li people merely want ardent spirit, why do you label it 
Jamaica rum ? 

A.— It is not labelled, Jamaica rum. 

Dr.Po«ieU,—li not a great deal labelled Jamaica rum ? 

A.-No, 

Dr, Powell,— Yl ell it is labelled rum ? 

L—Yes, What is labelled rnm, is rum, but German rum is not labelled 
Jamaica rum. 


A.— For lower classes ardent spirit is rum. If they ask for rum and if you 
give them any other ardent stuff they will take it as rum. For the convenience 
of this olass people import spirit which is not genuine rum but they are quite 
free to call it rum. 

Dr, PowflM.— There must be some object in labelling it as rum. 

A.— Because the man who asked for rum expects to get rum and he takes 
it as rum, whether it is rum or not, 

Dr, PaimM.— W hy not call it by a different name ? 

A.— Government now allow rectified spirit to be called dilute spirit only. 

Dr, Pflwflll— Will people take it if it is labelled so ? 

A.— Tes, if it is labelled dilate spirit, ' 
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J3r. DffdflCAwi/!.— Can you distingulsli brandy prepared from grape juice 
from the one prepared by synlhetioal processes ? 

A—It is absolutely impossible for laymen to dp itj and very difficult for 
experts. 

J)r, Dadae1mji,—'l& it not necessary to bare a true trade description ? 

A,— It Tvould do no good. 

C7iaimo».--Toproteotthepublic? ■ ' ' ' - 

A.— flow will you protect the public f French brandy of all prices comes 
as brandy. It is brandy, whether it is poor French brandy or rich .French 
brandy. Tou can’t draw any line. 

jOr, Dadacianji, —li is only the prices that can attract the customers? 

A.— Yes. 

I 
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, Uo. 12. 

Evidence ef Ur. F. J, EaMe oftkfim of I F. Kdhlte, Ml mSm, 

Examined by tbe Chairman, he said 

A.—! am a 'wholesale and retaihoff dealer. I have heard what the three 
gentlemen have said. Ingres withMr.Bustomji. I agree with 'everything 
he said. I don't bottle here nor do 1 import any casks. I'get my liqnor all 
bottled from home. I get my liquors labelled in Europe. I don’t import any 
labels. 1 should advise that bottling should be done in bond under A'bkiri 
supervision. I am certainly in favour of a warehouse, 

Q.— Why is it that the other members of your profession object to it? 

A.— Of course, if I say anything I would be charged with defamation. 

Fr. Machmji.~\fhj do they object ? 

A.— It must be for their own benefit. 

C/iflimsB.— How so? 

A.— I will explain. Just now Mr. Baris showed you a lot of labels. The 
stuff for him does not come of one qua%, and we cannot say if they are bottled 
cf the same quality or of other quality. 

Bdo BaUdw Wiood.— Would you exact that casks and labels should not 
come separately ? 

A.— I say that labels are conung from England and besides any amount of 
labels are made in Bombay, and, of coarse, consumers cannot find ont whether 
the thing is a better stuff or is adulterated. 

Mr. hooter.— Mm labels? 

A.— Yes. 

Gkirmr.—k label may come from England describing something else 
as Scotch Whisky? 

A.— Any words can bo put on the label according to the advice given by 
the dealers here. I think labels ought to be controlled in tho warehouse. 

Q.— We are told no malpractices lake place without a warehouse ? 

A— It would be the best thing to tho consumer if the liqnor is bottled in 
the warehouse under the supervision of the A'bkdri Commissioner of Bombay. 
Then there would be no complaints to the effect that adulteration is going on. 

Edo Baliddvr Setalmi—do yon say that adulteration is going on ? Is it 
going on? ' 

A.— I must admit it. 

Fr, Badachanji^li would be stopped if the bottling is done in a 
bonded warehouse? 

A— Yes. 

EdoSaWarSefalaiad.— To preclude the possibility of adulteration going 
on? 

A.— Yes. 

Jlfr, Irocter.—do you say it is going on ? 

A.— Of course, I should say it is going on. As an instance, take people 
who are using port wine under the doctor’s advice. Do you think the cheap 
port which they use is os good as the one that is sold for Bs, 3-S-O ? 

. Q,— What do you suspect? Is it port wine bottled in Bombay you are 
speaking of? 

A— Yos, generally port mne. 

Q.— What they do to make it so cheap ? 

■ A— There is some sour claret out of which port wine is made. 

Fr. FadttClmji.—Wi&t is sour claret ? 

A— It is one which cannot bo sold. , 

, Fr. WflOtoyi.— Wliioh cannot be used as claret ? 

A,— Yes, 

n 



m 


Q,-Wliat do tiliey mix it with ? 

A.— If you want mo to open ovorytlimg— 

Dr, Diitxikanji,’—^^ vront all tie partioulavs. 

Mo BaUdur 8elalwad.--ki long asyou tell ua correctly why do you fear ? 

A-It will come in the papers and the traders will all come bawling against 
mei They mix it with black grapes. 

Dr. Diid(iclmji,-fhj make port so? 

A,— Yes. 

Dr, Dadaclmju—'^ith. more alcohol added ? 

A.-No. 

Dr. Dadacknji.— Is there any blood got from tho Bnudora slaughter, 
house for that purpose? 

A.— No. Blood is generally used to make tho port wino clear. They put 
blood in it to make it clear. Blood is used for that, 

Mr. Procter.— Is any other adulteration dono in Bombay ? 

A.— I cannot say, I am not an A'bkSri Inspector, 

Mr. Procter.— Do yon think so ? Is it your opinion ? 

A.— I have no information. 

C/wtruittfl.— Do you believe that adulteration takes place with other thin^ 
besides port wine, say brandy ? 

A.~It is rather impossible to say. Because it is difCcuIt to prove it. 

Dr, DadacImJL— Do you suspect it ? 

A.— I cannot say. 

Dr, Poioelf.—What is the cheapest spirit which you import ? 

A.— I don’t import any very cheap spirit at present. To meet competition 
I have imported lately brandy which is che.ip for C/8d. a dozen bottles in 
France, 

Dr. Powell.— Do you import any rum ? 

A.— No. I do import Jamaica rum which is 16/ per dozen. It comes from 
Leith and Glasgow, 

Ghairmn.— W ho are your clients mostly? 

A.— Mostly European gentlemen, big respectable natives and Bnilway 
Co-operative Stores. I have got my shop in Pnrsi Bazaar Street next door to 
the shop where Chubb’s looks are sold. I supply to the mofnssil Bhop'keepers. 
I don’t supply them with cheap Hamburg spirit, I am only supplying to tho 
mofussil customers rum bottled by Messrs, Oomrigar and Baria. ' 

Q.— Have you an agepey from Messrs. Oomrigar and Baria ? 

A.— No, I buy from them at a certain rate and by charging for a profit 
send the thing to my customers. 

Dr, PowelL— Do you approve of this rectified spirit being coloured in 
Bombay and diluted and then sold ? 

A.-- No. I would not allow it to be called rum. I had a talk with an 
A'bkdri Inspector about this subject, about G or 8 months ago. There are two 
names given to this rum— one is called Imported Rum and the other is called 
Indian Rum, This word " Indian Rum ” was suggested by the then Assistant 
Collector, Mr. Almon, about 8 or 10 years ago. Ho was tho first man to give 
this name to this spirit. 

Dr. Powell,-" Bm”? 

, A.— Yes, No, 1 and No. 2. Whenever people come to ask for rum, we 

show them this rum, I don’t think it is right to call it ram. It should be 
called spirit. If it is sent from Germany as rum we cannot object to its being 
called ram. 

Dr, PoMeK.—And if they call it Scotch whisky ? 

A.--Bven Scotch whisky comes from 6/ per dozen. 


1 
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D)'. PoMtfW.— From Germany? 

A.~I have not imported any German wliislcy myself. 

Dr, Imll-do you tliink it right that it should bo imported ? 

A,— Of irhat strength ? Strength should be known : perhaps, they may 
seDd40U.F. r 

dr, Pewclf.— Suppose it is called Sootoh whisky and you know it is neutral 
spirit coloured with essences? 

A,— It depends upon the consumer to complain. ' 
dr. PomcM.— Y ou have no objeclion to its being called Sootoh whisky even 
if it is not Scotch whisky from Scotland ? 

A.— Wo cannot object if it is admitted by the Custom House, 
dr, PoioeK.— If you made it in Bombay it would bo wrong ? 

A.— Yes. 

dr, PoteeK.— It is not wrong for Germany to make it ? 

A.— No. We cannot complain unless it is found out by, the Customs 
House authorities. 

dr, PfliesK.— If it is called French brandy ? 

, A.“-Wo cannot object. Wo have simply to do our trade. If the Customs 
don’t allow it we cannot order any more in future. The poor class of people 
drink anything that is given to them. 

Dr, d(idttelmji,—do you consider that country spirit prepared under the 
supervision of Government officers is superior to the cheap foreign spirit ? 

A.— Yes, of course, by all means it is better. 
dr, Patokujf.— Why ? 

A.— People prefer to drink that which is better ; when the poor class of 
people after leaving work go home they take something, either country liquor 
or brandy. If a man asks for a pint of brandy he can get it for 8 annas of the 
cheapest kind. If he goes to ask for country devd$ ho gets it for 14 annas. 
Ho cannot drink a quarter of the pint of country spirit because the thing is 
strong. 

dr, What is the effect on the human constitution of foreign 

spirit and.of countiy spirit ? 

A.— I don’t know, I can’t say because I am not dealing in country spirit. 
dr, You can speak generally. 

Chairman ,— do you say a pint of the foreign spirit would be better P 
A.— Because the strength of the pint of brandy is nearly 45 or 50 U. F. 
dr, PoweK.— Water won’t hurt him? 


A.— Good spirit won't give headache. Mbowra will give headache : if he ffoes 

1 1 * 1.. «.:ii ® 


B(fo Bahddar iScfcfwo(i.--Taldng price for price, the one is inferior to the 
other? 


A.— Yes, 


Bdo BahMnr SetofMad.— What do you say as to a uniform standard of 


, A, —There should be a scale of one strength— 16° U. P, or 25' TJ. P. If tho 
strength is 25 for Bombay City and 15 for up-country wo cannot compete with 
other Provinces. I would not object to a uniform strength for Ms, As 
regards fees I have to mako a confession about that. It is mentioned hero 
(refers to tho question paper issued to him by the Committee) that in Bombay 
they .are going to raise tho rate from Es. 1-8-0 to 2 a dozen, At present I may 
say that I have been paying Rs. 900 as foe. My lioohse is No. V wholosale. If 
you increase my present fee to Es. 2 a dozen I am unable to do my business. I 
can toll you, Sir, that the profit that wo are making is from 8 annas to 12 annas 
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a case eittei of spirifi or wine, not of beer. If wo eell a bottle we only make 
8 pies as profit. Now suppose a person comes and takes a quarter dozen we 
are obliged to give bim at tbe rate for the dozen, Then, Sir, remember that we 
bare to pay our income-tax and expenses. If with all this Government wish to 
make our foes Bs, 2 on spirits, Be, 1 on wine and annas 8 on beer, then it is 
rather impossible for us to carry on our business. This is (iwing to the excessive 
competition, Suppose our fee is increased ns it is proposed to be done, then we 
shall be obliged to raise the price 4 annas on a bottle and then the consumers 
will grumble to pay. , 

Q,— They would pay? 

A.— Only those who are able will do it. Then tho profits of Government 
would be reduced because importation would be less. 

Mr, Procter.— Eoy! many cases do you sell in a year? 

A.— I have two or three agencies. I sell about 6,000 cases in a year. 

Mr, Procter,— Tken your profit is only Bs, 3,000 a year ? 

_ A,— 'Generally, sometimes j if yon take into consideration my wholesale 
business only it is so. I am a money-lender and an estate holder ns well. 
Being in this trade for about 40 years since I was of 1C years of age, I don’t 
like to go into another line of business, 

Mr. Procter,— "Does not this business pay you ? 

A.— No. I only keep it from respect to my old firm, Itisinexistencefor 
the last 75 years in Bombay. We have been dealing with lots of European 
gentlemen and Co-operative Stores, Having carried on this business up to the ' 
present day I do not like to go into any other lino. 

Dr. Dadaeltttnji.—YoaT general profit comes to about 8 annas a case? 

A.— Yes._ In former time I used to make good profit. When for about 
15 years the license fee was very low I used to make good profits. 

Chairman,— li is not the license fee but the competition that has cut 
you down? 

A.— In those days the duty was loss, the profit was more, and the expenses 
were less. Now-a-days expenses are more and profits very low. 

5oo Bahddur Setalmd.—'TJoM you favour the idea of having a trade 
description on bottles ? 

A,— If we instruct our home shippers they would give us some sort of 
statement, but we have to depend upon them. 


At this stage witness was allowed to go, but before be left the room, 
Mr, Dosabhoy Merwanji Oomrigar, accompanied by Mr. D. D. Baria, who had 
heard the evidence of the witness, approached the Chairman and Members of 
the Committee and addressed them thus 

, Mr. Kathoke goes away, may I be allowed to ask him a question 

whether he can give any solitary instance of the description he gave as regards 
tw u'” j*-’ j ! reference to diluting or mixing or colouring. He said 
t blood IS added and that grapes are added to make port wine. I want to 


oimnl ru ii j ''“““''Snoauy suiiijBrjinBtanoBoiwnasnBBiaiiBur Jie 

oiinnia « 1 L « “ because he is not bottling here. His remarks 

shoula not be allowed to pass unnoticed. 



t.~¥e will take your statement as an addition to your former 


tQ-Tnnrrnm please, it HUH inaiier wiubb lo ub p 

r? ®nkof the bottlers ? It ii 

it is not just on the part of Mr. ] 

does not knnw?^ tv*’ things of w 

floes not know anything. He has not the slightest idea of bottling. I 
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Dofc bow what is diluimg and bottling. (Turning to Mr, Katboto),— Ton cannot 
give an answer. (Turning to tbeOhairman).— Everything goes to show that if 
such a thing is done it is very damnatory to the trade. 

CkAmn.—! understand you don’t admit Mr. Eathoke’s allegation. ’ 

Mr. Eathoke’s particular object in making this 
Btatemkt is that if it gets published it will create a bad impression upon the 
public about the trade. 

Mr. Bark said he associated himself with what Mr, Oomrigar had said, 

C/iairtWB.— We note that Mr. Oomrigar and Mt Baria don’t agree mth 
the statement made by Mr, Eathoke. 

Mr, Eathok.—'Qo you think, Sir, I have spoken of these gentlemen f I 
said it is a diicult thing to prove. 


Mr. Ikahhoy,—li is a general statement; no one is privileged to make a 
eral statement of this kind. 

(Messrs. Eathoke, Oomrigar and Baria withdrew.) 
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No. A.-7191 OP 1908.09. 


from 

G, V. HATCH, Ebooiee, L 0, S., 

OoDeotor of Bombay; 


To ' . , 

' The COMMISSIONBE op CUSTOMS, SALT, OPIUM asd 
ABKAEI, BOMBAT, ash CHAIRMAN op m COMMITTEE 
• OS CHEAP lOSlIGN LIQUORS. 

Sir, 

Witb referenoe to your No. 7094, dated the 3let December 1908, forward* 
iiig a list of questions tor the Committee on Cheap foreign Spirit, 1 have the 
honour to say that, so far as questions Nos. 1 to 15 are concerned, I shall have 
no evidence to give. The information I have collected on these matters corro. 
borates the answers ^ven by the Assistant Collector; those answers have been 
made with my approval, and I have nothing ,ta add to them, 



Q. 16.— I attach a statement ftatlhave had prepared showing the con* 
sumption of foreign and country liquor in Bombay City during the last 10 years. 
It will be seen that while the consumption of country liquor has increased by 
12‘7 per cent, in the last quinquennium as compared with the quinquennium 
ending 1902-03, the consumption of foreign spirit has increased by 347 per 
cent, over the same period. The consumption of country spirit however still 
averages. 7§ Mkhs of gallons (of all strengths) per annum, as compared with 
188,000 gallons of foreign spirit. 

Unfortunately, figures are not available to show the class of foreign liquor 
that is being imported in increasing quantities. Information gathered from the 
shopkeepers points to the increase being chiefly in cheap "brandies” from 
Germany, “ whiskies ” from Scotland, and in rectified spirit. The liquor shop- 
keepers do not, however, admit that the lower classes of native drinkers are 
deserting country liquor and taking to foreign liquor, Among various eaplana- 
tions I have heard of the increase in consumption of foreign liquor are the 
following!— ■ 

(s) The supposed virtue of " brandy ” as a specific against plague has 
led to its introduction among classes who had never drunk foreign liquor 
prior to 1896. 

(i) There has been an increase of drinking among higher caste Hindus 
{e. g. fianias], who adopt the "civilized’' liquor of the European in 
preference to Mhowra or Toddy spirit, 

(c) Foreign spirit leaves little or no smell or taste in .the mouth; this 

' is no inconsiderable advantage when a man is ashamed that his friends or . 
family should know that he drinks. 

(d) Foreign spirit can be imported and retailed in wired and capsuled 
bottles with attractive labels at a trifle over the price of the same quantity 
of Mhowra spirit. The ordinary price for a quart bottle of cheap foreign 
spirit in Bombay is Rs. 1-2-0, but in some shops ,it is sold as low as m 

' rupee, i. e„ the price of a bottle of country spirit. 

The considerable increase in European population in Bombay during the 
last 10 years is another factor which ought not to be overlooked. The number 
of European residents in Bombay according to the census of 1900-1901 was 
l2,273, while in 1905-1906 the number was 14,374 (an increase of' nearly 17 
percent.), • 

The increase in the trade of the port moreover brings every year a larger 
and larger number of thirsty sailbrs to Bombay,. : 
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Q. 17.— I liave no information on this head, 

Q,18.— Idonotseehowcoi'j'fiflt desoriptions of foreign spirit are to be 
enforced, in the absence of any test by Trhich the base of the spirit can be 
Recovered. The country of origin-might be insisted upon as a part of the 
defoription, e-g., “Brandy" from Germany should be labelled "German 
Brandy ”■ But this would not protect the customer from being .imposed _ upon 
in all oases, e, p., large quantities of the cheapest spirit are imported “ asWhisky ” 
from Scotland, and these spirits would continue to pose as “ Scotch Whisky", 

The practice has been in Bombay to label ns * Bum the stuff that is 
made here from rectified spirit and water. (It is also sometimes labelled 
“ Dilute Spirit The Bombay bottlers would have a grievance if they were 
not allowed to use the term “Rum” to describe their compound when the 
German exporter has his choice of “Brandy," “Whisky "and “Bum” for a 
precisely similar compound. 

On the whole I am of opinion that the simplest plan would be for the label , 
to show— 

(1) the name of the country where the spirit was made ; 

(2) the name of the liquor (as described by the bottler) j 

(3) the strength of the spirit; 

(4) the name of the place where the liquor was bottled. 

All labels (whether on imported bottles or on liquors bottled in Bombay) 
should be subject to the approval of the Bxcise Department; and a clause to 
that effect should be entered in foreign liquor licenses, 

Q. 19.— Hitherto bottling has been permitted to nil holders of foreign 
liquor licenses in Bombay, from 1st April next it will be confined to holders 
of wholesale licenses. Another restriction that will come into force from let 
April next will be the prohibition of the sale of foreign liquor of less strength 
than 25' U. P, This will bring the minimum price of foreign liquor up to Rs. 

per quart bottle, and will make it approximately dearer than country 

spirit. 

Another restriction coming into force on the same date will be the prohi* 
bitaon of the sale of foreign liquor for consumption ofi the premises in less 
quantity than one pint, This wilt stop the inoreasing sale of 1 and 2 dram 
fiasks, 

I would watch the efi'eot of these changes for a year or two, If the con- 
sumption of cheap foreign liquor continues to increase at a greater pace than 
that of country liquor, 1 would raise the tariff duty on forei^ spirit. I do not 
think it is possible to distinguish between different classes of foreign spirit in 
adjusting the tariff. All sorts will have’ to bear the inorease; but its effect 
willof course be more apparent on the price of the cheap than on that of the 
dear liquor. 

Other methods of restricting the sale of foreign liquor are (1) to reduce the • 
number of shops, and (2) to increase the license fees. A litUe has been' done 
towards reducing the number of m licenses in the last 2 years, while the fees 
have been considerably enhanced for both on and licenses as will appear from 


1890-91 ... 

1900-01 ... 

1906- 07 ... 

1907- 08 ... 

■•1 IM 
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nest 
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41 

41 
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15 

14 

14 

76 

77 

76 

73 

1 

Ks. a. p. 
41,04110 8 
66,460 0 0 
79,176 0 0 
84,636 10 8 
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Licenses for consumplaon on tLe' premises ■ (oilier tban at lioiels and 
refreshmenkoons) are sold bj auction. The number of suoh licenses stood at 
49 in 1907‘08 and ms reduced by one in the pretsent year. The intention is to 
reduce these licenses gradually as opportunity offers. ' 

That the profits to be made from the sale of foreign liquor are already 
small as compared with those for country liquor is apparent from the figures 
paid for the shops at the auction held in March last, Whereas 49 country 
liquor shops were sold at an arerage price of Bs. 5,385, 8 foreign liquor shops 
averaged only Be. 1,337 apiece. 

I hare the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant, 

G.W. HATCH, 
Collector of Bombay. 


FOREIGN LIQUORS. 


Bril Qm'njmntim, 



.Vean. 

Ginou.* 


1608.00 

128,187 . 


1809-00 

111,717 

Ceneumpiion of bnnoly, vliieky, gin, rum- 


. 108,780 ■ 

tnd rectified epirit, 


07,002 

1 

1002.03 

71,119 

Total for the first qoinquenuium ... 

m 

611,836 

Awogo oMual coBBuraption of brandy, whisky, 
. gin,' rum and rectified epirit daring the first 
quinquennium. 

m 

102,573 


Smd Qiu'njvniiiwn, 



Tcut. 

OdIIoii.' 


1903.04 

86,883 

Consumption of brandy, whisky, gin, rnm-i 

1901.05 

94,925 

1906.06 

196,618 

and Rctificd spirit. , 

1908.07 

152,753 

>. 

1907-08 

169,369 

Total lot the second quinquennium ... 


689,541 

Averajo annual oonsumption of brandy, whisky 

aii.M 

137,908 

giiij rum and rcctifiod spirit during tito Beoond 
quinquennium. 



Inmoporccnt34'7. 


B 677-43 














182 

OOTJNTEy LIQUOR. 
Enl QuHi{8fnni««. 



Yciin. 

Gallons,* 

Mhowra and toddy spirit combined oonsnmp- 
tion. 

•• 


III 

Ill 

III 

706,880 

671,503 

889,764 

686,820 

729^88 

Total for the first quinqnenninm » 


8,433,507 

Average „ 

(•tool 

686,701 


Seetni ^uiitpenmm, 


• 

Tcnn. 

Oallom.* 

. r 
1 


743,849 

1904.05 

760,962 

Ubovra and toddy spirit combined oonsnmp.^ 

1906.06 . .. 

811,678 

tioo. 

1906.07 

1907-08 

751,843 

801,393' 

Total for the second qninqnenninm 

•Mill 

3,872,227 

^ Average .. 

r 

l»*lll 

774,445 


I 


* 80’ U. P. usd 26° U. P. togcthur, 
iDoreue per cent, 12'7. 
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St^plmatary note Jj| Mr. '&,■ W, Mok 

\ 

I. Edel Inoenses number 14, They are assessed from year to year ou a 
sliding scale according the sales. They pay from Bs. 2,750 do irn to Bs, 400, 
(Average Bs. 1,168.) 

II. B^rethment Licem number 40, They are assessed from year to year 
on a eliding scale accordingio sales, They pay from Bs. 2,400 doivn to Bs. 500. 
(Average B8.895.) Befreshment Boom Licenses in the native town compete 
with the liqnor shops sold by auction. Practically they are merely liquor shops. 
They have been granted from time .to time to people who have rendered assist* 
ance to Government or the Police (s. g,, after the riots of 1893). 

III. Jltguor tltopt told bg mtion holding licenses for sale both on and oS 

the premises number 48.* They are sold by auction. 
•Of tiom 28 an priritcgod Prior to 1907-08 they were sold for 3 years with option 

MS CjMOttowldbyanOliOn fgpjljgf pgj,jgj[ gf g gg' pjyn,gg{ of 

£tMs. * ™ “ a fee fixed on assessment of sales. In Maroh 1908, 

8 shops were auctioned for one year only, with option 
of renewal for 2jurther years on payment of auction bid for each year.' The 
shops auctioned in 1908 fetohed prices varying from Bs, 3,050 down to Bs. 700, 
(Average Bs. 1,337.) The other shops are all now under assessment calculated 
roughly on the basis of sales. It has not been possible to adopt the basis of 
sales exactly because the Excise Department is not able to rely on the figures 
given by the licensees. They pay from Bs. 1,360 down to Bs. 420. (Average 
Bs.759.)' • 

17. Licenses for «f«il o/ sale only number 35. They are given to grocers 
and chemists at fees fixed on o consideration of sales. Duriag the last two 
years an attempt has been made to make the fees approximate to a rate of . 
Bs. 2 per dozen of spirit sold. The fees vary from Bs, 575 down to Bs. 100. 
(Average Bs. 242.) 

7, Licensees holding tohoktok and retail o/licenses together number 32,* 
They pay fees varying from Bs. 226 to Bs. 2,600. 

• III sddltim to thcM tto (Average Es, 576.) These fees are based on a con- 
no 12 pun W’ sideratiou of the magnitude of the business. When the 
Hi-lOsToiTato^lOO. business is chiefly wholesale the fee is lower than 
when it is chiefly retail. The fees- are varied from 
year to year on a consideration of the amount of the sales in the previous year. 
The system is not very satisfactory, and I propose to introduce fixed fees in the 
case both of 17 and 7. I also propose to introduce a fixed fee in the case of 
bond Jide refreshment-rooms (such as Cornaglia). The refreshment-rooms in 
the native town might bs absorbed into the same class as the liquor shops (No, III 
above). Gut this can only be done as the original grantees die out. 



Evidence o£ Mr. &. W. Hatol, -Collector of Boitibay. 


Examined by the Chairman , 

Q,— According to your calculations the consumption of foreign spirit is 
increasing much faster than that of country spirit in Bombay ? 

A.— Yes. Nearly three times as fast. 

Q.— You cannot distinguish bow for that increase has taken place in cheap 

^ • >. a .a 1. D 


A.— No, My figures are based on the sales recorded in shops, and they 


Q.— Some witnesses say that foreign spirit is preferred on acconntofthe 
fact that it contains no flavour or scent. lave you any information about 
that? 


A.— Yes, it is correct. As a rule foreign spirit does not leave any taste or 
smell in the mouth. Men a man drinks country spirit, people know that he 
has drunk it j his. friends and relations know when he comes home that he has 
been drinking. When he drinks foreign spirit he does not suffer in that respect. 
Two or three shop-keepers whom I asbd said that people who drink the dilute 
spirit like it because it is “ mfm,“ That means it is not ardent. On the other 
hand many people say that what they want is ardent spirit. 


Q,— Have you come to learn of people drinking methylated spirit in ' 


A.— No. I have had enquiries made. I asked the Assistant Collector 
to make private enquiries, The enquiry he has made shows that methylated 
spirit might be made potable, I have not heard of methylated'spirit being 

1 . j I _ 3 1_ L_ TT-l?- -f 


Q,— As regards the suggestion that there should be a warehouse in Bombay 
for bottling, a general warehouse in which all the operations with regard to 
spirits and wines should be under supervision, do you approve of that ? 


A,— I think we might have a warehouse, but I would let the bigger 
bottlers like Fhipson and Opmrigar still run their own warehouses under super* 
vision— where their business is big enough to justify it. 

Q.— You would have all these operations conducted under regular super- 
vision p 


A,— I see no objection. It would prevent any abuse that might arise. 
1 don’t believe that there is anything illicit going on in Bombay as regards 
bottling. But there is a danger in future if there is no proper supervision. 

Q.— Did you bear what Mr. Sathok said about port wine ? 

A.— I was not present, but I read it in the papers. 

Q,— Do you think there is any foundation for that ? 

A.— No, it is purely imaginary. The Excise establishment has never had 
any reason to think that any such blending takes place, 

_ Q.— Is there no temptation for these neutral spirits to be doctored by 

importers and sellers into the semblance of wines and other liquors P 

A.— If they want to sell it as brandy or whisky they can get it much 
cheaper as such in bottles or hogsheads from Europe. I don’t see really where 
temptation mses. An importer can get brandy in hogsheads as cheap as he 
can get rectified spirits. ^ ^ o r » 


Q.-Do you Ww whether the stuff that is called 

m hogsheads diffCTS in any way from dilute spirit which has 
burnt sugar, or whether it has any brandy flavour ? 


comes 
coloured with 
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Q.— It lias been said that all tliesa Hamburg liquors are nothing but the 
same neutral spirit coloured according ih the liquor it' is intended to imitato. 
You don't knoiT whether it is so ? 

A.-I don’t know. 

Q.— Do you consider it would be sate to let things remain on their present 
footing without any restrictions at all as to bottling or .colouring P 
, A.— I think we might restrict bottling by imposing heavy bottling fees so 

that wo could keep the operation in the hands of responsible firms only, I don’t 
at present see what we can do to keep people from drinking rectified spirit under 
the names of brandy or whisky, It seems to me impossible, It has been going 
on for a long time. « 

Q.— Do you see any objection to its being allowed to go on ? 

A.--I cannot say I do. 

Q.— Would you object to a spirit being called rum when it is merely 
coloured with' sugar P 

A— In Bombay when people ask for “ rum ” they expect to get dilute spirit 
coloured with burnt sugar. They have been calling it “ rum ’’ for the last 20 or 
30 years, 

Q.— You don't think it practicable to take any steps to define what is 
genuine rum, brandy^ whisky and gin ? 

■ A.— The difficulty is this: I don’t see where to draw the line. I imagine 
liquor containing 50 per cent; of malt whisky would be properly described as 
whisky, 1 don’t understand how you c.an enforce true descriptions. Even if 
you fix the percentage of gr,ape spirit or malt spirit required to constitute a true 
brandy or whisky at a certain figure, you could not expect shippers to conform. 
You would simply put a premium on dishonesty. 

Q, —Assuming that these Hamburg brandies and rums are merely neutral 
spirits coloured, would not the Chemical Analyser in Bombay detect that ? 

A.— I understand that he could not. 


Q.— He could not detect whether there is any actual brandy put in 
the stuff p 

A.~I believe not, I referred one or two instances of this sort to the 
Chemical Analyser and he declined to help us altogether, 

O/iaina®}.— Can you send bottles of whisky, rum nnd brandy all of 
the cheapest brands imported, which are supposed to bo merely neutral spirits 
coloured, and ask him to give us au analysis ? 

A.— Do you wish me to do so P 
Q.— Yes. 


A.— I will do that. How would youliko the question to be put to him— to 
say what thoy contain p . 

CJmman.—l should put the question liko this: "Can you tell by 
nnalysis whether this is pure noutrnl spirit merely coloured or whether it 
contains any infusion of genuine whisl 7 , rum or brandy, or any chemicals to 
give the flavour of theso liquors ? ’’ 


Q.— In case a general warehouse was established there would be a consider- 
able expenditure in rent, and also, I suppose, you would require an extra 
establishment? 


A— Yes, but I have not considered that question in detail. 

Q,— Mr. Smith said the establishment should consist of a Supervisor and 
two inspectors, the Supervisor’s salary being Us. 300 a month and that of tlio 
twoiuBpeolorslfiO oaoh pot month. Do you think something like that would 
ho required? ^ 

A.— I think so, ■ . , , . 


Q.— Do yon know what the rent of this warohouso would bo ? You might 
take the Port Trust warehouse next-door to this' oflice. , 

A,— That is Mr, Smith's suggestbn. I have not considered that matter yot. 
' B 577-17 


I 
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Iff. Pwfef.— It is a bonded warehouse ? 

A.— Yes. 

OAaifffifltJ.— Whatever the expenses would be they would be covered 
by the extra fees that you would levy for bottling ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q,— Are you against allowing in Bombay the system that prevails in 
Calcutta and Madras, whereby importers may import essences and compound 
and blend ? 

A.— The trade in Bombay is done without essences, and I don’t see any 
need for us to allow them to go further than they are doing at present. I am 
against it, 

Q.— There are two kinds of foreign shop licenses which are sold by auction— 
retail-off and retail-on ? 

A.— Yes, • Except the privileged shops held on life tenure these licenses 
are sold as they fall in. Last year 8 out of 38 were sold by auction. These 
were given both licenses, off and on, 

Q.— Do you consider that retail off and on shops should be separated? 

A.— I do not think it necessary. 

Q,— Bias a refreshment-room got both an on and off license P 

A,— It has a special form of license. We allow refreshment-rooms to sell 
both off and on. 

Mr. Frooter.—he fees of retail-on shops assessed on sales ? 

A— Yes, and of retail- off also. 

Chairman,— h the refreshment-room license No. 2 in your list usually 
in the bands of privileged persons? ’ 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Of long tenure? 

A,— Yes, Practically it is a vested interest, People who have always 
shown themselves to be of good behaviour are allowed to carry on the business 
continuously. 

Q.— Do you consider that as these incumbents disappear, the number of 
refreshment-rooms should be decreased? 

A.— Yes. They might be reduced considerably. There are some that are 
genuine refreshment-rooms, and they should not be disturbed. I mean places 
like Mongini's. Many are merely liquor shops. Even in the Fort some of the 
places that have refreshment-room licenses are mere public houses. 

Q.— Should these two categories be distinguished bygiring the one refresh- 
ment-room licenses and the other retail-on licenses P 

A— We require refreshment-rooms to keep food, and in these places you 
will find biscuits and a few hard boiled eggs. They do this to satisfy the 
department. 


Q.— Altogether there are 88 shops that allow consumption on the premises— 
40 of them are refreshment-rcoms and 48 both on and off. Do you think so 


A— No, I don’t think we need as many as 88 such shops in Bombay. The 
ward committees were established to diminish the number, but their reoommen- 
uations can only be carried out slowly owing to the three years’ auction period 

TJJ- ““paged to reduce one. The committee wanted more to be 
d eed a nt 0 Ward they wanted 3 to be 

a"reduce?th?r“^ ward which came up for auction 
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Q.— Do you tWnk tkt tbe total number might be reduced by half for o» 
purposes ? Don’t you think, that 40 or 60 on shops u^ould be enough for 
Bombay as there is such a large number of country liquor shops ? 

Ai— I would rather not risk any figure without going carefully through the 
matter. 1 have got a large scale map which shows the location of all tbe 
shops in Bombay) and as reduction idepends largely on distribution, I would 
not like to say that the number can be reduced by half without a further study 
of the map. We have a great number of shops in the Tort. There is room 
for considerable reduction. 

Q,— Ton have 118 oft licenses. Are they not too many P 

A.— Yes, But I find difficult in refusing oS licenses to grocers. We find 
companies started as swadeshi groceries who want licenses, The only new 
licenses 1 have given during the last 2 years have been retail-ofi licenses 
to newly established grocer's shops. 


A.'-Yes, I think there are two swadeshi companies that have got such 
licenses. One is opposite the Victoria Terminus. I find it difficult to refuse, 
these refail-off licenses to people who do grocer’s business. 

C/fsiman.— Ess not there been a movement in England against grocers' 
licenses? 

A,— I believe so, I may say that tbe number of foreign liquor shops has 
not increased, but decreased during the last 20 years. 


Q.— But I suppose each shop does a very much larger business than it was 
doing 26 years ago? 

A.— I should presume so. 


Q.— Yod woul^ not accept the annual auction system to be applied to 


A.— I don’t like the auction system at all. It leads to too muoh speoulation 
and rash bidding. 

Q.— Do you consider that the foes charged on shops which are not auctioned 
are as high as could reasonably be taken P 

A.— 1 think so. They have been heavily assessed during the last 2 or 
8 years. 


Q.— Do you consider that measures should be taken to make the cheapest 
kinds of foreign spirits more expensive than they are now ? 

A.— I should like to see it done, 

, Q.— Do you suggest any way ? 

A.— I think the only satisfactory way would be to increase the tariff duty 
on spirits. Something also can be done by limiting the minimum strength. 

Q,— It has only been limited to 26 U. P. in Bombay. Would you like to 
make it 15 ? 

A.— The practical effect of rmsing the minimum strength from 26 to 15 
would not be very much. To make 1 dozen bottles of 60' U. P. dilute spirit 
requires 1 gallon of proof spu'it costing Es. 8-10-0 (with duty). To make 
1 dozen of 26' B. P. .dilute spirit requires 1| gallons of proof spirit costing 
Rs. 12-15.0. To make 1 dozen oflS'U.P. dilute spirit requires one and 
seven-tenth gallons of proof spirit costing Rs, li-lO-d The raising of tho 
duty by Be. 1 per gallon would make the price 

RB,n. p, 

Of 1 gallon proof spirit ... • ... 9 10 0 

Of 1 dozen 25’- E. P. '... ' ... Id y 0 

O'f 1 dozen 15’ U. P. ...• ■ ... 16 5 0 

I hove taken Es, I-IO-O as the average for cost price per gallon proof spirit. 
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Q.-Wkii is the stifingtli of liquor natives use for pegs to be drunlc in tbe 
shop ? Do they dilute vf ith vrater or soda water ? 

A.— They dilute with water or sodawater when_ they buy the higher 
strengths. But usually a man goes to a shop and drinks brandy or whisky 
from 25‘ to B0° IJ. P. without diluting. In the mill districts where dilute 
spirit is largely drunk you find at the back of shops a drum of rectified spirit 
which the shopkeeper turns into bottles containing I water and ^ spirit. His 
customers take their pegs out of these bottles. 

Mr- Procter.— ^ot further diluted ? 

A.-Ho. 

Q.— Is drinking evenly divided between off-drinking and on-drinking? 

A.— I cannot get any satisfactory evidence on the point, but some shop- 
keepers tell me they do their business in on-drinking more than in off-drinking. 

Q.— Are you able to say whether there is any difference in the effects of 
countey liquor and foreign liquor ? 

L— I don’t think there is any material difference. But I have seen people 
in the neighbourhood of country liquor shops in astute of intoxication, while I 
have never seen this in the case of foragn liquor shops.. 

Q.--Have you had under observation tho classes which frequent foreign 
liquor shops ? 

A.— Not specially, Individuals of all classes may be noticed. Occasionally 
I have seeuMahomedans coming to buy. 

Q.— Is it a common thing to see natives of castes or classes who are 
prohibited by thnr religion from drinking frequenting the shops? Have you 
observed that yourself? 

A.— My observation has not been wide enough to enable mo to answer. 

Q.— In Calcutta a Committee has recently proposed that Sovornment should 
build model premises for all " on ” shops, at any rate. What is your opinion ? 

A.— I don’t like the idea of Government building liquor shops. 

Dr. Dadachnji.—li there any difficulty in enforcing the license condition 
as regards back doors? 

A.— It is diicult as regards the man who has got an unexpired license 
without tbe condition. "We can become more and more strict when wo renew 
licenses. Vhen new licenses are granted there would be no difficnlty whatever 
in making the shopkeeper conform exactly to what is laid down regarding 
the removal of partitions, etc. We should simply refuse a license if the man did 
not comply. 


A.— We have already done that. Our difficulty is about partitions, 
licensees cannot always knock them down. The landlords wont allow them to 
do po. In such cases we leave that point over till the tenure of the licenses 
expires. On tbe next occasion we should not renew the license unless they 

TOimn OTinfTtoi* fiViAn • ( 


Q.— Have you any reason to believe that much quiet drinking goes on in 
concealment behind the partitions or in back rooms? 

' don’t know. The shopkeepers don’t admit it. I understand from 
loreip liquor shopkeepers that they don’t bid high prices os their profits are so 
sma 1. inew profits are small because their business is mainly in off-sales, 
ihere are a few shops in the mill districts dealing in rectified spirit and water 
and their sales are ten times as great as those of other-foreign liquor shops. 

Q.-Would you abolish any of these foreign license forms in Bombay ? 
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Q.~What about tbo fees for tie geniune refreBimenkooms ? 

' A.— Different places eiould be assessed differently according to oiroum- 
stances. For instance, Mongini does only a small liquor business and he should 
.not be assessed at a high figure. I would prefer to hare a fixed fee for these 
places, I don’t think we need give these people the trouble of keeping daily 
accounts. There should be fixed fees for different grades of shops of all kinds ; 
■, the minimum should be 600. 

, Q.— And the maximum? 

A,— I have not quite made up my mind about it, I have been working 
outa statement to show what our present fees amount to and what we shouldlose. 

Q.— Would Es. 1,000 bo a great deal too low for “ on ” shops ? 

A.— For on-shops Es. 1,000 would be too low as a maximum; but it 
might 'not be for off-shops. I should prefer to keep genuine refreshment-rooms 
on a separate basis and give the smaller ones licenses for Rs. 500. 

Q.— You would make a distinotion between them and refreshment-rooms 
like Green’s, I suppose? 

A.— Yes. We should not look upon such places as being of the same class 
as Mongini’s. Green’s is the. largest busiuess of the kind. It pays Es. 2,100 and 
has an all-night license. Mongini is not of the same class. It is a very small 
business. He gives you principally tea and refreshments. Ee also gives 
drinks, but bis liquor business is small.. I should compute that there are 
about half a doaen genuine refreshment-rooms in Bombay, They might be 
assessed on their merits, but with fixed fees without making them keep daily 
sale books. As regards the other kinds of shops Hike the proposal of the 
Excise Committee for a minimum fee of Bs. 100 per month, I think tW 
would be suitable, 

Q.— Can you suggest a maximum ? 

A.--I am not prepared to fix any maximum. The important thing is to 
.get rid of the daily accounts. I would have fixed fees for off-shops. For on- 
shops I am doubtful about fixing the fees. 

Q.-YOU would not continue the auction system ? 

A.— No, I would prefer tenders. 

Q.—Is it not open to the same objection ns the auction system? Would 
not speculators out-tender one another in much the same way ? 

A.— There might bo something of the kind, but not to the same extent. 

Mr. Procter.— What is your objection to auctions ? 

A.— You find people bidding a great deal more than the shops can pay. 

Jlfr. Procter.— Would not that apply to tendering ? 

A,— Not so muob. In connection with auctions I have seen fierce 
competition to drive men out, 

Q.— You would have a fixed minimum fee but not a maximum ? 

A.— I think flo, for on-shops at any rate. People would tender so much 
above the minimum. 

Mr. Procter.— Joa would do away with auctions altogether ? 

A.-Ye3. 

Pr, PfldffCtoyV.— Can you do away with auctions as regards country 
liquor shops? 

A,— Personally I am agninst auctions, but I hnvo not here any facts or 
figures by me to support my views. 

OWrfflou.— Are you aware of any abuses that may crop up if fees were 
rivieed materially on foreign liquor shops ? Can you point out any evil likely 
to arise from the raising of the foes ? 

A.— No, I cannot. ■. • 

■ Q.— Is there much scope for the licensees cheating either the public or the 
Government? ■ • • •' 

A.-Thoy can cheat the public, but I do not believe they can cheat 
Government. 

n m-is 
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Q.--How will tliey manage ? 

. A.— By ‘Bolling stuff wliieli is not what it professes to be, and by giving 

dilute liquor in short measurement, 

Q.— With regard to the question of section 16 of the Abkdri Act, we were 
told yesterday that there are probably 20 or 80 people who deal only in whole 
casks and cases and take out no licenses under the section. ¥ho ate these 
dealers f 

A.— I have not looked up that point, But of those who deal in this way 
several have written to me and asked for licenses to enable them to open the cases. 

Q.— Don't you consider that everybody who deals in liquor at all ought to 
take out licenses? 

A,— I am certainly of that opinion. I think the Excise Committee told us 
we ought to change our Act in that respect. 

Q.— Do ycu think there are many European firms who would be affected 
by this change ? 

A.— I don't know the number but there would be a very trifling fee for the 
licensee. Importers are exempted from licenses in such cases only when they 
never break bulk. To open a single case they must take out a license . 1 think 
Lyon and Company pay us a fee of Bs. 100 to enable them to open oases and 
take out bottles, usually broken bottles, from the cases. Most of the wholesale 
dealers, I think, have got licenses for this reason, 

Q.-Then it will make very little difference to the people who do this sort 
of business if the law is amended ? 

A.— I think it will make little difference. 

Q,-Do you consider the hoars of sale ought to be altered in the case of' 

any foreign liquor shops ? 

A,— Most have to close at 9"30 p. m. which requires no alteration, But 
we still have some on-shops of the first class, privileged shops selling up to 
11-30 p. m. who can’t bo interfered with. ^ 

Q,-Barring the privileged shops, do you think 9-30 unduly late ? 

A.— I think that for refreshment-rooms 9-30 is a little too early. 

Q.— Real refreshment-rooms which sell refreshments ? 


A.-No._ I mean those that are'really drinking bars. In the Eort I 
have had to give permission to the refreshment-rooms to sell liquor till a later 
’ hour on payment of extra fees. Practically all' refreshment-rooms now sell 
hquor till a late hour on payment of late olosing fees. These places cater for 
Europeans, », e. sailors, and so on. 

(^--You think that in the Port the refreshment-room hours ought to be 
extended rather than curtailed ? ° 

A.— I should like to extend them. 

(i-And as regards retail-offs and retail-ons in the native town which 
cater for natives ? 

i « q n ![• time as the time for country liquor, 

leaSmM 8 

Do you want the mill-hands to go to the foreign liquor shops ?' 

them 

^ Do yon think he is better there than in the country liquor shops ? ' 

thecou^rvZuiTiK^®*’'® ^Mch 


Mr. Pwfer.-Is it 9-30 standard time? 

ought to bve mad^it if tr ^ o™® We 

had before. wanted to give them the same hour as they 



191 


■ Q,— Hav6 you anytiing to ky about beer? . 

A.— IhaTe goteomefigures about beer. The sale of beer le inoreasing 
enormously in Bombay. These figures shoir in gallons the increase of the sale 
of beer in Bombay during the 5 years ending 1907-08 :~> 


Tor. 

Fcmimicd ItqDon. 

rutigii. 

IiSIao, 

lOOMfiOi 

■ 57,728 

7,251 


75,926 

1,579 

I90M906 ... 

106,876 

2,274 

1906-1907 ... 

157,419 

709 

1907.1908 

156,045 

609 


A.— I am told all classes drink ih 

Dr. PfltoeK.— Europeans included ? 

A.— I don’t bo;r whether there is an increased consumption of beer among 
Enropoansj but all classes of natives who drink liquor now drink beer. Many 
Farsoes drink beer, 

• Okiman.—'is the beer mostly German ? 

A.— Yes, Pilseners and light beers, 

Q,— Reverting to spirits, do bottles, which come out from Europe, bear the 
country of origin when they are exposed in shops, do the labels show that ? 

A,— Yes, in the great majority of pasos— 99 out of 109 it is on the labels 
already, In other cases it is stamped in largo letters across the label. 

Dr. extra label is attached on which these words ooonr ? 

A,— Fo. The words are stamped across the labels, 

0/mimoH,— But bottles that are filled' in Bombay don’t show any indication 
of origin? 

A.— Fo, ^ 

Q,— Do you think it makes any difierence to the purchaser whether the 
labels give the country of origin or not ? 

A.— Fo,what the purchaser wants is cheap liquor. ' > 

Q.— And they don’t care whether the liquor is bottled in Bombay or 
in Hamburg? 

A.— I think a good many of them prefer the liquor that comes bottled from 
Europe. They notice the difference in labels to that extent and many of them 
prefer the "YilayntiDartt.'’ 

Q.— Do the high class people drink cheap spirit ? 

A.— I think they do, I mean natives. I don't bow it any European of 
«uy class buys this cheap spirit. 

Q.— Have you anything to say about the importation of labels that come 
out from firms which do not export Kquor with them ? 

' A,— The labels to be put on bottles bottled in Bombay might be brought 

under the supervision of the Excise Department, so that we could see what the 
labels are and object to them, if 'neoessaty. That would be a part of tb bottling 
operation, . ' 

Q.-Do you' think the Excise Department should prescribe certain principles 
for labels as regards a true trade description of the mode of production and the 
base? Suppose' you had a whisky produced from neutral spirit or manufactured 
from grain in Glasgow and merely broken down with water to moderate strength 
and'bottled out here, would you allow the bottler to put on 'the bottles of that 
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whisky a label like one we have seen, calling it "King Edward's Own Best 
Scotch Whisky"? 

A.-I shonid certainly object to that, I should insist on an absolutely 
plain label such as that which Pbipaon puts on every bottle bottled by himself 
m Bombay. His label says "Scotch Whisky, bottled by Phipson and Go.,” 
and nothing else. I certainly think we ought to insist on labels of spirits from 
Hamburg and bottled in Bombay showing that the stuff is bottled by so and so. 

Q,- Would you go further and say that the labels should show what the 
spirit is manufactured from— whether from potato or grain or rye or barley P 

A.-I don’t think that is practicable. We should not get true information. 
We should only put a premium on dishonesty. Supposing wo sent the stuff to 
the Chemical Analyser he cannot help us to say what is in the bottle. 

Q.— Tour system would practically involve prohibition of the importation 
of labels, that is, labels which don’t accompany the liquor from the manufac* 
turers? 

A.— Yes. The Excise Department would pass certain labels for certain 
kinds of liquors and allow no others. 

Sr. PotocK.— Would yon allow spirits which come here from Hamburg to 
be called Scotch Whisky? 

A.— Not, if it is bottledin Bombay. It ought to be labelled German whisky 
or whisky from Hamburg. In fact I saw a label this morning with words 
" Fine Old German Whisky.” 

Dr. PfliceK.— Is it wrong to call the stuff that comes from Germany 
whisky? 

A.— I would allow the bottlers to call it what they like. 

Sr. PoimM.— B um or whisky? 

A.— Yes. Provided they don’t call it Jamaica rum or Scotch Whisky. If 
they put the name of the country it comes from'they can give it any name they 
please— brandy, whisky or rum, 

Q.~Do you think it would affect the trade if they had to out on the label 
diluted spirit instead of rum or the name of any specific liquor ? Do you think 
purchasers would object to it? 

A.— I imagine there are a certain number of people who want brandy, others 
rum, and so on. Those who want the genuine stuff are prepared to pay higher 
prices than those who will take anything. If it is represented on the label 
where the liquor comes from the better brands are sufficiently diBliognished from 
the others. 


Sr. PadflcAoiyi.— You would like to fix the minimum strength at 25 U. P. ? 

A.— Yes, I don’t know what the minimum is in Oaloutta and Madras, I 
think there ought to be a uniform strength all over India ? 

Chairman .— are informed that the Government of India are considering 
a uniform rule. 

F«t«ess.-There is one point I wish to add with regard to labels. I think 
.Mr. Patterson said that if you insist on the country of, origin, that would be 
sufficient guarantee of quality. He said— taking the case of brandy from Franoe-r 
It would be for the French authorities to see what brandy went in the name of 
France. *1 have seen some bottles of brandy of the very cheapest kind labelled 
as bemg shipped from Bordeaux by a French Company. It was marked 
mcuce of France ”, and yet it sells at the rate of Ks. Mfi-O perbottle. The 
label was in conformity with the Merchandise Marks Act. 

Q.— You approve of the prohibition which is coming into force from April 
on the sale ot any quantity less than a pint in a retail-off shop ? 

A.-ye8,ldo. , ^ 

Q.-I 


a oood mo&Tc? f Tl'e traders make 

fixedastendaidsmeforaUbottlesand pints, hulIfounditpraotieallyimpossiW 
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All brandy bottles for ioetance are smaller than ^bisby bottles even in Hie best 
'firms., ' ' ' 

, Q.~Are tbe inequalities in size balanced by inequalities in prices ? 

A.--It probably comes to that in tbe endl The firms that supply cheap 
liquors hare their bottles usually small, but in course of time their customers 
. find out the difference betvreon one size and another, 

Q.— lave you noticed whether the bottles that come out from Europe vary 
' as much as those o£ the local bottlers ? 

A,— They vary a great deal. The bottler in India uses such bottles as he 
happens to have. The smaller he can get the better for his purpose. 

Dr, Diidaeknji.—li bottles vary, is it necessary to show the capacity of 
bottles on labels ? 

A.— It might be done. There is no objection, 

' Mr. troeter,—Yo\i said you did not believe anything about the adultera- 
tion of port? 

A.— Yes. 

■’ Mr, Jwcfer.— Is port manufactured in Bombay ? 

A.--It is bottled in Bombay. ^ 

Mr, Procter.— Mr. Kathok said tljey made it from sour claret and black 
grapes. Are you suro that is not done ? i 

A.— I have no knowledge and no information of that sort. I never came 
across such a thing. 

Dr. Powell.— U labels were put under Excise supervision, would there be 
any chance of the dealers altering the labels afterwards ? Why should they not 
bo BO altered ? 

A.— In the shops? 

, Dr. Dowell.— Yes. 

■ A,— It might be done even now; but it is not likely. Anybody can get 
hold of good labels now and put them on his bad liquor. 

Pr.Powefi,— Then there would be no advantage in having labelling done 
under 'Excise supervision ? ’ 

A,— The bottles with such altered labels would come under the notice of 
our inspectors, and they should be able to deject tbe alteration, 

Dr. FoweU.—Yo\i would have to take action in that case ? 

A.— Certainly. As a matter of fact I don’t think bottlers generally would 
object to the labelling being done in the warehouse, Mr. Baria might object, 
because it would put an end to bis fancy designs. 

Boo BolMur Setalwod,—li such a practice, as we heard of, were goin® 

, on .in bottling port, your Department would not know it ; would it not be done 
in such a manner that your Department should not know of it ? 

A.— Some people might attempt it. It would be their object of course to 
keep their operations secret. But I don’t believe they would succeed in keeping 
them from our knowledge. 

Bdo Bahddur Sefihod.—h it possible to add sour claret to black grapes 

■ or blood from the slaughter house? 

A,— Certainly it is possible. 

Bk Bctlddw iJefafiW.— Without the mixture being detected by^ the 
ordinary consumer ? 

Ai-Oh no, the consumer would certainly detect it, I don’t know who 
does consume this cheap port. ' 

Bdo BoIMur Seialwad.—fih ah ordinary consumer, a man of ordinary 
■ intelligence? 'I -1 » , , - ^ 

A.— He would not consume the cheap port sold in Bombay, ■ / n’t know 
whether it is bought only by the lowest class of .natives, / 

a 677-t9 • ’ ' . / 



' Df, dakclmjl-l'i is snid % use it for medieinal purposes ? 

i.— I do not know. 

Mo Mddttf Setalmd.—l>o yon think it would be better to prevent any 
possibility of deceit going on to have all bottling under supervision ? 

A.— I have said I think it would bo better to have all bottling under super- 
vision, It is under supervision already to a certain ostcnt. Qur inspectors can 
visit all bottling places without giviug any warning of their coming. They do 
pay surprise visits. 

Bdo Bahadur Sclalmd.—'Do you think bottling should be under a still 
greater supervision than at present ? 

A.— Yes. 

' Dr. jOffdaciawy t.— Does bottling take place in private godowns f 

'A,— A large number of pooplo now bottle in their own godowns. 

Dr. DdacImji,--\Ya were told yesterday that there should be a greater 
supervision on spirits. Do you agree ? 

A.— Yes, though it will bo expensive. 

Bdo Bahddnr Selahoad.—li the big firms are allowed bottling in their own 
godowns, would officers of your Department bo present ? 

A.— Yes. The bottling will have tOjbe done at definite hours in the pre- 
sence of inspectors. 

CAa/man.— What do you think of the objections made by some firms oven 
to supervision in their own godowns on tho ground of inconvenience of coolies f 

A.— I don’t think that is a satisfactory objection. I heard all Mr. Oomrigar 
said on that point. 

Q.— Even in your warehouse could you prevent people from putting “Pine 
Pale Brandy ” as the label of a bottle whiob does not really contain brandy, but 
rectified spirit doctored a little ? 

A.— Unless tbe Chemical Analyser tells us what is ia the bottle, I am afr.aid 
we cannot prevent it ; there is no practical remedy for it. I will ask Captain 
Dickinson, wbo is the Government Analyser, to analyse a few bottles and inform 
tbe Committee of ’the result. 

Q.— 1 believe tbe Department prosecuted in 1893 a man who brought some 
casks of port wine from Hamburg on tho ground that it was not port ? 

A.— Yes. We failed in the prfisecution, and there has been no prosecution 
since. 

Bdo Bahadur Setalmd,—! suppose there was some difficulty in establishing 
whether that was or was not port ? 

A.— I find a difficulty in following tlie reasoning of the Magistrate. The 
case seems fairly strong when read. I think the legal point on which he 
thought the prosecution failed was that thoy could not prove that the wine was not 
Spanish Port which had oomo round by way of Hamburg. 



■ Evidhce of Dr. B, E. Mam, Trkcipal of tk Agrionllml Colkgi, 
Toona, ad Memkr of tk Poona Tmpmnce Association. 

Examined by tbe Obairman : ' ^ ' 

Q.— Wbat do you wish to tell tbe Committee ? 

A.-~I have come here first, because ire bare paid special attention to tbe 
Bubjeot, secondly we have very definite ideas with regard to tbe restrictions 
that should be put on tbe sale of liquor, and thirdly because we want that 
special investigation should be made as regards sales in Poona. 

Q.— You have been asked to give evidence by the Poona Temperance 
Association? 

A,— Yes. I and Mr. Gokbale come at their request. 

Q,— What are your views on tbe subject ? 

A.— Will' you take the paper, question by question ? 

Q.— Certainly. Do you want to say anything about No. 1 f 

A.— No. Nor about No. 2 or No. 3. 

Q.— About No. 4? ' 

A.— The nature of tbe base does not affect tbe nature of tbe spirit at 
high strengths. 

Q.— At any over proof strength ? 

A.— As long as the spirit is distilled up to any over proof strength in a 
patent still 

Q.— Why does tbe patent still produce this effect ? 

•, A.— Patent still spirits do not retain impurities. 

Q.— What impurities do you mean ? i 

il.— I particularly mean'fusel oil and furfural. I am certain that these 
two things are mischievous in any proportion. 

Q.— 'When a patent still has distilled a spirit to a strength of 6D 0. P., it 
is getting near pure alcohol? 

A— Yes. 

Q.— And pure alcohol is an immediate poison ? 

A.— Yes. , 

Q.— Then what about the strength at 60 O.P., is it not poisonous P 

A.— It is extremely poisonous, bat the impurities I have mentioned are 
still more poisonous. , . 

Q.— So that you think spirit at 60 0, P, and broken down to any potable 
strength is better than pot still liquor ^stilled up to 25 U. P. ? 

A.— Yes, provided no other material is added to the former. 

Q.— Have you any reason to believe that anything is added? 

1 A— I know it is. I know it is done with spirits that come to the Bombay 
Presidency. , 

Q.— Ate these things added in Europe ? 

A.-No, they are added in India. I came across a brand of whisky in 
Poona the other day_ which I know contains fusel oil. It is exactly the same 
brand which is sold in Calcutta where it was analysed. It seems to have come 
from Hamburg. 

Q.-It may have come out bottled in Hamburg ? 

A.— It is extremely»unlikely, 

Q,— Or it may have come in a cask from Hamburg already made up with 
essences? Do you think that it did not? ■ . • . 

A.--No. It is possible it may have come in that way. 
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Q.-Our Customs figures sliow tliat bait tbe oboap liquor imported into 
Bombay bas already been doctored in ISuropo. 

j\.— That may be tbe case in Bombay. It is different, I believe, in Calcutta, 

Q.— You Imre never beard of any essences being imported into tbe Bombay 
Presidency and used boro ? 

A.— I have not heard of any sucli case. 

Q,— As regards tbe essences that are used in Europe, have you any 
knowledge about them? 

A.— No. 

Q.— Do you think there is anything deleterious in them ? 

A.— No, I have not been able to got at tbe material except that it contains 
a considerable amount of fusel oil. 

Q.— You find tliat in patent still spirits ? 

A.— It bas been found by analysis, but I did not raako tbq analysis myself, 

Dr. PfliocJ/.— Can you not gel essences from reputed chemists in Europe 
such as Dickon Brothers and oihera? 

A.— You can certainly get them. 

Dr. PoicfH.— Have you any knowledge that they are injurious ? 

A.— I have none. 


Clittiman.—ln your view the spirit of wine brought into this country at 60 
or 68 0, P. and simply broken down to 15 or 50 U. P, with water and then 
coloured witli burnt sugar is better than the cheap imported spirit called rum, 
brandy, etc.? 

A.— Most assuredly. The former cannot contain many impurities. The 
latter may. Country spirit contains raucb, 1 have seen mowra spirit distilled in 
a pot still containing GOO groins of fusel oil per gallon at proof strength. The 
impurities in cheap foreign brandy, etc., in which essences have been used are 
about equal to those of Jagri spirit, say 200 grains of fusel oil per gallon and 
somewhat less than those of country spirit distilled from mowra which may 
have 400 grains, llectifiod spirit is hotter than tho stuff which has got 
essences in it. 


Q.— Does not tho absence of ethers excluded by tho patuut still damage the 
internal organs ? 

A.— I don't think so. Their absence would make the spirit less tasty. 
Absence of ether affects flavour but not wliolesomoness. 


Qi—Eeforring to question 8 liavo yon ever found any trace of country 
spirit being mixed with motbjlaled spirit ? 

' A,— No. I bnvo not found any case in tho raofiissil of anybody blending 
or otherwise manipulating foreign spirit. 

Q.— Deferring to question 12 have you anything to say ? 

A.— They are always reported to be of 15 U. P. 

any reason to believe that any weaker spirit is sold in 

.>{ n evidence on that point. If you care, 1 will analyse a number 

of bottles lu Poona as a test. • 


Q.— Have you 


‘"T expense of buying bottles, but 
inCio? department would be gid to have the 


A— Yes, I am willing to undertake it. 

Q.-l^ lib regard to question 13 (ralail prices), Lave you anything to say ? 

aWuielv so clirn'Sf Ml® '’“I? “ Cantonment is 

14 lianas^ ^ ^ ‘ get “ qaart bottle for 
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Mr, hookr,-^i 16 U. P. streogtli ? 

A.— Tes.^ 

'Cte'mflfl.— To your knowledge are soldiers buying this Hamburg spirit? ' 


Q— Largely? 

A.— To a considerable extent. They are not allowed to buy personally and 
so they send their servants. When s soldier, is short of cash and has not got 
enough to pay in the canteen he sends his servant to buy the cheapest ;Spirit in 
the baz^r, It is taken to the barracks. 

Q.— Do you consider it worse than what they would get in the canteen ? 

A.— Yes, They cannot get any such spirit there First class Scotch 
Whiskies do not contain more than 70 or 80 grains of fusel oil, 1 did not 
discover the names of shops from which soldiers are buying bottles at 14 annas, i 


A,— Be.striction3 are absolutely necessary with regard to labels. I would 
propose the following, the labels should shew 

(1) The name of the base; 

(2) The name of the country of manufacture ; 

(3) The strength of the liquor ; 

(4) The names of the importers ; and 
(6) The place where the stud is bottled, 

Q,— You are aware that it is only the manufacturer who can name the base. 
Do you see any way of securing an accurate description either on the labels or 
in the invoices ? 

A,— I don’t think you can go beyond what the manufacturers say. 

Dr. Porf,— There is no way of testing accurately whether it is right or 
wrong? f 

A.— JJo. 

Dr, Powell.— Do you think it material to know what the base is ? 

. ' A.— Yes, for if the spirit is known to be made of certain materials it will 
hinder the public from drinkiug it. 

■ Mr. Prooler.— Do you think that would affect the sale in the case of liquor 

bottled in Bombay ? 

A.-Yes, 

^ Dr. Powell.— You would prefer to take this rectified spirit with burnt sugar 
and water added to it to taking genuine Scotch Whisky containing 60 grains of 
' fusel oil per gallon'? 

■ A.— The difference in that case is not very material. 

Dr. Powell.— Would you not prefer to taking the Scotch Whisky though 
it has got some fusel oil ? 

A.— Yes. I suppose one would prefer to take the quantity containing 60 
or 70 grains. 

Q.--Ap8rt from the chemical analysis, can yon say what the effect of 
neutral spirit is on the constitution of drinkers compared with that of genuine 
whisky matured for 7 years ? 

A.— No. I have made no observation of the effects of different Mnda of 
spirit on the constitution, brain and stomach. Soldiers said that this spirit 
causes them to suffer from "Fighting drunkenness". That is the way they 
describe it. 

I 

Qi— How do they describe the effect of more expensive liquor ? . 

A,— They say it makes them go to sleep jolly, 

Q.— Does not that show that the cheap liquor is the more pernicious ? 

A.— The cheap liquor they get is the liquor, that has been doctored with 
essences. 

' 8 577 - 50 . 
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J)r. J)adachatt!li,—Tlo you know it tlieso ckap liquors allocfc the blood 
vessels? 

Ji.— Tea nod tlieesseneos may omplmisetbe effect bt tbe alcohol, Pure 
alcolioi 74“ o! P. way bo merely dilated with water to become potable. 

Q.-Do you think pure alcohol with a mixture of water ceases to be 
pernicious? 

A. -I am certain alcohol of whatever strength is injurious. I may empha- 
sise the difference between high class spirits and cheap spirits, I say both are 
injurious; but cheap spirits arc more injurious because more impurities aro put 
into them. 

Q.— Have you analysed the rectified spirit which is drunk in Bombay, and 
which has been brought out at 08“ 0. P. and then brokou down by the addition 
of water to potable strengths? 

A.— No. I cannot say whoiier it contains any fusel oil or other impurities, 

Q.— Unless it hus been doctored it would not contain fusel oil r 

A.— It might contain some trifling proportion. 

Q — TYouId it then compare favourably with other spirit ? 

A,— Provided it is diluted sufficiently. 

Q.— If broken down to 2D* U. P., do you consider it a more wholesome 
drink than anything else in the market ? 

A.— Yes, a more wholesome form of spirit, 

Q.— I suppose you don't drink any spirit yourself 1 

A,— No. 

Q.-'You would not recommend people to drink that if they had to drink 
spirits ? 

A.— Yes, as medieine. That is tlio only condition on which I would over 
recommend the drinking of spirit. 

Q.— With reference to question 15, who aro the classes of persons who 
chiefly drink cheap foreign liquor ? 

A.— Our enquiries in Poona enable us to say that it is drunk almost entirely 
by the lower middle oinssos, I mean tho cliisses above artisans to whom this 
liquor has become a more matter of fashion, partly, I believe, bceanso of tbe 
extremely iraporoeptible smell it gives. Wo find them taking this liquor and 
refusing country liquor. A typo of these classes in Poona is tho Sondr caste. 
They are not one of tbe higher classes but aro a lower middle class, 

Q.— Do Brahmins and other persons of classes to whom drink is altogether 
forbidden take to foreign spirits ? 

A.— It is very difficult to answer that. It is very difficult to get the in- - 
formation. I have been in Poona for about a yoar. Consumption is not in- 
creasing in Poona. It is ratber decreasing. I cannot toll you why ; I would 
not like to hazard any opinion, , 

Q,— Foreign liquor is sold dearor ia Poona than country spirit? 

A,— Yes, but I don’t think it is that that makes tho difference. Apparently 
people who drink country liquor want country liquor, while others want 
foreign spirit, 

Q.— Do yon find that plague has had any effect in inducing natives to drink 
who cever drank before ? 


1 can certainly say that from my experience in a good many parts 
01 I am told it has been so in Poonn, but this is purely hearsay. I 
oonsider that spirit is taken more ns a precaution against plague than as a 

til i '"5’® P'^S®®- ^ it is pure delusion 

on the part of the people who may drink spirits on this ground. 

if. Dadacknji,~kx9 you aware of statistics as regards the effeofa of 
alcohol as a measure against plague ? ® ®® ® “ 

A.-No. 
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dr, dadachnji,—l have got a report from the Bombay' Branch of the 
Temperance Association wherein are included the opinions of various medical 
.men showing distinctly that aloohol has no effect whatever on plaguef 

OfomoB.— Coming to question 17. Have you any experience as to 
whether foreign spirit is more deleterious'than country spirit? 

A.— It is interesting to get the actual opinion of people who drink, They 
certainly seem to think that foreign spirits are less injnrious'than country 
spirits. ■ I have heard it suggested— it is merely a suggestion— that in oases where 
there is more mortality it is due to the fact that the spirit is drunk undiluted ; 
country spirit is drunk undiluted. .But when they do not dilute foreign spirit it 
has a strong effect upon them. Purchasers in Poona dilute foreign liquor. They 
do it' considerably. They do it at the time of drinking. Spirit of 16° U. P. 
they drink considerably diluted, 

Q,— As to question No. 19 what restrictions would you put on foreign 
liquors in general and cheap spirits in particular ? 

A.— There should be a prohibition to sell cheap liquor (that is any liquor 
which is sold for less than two rupees a bottle) on credit. We would stop all 
letail-on sales for these liquors. Such spirits should not be sold on credit 
except to a purchaser who wants to buy a dozen bottles. Except for such 
purchases credit sales should be stopped, If a customer takes half a dozen 
bottles, he must pay cash, We would not allow on*saIe8 at all. There is not 
very much on-sale in Poona, 

Q.— I may mention that Glovernment has already abolished on-sales in the 
mofuEsil from the 1st April. There will be no on-sales of foreign liquor in 
future, 

A.— I am very pleased. 

Q.— Have you any further recommendations to make ? 

A.— Our Committee has instructed me to ask for still further limitations of 
shops, particularly in the (Jantoument, In the city there are only three foreign 
liquor shops. i 

Ckirmm, —Yov. have got your Local Committee. Eeductions are being 
made on its recommendations. 

A.— Then our next restriction would be to stop credit sales and sales to 
minors. Further we feel that all blending of foreign liquor should be done in 
bond and under supervision, 

1 

OktmaB.— We don't permit any blending in this Presidency. 

A,— I mean any manipulation of liquor whatever. Bottling should be done 
under supervision. Labelling also should be done under supervision. All these 
should be under Excise supervision whether done in a general warehouse or in 
* private premises. 

Bdo Bahddw Sefalwad.— Supposing the Excise officers attend on .stated 
days at the bottlers’ godown, would that suffice ? 

A.— It is perfectly satisfactory if everything is done under Excise super- 
vision. • ' ■ 

CiairtBflfl.— Have you got any speoiGc recommendation as to the raising 
of duty on foreign liquor P It is now Bs. 7. 

A.— You may put another rupee to raise the price. The extent to' which 
spirit can be adulterated has almost reached the limit at which an- increase in 
price can tend to make the liquor more injurious, so that an increase ,of duty 
must lead to au increase in price without much changing the quality, 

Q.— With regard to sHop_ licenses there will in future be only one kind, 
namely retail-off without distinolion between wholesale and retail. Have you 
any recommendations about licenses ? 

A.— Another point which we are instructed to raise before the Committee 
is with regard to, licenses being assessed on sales. We generally agree with 
such assessment of duty on sales, but should object to any attempt to introduce 
the auction system with reference to any class of foreign liquor shop. 
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Q.-you object equally to the auction and assessment systems. Would 
you have Gxed fees? 

A.— Yes, provided tlie' fixed fees nre not substantial. _ They should be 
merely nominal fees. We don’t object to fixed foes of that kind, 

Q,_'\Vliy do you object to substantial fees ? 

A.— We think that both high fees and the auction system nre direct 
inducements to sell as much as possible. 

Q,— Won’t the nominal fixed fee allow a man to sell cheaper? 

A,— Yes. My point is that you should generally assess on sales, but yon 
mi<'ht have nominal fees in addition to the assessment on sales. 

O 

Q.— Have you anything to say as to the adequacy of the present assess- 
ment on sales ? 

A.— The fee being at Rs. 1-8-0 per dozen is not high enough. Onr feeling is 
that as the sales in Bombay have considerably iucreased that is a ground for 
an increase of fees. 

Q.— Do yon consider that if the fee is raised any higher it would extinguish 
the seller’s profit? 

A.— Ho. I think practically the whole increase would have to be borne by 
the customer. 

Q.— So the dealer will have to raise his prices ? 

A.— Yes, nearly to the amount of the Increase in the assessment, Wo have 
made interesting calculations and we find that the shopkeeprs’ profits are now 
very small. 

Q.— Where there is a material competition, some shops would go under? 

A,— Yes. We confined our calculations to spirits. We did not consider 
other classes of liquor. I have nothing to say about wines. The consumption 
of beer is increasing, but I have not paid very much attention to these other 
liquors. • 

Q.— Do you welcome the increase in sales of beer ? 

A.—It would he an advantage to see beer take the place of spirits. 
I would certainly welcome the decline of spirit sales and increase of beer sales. 

Dr. Dfldflcto;}.— Because it contains less alcohol? 

A.— Yes. 

Mr, Prorfer.-— Which beer is obiefly used in Poona? 


O/ifliriHuii,— -It is a very wholesome beer ? 

A.— I believe so, as beers go, 

Mr, Procter.— You say consumption is decreasing ? 

A.— The consumption of cheap foreign spirits is decreasing in Poona and 
Kirkee. ^ I think to a certain extent the decline in the consumption of cheap 
foreign liquors in Poona must be attributed to the temperance movement. All 
the shopkeepers say so. 

jifr. Procter.— The sales are going down without the further restrictions you 
recommend ? 


A-Yes. 

Dr, PoioeK.— The result of your analysis of the neutral spirit was 
round fusel oil or other impurities. 

A,-*-r 

Q.-; 

A.— Yes. 

would say that this neutral spirit when mixed with sii 
water^a^^burnt sugar ,vould be less injurious than brandy ? ' 



Dr, PoKjeZJ.— Supposing the clieap. wtiskies and brandies-contain praotio* 
ally tbesame neutral spirit with a smalt quantity of good or 'average whisky 
and brandy added to it, then the.quantity oE fusel oil in them should be low ? 

A.-Yes. ' 

Dr, PoiosW,— In the analysSs you ■ referred to before you have made out a 
very large proportion of fusel oil in country liquors. How do you account for 
that? Were your analyses numerouB? 

A.— Yes. 

Dr, Poiee/f.— Practically all foreign spirits in Bombay, according to your 
view, would be less harmful than country spirits even when genuine liquor was 
added? 

A.— Most surely. I may add that the quantity of fusel oil is an indication 
of the presence of pernicious elements inspirit even though it is not the only 
one of these pernicious elements. 

Mo Bahddttr Seialmd,—Yoo. say the bases should be specified on the 
labels of cheap spirits ? 

A,— Yes. , 

Dm BaltMur Pckluad,— Supposing importers have shown false bases, is 
there any means of detecting them ? 

A.— No. I thought that argument would be used against me. I think it is 
a very strong argument. 

Mo Baliddnr SetailflBd.— What is the good of making it compulsory to 
declare something, the falseness of which you cannot detect? 

•A.— Perfectly, I can see the point, I think you must trust the importer. 

Edo Bahadur PcfaM,— Gould an analyst make out whether Hamburg 
Fine Pale Brandy contains rectified spirit only or whether it is really brandy ? 

A.— Surely, he could tell that 

Dr, Dadaeknji.—G&n a chemist say whether anything is brandy, .whisky 
or ram f 

A.— No. He would not undertake to distinguish whisky and brandy, 
except by smell or taste, but he can tell whether the material is merely rectified 
spirit or whether it had other things in it He could not tell what the rectified 
spirit was distilled from, whether grain or grapes. • 

BiAo BMdur Setalmd,—Yo\i think that a lot of liquor ie essenced in 
India? 

A.— I do. 

Bdo Bahadur Setalwad.—'Wh&t, kind of essences are used ? 

_A.--Peopl0 who are actually engaged in the trade say that in the dilute 
rectified spirit they mix the requisite quantities of essences of whisky, brandy, 
d;o. 

Eh Bahadur Setalmd,—Yh,t is in places where essences are allowed to 
be imported? 

' A.— Yes. 

Eh Bahddur Setalviad.—Oii this side of India where essences are not 
allowed, what do they do ? 

A,— I don’t know. 

Bh Bahddur SeMmti—Yeikriijvome told that port is manufactured 
here by bottling sour claret with black grapes and by the use of blood brought 
from Bandora ijlaughte^ho^se. Is it possible ? ° 

A.— I 'don’t think blood is used. 
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Dr. Dmll'-'S.m yon been to Germany ? 

Ai— Yes. Oonntry liquors there are distilled under Government super- 
vision absolutely. Everything in Germany is done under Government supervi- 
sion. You can do nothing there without such supervision. 

GImirmn.-lB not this spirit distilled in private premises from potatoes 
and grain which are unfit for other use? 

A.— No, it is distilled very largely on the premises of beet-siigar manufac- 
turers. Wherever spirit is distilled, it is distilled under supervision. There 
is a Government Inspector. I am not quite sure whether the Government 
Inspector continually resides on the distiller’s premises. 

Mr. Proeter.—h an analyst you could not distinguish between whisky 
and brandy, the one being a grain spirit and the other a grape spirit ? 

A.— No, by mere analysis, I think, 1 could not undertake to distinguish 
the two. 

Dr. Dadaoha>iji.—Gia you distinguish brandy prepared from grapes and 
brandy prepared from potatoes ? 

A.— No, I could not. I may say that the character of the base does not 
afieot over proof spirit, distilled in a patent still, and spirit from damaged grain 
or potatoes is as good as any other. > 

Dr. iWl.— Damaged grain is merely grain that is sprouting. Does not 
all distillation from grain involve its being made to sprout ? 

A.— Yes. The bad constituents of damaged grain are entirely eliminated 
in distillation. They make the grains sprout before they can make spirit of it. 
The constituents that make alcohol are usually starch and cellulose and the starch 
is converted by acids into sugar. 

Br. Dadachnji.—Do you think you could make brandy from ethyl alcohol ? 

A.— Yes. 

Dr. Dadacknji.—Ani whisky also can be prepared from ethyl alcohol ? 

'A.— Yes. It is very injurious. 

DK Dadacknji.— Do you know that ethyl alcohol can be prepared from 
calcium carbide ? Do you think you could make whisky from that ? 

A.— I do not know that ethyl alcohol can be made from calcium carbide. 
If so it must be a recent development and it is very injurious. 
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, So. 15. '• ' ‘ 

Mdem of Mr, L B, GoJMe, of ihloom Tm^omoi Amoktm, 
Examined by the Chairman— 

A.— I am Secretary to the Foona Temperance Association. I am a resi* 
dent of Poona. I wish to speak first as regards questions 7 atid 8. I think in 
the Mofussil rectified spirit is not used at all for diinldn? purooses, I have not 
bown it BO used in Poona or the Deccan. Bum is drunk in Poona, but it is not 
purely rectified spirit. It is cheap liquor coloured and brought &om Bombay. 
I cannot say whether anything more than colouring is done to it. As regards 
question No. 8, methylated spirit is also to my knowledge not used for drinking 
purposes in the Deccan, I never heard of its being mixed with mhowra spirit to 
become potpble. I have enquired if it is sold in the bazaar and I found that 
shopkeepers don't sell it. It is only a few who sell it, It is used for other 

f urposes. I think licenses for methylated spirit should not be necessary. In 
oona, there are only one or two places where you can get methylated spirit, and 
this is very inconvenient, 

Q.— You have only to pay a rupee for tht license ? 

A.— Shopkeepers generally don’t take the trouble to take out licenses for 
that purpose. I should say there is a considerably large demand for it in Foona 
for burning purposes. I would like to say something about Question No; 15. 
Cheap foreign liquors are used by the lower middle classes, such as artizans, 
who get daily wages, people who earn ordinarily Ke. 1 a day, and whose 
religion does not prohibit them from using liquor, such people now take especially 
to foreign liquof. 

Jlfr. Procter.— Hindus? 

A.— Tailors, goldsmiths and other classes of Hindus. 

Are all the drinkers Hindus ? 

A.— No. There are hlahomedans also, and Goanese and Native Christians 
who 'drink cheap liquor, There are no high class Hindus included in this class. 
I think the use of foreign liquor is docreasing among them. 

' Q.— Is there any secret drinking among high caste Hindus ? 

A.— There is very little. I find that drinking is going down in the Deccan 
among the higher classes. 

Dr, Dadatf/iafl/t.— Why has it gone down ? 

A.— I don’t bow particularly. 

Dr. Dadocte/i.— Owing to the efforts of the Association ? 

A.— This Association is of recent date, I find the decline has been going 
on for 10 or 12 years. I believe statastios shew the decrease. I have taken the 
figures for the Poona District only. I find liquors also are going down for the 
last 12 years. 

Mr, Procter.— li is not only among the higher classes bat among the 
lower classes as well ? ' / 


A,-Yes. Country liquor is being drunk largely, very largely. It is going 
' up among the lower classes. 

C7«iir»«m.-Have you any reason to suppose that foreign spirit is faU n g 
place of country spirit among the lower classes ? 

A.— I should think so. It is quite a fashion now*a.days tvith people to take 
foreign spirii Foreign spirit is coming more in fashion because they can take 
it with less fear of detection. 

Q.— Suppose that no special restrictions were put on foreign spirit and' 
taxation was raised on country spirit, do you think that in the course of some 
years there would be a general transference of customers from country spirit to 
foreign spirit? 
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A.-I sboiild think 60 . I think these country-spirit drinkers would go in 
for foreign liquor. They are attracted to foreign spirit because it has less smell 
than country spirit. They say oonnhy liquor smells very badly. Foreip stuff 
does not smell so badly. That is one of the reasons why people go in for it. 
Smell leads to detection. At any rate, among Hindus and Mahomedans one 
smelling of liquor is not looked upon with favour; drinking liquoris rather looked 
upon as a degradation in society. Whether rehgion allows it or not it is looked 
upon as a degradation. Therefore people generally don’t take the liquor that 
smells. 

ifl*. Procfer.— They want to keep their drinking secret? 

A.— Yes. Even among people who are allowed by their religion to drink, 
such as Sudras and other lower classes, people would not like that it should be 
known that they drink unless they are con&med drunkards. 

Q.— Is there much drunkenness? 

A.— Yea, among the lower classes. Sometimes when these people begin to 
drink they take to liquor so much that they become drunkards. ■ 

Ciairmti.—Do drinkers of foreign spirits dilute them with water or soda 
water? 

A.— It is only those who are in high circles that practise dilution. The 
lower classes sometimes drink foreign spirits neat. That is one of the evils of 
these foreign spirits. The lower classes don’t use water both with country and 
with foreign spirits. 

Hr. Hadaciawyt.— When taken neat country spirit gives tremors ? 

A.— Yes, That is the popular belief. They say foreign spirit does not. 

CAaiman.— Have you ever personally noticed the different effects of 
country spirits and foreign spirits on natives who drink them ? 

A.— I do not see any difference. Both sets of people are almost in the 
same state from drinking. The effects are almost the same, 

Q.— Do you think that the man who has taken to foreign spirit is more 
tempted to increase the quantity of drink than one who drinks country liquor ? 

A.— That is equally the case with people who drink foreign spirit and 
country spirit. They don’t stop at a particular point. In fact, many of them 
ultimately become confirmed drunkards, ^ 

Hr. Uadacknji,— Still you say consumption is decreasing ? 

A.— Yes, on the whole it is decreasing. I have got figures for ten years 
and I find that all over there is a material decrease in foreign liquors. 

3fr. Procter,— Is it the natives or the soldiers that drink less ? 

A.- 


luors. 


jfr. Procter,— Don’t they drink spirits also? 

A.— Yes, they do. There are also liqueurs and wines inoluded in these 


Chairman,— Ushers did yon get your figures from ? 

A.— From the Abkari Administration Eeports. I find there is a decrease in 
foreign liquors of all kinds. As for country liquor in Poona, in 1900 they 
drank 83,000 gallons and in 1906-1907 they drank 131,000 gallons. 

Hr. PomeW.— The use of country liquor is increasing ? 

A.— Yea, while all other spirits have diminished. 

Hr. Poi«!?.— Why then do you say that ultimately foreign spirit would 
oust country spirit if equally cheap ? 

if you put them on the same level as regards price. I should say 
from ti increased in price they will altogether disappear 

CAairmon,— What steps would you take to increase their prices ? 

A.— I should say that taxation be increased from Re, 1-8-0 to Es. 2M 

Q.— You mean the license fee assessment rate per dozen ? 

A,— Yes, 
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Q,—Tou would Doi put any fxtra duty at tlie port o! importation ? ' 

A.— That would bo a very difficult tasli, I don’t tbink that would be a 
satisfactory motbod, because it would depend on invoices. 

' t/Ziatm®}.— Tbe customs duty is not ad valorem but fixed per proof 

gallon. 

A.— Then tbe duty might be raised. I would also suggest a warebouse for 
cheap liquor where it should be blended and watered. 

Q.— Can you suggest any reason why the consumption of cbuntry liquor 
should bo inoreesing? 

A.— I believe plague is resptfflsible for the increase in country liquor to 
. some extent. They think the liquovgives them protection. 

Rio Bahadur iS'efaW.— Are there auy iioadesU shops in the Deccan that 
sell cheap foreign liquor ? 

• A.— No. People that sell madesU articles do not sell foreign liquors. 

Dr. PowcH.— Is foreign spirit cheaper than country liquor? 

A.— It is not in tbe Decoan. It is dearer. There is a difference of 3 or 
4 annas in the price of a bottle. 

Dr, PozceK.— With a difl'erooce of 3 annas between them, foreign spirit is 
very markedly diminishing and country spirit is equally markedly increasing ; 
with such a small difference why should you be of opinion that the one will 
oust the other? 

A.— If they are brought on the same level as regards price I think many 
people of the lower classes will prefer foreign spirits when they know that they 
can get them for the same price as country liquor. They will go in for cheap 
■ foreign liquor because it is a more fashionable drink. If you increase the' 
difference cf price, country spirit will increase in demand on account of the ' 
difference. A few annas to a poor man mean much. 

' .Q.-If you had those attractive foreign liquor bottles on show in the country 
spirit shops it would not bo long before everybody would be drinking foreign , 
liquor? 

A.— Certainly not, 


A.— As regiirds question No. 18, 1 consider that a correct description of 
foreign spirits of all kinds on labels should be made a condition of retail sale. 

Edo Btthidur Nefafwad.— What do you mean by a correct description ? 

, A.— I would like the bottler to say the 

1. Strength. 

2. The original place of manufacture, 

3. Whether it was bottled or in any way dealt with in Bombay 

or not. 

4 Base, 

5, Name of the manufacturer, 

' These particulars should be made compulsory by the retail licenses. 

MjBa/iddarSrfafwad,— Is there any means of finding out whether the 
correct base is stated ? 

A.~I believe there is. At any rate you will have a definite statement by 
the importer. 

(JtofffflflM.— You would exclude from labels nil fancy names such as 
“ King’s Own " and “ Queen’s Own ” ? 

A,— I should not have such things on the labels. The labels should beer 
only the plain facts I have mentioned, 

Afr. ?rocfer.“Whom do yon want to protect ? ’ 

' A.— The ignorant drinker. 

*677-62 
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Jfr, Procter —The ignorant drinker cannot rend English ? 

A.— No. He tries to ascertain the contents of a bottle by holding it np 
and looking at its label to which he may have taken fancy. 

JUr, Procter.— do you want to have your particulars mentioned on the 
labels in Mardthi? 

A. -It is not necessary. Many of the people who have taken to these 
foreign liquors have a smattering of Bnelish. They are in mills or factories 
where they pick up bits of spelling. And one man can read a label to a whole 
company, 

Sdo BaMkrSeklmi—Gm you tell me what is the lowest price of cheap 
foreign liquor bottled in Poona? Can it be sold for less than fie.l-8-Oper 
bottle? 

A,— It can be sold for Re. 1*7*0. I was told by a shopkeeper that ho 
could sell a bottle for Ee. 1-7-0 or perhaps fie. 1*6>0, That might be for a 
smaller sized bottle. 

Q,— Have you further measures to suggest ? 

A.-There should be a further restriction on the sellers of cheap foreign 
liquors, vie,, sales on credit of cheap foreign stuff ought to be stopped. 

Sdo BaUdnr Setalmd,— Yon endorse Dr. Mann’s statement? 

A.— Yes. I would stop credit. As regards cheap foreign liquors 1 should 
stop it totally. No cheap liquor should be allowed to bo sold on credit. By 
cheap liquors I mean those below fis. 16 per dozen, 

Sdo BaMdw Seklmd.—Ylhi about a regular customer who would take 
half dozen bottles at a time ? 

A— Even in such cnses credit should not be allowed for the benefit of 
others. 

Oyrsiaj!.— Anything else ? 

A,— Sales to minors should be stopped, Female servants also should not 
be allowed in the shops. In shorty all those restrictions that apply to country 
liquors should be made applicable to foreign liquors, I should say that many 
people who have been using cheap liquors do not get proper liquors. They 
say that foreign stuffs are brought to Bombay and there diluted with water and 
then sent out so that they can be sold cheaper. There should be a rule that all 
bottling and reducing should be done under Government supervision only. 

^ Mr, Procter.— Is there much drunkenness in Poona in these foreign liquor 

A.— Not in the shops. Thera is no drinking in the shops. 
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After Mr, Gokliale bad left tbe room Mr. D, D, Baria banded to tbe Obairman 
an invoice to ebew tbe prices of tbe cboapest liquors that be gets from Europe, 
.His point was that there was no necessity for manufacturing adulterated ports, 
here, as alleged by Mr, Katbok, as very cheap ports could be bad from Europe, 

He said This invoice sbewa that I cannot make cheaper stuff than I 
can buy in Europe. This is to prove that no admixture is made on this side 
because wa can get equally cheap wine from Enrope, Therefore there is no 
necessity to make any admixture here. This is to prove that wines can be 
imported so cheap as to allow us to sell them at the lowest figure and yet make 
a profit. 

Mr, Procter,— These Spanish ports are imported from Hamburg? 

A,— Yes, there are big firms, these that export them. ' 

Mr, Procter, -ho you say the wines are shipped from Spain to Hamburg? 

A.— Yes. 

C/wirfflfl«.— Why do the Spaniards send it to Hamburg ? 

A,— Because Hamburg is tbe biggest exporting port and because it would 
cost us much more if wo were to get it here direct from Spain, Freight would 
be nearly double. 

dr, Pflweif.— Jfo ship runs between this and Spain except through 
Gibraltar ? 

A.— Yes. 

Rio BaUdur Setalmd.—Ti you adulterate, you can make more profit ? 

A.— What is tbe use of adulterating when they come here so cheap 
as to, pay us? 

Mr, Dosmlky Mermnji Umrigar (who was standing by Mr. Baria).— 
We could get port as cheap from Loudon. 

Messrs. Umrigat and Baria then withdrew. 




of Mr. Connell's emienceon ^Ih lanmry 1S09, 

1, The reason of the increase in drink is because wages are increased, and 

people are working under high pressure thB 7 require some stimulant at the 
end of the day’s work, ‘ ^ 

2, 'Drunkards are not sufficiently, punished when put before' the Magis- 
trate, so that it has discouraged the police from charging them, 

3, No wines and spirits are sold in the natural form. The finest brandies, , 
champagne and wines are all flavoured and strengthened by the addition of 
sugar to the wine so as to produce spirit enough to make a marketable 
article. Silent spirit has been the makmg of the whisky trade ; pure malt 
whisky is unsaleable. The result of the enquiry of the Commission appointed 
in 188f by the British Government and the recent one in 1907 has left the 
subject of the use of silent spirit alone and the law on the matter is as it was 
before. 

4 By increasing license fee, the licensee suffers, as it is impossible to 
raise price of spirits. By increasing the price of the liquor sold in bars, the 
demand for liquor by bottle is increased, as people find it cheaper to bny a bottle 
of spirit. This leads to excess in drinking, as there are no restrictions, and 
the formation of clubs is increased, 

6. The rise of the duty charges has lowered the quality of the spirits 
imported into India, thereby compelling the general masses to drink an inferior 
spirit. It has also reduced the sale of high class spirits, 

6. By importing spirits in bulk into Bombay the quality of the spirits 
imported is very much improved, as they receive the benefit of the sea voyage 
and the heat of the climate, which matures them more rapidly. 

7. By preventing, the blending of spirits in India we are simply putting 
the business into the hands of foreigners, who out of a cask of rectified spirits 
can make any spirit required, by simply adding the particular flavour desired 
and colouring— brandy, whie^, gin, etc. The same thing could be done in India 
and our own people would gain the profit. 

Alcohol is the only known substance which kills germs and at the same 
time stimulates the human frame. 
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Pifth day, Tuesday, 26th January 1909, 

No. 16. 

* 

Evidence of Mr. Jams Qonnell, proprietor of the Vietorm TJoiel 
(situated near Trkce'e Doch)^ toJio volunteered to give evidence. 

Eumined bg the Qhairmn— 

A.~My name is James Coondl. I am proprietor of tlie Tiotoria Hotel 
near Prince’s Dock, I import and sell foreign spirits. I bottle tbem myself, 
1 also reduce tbem, I don’t import from Hambarg, escept that once 1 got a 
cask of claret from that port. 

■ Q.— The Committee deals with cheap wines and spirits— silent spirits which 
are mixed with essences or infused with brandies, whiskies and rams. Do you 
deal in any such spirits? 

A.-No. 

Q.— Do you consider your license fee too high ? 

A.— Yes. I started with Rs. 400 twenty-eight years ago ; now I am paying 
Rs, l,4i50. My business has not increased, I am not doing the same business as 
I was doing formerly. I am doing less business. 


A.— I don’t know. I simply get a notice to say that I shall have to pay 
so much. I have no further information. 


Dr. Daiacftflnjt.— They don’t examine your books ? 

A.— Yes, but they don't tell me the reason. 

Mo Bahadur Setalmd.—Do you keep a daily sale book ? 

A.— Yes. What rate of assessment they apply I don’t know, 

Q.— Are men who were ordinarily drinking good foreign spirits, now 
drinking inferior liquors ? 


A.— They are drinking the same spirits but of inferior qualities, 

Q.— What class you are referring to ? 

. customers. They are Europeans. I am importing my 

whisky from Scotland. I am importing brandy direct from Coo'nac. 'Those are 
genuine spirits. They are not silent spirits. 

. , y®'^ s®y yoor customers are drinking inferior spirits, what 

‘ interior spirits are you referring to ? 

. that are less in age, but of the same quality as spirits imported 

or igcubs like Western India. The quality of spirits depends upon age. 
"now no mg about the classes that drink silent spirit. In a sense everybody 
ormto silent spirit because even in the best whiskies there is some silent spirit. 

'iJSh but in our whiskies it 

lias been matured. The voyage and climate help to mature them. 

Bombay of spirit which is not 

who drink them'^*' ^ ^ 

When raw spirit is Si ‘he hot chmate which mature them more r-apidly. 
make any material dilerena*» Bombay will the voyage or the climate 

A.-Not in perfectly taw spirits. 
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Q,— Are you in favour of allowing blending in India ? 

A.— Yes, I don’t blend myself, nor do I want to blend. I might do it if 
it was allowed. I have never attempted blending myself. I Say it ought to be 
allowed for the benefit of the local trade, and not the foreign trade, who now 
have the benefit, 

Q.— Do you know if any blending takes place secretly in Bombay? 

A.— No. I should not think there was much temptation to malpractices. 
If the stuff was adulterated when battling and reducing takes place without 
supervision, that won’t pay in the long rnn, because people won’t buy it, 
(Adds;—) I read in the papers that you had asked a question of some 
witnesses whether spirits have any effect on plague. I think the witness did 
not know how to answer the question. I say spirit is a germicide. It stimulates 
the heart without lowering and destroying the system and is largely used by the 
Medical Profession, notably the St George’s Hospital, 

Dr. Dadaohanjir-Rm do you know that spirit is a germicide ? 

A.— It can be proved by preserving a dead snake. A snake can be pre- 
served indefinitely if you put it into a bottle of spirit, Spirit also stimulates 
the heart, and is an antiseptic. 

Q,— I suppose you have no objeciion to bottling being done in a Govern- 
ment warehouse? 

A.— Except inconvenience and extra expense I see no other. 

Mo Daliiduf Sekhtd.—'^h&i inconvenience ? 

A,— Yon would have to keep the cask standing in the warehouse for some 
time, the bottles carted to the warehouse and carted back. Loss of time. 

lido BttUdur Seklmd.—h the case of respectable firms that inconvenience 
might be avoided by sending the inspector on stated days and at stated hours to 
their godowns. Would that meet the inconvenience ? 

A.— Yes. Then I would have no objection. After a cask is reduced you 
have to allow it to stand for aVeok. I don't know if there are any malpractices 
when silent spirits are bottled here. I read about the port yesterday. I dou’t 
think there are any such malpractices. No blood is used in purifying, but the 
white of eggs is used, 

Mr. Drooler.— Axi you dealing only in bettor class spirits ? , 

A.— Yes. I have to deal with respectable people who don’t wauttho 
cheaper qualities. I could not sell anything under Es, 2-8-0 a bottle and I could 
not sell above that price, I could not sell them a bottle worth Es. 3, I might 
sell as low as Es. 2-2-0. I hold nothing under Es, 2-2-0. I don’t think that 
reotifiod spirits which are sold so cheap do any harm if they are matured. If 
they are not matured they do harm as all raw spirits do. 

What harm do raw spirits do ? • 

A,— They contain alcohol which is different from the one that benefits the 
human system. I have not myself noticed the effects of raw spirits on people, 

Edo Bahadur Seklmd, —Yoa said you got brandies from Franop. Is any 
essence put in thorn ? • .. 

A, -I am importing brandy which 'is labelled and invoiced as pure grape 
' spirit. 

Edo DahddurSeklmd,— Yoa import whole casks ? ' 

A.-Y0S. 

ISdeNn/jlfdKrS'ofafwad.— Doyouknowanytliingof this brandy which is 
labelled Fine Palo Brandy ? 

A,— We English •merchants won't allow anything but genuine spirit of 
tho grape to be labelled, as brandy. If anybody is known to do it ho should be 
proseoutcd. If a cask is labelled as Pure Grape Spirit then it represents genuine 
grape spirit. The brandies which come from Germany contain reotifiod spirit 
and are flavoured by brandies containing flavours. 
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Mo Bahadur Setalrndt—Do you think it would ho better for the public 
and the Government if a correct trade description is put on labels ? 

A.— It would not matter. In the case of natives they go by prices. In 
the case of Buropeans they go by the results of the liquor nest morning. 

■ Bdo Baliddar Setalmd.'-Mb if they knew what the liquor was actually 
made of, would they stOl buy it ? 


Bdo Bahadur Setalmd.^'Qo you suggest any improvement in the present 


A.— I don’t know that anything need be done. If a oustomer wants a 
cheap brandy he gets it. If he wants dear brandy he will get it. 
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Bndmr Pelh, City Poona, 
■ ISlh Janmry 1909. 


The commissioner cf CUSTOMS, 

SALT, OPIUM ASB ABKARI, , 
Bombay. 


Sir, 

As suggested by you in your memorandum No, 7693 of 1908,1 beg to 
submit my replies to tbe questions asked regarding cheap foreign liquor. 

1. Cheap foreign liquor is imported into Bombay from Hamburg and 
other German, Dutch and Freneh ports, where it is manufactured. 

2. I hare heard that some of the spirit which comes to Bombay is sold 
in tbe Bombay Presidency and the rest goes to other presidencies and Central 
Provinces. 

3. I have heard that these spirits ore manufactured from potatoes, 
beetroots and corn, of 68 0, P, proof. I personally do not know how these 
spirits are manufactured, 

4. I cannot answer the fourth question, 

6. These spirits are converted into the appearance of the liquors whose 
names they take by mixing burnt sugar into them and by diluting them with 
■ pure water. Thus the spirits take the colour of the liquors under whose names 
they are sold. 

6. According to my opinion the above processes are not at all unwhok’ 
some, 

7. Pure rectiOed spirit is neither drunk in Bombay nor in the mofussil. 

Unless it is diluted it cannot be consumed. Its strength is reduced tol6 U. F. 
by diluting it with pure water. I do not know at what wholesale price rectiBed 
spirit is sold in the mofussil but tbe retail price is Rs. 2-10-0 per bottle, In 
the mofiiSsil it is sold for medical purposes only. The wholesale price of pure 
rectiBed spirit is Rs, 1L8-0 per gfilion. * 

, 8. To the best of my knowiedge methylated spirit is never drunk. 

0. These spirits are imported into Bombay Presidency at high strength 
(about 68 0. P.), and in order to make them consumable they are diluted with 
pure water. They are then coloured with burnt sugar. They are then filled 
in casks and kept therein for a few days. They are then bottled. 

10. These spirits are generally supplied by the miujufaeturors to their 
agents who supply the public as well .as the Bombay and mofussil vendors,' 
The agents who are licensed veu'dors sell these spirits wholesale as well as 
retail. 

11. The lowest wholesale price in Bombay of the cheap brand is Rs. 12»8-0 
per dozen bottles. The highest is Rs. 2h per dozen bottles, 

12. In mofussil it is sold to the public when its strength (proof) is 1 5 U. P. 
In Bombay it is sold nt different strengths, generally from 16 to 36 U. P. 

13. In Bombay the wholesale and retail prices of alt Europe liquors aro 
the same. In mofussil tbe lowest retail price of cheap brand is Re. l-9»0 per 
reputed quart and the highest is Re. M2-0 per quart. In this price (in mofus* 
sil) the Government license fee of annas two pet quart is also incinded. 

14. There is not one kind of label for one brand. Different agents use 
different sorts of labels. The agents create and use these labels according to 
their fancy and whims. 

16. In Bombay as well as in the mofussil these spirits aro drunk by the 
low and middle class people. 

B 677-54 
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16. On account of equal taxation for higher and cheap brands the 
consumption of cheap brands is increasing in Bombay as well as in the mofnssil. 
According to my opinion this increase in the sale of cheap brands has no effect 
upon the sale of country liquor, because people who are in the habit of drink* 
ing country liquor do not drink Europe liquor. 

17. I consider that these spirits are less deleterious to natives of India 
than the country liquor. 

18. I deem it advisable that the label should contain the correct desorip* 
tion of foreign spirits. It must also shew of what strength it is, and tho country 
where it is manufactured. Imaginary labels should not be allowed. 

19. No more restrictions are necessary. The restrictions already existing 
are burdensome. 


I beg to remain, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant, 
SHERIAD ARDESHIR, 
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• Hill 

• Mdmce of Mr. Skriarji Jrdeiir, liquor teller of Foom Oihj, 
Examined hy tlie Ohairman in GnjarMi. 

A.— I am one of tlie biggest traders ia foreign liquors in Poona. Hindus, 
Mussnltniins and Goanese are tbe classes of people that cbiefly come to my shop. 

■ Q.— What class of Hindus ? Brdhma'ns or milWiands ? ■ 

A.— All classes— high class, middle class and lomt class people. Mostly 
servants come to onr shop. Therefore we cannot say who are the real pur- 
chasers. Those who buy high.class spirits are called by us high class customers. 
They buy bottles and pints. They don’t drink in the shop, I have no retail- 
on license. I cannot open a bottle, 

, D)'. Eadaeimji.— Do you sell wholesale ? 

A.— Yes. , But I can sell in single bottles and pints. 

Chairman.— Do mill-hands come and take away bottles from your shop? 

A.— Yes, 

Q.— Have you anything to say about your license fee ? 

A.— It is too high. My bnainess has not increased. Alfirstihadalicense 
of Bs. 73. It was raised to Bs. 300, then to Bs. 500, and sow I am piiyiug 
Es. 1,800. My business has not increased, but decreased, 

Dr. dadaclmji.—Yo\a fee is assessed according to your sales ? 

A.— Yes. 

Chairman.— Do^ long is it since yon were paying Bs. 75 ? 

A.-I believe it was 10 years ago that I used to pay Bs. 75. Then I took 
over the license from Messrs, Phillips & Co. 

Q.— When did your business begin to decline ? 

■ A,— I increased my prices owing to high fees and therefore my business 

has fallen o3. There are two other shop3,8elliog foreign liquor in the city. 

Q,— Do all these three shops sell at the same rates ? 

A.— No. '• 

Q.— Why not? 

A.— We have our rates according to our expenses. Our rates depend on 
onr licenses also. I have to pay Bs. 00 rent because our stock is very large. 
Other people have to pay a small rent, My cheapest liquor is sold at Be. 1-8-0 
per bottle. 

Q.— Do the other two shop-keepers sell cheaper ? 

A,— There is no great difference. There may be a difference of one or two 
pice or an anna. The other two shops do not undersell me. All three of us 
do not sell at eiactly the same price, but at about the same price. Tbe 
sales are increasing in the Poona foreign liquor sbo^s during tbe last 5 years. 
Sales of the better qualities are diminishing. Sale is increasing generally, but 
the sale in superior qualities is diminishing because people take to cheap things 
’ rather than to dear things. The number of my customers is not increasing. It 
is decreasing every year. Those who remain are not buying more liquor now 
than they did before. Big people get their slock direct from Bombay. 

Ml Bahadur .Scfalwad.— Sale is increasing and the number of customers ia 
reduced. How do you mean ? 

‘ ■ A,— For cheap foreign liquor the sale is increasing, but for superior stuff 
rich folks order their stock from Bombay and tbns we dealers suffer. 

OiafmaB,— During the last 10 years has tbe habit of drinking foreign 
liquor spread among natives who took no drink before ? ° ° 

A.-yes. 

Q.-Aro high class natives taking to drink foreign liquor to any larffe 
extent in Poona? ' ° 
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A, -Middle class people drink more; by middle class people I mean 
those who earn Rs. 40 or Ks, BO per month. I don’t bottle, I used_ to bottle 
rum when Mr. Ghaswala nsed to manufacture it in Poona. Now 1 bring bottles 
from Bombay from the shops of Messrs. Oomrigar, Baria and H. J. Rustoraji. 
I sell the bottles as they come. I don’t affix now labels, or change original 
ones. 

Q.— Do you sell methylated spirits of wine? 

A.— Yes. I don’t do it for drinking purposes, I don’t make dilute spirit. 
Beofified spirit is sold for medical purposes and for scents. You can get a 
bottle of it for Rs. 2-10-0. You can get brandy at a much cheaper rate. . A 
bottle of rectified spirit worth Rs. 2-10-0 is pure rectified spirit of 68 O.P. 
It is not used for drinking purposes. I consider that foreign spirits are less 
deleterious tW country liquor, because countt^ liquor has a bad smell and has 
oopperrust in it. Even the lowest class of people would like to drink European 
spirits. They think the spirit mild and like to drink it. The three reasons 
why European liquor is preferred to country liquor by people are 

1. It has no smell, 

2. It does not contain copper, and 

8, It is European, 

Q.— Is either foreign or country spirit taken with water? 

A.— No one is in the habit of patting water in country spirit, but some 
mix water with foreign spirit. 

Q.— Does anybody bottle any foreign liquor in Poona ? 

A.— I think Messrs. Cursetji k Sons may be bottling, but they may be 
battling high class spirits, Those spirits are for Europeans. 

Df, Pmll.~Do you say the sale of country liquor is decreasing ? 

A.— N 0 . It is neither increasing nor decreasing. 

Dr. Powell.— Do Brilhmans take liquor from your shop ? 

A.— I cannot answer that question, Customers’ servants come and they 
also personally come. I believe that Messrs, Baria and Oomrigar in their 
godowns only mix water and sugar with spirit for colouring it, 

Dr, Dadaohanji.—do you sell port wine ? 

A.— Yes, I get it from Bombay. 

Dr. Do you think there is any adulteration ? 

A.— No. I don’t know whether sour claret is added to port wine. 

Mo Bahadur Selakad.—'Eot what purpose do your customers bny port? 

A.— For medicine and for drinking purposes. 

OW'Wffli,— Do yon sell beer ? 

A,— Yes, We sell it in bottles. The sale of beer is increasino^ year by 
year, flindns and Mnssalmdns drink it. ° 

Q.— Do mill-hands and higher classes drink beer? 

A.— Men of all classes drink it. High class people drink high class beer 
and lower classes drink lower class beer. The habit of boer-drinkin» has spread 
among all classes. • ° 



From 

The assistant OOLLBCTOB or EXCISE, 

Poona, Sdtdra and Alimednagar ; 

To ■ 

The Eokookabie Me. A. 0. LOSAN, 1. 0. S., 

. Commissioner of Excise and Okirman of (lie 

. ' Commiltee on Cheap Foreign Liquor. ■ . ^ 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acbowledge reoeipt of your No, 769^, dated the Slat 
December 1908, together irith a list of (he questions on which the Committee 
desire my evidence, and in reply thereto I have the honour to report as 
follows 

2. The evidence which I am prepared to give on the questions forwarded 
by you is the following !— 

1. Never having served in Bombay I am unable to answer this question 
fully, though I am informed by persons interested in the trade that the spirits 
in question are received from ports in Germany, France and Austria. I am not 
cognizant of the names of all (he places in those countries where such spirits are 
actually manufactured, but Mr, Dinshaw Hormasji Guy of Ahmednagar, who is 
the only licensee in my. jurisdiction who imports the spirits under reference in 
bulk direct, obtains his supplies from Hamburg (Germany), Milano eid Trieste and 
Cognac and Charonte (France), I am also informed that a cheap kind of spirit 
(designated brandy) is manufactured in and largely exported from Russia, but 

, at and from what place I have been unable to ascertain. 

2. 'This is rather a difficult question to answer, but I am inclined to 
believe that the greater portion of the receipts are for oonsnmptinn in the 
presidency, though a large portion of the same are exported for sale and con* 
sumption in other Local rrovinces and some of the surrounding Native States. 
T am prepared to prove my statement in this connection by statistics of imports 
and sales from 1903*1001 to 1906*1907, taken from the Excise Administration 
.Reports for those years, 

3. The evidence which I am prepared to give on this point is purely that 
which I have obtained by reading literature on the subject, So far as my- 
knowledge extends I would observe that all substances in nature which contain 
sugar in any of its forms are susceptible of undergoiug vinous fermentation and 
may therefore be used as sources of alcohol. It is thus obvious that the variety 
of organic substances, especially of the vegetable kingdom, from which alcohol' 
may be elaborated, is almost endless, and in practice it is found that numerous 
sources are employed. So far as I have been able to ascertain 1 6nd that 
much of the commercially distilled cheap foreign spirit sold in the presidency 
market as brandy, rum, etc,, is principally distilled from the feoula of potatoes, 
though I believe that some other bases, such as beets, carrots, Jerusalem 
artichokes, saw*duB( and cereals, are also sometimes used, The spirits 'under 
reference, I am informed, are exported to Bombay at strengths of from 40 to 
70O.P. I have seen one invoice in the possession of Mr. Dinshaw Hormaqji 
Guy of Ahmednagar, .in which the strength of the spirit exported was given as 
68 0, P. As regards the method of manufacture, I believe (he spirit is dis* 
tilled by patent stills capable of a large outturn doily, but what the exaot pro* 
oosB of manufacture is I am unable to say. I believe that in addition to dis* 
tillntion the spirit also undergoes a process of reetifioation by which some 
volatile impurities are removed, after which prooeSB the base of the spirit can- 
not be determined by chemical onalysis, provided reolifioalion has been properly 
earned out, Buoh spirits are then termed " silent " or •' featureloss, ” and after 
being coloured and flavoured with a variety of essences to, represent brandy, 
rum and gin, are exported to India for sale, 

a t77-C5 
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4 (Phis question is ope on wHch I express an opinion with nuoh reluct- 
ance, as any opinion I may venture must naturally be only personal and 
one ffhiob I am not in a position to substantiate, Then again, Knowing as I do 
the opinion expressed by Major Bedford on this subject— an opinion no doubt 
given after very careful analysis— any opinion given by me must be taken as , 
one arrived at after reading discussions on this subject. Personally, like Major 
Bedford, I am' inclined to believe that the base, except when liquor is, turned 
out at a very low strength, does not, to any great extent, affect the spirit, nor 
do I consider any of the bases used, except perhaps saw-dust, as unwholesome, 
provided at the time of use they are in good condition. What in my opinion 
would affect the nature of the Spirits is the elimination of their natural 
by-products by distilling them to high strengths and then re-introducing the 
by-products in an artificial form by deleterious flavouring essences and colouring 
matters. In making this statement I admit I am open to correction, but, as 
before stated, my opinion on this question is personal and one which I am not 


6 . I have had no actual experience of the subject under reference, but 
from what I have read and been told I believe the process followed is the 
addition of essences (flavouring and otherwise) to the spirits before export. 

• 6 . Please see the last portion of my answer to question 4. 

7 . If it is intended by this question to ascertain whether or not rectified 
.Spirit void of all artificial by-products is sold in the mofussil (I can give, no 
opinion about Bombay), my answer is in the negative, but if by pure rectified 
spirit it is meant spirit fortified with artificial agents so as to represent brandy, 
rum, etc, my reply is in the airmative, as Mr. Dinshaw 'Hormasji 6 ny of 
Ahmednagar imports such spirit (designated brandy, rum,' etc,) at 0. P; 
strengths, reduces it to 16 U. P. by adding water, then bottles and sells it. 

8 . Not in my jurisdiction and to my knowledge. 

9. Please see my reply to question 7 as well as paragraph 3 of my 
No, P.-1917, dated the 19th December 1908. My reply to this question refers 
to my charge only : I can give no information about Bombay or other districts. 


10, I cannot answer this question so far as Bombay and other distncts 
are concerned, but as regards my own charge I would observe that Mr, Din- 
shaw Hormasji Guy of Ahmednagar, who holds a foreign liquor license form 
No, 13 (wholesale), i. c., by a quantity not less than a full corked 'and capsuled 
.reputed pint (4 drams) bottle, imporla cheap foreign spirit of 0. P. strengths in 
bulk direct, and after reducing the same to 15 D. P,, bottles and sells it to 
other foreign liquor licensees of Ahmednagar and the surrounding districts, as 
well as to private customers, in any quantity not less than a pint. Other 
licensees in my_ charge obtain their supplies from D, D, Baria, D. 0. Oomrigar 


I am unable to say. 

11. I am in possossion of the price lists (wholesale) supplied to the trade 
by most of the important Bombay firms, and in answering this question before 
the Committee I will be guided by the same. 'So far as my own jurisdiotioh 
'goes I would refer you to paragraph 2 of my letter quoted in my reply tb 

'Ouealion fl: , ! 


^ Bombay the minimum strength for whisky, and brandy has beer 

t V S*®' In the mofussil the minimum strengtli 

.fixed for all such, spirits is 16 U, P. ^ , 

^Btricts I. cannot say, but in 'm 3 
Pb 1 ft a ®“®h spirits ranges from Ee: 1 - 6-0 tc 

oe. 1 - 8-0 per reputed quart of 8 drams. ^ ’ 

"are prtared ST' S®** "P laheh 

Mr DinsliBw tf. ®hBy ®nd put on the bottles by the importers. In my charge 

"Superi«Oldt4“^.^w'?^T,/™^^ l»hels, e.p, 

' have been filled with L ® P/andy,” are placed on bottles wbicl 

ra the sprat from one and the same consignment, 
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IB. Please see tlie reply given in paragrapli 5 of my Ifo. P-1915, dated the 
19tliDeoembeil908. 

16. ■' So far as my own oliarge is concerned, please see reply given in para- 
grapli B of ray letter referred' to in my answer to' question 16. As regards 
Bombay and other districts, I cannot oppress any opinion. Though the sales of 
country liquor up to 1907-08 showed a steady increase yearly from 1904-05, yet 
I am inclined to' believe that the increase would have been greater were the 
cheap foreign spirit not obtainable, as in that case, many of the present consumers 
of the foreign spirit, such as the Native Christians, Goanese and Marathas, 
would have bought the country spirit, as their, financial condition is not such 
as would enable them' to indulge in the superior and dearer classes of foreign 
liquors, 

17. In oonnection with this question, please see paragraph 8 of my letter 

referred to in my reply to question IB, In addition I would add that Major 
Bedford himself admits that in the case of the cheap foreign spirit, there' is a 
danger of the same being made unwholesome if the artificial by-products, added 
after distillation, be of a spnrious kind, and since wo have no control over the 
manufacture, etc., of such spirits and it is asserted by Major Bedford that suoh 
essences (superior) are costly enough to tempt the manufacturers or others to 
substitute a spurious article for the same, I am inclined to credit the country 
liquor as being the more wholesome at least, until suoh time as the compounding, 
blending, etc,, of the cheap foreign spirit is brought under efficient local excise 
control. V 

' 18. Please see paragraph 7 of my letter referred to in my reply to the 
preceding question. To the same I would add that since the cheap foreign 
liquor is nothing more nor less than rectified spirit diluted and artificially 
flavoured and coloured, I would suggest, if possible, that a condition of its retail 
sale should be, that it be so designated on the label in English and the Yernuou- 
lar of the district in which it is sold,- 

19. Please see paragraph 6 of my letter No. P-1916, dated the 19tb 
BeoomW 1908, to which 1 would add that in my opinion the sale of such 
spirits at any one time in quantities less than a reputed 8 dram or quart bottle, 
snould be absolutely prohibited by the insertion of a clause in all future 
foreign liquor licenses to that cSect, This would have the effect of reducing 
much of the sale among the poorer classes most of whom purchase the reputed 
pint or d-dram bottle. . 

I have the honour to be, 

. I. ' , 

Tour most obodient.servant, 
D.S.PKOOTOR, ; 

Assistant Oolleetor oflxcise, 

Poona, Satdra and Abmednagaf, 



Esamined by tbe Oliairman : 

A.— Foreign liquor sellers in tbe Poona Cantonment, Poona City and 
Kitkee include wholesale and retail licensees and their number is 17, There is no 
true wholesale shop (like Baria or Oomrigar of Bombay) in Poona. Of these 17 
shops one goes next April and two more will go between that date and the 1st 
of April 191L I don’t think that the remaining number 14 is really excessive 
for the area and population. 1 should not recommend any further reduction 
at present. I think the customers of most of these shops are natives. I should 
say there are 8 shops in the Cantonment that sell Hamburg spirit. I should 
not say a large proportion of European customers go to those shops. I should 
not say soldiers go there, Such shops depend almost entirely on native custom, 
By natives I mean Parsees, Native Christians and others. 


Q.— Every class of Natives ? 

A— Yes, I don’t know what is the native population in tbe Cantonment. 
I should say both middle class and well*tO'do natives, including Brahmins, Native 
Christians, Goanese and Marathas go to these shops. Wihen I say Marathas I 
mean both of the artisan class and of the mill*band class. These people buy 
bbttles. Drinking on the premises of these shops is not allowed. Drinking on 
the'premises is not allowed anywhere in my charge except at Cornaglia's in 
the Poona Cantonment and Messrs. Cursetjee's at Kirkee, 1 should not like 
retail-on licenses to be given within my districts. I consider if they are not 
allowed it may keep down a certain amount of drinking. Cornaglia’s and 
Cursetjee’s are the only places where drinking is allowed on the premises. 

I have seen several natives in the former shop, such as Parsees, Brahmins, 
Mahomedans and Bhatias. I have seen them drinking openly. I have seen 
the Bhatias drinking openly in the shop. I have not seen Natives there in large 
numbers, I have seen one or two. Probably a dozen in the season. In other 
charges which 1 held as Inspector I have not seen drinking on the premises of 
foreign liquor shops. So far as my experience goes, the practice of drinking on 
the premises does not exist in the mofussil in the charges which I have hitherto 
held. The Eailway Co-operative Stores have retail licenses with the on clause, 
but drinking on the premises does not exist in them on a large scale. Acdording 
to my calculations of shop sales in my charge the consumption of foreign liquor 
has considerably decreased during the last few years. Since 1904-06 and 1905-C6 
it shows a big decrease, I think the decline began in the first year when the 
new system of as^ssing license fees was introduced. Taking the Ahmednagar 
District, the sale in the year previous to that was 30,988 gallons. In 1906-06 
the sale fell to 10,912 gallons, I am not aware that any shops were 
shut in consequence of this drop. In 1906-07 from 10,912 gallons it felltd 
6,894 gallons. The sale this year will probably be less than 6,000. The sale is 
still decreasing. In the Satara District the sale in 1904-06 was 7,874 gallons. 
In 1905-00 it was 6,012. In 1S06-07 it was 4,642 gallons. In Poonain 1904-06 
thesa ewas 22,412 gallons. In 1905-06 it was 20,660 gallons. In 1906-07 • 
e sme was 18,761 gallons. The figures I pve for the Poona district are of 
potable spirits only, I am dealing with potable spirits alone. I think this 
Unon.? f ^ falsification of accounts to evade 

Of ihn ^ should say about 60 per cent, is due to falsification. 

cBTit w AnI* P” ?®°t. decrease is a bond fide decrease and 40 per 

of tlln liiffl, P®®P^® bringing their liquor direct from Bombay on account , 
movomeuthMlff say how far the temperance 

not sav the decliiw sslss, because I don't know its effects yet. I should 
IB all due to the increase iu tariff duty and the enhanced fees. 

n Poh!cII.~Do you think the accounts are falsified 50 per cent. ? 

Tvasno reason for°thamtnfl^'°*' accounts 10 years ago. There 
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Ohimm.—Tio you considor tbat any people who jised to drink country 
spirit are now going in for foreign liquor in your charge ? 

A.— Ithinkafewmay be doing so in the Ahmednagar, District, 'It you 
take the strength, license fee and tariff duty you will find that as compared 
with country liquor foreign spirit really comes a fraction cheaper if it is bought 
in Bombay, dpcountry customers may send to Bombay for 16 U, P., and get it 
very cheap, because the Bombay wholesale trader may send them 40 D, P. and 
that would not be detected because the customers have no hydrometer to test the 
liquor. When you get liquor from Bombay which is 40 D. P, it is a little 
cheaper .than country spirit, Probably in Poona people are changing from 
country spirit to foreign spirit to some extent, This is done probably by Native 
Christians and coolies knocking about the camp. . It is also done by well*to-do 
Marathas, Domestic servants, syces and people of that sort drink cheap 
foreign liquor when they can afford it ; otherwise they take country liquor. 
My total experience of the Excise Department extends over nine years, 

Q.—During those nine years have you seen any risk of foreign spirit coming 
to compete with country spirit to such <an extent that there may be a serious 
transfer of customers from tbe one to tbe other ? 

. A.— Personally I think that in a couple of years or so foreign spirit mil 
begin to have an advantage, a great advantage, over country liquor. That will 
be tbe result if bottling in Bomb.ay is allowed to go on without the direct super- 
vision of Excise Ofllcers, According to the present system of bottling any man 
can nse elaborately attractive labels and so attract customers of country liquor 
to foreign spirits. Plague is also said to have a great deal to do with the 
transference of customers from country liquors to foreigu spirits, 

Q.— How do you tliiuk that permission to bottle in Bombay serves to give 
advantage to foreign spirit over country spirit? 

A.— I have pointed .out in my written replies that Bombay wholesale 
dealers, although they are restricted to supply only 15 U. P, to the mofussii, do 
supply 40 U. P. or auy other strength and charge the same rate as for 15 D. P. 
to private customers. I oannot say whether this is done to any largo extent, 
but there is a groat temptation for the Bombay dealers to do so, I should say 
there are a. good number of people in tbe mofussii who send orders to shop- 
keepers in Bombay for 'Pino Pale Brandy .and other extremely cheap brands, 

Q.— Would not those people in the mofussii having some intelligence, 
distinguish between 15 U. P, and 40 H. P, ? 

A.— I don’t think they would go to the trouble of testing it, because they 
drink it clandestinely. 

Q.— Do drinkers of foreign spirit dilute it with water? 

,A.— As a rule persons who openly drink foreign spirit in the mofussii drink 
it neat, except the very well-to-do classes. I have seen servants drink it neat. 

Q.— As regards the temporanoe movement in Poona, did the temperance 
people last April attempt to picket foreign liquor shops as well as country 
liquor shops ? 

A.— I bolidvo Mr. SheriarAi^dcsirwas picketed- by the toraperanoe people. 
Ho complained about it. One or two other foreign shops in the City were 
picketed, but not to a groat' extent. 1 don’t know why they made that 
distinction ? 

Q,-Do yon consider the toes ou foreign liquor shops, as they now are, 
are sufficiently high r ' . 

A.— No, Sir. 

Q.~Wby? 

1.— Beoauso I think that feos ought to ho raised on foreign liquor shops in 
order to prevent compotitioii between cheap foreign liquor shops and country 
liquor shops. 'Hie still-liead duty being raised ou country liquor-shops they 
.have to pay 4 annas more, per gallon from Ist April noxt and as tho duty rises^ 

, -tbo 'Country liquor .shops oannot koep their advantage over foreigu liquor 
shops. ■ • ' ' ^ 

B 677-56 • 
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Q.-Jo yon think that the increase should bo in the form of fees or in the 
form of customs duty? '■ 

A.— I should think that it should be in both. I would abolish the tariff 
duty entirely and .charge increased duty on a sliding scale. I moan I would 
abolish the tariff duty and tax cheap foreign liquor in the warehouse as it is 
passed out in the same manner as we do with country liquor. The advantage 
would be that exporters would not be bit and it is not likely that they would 
send inferior liquors. 

Q.— JDocs not the exporter make whatever tho importer demauds? 

A.— No, so far as I know. 

Q.— If there were a general demand by importers for still cheaper liquors 
surely the e.xporter in Europe would conform to that? 

A,— Tes, I daro say. 

Q.—Toi! heard Mr. Sberiarji complaining that his license fee has risen 
from Rs, 7£ to Ks. 1,800 and that it was far too severe ? Do you consider his 
complaint was uutounded ? 

A.— Personally I do. 

Q,— He could bear a much heavier fee without being entirely ruined ? 

A.— Ho could bear it provided there was no competition between the 
different foreign liquor shops, lie would have to charge a heavier fee for his 
liquor in order to recoup his license Ice, hut so would the olhei“8 if their fees 
were also raised, 


Q.—You would raise the fee on ovocyhody so that no one shop would have • 
an advantage over another? 

A.— Yes, exactly. 


Q.— Might you not raise the fee so much that there would be no profit left 
at all and the shop would havo to Im shut ? 

A.— I should think that wo should raise it till wo got cheap foreign liquor 
sold at Ha. 2'0'0 per bottle. ITiis would bo enough pro,vidcd we don’t further 
increase tho tax on country liquor. 

_Q.— Why are you so an.vious to seo country liquor protected ngaiust 
foreign spirit? 


A.—Personally I don't seo why we should allow foreign liquor to come into 
competition with oonntry liquor, which is a genuine indigenous article, My 
own opinion is that cheap foreign spirit is Inferior to our country liquor. That 
is only a personal opinion of mine, I havo formed it by reading different 
articles on tho subject. I have road on tho subject in English papers that 
tiiere is a great danger of noxious essences being used in silent epirits before they 
are exported to Bombay. I don’t say % actually have used them. I tbink 
It IS necessary to see that they are not used and, therefore, we should have our 
Customs warehouse to look after blending and breaking down under Customs 
supervision. Breaking down is now done in wholesale shops with water which 
IB either very filthy or is uufiltered, 1 have got a bottle from the only man in 
my pharge who bottles, Mr. Dinshaw Hormasji Guy. (Shows a bottle contaming 
liquid of brandy colour with about two inches of sediment.) 

Dr. PowelI.~Wiiat is the strength of that ? 

. ^ A.-Itis49U.P. 


O/ifliman.— Was this bottle exposed for sale? 

J out of the remains of a cask of chei 

ft bL 

Q.-Didyou take this bottle from the cask after they had I 
A.-TeB. 


« 
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, Q.— Was tliat liquid purposely left in the cask because it Was not clear ? 

A,— It may have been, When I stirred it up in the cask I noticed that 
Mr, Guy was rather nerrous. When I asked him what was in it, lie took a 
syphon and brought out the stuff in this dirty condition. He 'wanted to show 
that it was only dirty water, but it would bo all right when the sediment was 
settled. I tested the other bottles taken from the same cask and found they 
were 16U.P,? 

Mo BaliMttr Setaiwai—Bo customer would accept that brandy bottle ? 

A.— Ko, 

Dr. PowcZk— How is it that this is 49 U, P, and the other bottles out of 
the same cask were IS U, F. ? 

A,— He said he had put in water to draw the remaining spirit out of the 
cask. My idea is that he intended to ndd'some portion of this to a new con;, 
signment when it arrived. I also found ho had one or two other casks in which 
the spirit was very weak 80 D, P. He had put water in empty casks in order 
to draw the spirit out of the cask, Practically there was no spirit left in them 
before he put in the water, 

Dr, Poweik— Did he say he used unliltered water? 

Ah— Y es. Ho said the sediment oamo from that. 

Br. PoiccH.— It is not any substance from which colouring matter is 
extracted ? 

A.— Sot that 1 am aware of. Ho told me it was ordinary sediments, and 
I know they are using unfiltered water. 

OkirMn.— Is he the only man who bottles in your charge ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q,— Do you consider that distilled water should be prescribed for use 
in reducing? 

A.— I think in the interests of the general public it ought to be. 

Dr. loaell—lf. there wore disease germs in the, water would not the 
alcohol be sufficient to kill them ? 

A.--Thnt is a point on which I cannot say anything, I belieTo alcohol 
might be strong enough to destroy the germs in water, but medical men would 
be better able to speak ou this point. 

C/iatrffls«.— You and your inspectors test bottles of liquor in foreign 
liquor shops to make sura that it is not below 15 U. P, ? 

A.— Yea. I have always found it 15 U. P. In the case of high-priced 
whiskies I don’t insist upon that strength. A bottle of whisky at lower 
strength is sold at Es. 2 or more a bottle, I do not know that any of the 
Hamburg cheap silent spirit is sold as high as Rs. 2 per bottle. The 
cheapest figure at which foreign spirit is sold in Poona is Rs. 1-G-O orl-7-Oa 
bottle. The highest price I have seeu is Rs. M2-0. It depends upon the 
customers. 

I 

. Q.— Do you mean that the same bottle might sell at Rs. 1-6-0 or at M2'0 

according to the customer P 

A.— No. There would be some difference in price according to the pur- 
chasing power of the customer, perhaps an anna or two, A bottle sold for 
Bs. 1‘7'0 contains, I believe, 7 drams. An eight-dram bottle of country spirit 
at 25 U, P. is sold at Rs. 1-2-0 in Poona City and Cantonment. Rs, 1-2-0 is the 
maximum price. Thatis not the smallest quantity of country liquor that is 
sold, hrom the 1st April they can obtain half a dram, -At present the 
minimum is one dram.-, 

Mr, Proc/cr.— What would bo the price of a dram ? 

A.— Annas 2-3 in Poona City and Cantonment. 
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you auy measaves to suggest, bosides what you have men- 
tionod, vis., restrictions -as regards bottling and the raising of lioenso foes? 

A.-I should also abolish pint bottles. Most of tlio very low class people 
buy in this quantity, and I would discourage that. 

Q.— Yon find tnillhands buying pints of foreign spirit P 

A,— Yes, in Poona, 

‘ Q.— If the sales of pints were abolished would people cease to go to shops 
or would they buy bottles? 

A— I should think their purchasing power would preclude them from buy* 
ing more than they do now. 

Q.— Do you consider there would bo any hardship on any class by the 
prohibition to sell pints? 

A.— Personally I don’t think so, because tho people who go in for pint 
bottles would not complain if they had to take to country liquor, 

Q.— Have you had under observation the difforout effects of foreign spirits , 
and country spirits upon drinkers ? 

A.— I have questioned men who have been addicted to foreign spirit. They 
tell me it causes a burning sensation in the throat and that it also causes 
diarrhoea and djsentry. It depends upon their constitution wliotlior they suffer 
worse effects. Soraetiinos a man who drinks foreign spirits suffers very much 
from its effects the next morning, whereas tho man who is addicted to couutiy 
liquor docs not complaiu of theso things so much, 

Q.— Is it because the drinkers of foreign liquor drink more of it? 

' A.— I cannot say ; it is probably duo to the difforoneo in strenglh or pos- 
sibly the foreign liquor is not quite so matured ns country liquor. People say 
they drink foreign spirit because it is a great treat and it is tho Snheb’s drink. 
They think they are getting the idontica! drink that the Salieb is getting. 

Mr, JVoctsr.— When a man drinks a bottle country liquor, what does bo ' 
pay for it? 

A.— The bottle of country liquor is cheap and ordinarily works out at 
Ee. 1 or Es. 1-2 in Poona District. People are willing to buy cheap foreign 
liquor at a little extra cost, because they think they get the Saheb’s liquor. The 
public has a mistaken idea about cheap foreign liquors. 

Mr. Procter.— k man getting Bs. 10 or Es. 16 a month cannot afford to 
drink foreign liquor, can be? 

A.— Once they gel addicted to it they will have it by some meaus or other. 

3/r. Procter.— h there any credit system in buying bottles? 

A—Yes, though the shopkeepera won’t admit it. It is not prohibited 
under the license. 


Q.— Docs almost every foreign liquor shop sell also some good liquor ? 

soil liquors of the higher classes. I don’t think men like 
Sherwr sell much good spirit. I have not got his price list, he does not publish 
any. He sells 800 dozen or mote of inferior spirits 'within a year. Ho has 
some spirit of a genuine sort such as you might find in Treacher’s or Phillips’. He 
does some busiuoss iu high class spirits but ou a small scale. I don’t know if any 
Europeans deal with him. 


It . ® that soldiers often send to foreign 

A-I believe it is quite true that liquor is carried into the Barracks. 

0,, -Can’t they get it from the canteens ? 

Tllev^'an mlf oet ®°Mier8 are not allowed to have spirits in the canteens. 

I am Z that sell spirits, 

drink tho Commissarkt rum soldiers. I don’t know who 

when he had a distillery. ' ^ ^ ™’ttary 



A,— As regards labels I think they should have the description of the 
liquor, the selling price, the name of the exporter and place of export, and the 
name of the Bombay bottler, All these things should be in English and in the 
vernacular of the district in which the liquor is sold. 

Mr, Procter.— Do yofl think the labels really matter ? 

A,— Yes, they do. Dpcountiy they are a great attraction to natives, for 
their colour and prettiness. 

Mr, Procter,— May; could you change that ? 

. ' A,— I don’t taow. But I should like that all the above things be put in the 
vernacularlso that the man who buys the bottle knows what he is getting to 
drink. Most of the millhands can read the vernacular, 

J)r, Poiocif.— Even chemists cannot distinguish between genuine and 
spurious brandy, whisky, gin or rum ? ^ 

A.— At any rate the man who buys the bottle 'ought to be satisfied that 
he is getting what he expects, 

J)r, PowcW.— We are unable to detect by analysis whether anything is 
brandy or whisky or rum. The chemist cannot tell by analysis whether 
brandy is distilled from potatoes or from any other substance. Then how are 
you to tell tliat'C true description has been put on the bottle p It would be im> 
possible to check the statement or to prove any ofibnee against the man who 
makes that statement on the label, 

A.— In Ahmednagar in Mr. Dioshaw’s case, he told me himself that he had 
one cask which he had brought at 68 0. P. and out of which he made both Pine 
Paid Brandy and Superior Old Brandy. They wore exactly the same. He is at 
liberty at present to call his liquor anything he likes, This can be prevented 
if on the label it is required to specify the real nature of the spirit, I think 
the term brandy or rum or whisky would be a misnomer for any of these 
Hamburg spirits. I should have the thing called by the proper name of spirit, 
foreign spirit or duty-paid spirit, 

' Mr, Irocier.—do you think that would affect the sales ? 

A.— I think it would. 

J)r, PoiccK.— You said you read a good deal about the manufacture 
of spirit? 

A.— Not a very great deal. 

Dr. Poaell—JoOi know that this silent spirit is nil made by the patent 
still process? 

A.-Yes. 

Dr. Pomll,—Do you know tliat after that prooess no chemist can tell what 
base the spirit comes from whether grape juice or potato or grain, and that practi- 
cally it contains no impurities ? 

A.-Yes. 

J)r. Jouicif.— InonswertoquestionlTyou say that cheap foreign spirits 
are more deleterious than country spirit. On what ground do you say so ? Had 
you this dirty water (refers to the bottle which was brought from Mr. Guy's 
cask) in your mind when you wrote that ? 

A.— Yes, I also assume that the essences used are not wholesome. 

Dr. PomeK.— What are the essences? Have you read about noxious 
essences? 

A.— It is quite possible to use noxious essences which are sold cheaper 
than superior essences. 

Dr, PowcK.— The neutral spirits that come to Bombay cannot have essences 
added to them in Bombay. Nothing is added except burnt sugar and water, 
Would you consider that such neutral spirit is more deleterious than country 
liquor?, 

A.— I did not say definitely that it is more deleterious. What I said was 
“ In addition I would add that Major Bedford himself admits that in the case 
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of the olieap foreign spirit, there is a danger of the same being made unwhole* 
some if the artificial by-products, added after distillatiou, be of a spurious kind.” 
Dr, Pomll—l am sorry I was reading somebody olse’s answer, 

Pr. minimum limit for the mofussil.is 15 U. P. and 

for Bombay ? 

A.— For Bombay it is 86 TJ. P. for gin and 26 IJ. P. for all other spirits. 
Dr, Would you have a uniform strength for country 


A.— I hardly think we should have uniformity of strength for the whole 
Presidency as people require different classes of liquor. The Bhils in Khandesh 

drink 60 U.P. In my jurisdiction they drink nothing but 26 U. P. 

Dr, Ddachanju—Yovi are not in favour of prescribing one uniform 
minimum limit for foreign liquor either? 

A.— I don’t see that there would be any benefit but at the same time there 
is no objection, provided the strength fixed is not low, so that it could be sold 
cheaper than the country liquor. 

Dr. Dadachanji—Do shop-keepers in the mofnssil complain that customers 


A.— Yes. Unless bottling is done in a warehouse, the Bombay merchants 
might supply private customers in tlie districts with spirits of 40 U. P. Private 
customers buy direct from Bombay owing to the high assessment of fees in the 
mofussil by Government. 

Dr. Poioell.— Yon said that foreign spirit is not as matured as country spirit. 
To what extent is country spirit matured ? 

A.— It depends upon the demand on the distillery. At Mundhwa we 
have got 16 large vats, of a total capacity of 26,000 gallons. We take them in 
turn and will not issue from a new one until the vat previously opened is 
emptied. The interval between the first and last turns is about 3 weeks. 

Dr, Potoell.—Yon can hardly call that maturing. 

Mr. Procter.— h fixing the strength at 15 U. P, how is it advantageous to 
the consumer ? 


A.— He gets a stronger spirit. 

Mr, Procter.— Is that not a disadvantage ? 

A.— It depends on whether cheap foreign spirit is injurious. If it is 
injurious then it is a great disadvantage. If it is not injurious then there is a 
great advantage. 

Mr, ProoteT.—]s there any objection to fixing a weaker minimum? 

A.— Then on account of the lower price foreign liquor would compete with 
country liquor. 

Q.— Would foreign liquor that is reduced to 40 U, P. be more wholesome 
than country liquor ? 

A.— Absolutely it would be less intoxicating. I don’t think it would do 
any harm, . 

Q.—You don't know what are its effects on the man's constitution ? 

A -No. 


Dr, Powell,— Yon said some complained there was a burning sensation ? 

A,— They considerably object to the burning of the throat, My own cook 
complaiMd bitterly to me the other day. At Christmas lime he went to indulge 
in i me Pale Brandy and he felt very bad as an after efiect. He then came to 

me and complained and asked if I could not take the shop-keeper’s license 
away, I said he was foolish to buy such liquor. These are the sort of examples 
thatcome to mem the course of my work. Probably what one man would 
consider burning another man may not, 

A.— Yes, 
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■ Mh Bahddur Seklwd.—'^s.i do you call brandy ? 

' A.~If anything is not real brandy I should call it spirit, duty paid spirit, 
I should not call spirit flavoured with esseucos brandy. 

Bio BahMtir Seldmd.—Eon would you prevent the exporter' from 
calling it brandy? 

A.— That is ior the Chemical Analyser to suggest, 

iJr.PowcK.— Most of the brandies that are drunk are mainly silent spirit 
mixed with a certain proportion of essences. I mean most of the brandy that is 
drunk even in higher circles and in clubs and messes and hotels, 

A,— So I am told. 

Pr.Potceli.— Ton could not proMblt them from being called brandies? 
Where would you draw the line if you cannot detect the base here ? 

A,— The exporter can well define what is brandy or whisky. 

Dft Bowellr-Wo all know what they ought to be. 

A.— There are British brandies which are really fortified spirits flavoured 
with essences, 

Df. Bouell—k great proportion of brandies that are sold ly big merchants 
are admitted to be silent spirit, with a certain proportion of brandy mixed 
with them, 

A.— Tes, but they are not the cheap spirits I am referring to. 

Bf. Boaell—Bo, but where would yon draw the line to exclude them ? 

. A,— I should make it a matter of price and draw the line at Bs. 2 a bottle. 
I should insist upon cheap spirit being bottled in 8-dram bottles. At present 
you have the liquor in bottles that are rarely of 8 drams. They are often only 7, 
Some of them are 7| and some 7^, If the manufacturer is tied down to one 
size of bottles he would give bottles of the requisite 'Size. I have no idea of 
the comparative sizes of the bottles of Bass's beer and Filsener's beer. ' 

■ dr, PoiocK.— How would you tie them to fixed sizes? 

A,—If it was stated in the license that the license-holder has to sell in 
bottles of a certain measure, ho would be tied down to the specified sizes. , 




{Oviline of the evidence of Mr, 7, Xavier, Excise Inspector, 
Poona CHtj and Gantomnent,} ' 


No. ?09 OF 1909. 

18lh January 1909'. 


To 

The OOMlIISSIONBa of OII3TO.\I8,SALT,OPI1JM miSUM, 


Sir, 

In reply to your memorandtim No. 7692, dated Slat ultimo, I have the 
honour to submit a brief outline of the ovidonce 1 am prepared to give before 
the Committee. 

1. The ports from which spirits defined aa brandy, whiaky, etc., actually 
manufactured and impcrtcd into Bombay either direct in casks, are from 
Hamburg and other German apd Butch ports, or from thecce to some port in 
England or Scotland, where it' is bottled, and fictitious and imaginary labels put 
on. These consignments are then imported into Bombay. Without difficulty 
these spurious stulfs are made to compete with higher classes of English and 
Erenoh brands. 

. 2. Most of these spirits are consumed in Bombay but a certain amount is 
osportod to the Central Provinces and Hyderabad (Deccan) ; and a small quantity 
also is sent to Madras. 

5. The bases (materials) used for the manufacture of these brands is beet* 
root deposits, i, e,, at first sugar is manufactured out of beet-root and from the 
useless defKisits spirit is extracted, varies from 10 to 600, P. which when 
diluted and mixed with certain other ingredient essences, goes under the name 
of whisky, brandy or rum. 

Spirits, wo learn, are also manufactured from potato feoula and barley and 
other grains, unfit for human consumption. 

4. Brandy manufactured as explained above is in my opinion unwholesome ; 
as good brandy can only be manufactured from distilled wines; whereas now 
the Indian market is flooded with imitation brandies mnnufactnred from beet-root ‘ 
or other grain. The aroma and colour are in some cases due to the 
distillers of these cheap brands adding volatile products. In some cases, 
distillers purohaso proof (or silent) spirit and mix it with the refuse of wine 
(port) adding water and extracting a spirit which they foist on the public as 
brandy. .Whisky is a spirit first introduced by the Scotch distilled from grains. 
At tho present period whisky is also manufaoburod from potatoes and barley. 

I am of opinion that whisky manufactured from potatoes is not good and 
wholesome like that manufactured from grains as only the fecula of potatoes' 
ore used. 

• 5. Eegarding the Sth query, it is believed that n scientific knowledge of 
appliances from laboratories, is brought to bear, which imparts tho required 
artificial appearauee and colour, and removes any obnoxious odours. I am not ' 
aware of chemicals used, but there is no doubt that they tend to disguise the 
smell. lu place of obomicals, ordinary bottlers (who receive spirits in bulk and - 
spirits over proof) use burnt sugar, caramal colour sold by Bortio Smith and ' 
Stephen and flowels of Bombay. ' 

6. Whether tho chomioals used for disguising the smell and clonring liquor 

are unwholesome— I am not in a position to slate; tho burnt sugar used is not 
uuwholosomo, - 

7. Pure rectified spirit is consumed in Bombay ns well as in the mofussil, 
commonly sold as tariff paid rum, In Bombay the' strength varies from IB 
to 8B 13'. P. and in the mofussil at 16 U.P. Tho priecs of those spirits vary 
Bcoordiiig to tho name and label from Ba, 12 'to Es. 15 per -dozen bottles. 
.(Byonedozon bottles I mean one and throe-fourths of a gallon.) I do not 
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know of any appreombledittoronoe, between tlio wbolesale and retail prices in 

Bombay but in Poona they are sold afi Es. 18 and 19 per dozen, 

8 To tbe best of my knowledge and belief, metbylatod spirit and 

denatured spirits, are never drank in Bombay or in tlio mofussil; consequently 
no restrictions are necessary. 

9. To save freight tbe foreign spirits are imported ' into Bombay at high 
strength, and in a raw condition and necessarily water is added to them as also 

some chemicals or burnt sugar to remove their impurities and give the proper 

colour. Copper sulphate or blue stone is also used to settle the sediment. The 
casks are then allowed to stand for sometime and then bottled and put out for 
sale, 

10. Tbe mofussil license retail holders are supplied by Bombay wholesale 
license dealers, who are also retail vendors in Bombriy. 

Tbe following three firms, Messrs, Treacher and Co., Oiirsetjeo and Sons, 
Messrs, Phillips and Co. in Poona get th. ir spirits in bulk and bottle the same. 
The first two mentioned firms, though ihcy get thoir spirits in bulk, do not 
colour or compound the same, they only add ordinary water to reduce the 
strength. Messrs. Pliillips and Co. is tho only firm that iidd distillod water to 
reduce tho strength of tho spirits brought by them, 

11. The wholesale ns well as tho retail prices in Bomb.ay vary .according 
to the name, strength and label; from Bs, 12-8-0 to Us. 20 per dozen, each dozen 
bottles equivalent td one and tbree-fourtlis of a gallon, Tho labels play a very 
significant part as far as the prices are concerned, for in tho imagination of the 
poor ignorant buyers, a plain label moans an inforior stuff, .aud coiisoqucnlly all 
sorts of fictitious labels, imaginary exporting bouses, spurious analytical 
certificates carefully worded so ns to escape punishment, but at tho sauio time, 
to impose upon tho ignorant purchasors, and similar other devices are resorted 
to. I have seen price lists of European firms publicly undertaking to put on 
labels of buyer’s own choosing, provided he takes at least 25 casks. 

12. In Bombay from 15 to 35 U. P., in the mofussil 15 U. P. only. The 
labels under which these brands are chiefly sold are:— 

I,— Fine Pale Brandy. II— Fine Piile Foreign' Brandy, Sp, Ilatobet 

and Company. Ill,— Yini Galle and Company, 3 aud 4 stars. lY.— Old 

Brandy, Swan Brand, etc, 

13. It is very seldom that liquors bottled in Bombay and severiil brands 
imported direct are of eight drams. But for its size, it would be impossible to 
offer it at the present rates. The firms who bottle in Bombtiy have gone so far 
as to use bottles seven of which will not make a gallon, flasks fourteen of which 
will be sufficient to hold a gallon. 

14. Yery often these labels originate in tbe imitation of those of some 
well-known brand, sometimes bistorical personages, crowned heads and notable 
places and of famous authors, for example, Sir Walter Scott and others, and tho 
members of the Cabinet enjoy the unenviable distinction of shining on 'tiie 
bottle and captivating tbe publia 

15. These spirits are generally drunk by natives and tho middle class of* 
Europeans, vk, those drawing small salaries and unable to purchase superior 
brands. 


16, Prom the statistics and license fees it will be presumed that the 
consumption of these liquors is decreasing in the mirfussil and not increasing 
at the expense of country spirit. _ As owing to the increase of tax on foreign 
^int in the mofussil, the Poonaites in some cases send for tho monthly supplies 
from Bombay which can be bad at trademan’s rates. In such cases they have 
only to pay railway charges but the majority of persons getting their monthly 

they save railway 
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'Presidency, for. the liquors sold andpurchosed by the poorer and ignorant class 
of natives is rectified spirit diluted, well compounded and coloured to imitate 
brandies and whiskies, which are actually the extracts of refuse. The mowra 
spirit manufactured in India is more.jvholesome. Besides the Natives of India 
never water the country liquor. IVlien they take to foreign spirits according to 
their habit they never dilute them and the high strength consequently injures 
their health. 

18. I am of opinion that the present vague terms (made in France), (bottled 
in Scotland) (8 Im-de-vie) (Champagne Cognac) . (Pine old Scotch) are quite 
meaningless. A correct description should be disdnctly euforced. Fictitious 
names of firms, imaginary labels should not be allowed to be used, 

19. In 1905 the Government levied on motussil dealers the new assess- 
ment of license fees, vk., Es. 1-8-Oper dozen bottles of spirits. But up to the 

V present moment, it has not provided against loopholes which to a certain extent 
frustrate the object of the Government. The new tax in my opinion encouraged 
. dishonesty and people took advantage of it immediately. As in Bombay there 
■ is no difference between wholesale and retail prices, the tax levied in the mofussil 
is an additional fee, the public of the mofussil who can afford to purchase their 
month’s supply send them direct from Bombay and thereby get them free of tax. 
I know of instances of persons who club to get and get a case or two at a time, 
whereas a poor man who wants a pint or bottle and purchases it locally pays 
indirectly the license tax. 

As you know, Sir, there is nothing to prevent them from doing so. This 
distinction between the licensed vendors of Bombay and mofussil is o.xtremely 
objectionable for it throws allurements in their way and tries thoir honesty. 
Since my taking charge here, there has been one case of this kind where the 
licensee lost his license. This is not only a case of loss to licensees of the 
mofussil. It is not a question of conveuience of the public. It is a matter of 
legitimate loss of revenue to Government and gain to the wholesale dealers 
of Bombay and the rich public of the mofussil. With due deference, I would 
therefore beg to suggest that the functions of the importers and retail dealers 
should be separated. All foreign liquors should be stored in a bonded ware- 
house. Only a licensed dealer should be allowed to purchase liquors from them 5 
any spirit passing out should bo taxed at the present prescribed rates, ok, 
from a Bombay dealer Rs. 2 , for the mofas.sil Hs, 1-8-0. The delivery book 
should have triplicate passes one to be retained at the warehouse, one to he 
given to the owner and the thii'd sent to tho Collector of tho District to which 
the consignment has been sent. This in my opinion will prove beneficial not 
* only to the licensees of tho mofussil but also to the public, and let Government 
have their legitimate riglits. It will also prevent fraud. 

In conclusion 1 would beg to suggest in case tho above views are not 
approved' of, that the following additions to tho present license conditions be 
added as a further check on the foreign liquor licensees 

(а) No person holding lioenso shalll compound or bottle spirits, 
unless he holds separate lioense authorizing him to do so, 

( б ) The licensee is prohibited from bottling foreign spirits or 
fennentod liquors or rectifying or flompoundiog foreign spirits, purifying, 
colouring whole or flavouring, mixing any material therewith or addins 
water to reduce liquor brought in bulk (unless ho holds a separate license 
for (i) bottling, (ii) compounding, which are only issuable to holders of 

. wholesale licenses). 

(c) Every receptacle containing foreign spirits or foreign fermented 
liquor, manufaolured, coloured or compounded in India and received or 
kept for sale must be conspicuously lallelled or branded with tho words 
“ Foreign spirit or fermented liquor manufiictiired in India.” All foreign 
spirit or foreign fermented liquor imported in bulk and bottled, received 
or kept for sale must boar a printed label showing cloarly tho country of 
manufacture, tho name of the bottler as > entered in his license and place 
of bottling, 
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(i) The licensee Bball not change any label or in any way tamper 
with capsules of cask of any foreign spirit or fermented liquor not bottled 
by him, 

(e) All spirit and fermented liquor sold or kept for sale shall be bf 
good quality and unadulterated, nothing shall be added to them either to 
increase their intoxicating power or for any other purpose, 

{/) That all licensees be given a separate license for bottling and 
register their labels before placing them in the market, that no licensee 
can alSx two kinds of labels to any one cask he may be bottling from (or 
two different labels to one kind of liquor), 

(jn) No licensee shall absent himself for more than 15 days without 
appointing an agent with a power>of-attorney, Such agent shall not be 
appointed without permission and approval of the Collector of the District, 

(/i) That the liquors sold in foreign liquor shops be sold only in f 
bottles of eight drams each (6 of which make a gallon), 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant, 
v! N, XAVIBK, 

Excise Inspector, 

Poona City and Cantonment. 



Mvidenee of Mr, V, K Xavier, MiecUe mpector, Poona City and Cantonment. 

Examined by tbe Ghairm&n-*' 

A.— I have heard what Mr. Proctor said, Mora or less I agree with him, 
I would suggest that there should be a warehouse in Bombay and bottling 
should bo done in the warehouse in the presence of Excise ofBcers and that a 
fee of Bis. 2 per dozen should be charged for the same, If that is done the 
present prices of liquor would rise and spurious brands would die out naturally, 
I say that restrictions on bottling in Bombay, namely, that bottling should be 
done under Excise supernsiou, would cause the class of epurious brands to 
naturally die out. By spurious brands I mean brands that are not genuine, 

Q.— Can you gpve us any definition as to what should be called a genuine 
brandy and wW should not bo called a genuine brandy ? What is a spurious 
brandy? 

A.— Pine Pale Brandy is not a genuine brandy, because I don’t believe 
it has been manufactured of ^apes. Phillips’ and Treacher’s brandies are of 
higher brands. I have no spicial knowledge of wine business, but I remember 
once seeing an invoice for brandy sold here some 60 years ago, which came out 
to India and was sold at Bs. 70 per dozen. It was taken to the mofussil and was 
sold there at Bs, 120 per dozen. What I mean to say is if we take into 
consideration the low priced brandy that comes out here, which includes the 
duty and other charges like freight, and compare that price with the price of 
this brandy of 60 years ago, the present stuB must be inferior, 

Q.— If the chemists say they cannot by analysis distinguish between a 
genuine brandy and one that is simply a silent spirit, how are you going to 
achieve the distinction which you want to effect by bottling restrictions, between 
the stuff which is to be allowed to be called brandy and the stuff which is not to 
be allowed to be called brandy ? Who is to decide it ? The Ohemied Analyser 
won’t. 

A.— An expert must be employed, 

Q.*>Are you going to depend on tbe taste of an expert ? 

A.— les. . 

Q.— Do you realise the difficulty is in getting definite results from the 
Chemical Laboratories? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Have you anjr recommendation about silent spirit? Have you any 
view about silent spirit being more unwholesome than genuine whisky or 
brandy? 

A.— Beyond the recommendations made by Mr, Proctor I have nothing 
to add, ' ' 

Q.— Have you made any observations, in all your experience, as to the 
effects of this stuff on people? You must have seen plenty of people drinking 
foreign spirit and plenty of people drinking country spirit? Have you take n 
notice of any difference in the results of these two things ? 

' A.— I cannot say I have. I have not made a study of It, 

Q,— Do you say there is no drunkenness from foreign spirits in the mofussil ? 

A.— There is some drunkenness among the lower classes of people and the 
Goanese and Madrasees. 

Q.— Do you see open drunkenness among them ? 

A— You will not see them knocking about drunk. They buy their bottles 
of cheap liquor and they^ go to what they call their Ooort or Clubs. They take 
• tbe liquor there and drink it. I think there are two such clubs in Poona 
There are also Hindu clubs, . 

Q.— Are they genuine clubs and not public houses under another name ? 

A.-Ho, no liquor is sold there. The members buy their own liquor and 
■ take it to the clubs. The people who go to the clubs are all members 
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Q.— Do you keep a proper auporvlsion over them to eee that no non- 
raomber eyer goes there and is served ? 

A.— Outsiders can’t buy there. Members buy from the foreign liquor shop 
and go to the club and drink it there, They never drink the stuff diluted. 
They never dilute it. 

Q.— Have you never known of natives diluting foreign spirit ? 

A.-;WhenlBorvedin Bombay I had that experience that they never diluted. 
Ifot even foreign spirits are diluted by them. They always drink it neat, 

Q.— We are told that in Bombay they frequently dilute ? 

A.— I am talking of 16 years back. On the whole I have got 18 years’ 
experience in this Department. In all those 18 years the salo of foreign spirit 
has boon growing. There are some classes of people who are coming over from 
country spirit to foreign spirit. Those classes are Warattas and oven some 
Brithmins. I say that in early times it was a common thing for Brdhmins to 
drink country spirit. Lately they are taking to foreign spirits. There are 
dubs and eating-houses whore they take liquor. There arc eatmg-houses in 
Poona to which the Brdhmins go and take liquor with them. 

Q,— Are there any other high cMto natives d(5ing the same thing, such as 
Banias? 

A.— Banias in Poona are in very small numbers. 

Q.— Are the high class Hindus also large customers in shops for bottles? 

A.-*Somo are. Since the restriction on back doors they send their servants 
for foreign liquor or they take it away with them and drink. I have heard 
that the sale of bottles is increasing owing to people not drinking in shops. 
Consumption of foreign liquor is increasing throughout all classes. Many of 
these mofussil people club together and send for consignments from Bomky, 
or if a guest comes to them he is asked to bring n consignment with him. The 
statistics of shop sales in the mofussil are no guide whatever to actual consamp* 
tion. You must depend upon general statistics of import. 

J!fr. Procter.— Is it cheaper to buy from Bombay than to buy from a shop 
in Poona? 


A— When they get a case from Bombay they get it at wholesale price. 


dr. J)adachnji.—lo\i say in your written answer that provision should be 
made against certain loopholes. What are those loopholes? You say !'In 
1905 the Government levied on mofussil dealers the new assessment of license 
fee, vit., Hs. 1-8-0 per dozen of spirits. But up to the present moment it has 
not provided against certain loopholes which, to a certain extent, frustrate ^the 
object of the Government ” ? 


A.— If the liquors that are ordered from Bombay were bought in Poona 
the price would be higher owing to the license fees in Poona. The loophole is 
that people can send for consignments from Bombay and get them much cheaper. 
That is the only loophole. I cannot say whether there is any other. 
0/ioima».— How can you stop this particular loophole ? 

A— All foreign liquors should be stored in a bonded warehouse in Bombay. 
Only licensed dealer should be allowed to purchase liquors from bond. 
Any sphit passing out should be taxed at the present prescribed rates, cte., 
from a Bombay dealer Es. 2 per dozen and for the mofussfl Es. 1-8-0, The 
delivery book should have triplicate passes, one to be retained at the warehouse, 
one to be pyen to the owner and the third sent to the Collector of the District 


10 wnicn the consignment has been sent. Hone but Ucensed vendors should be 
auowea to remove liquor from the warehouse, 

Edo BahMur Setalmd,~kt present casks are allowed to be taken without 


, ^ j in liquor should take out a license ? 

andrt'iifl should be divided between bottlers and wholesale 

S divided from the sellers I don’t 

here would be any real good in restrictions on bottling. 
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■ • Q,— Tate the ease of Mr, Ootnrigar. His business, is that of an importer 
and also of a wholesale and retail dealer. . How could his business be divided ? . 

■ A.— If he has a wholesale license he should restrict himself only to that. 

Ohiumon.—h the alternative of a bottling warehouse what regulations 
do you propose? 

A.— I have suggested them^t length in the last paragraph of' my ’written 
statemelt. 

' Ote’mss.— What would you do in a concrete case of Mr. Oomrigar, who 
does three kinds of business ? He is an importer, he is a wholesale dealer and 
he is a retail dealer ? What would you do to his business under your regula* 
tiohs? ' ' ' • ■ 

‘ : A.— I would not let him have a retail shop. 

ilfr.' Procter.— Why not f 

A.— Because he would be able to bottle liquor of one strength for Bombay 
and of another strength for the mofussil. In his account*bookB he does not 
say he bottles so many dozen bottles for Bombay and so many dozen bottles for 
the mofussil, and there is no 'check oh his sending weak strength to the latter. 
We can never derive an accurate information from their bottling books. Ho 
regular account can ever be obtained from a bottler. If the bottling were done 
in a warehouse no doubt you could get accurate accounts. 

' Mf. Procter.— It it was done in his own warehouse under supervision ? 

A.— Unless we have our oufn inspector always present we cannot rely on 
the bottler. 

Ohairom— Ton mean bottling should be done only in prescribed places 
where an inspector can always be present ? 

■A.-YeB. ' 

Mr. Procter.— do you think that they should put the strength on the 
labels? 

A.— If they do it for the mofussil why should they not do it for Bombay? 
If there was one strength for the whole of India then there would be no necessity 
to mention the strength on labels. 

Pr.Poicett.— In answer to question 9 you say "Copper sulphate or blue 
Stone is also used to settle tbe sediments ” ? 

A.— That is simply to throw the sediments down. There is a certain 
' amount of sediment in the spirit, but not in silent spirit. 

Dr. Powell— Yon say in the same answer " Foreign spirits are imported into 
Bombay at high strength and in a raw condition and necessarily water is added 
to them as also some memicals or burnt sugar to remove their impurities and 
.give the proper colour,” Are yon aware that they are not allowed to ^add 
anything but burnt sugar? 

A.— I don't think there has been any restriction on bottling. 

Chairman.— TSnior the A'bkdri Act, it would be an offence to use chemicals. 
On what grounds you say they put in chemicals ? 

Ai— There are some chemicals used I believe. 

, Dr. PoiceW.— You say in the same answer copper sulphate is used to 
settle the sediments. . Have you ever, known of ooppor sulphate being used in 
Bombay? 

A.— I cannot personally say. It is only from hearsay. I know nothino' 
about it myself. “ 

Dr. Poice?/.— What chemicals you bow have been added in Bombay ? 

A.— I only bow of burnt sugar. 

Dr. PoioflK.— In the same answer you say "To remove their' impurities”. 
What are those impurities? . - , • 
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' A.~Bectified spirifi is qaiiio a pure spirit; witli onlj alcobl and water. 
Silent spirits have no colour, 

' Dr. PoHwZt— And praotioally iare no impurities ? 

A.-I0S. 

Dr. Then why do you say "To remoro tlioir impurities," if there 
are no impurities to remove ? 

A— I say from hearsay. I have no personal esperienoe. 

Dr. i^aMoq/ti'^Snlphate of copper is used as a coagulant ? 

A.— Tes. 

Dr. D<mell,—h. answer to question 17 yon say " I am of opinion that these 
liquofs are more deleterious to Natives of India than the country spirit manu- 
factured at the distilleries of this Presidency," Neutral spirit has simply burnt 
sugar and water added to it. How can it bo more deleterious ? 


Dr, Domll.—h not mowra liquor stronger f . 
A.— No, it'is weaker by 10 degrees, 


0/iair»w».— Both in Bombay and in the mof ussil ? 

A.— I was talking of the mofussil, 

Q.-po you know what is the highest strength at which alcohol can be 
swallowed r 


A.-I have once seen a man drink spirit' of 20 0. P. He drank it neat. 
He could got It down his throat The effect of it was that on finishine his 

work that mommg he did not come back to work in the evening. It was a 
fimail Qiumtitv. ” 


Jlfr. Proefer,— What were the effects the nest day ? 

the next day. Ho came back to work. He was 


MoBMinr touarf.-Ho you agree with Mr, Proctor 
petition between cheap foreign liquor and country liquor ? 

A.— I am for country liquor. 


as to the com* 
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leplUi of Mr. Byramjee Semjee,‘lAqmr Seller, Boom Qmtotmki , , 

■ ■ ■• ioqmtions'fdr'witnem. 

, 1. Bitter direct in casks from Germany to Bombay, or, from tbence to 
some port in Great Britain, irbence it is brought 'to Bombay so far as my inforr 
m'atioQgoes. 1 hare nerer imported thisdunng my business period 'of 32 
years. , , ■ , " ■ ■ - ' 

2, I do not know of tbisl 

3. So far as I bear, from refuse of beetroots, potato peels and cheapest 
grain. 

4 I do not know this. 

6. I do not know this. ' ■ , ; ' 

6. 1 do not know this. 

7. Pure rectified spirits when diluted is consumed both in Bombay and 
mofussil, and comparatively speaking, it is consumed more in the mofussil for 
the reason, that, there are certain spiced varieties of country liquor allowed to 
be sold in Bombay, which is not only drunk by the poor but by the middle 
classes with willingness, but similar spiced country liquor is not sold in the 
mofussil. 


8. I do not know of any instance of its being drunk. 

9. *To save freight, the spirit is imported into Bombay at over proof, and 
water is added to reduce it to the required strength, 

10. The mofussil license holders and the mofussil public receive their 
stock from the importer, who is in a few cases also a retail vendor, 

11. The wholesale as well as the retail prices in Bombay of the cheap 
brands vary according to strength, oh., Es. 12-8*0 for 40° B. P. and Rs. 15 to 
BrS. 15-8'0 for 16° 0. f. Bach dozen bottles is equivalent to Iff gallons. 

12. In Bombay from 30° to 40° H, P, and in the mofussil 15“ U. P. only, 
I think at least 20° U. P. is necessary to bring out the proper flavour. For the 
following reasons, a change is necessary:— 

(«) The Natives of India accustomed to drink country liquor^ as received 
from the seller never put water in it for there is a belief amongst the natives 
who use the cheap foreign liquor, that diluted liquor causes paralysis, and when 
they take to foreign cheap liquor according to their habit, they never dilute it. 
Howsoever good the stu’G may be the high strength of spirit must tell upon 
their health. 

(i) The mofussil public ignor,nnt of the difference in strength got their stock 
from Bombay, beoause it comes much cheaper and thus evade the local license 
tas, which they would have to pay, if the purchase was made from a local 
dealer. 

, 13. It is seldom that the liquor in question comes in bottles of 8 drams, 
and lilt ,for this small size bottles, it would be impossible for the bottlers to 
offer it at the present rates. The ordinary bottle containing a lesser quantity 
than 8 drams is sold in the mofussil from Bs, 1-8-0 to 1-9-0 per bottle. 

14. The brandies are sold under the labels of Fine Pale Brandy ”, “ Jules 
Alfred & Co.’s Fine Pale Brandy,” etc., etc., and the rum under the label of 
" Tariff duty paid Foreign Ruin.” 

' 16. Those spirits {ire drunk by the poor , and the lower middle classes of 
natives, etc.', namely, persons whose monthly income ranges between Rs, 25 to 00. 

16. ^Qn account of the increase in' the import duty and the local license 
tax, the consumption of this che-ip spirit, when taken as a whole, is increasing 
at the expense of superior Europe liquor. 

B 677-80 



17. As stated above in ansivor to question 12 tie undiluted spirit at 16® U. P 
wlen compared witl country liquor at 25" U. P. niUBt_ naturally be injurious. 
Country spirit is more wlolesomo tlan cheap foreign spirit, 

18. I cannot answer this, 

19. In Bombay there is no difference in rate between the retail 'and the 
wholesale prices and consequentlya poor man, who requires a pint or a quart at a 
time purchases it from a local shopkeeper and thus pays the required license 
tar, whilst a rich man who requires sir bottles and over gets them from Bombay 
and thus evades the license tax, nay oven those who require 3 bottles each chib, 
together and get a dozen bottles from Bombay without the payment of the local 
license tax. This absence of distinction between the shopkeepers and the 
public is extremely objectionable. Any and every mofussil licensee, established 
,clubs, messes and Army Bistitutcs must be exempted from the local license tax 
of Bombay. 



Imports are usually as follows 

1. Biindy from France, wliisky from Holland, and olieap spirits from 
Hamburg. In the mofussil, we also get in Bombay bottles of brandy, whisky 
and rum and also Old Tom locally bottled from hogshead. 

2. From ray experience I am able to state these cheap brands of spirits 
are sold not only in Bombay, but throughout the Bombay Presidency and other 
Presidencies, 

3. Country spirit in India .is manufactured chiefly from mowra, dates, 
toddy and jagri, 

4 The after-effects of taking spirits manufactured either from dates or 
from jagri appear to cause a beaty sensation into the system, while that of from 
toddy or mowra is not so, and is preferable to consumers, 

6. To the best of knowledge and belief cheap spirits are mixed with 
different kinds of essences and named after them, 

6. It depends upon the quality of essences used. Most cheap essences are 
more or leas iniurions. 

7. I have not known of purs rectified spirit being consumed in the mofussil, 
but in Bombay it is drunk by diluting water in it. 

8. Ho. 

9. Hot known. 

10. In most cases the importers are retail vendors and they supply the 
mofussil customers who open an account with them, and the goods are sent on 
indent either by goods or by passenger trains as the demand requires. 

11. Wholesale prices of spirits are as below !-- 

Vide Appendix Ho. 1 

12. With the exception of T. 0. B, whisky by Phipson which is about, 

lO H. P. the rest are all between U and 15 U. P. ’ 

13. Prices of principal brands at which retailed in the mofussil are as 
follows 


Vide Appendix Ho, 1, 

14 From enquiries I have learnt that spirits which are bottled in Bombay 
obtain their labels and capsules from the firms who send their consignment and 
they are labelled by them here. But those brands which are bottled in Europe 
, come with labels from there, 

15. In the mofussil the superior brands of liquors are drunk by Euro> 
peans and educated Hatives, while the inferior brands, chiefly brandy, rum 
and old-tom, by "Kunbis,” “Sonars,” “Weavers”, dyers and labourers in 
general. 

16. The increase of consumption of cheap spirits depends chiefly on the 
crops and the financial conditions of the ryots. It is also consumed by them 
on festival occasions and .marriage ceremonies. - From my experience I can state 
that natives who consume cheap spirits do so more as a matter of pride in 
treating their friends and guests, and this is done only when their purse is full. 
What they look to is cheap “Bilaitidaroo” in’espeotive of quality, I do not 
think the country spirits sufler materially on account of this in any way. 

17. Natives who drink superior brauds of liquors are the wealthy and 

edneated class, to them English liquor is not injurious as they do not as a rule 
indulge in country spirits ; but the poorer class who drink it, /drink country 
spirits usually and to them it may prove deleterious if taken' in /large quantities 
or habitually drunk. - / 
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18. It would be advisable to Imvo proper labels put on tlie brands to 
prevent frauds being practised on shoplicepors in the mofussil. Consumers of 
cheap spirits arc drawn by fancy labels and other outward shows of the bottle, 
for they are an illiterate ISt and are usually guided by the shopkeeper’s opinion. 

19, I would suggest as a cheek to prevent fraud being practised by some 
shopkeepers who try to defraud Government revenue by showing false (low) 
sales to introduco a system by which the shopkeepers’ monthly indent can be 
checked with the railway receipts, and by forw.irdlng tho firm's duplicate 
invoice. At present this is not done and therefore the inspecting officers have 
no means whereby to ascertain what tho actual receipts during the month of the 
shop were. It would bo no sccrat to state that somo unscrupulous shop* 
beepers do practise fraud in this respect by showing less sales than that actually 
take place, and it is difficult, nay impossible, to detect it unless those facilities 
are given to the officers named above. 
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Wholmh av3 ntail prices oflrati). 


■ 


» 

PerdiBsn. 

Va iclsil. 

• 1 

Brindj; Jolin EsehaVs No. 1 ... 



Bs. a. 
44 4 

■’o 

Bs. n. 
4 2 

'1' 

» )i ti No, 2 , ‘ 

• •• 

IM 

88 8 

0 

214 

0 

„ James Hennessy & Oo., 8 stars 

Ilf 

III 

44 4 

0 

' 4 2 

0 

It It 11 » ’ 2 1, 


IM 

42 4 

0 

814 

0 

II ' II >1 , II ^ M 


III 

87 4 

0 

3 8 

0 

,, Oudor, Palmer & Oo., 8 „ 


Ml 

39 4 

0 

312 

0 

If Eeeluve ... ... 


III 

27 8 

0 

2 12 

0 

]i A. Marret & Oo., 3 stars 


all 

23 8 

0 

2 6 

0 

„ Pinet Osstillion & Oo., 3 stars 

IM 

III 

28 0 

0 

2 12 

0 

„ J. Dennis Henry Honi 


a» 

29 8 

0 

2 14 

0 

„ George Alfred ... 


, • ... 

2012 

0 

2 2 

0 

,', Oommandon 

1*1 


28 0 

0 

2 6 

0 

„ r. Dessondier & Co. ... 

*•1 

Ml 

22 0 

0 

2 4 

0 

„ P. H. Browns Camel, 3 Stars ... 



21 0 

0 

2 2 

0 

„ Fioo Pale ... ... 

III 

III 

15 8 

0 

112 

0 

Whisky, Napier Johnston ... ... 


•a* 

81 0 

0 

8 0 

0 

„ Cutler Palmer, dot bottle, speoiol blend 


«•« 

26 0 

0 

2 10 

0 

„ Fhipson, V.O. B. ... 

„ Lawson’s Liquor Whisky Decanters 


III 

28 0 

0 

2 12 

0 

Ml 

III 

42 0 

0 

4 0 

0 

„ Eidd & Shsdbold ... 


Ml 

82 0 

0 

8 2 

0 

„ Carlton 11 years old ... * 


III 

84 0 

0 

8 4 

0 

„ Bnchenan’s Blank & White ... 

Ml 

III 

31 8 

0 

8 2 

0 

„ Hnntly blend ... ... , 

Ml 

III 

22 12 

0 

2 6 

0 

„ Hug & Haig 3 Stars Scotch Whisky 


ail 

28 8 

0 

2 10 

0 

„ John Haig & Co. Whisky ... 

Ml 


28 8 

0 

212 

0 

„ Canadian Club, 10 years old ... 


III 

31 0 

0 

3 0 

0 

„ Phipson Dclmore 


Ml 

81 0 

0 

3 4 

0 

Bum Bombay battled mm, 15 H.P. ... 

IM 

•aa 

15 0 

0 

110 

0 

Old Tom, Boor and hone, 15 H.P. 

Barnard’s Old Tom, 15 H.P, ... 

IM 

III 

21 4 

0 

2 4 

0 

IM 

aai 

19 0 

0 

2 0 

0 
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hixtTi day, Tkrsday, January 28tli, 1909. 

20 - 

Mimce of Ur- Jehngir Gam^i Mnkdam, Skoplceeper, UMUa, 

Ssamined by the Chairman.— 

Q.— Do you Bell foreign liquor in Bhulia ? 

A.-Yes. I Bell it retail. I sell retail-off in hottlea for consumption off the 
premises. I have tlie right to sell for use on the premises. There is a clause 
in my license to the effect that I can sell to respectable persons for consump. 
tion on the premises. 

Q.— How do you sell chiefly— in bottles or for consumption in the shop ? 

A.— In bottles and pints. Very few people come to drink in the shop, 

About 6 or 6 come daily to drink on the premises. 

Q.— What sort of people are they ? 

A.— ilespectabla people, mostly Hindus. Mahomedans don’t drink. Some 
of the people who come to drink in the shop are Hindus of high class. 

Q.— Have you got a private room for them ? 

Ar-Tes, but not quite private. There is a separate room in the shop. 

Ur. Uadaelmji.—Go they come in by the main entrance ? 

A.— Yes. Even the respectable Hindus come in by the main entrance, 

0/ioj>)»a».— When they sit to drink they cannot be seen by other people ? 

A.— No. They sit behind a partition where they cannot be seen from the • 
road. These people drink whisky or brandy. They take Fine Pale Brandy. 

They don't mix it with ivater. They drink it neat. Only 2 per cent, dilute the 
spirit with soda water : all others drink it neat, I have been carrying on this 
shop for 4 years. The sale of spirits is increasing. The sale of the inferior 
qualities is increasing, I import my liquor from Bombay from Messrs. IJmri- 
gar and Baria. I import all in bottles. Most of the liquor I import from them 
is bottled by themselves ; some part of it is Burope-bottled. It is shown on the 
labels as " Bottled by TJmrigar ” or “ Bottled by Baria.” / 

Q.— Why do you get some liquor bottled in Europe and some in Bombay? 

Do your customers distinguish between the two things ? 

A.— Some people ask for the stuff bottled in Europe, The liquor bottjed 
in Europe is more expensive. A quart of European bottled liquor costs from 
Es. 2-12-0 to Es. 3, 

Ur. Udachanji-^Eow do you sell a bottle of Bxshaw No. 2 ? 

A.— At Es. 2-12-0 per bottle. 

OAatmKMJ.— Do you got any Grerman spirit bottled in Europe ? 

A— No, It is only the better kinds of European spirits that I get bottled 
from Europe. The cheap spirits are all bottled in Bombay, 


Q.— What class of persons mostly buy your bottles ? 

A.— Sonars, _ The lower and middle class people chiefly buy bottles from 
my shop, The higher castes don’t come to my shop. Their servants come. 

, Q.~-In these four years have you noticed that any people that used to 
armlr country spirit are now drinking foreign spii-it ? 

A.— I cannot say. 


-wnat 18 your license fee ? 


mv feaiS' It r” 150. When the rate was raised 

sales thpT roflnnoa ^ 1 “7 sccount 

there. ^ ^ ^ Dhuha. There is another foreign liquor shopkeeper 
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. Q,— In consequence of your fee had you to raise the prices of y6ur liquors? 

A.— I raised 2 annas per bottle. 

Dr. Dadaolmji.—'Shii you got compensation for your high fee ? 

A— I have lost i the compensation on account of the competition. On 
account of competition there is not much profit. As there is another shop in 
the neighbourhood competition cannot allov? ns to raise our prices. I cannot 
raise my prices by more than 2 annas because of the competition from another 
shopkeeper, The other shopkeeper pays Es. 240 ns his fee. I cannot say that 
be pays this small sum because he does a smaller business than I do. 

'Q.— Do you say he keeps false accounts ? 

A— No. 

Edo Bahddiir Setalioad,—Do you think people keep false accounts in order 
to cheat the Abkiri people ? 

A— It is possible. 

Dr. Dadaolianji.—'Do you sell port wine ? 

A,— I sell about two bottles of port per month. That is not bottled by 
Mr, Baria. It is bottled by Messrs. Phipson and Company, I sell some port 
wine of good quality TThich is not bottled in Bombay. 

Dr. Dadachanji,— Yon Siiy in your written statement that some country 
liquor is made from “ goor ” and dates ? 

A— I have heard so. 

Dr. Dadaohmji.—la it worse than toddy and mhowrn spirit ? 

A— Yes. It is “ akro,” “ karak ” (strong, ardent). 

Dr, Dadaelianji.-^Yon say cheap essences are injurious. ¥hal do you 
mean? 

A— Considering the price of the liquor they must be injurious. I am 
speaking of foreign liquor. 

■ Dr! PoroeZf,— Have you knowledge of any essences ? 

A.— Yes, they come to Bombay, 

Oliairmn.— Do essences come to Bombay ? 

A.— Yes. I have heard they come to Bombay. 

Chairman.— Do you believe that ? 

A,— I cannot eay. I hare heard that essences are imported in Bombay, 
I am not certain about it. 

■ Q.— Have you heard it from such a source that it leads you to believe that 
they are used in Bombay ? 

A.— I made enquiries and I heard that some Bombay ’people import them 
and mix them with spirit. 

Q,--ThiB Pine Pale Brandy that comes here is supposed to be dilute spirit 
coloured with burnt sugar ; has it got any essence in it ? 

A.— Maybe; because it has got the smell of essences; it has sot sood 
flavour (“ vas ”). 

I Q.— Do you drink it ? 

A.— B 0 . I don’t drink it, but people who drink it find it gives good taste. 
I have tasted it and found there is good flavour in it. 

il/r, 'Procter .— the taste different from that of burnt sugar ? • 

A.— It is a better taste than that of burnt sugar. I think burnt sugar 
gives oolour to the liquor, but there is something else in the taste that shows 
that something has been put in the liquor that gives it a distinct flavour. 

Dr, PoweZZ.T'Do.you think good flavour is injurious ? You say they are 
importing essences; are .these essences injurious to health ? 

A.— If they are real essences theyaro not injurious; if they are cheap 
essences they are injurious. The very cheapness of the spirit leads to the 



snspiolon tliat the essences are un>?hole30ine. Essences used for cheap spirits 
are unwholesome. I have heard about essences. 

CUifmn.—Em you heard what essences are made use of ? 

A,— I have heard they use brandy essence. I don’t know its composifioa, 
It is used in the manufacture of fine Pale Brandy, ^ 

dr. dadaGhanji.—Yo\L say in your statement that people drink spirit of 
whatever quality provided it is English liquor ? 

A.— les. On holidays and when they make more money they treat their 
friends with “Yiliyati daru” (European liquor) rather tkn with country 
liquor, because it is “karak” (strong) and they drink it neat, undiluted. It 
is stronger and more ardent than country spirit. That is why they driak it, 

Qltairmm.— Yon say the sale of these spirits is increasing gradually; does 
that affect the sale of country liquor f 

A.— No, 

Q.— fs there a great difference in the prices of foreign liquor and country 
liquor in Dhulia ? 

A.— Yes, 

Q.— Is foreign liquor much dearer ? 

A.— The cheapest bottle of country liquor bottle costs 11 annas 8 pies, and 
the cheapest bottle of foreign spirit costs Es, MO-0, 

Dr. dadaclmji—Yovi say false accounts are kept about sales. What do 
you mean by false accounts ? 

L'-ls&j shopkeepers’ accounts should be checked with railway receipts and • 
invoices. The sales they report should be checked by the railwoy receipts 
for the consignments. 

Rdo Bahddnr Sddmd.—OnQ man may drink weak oountij liquor and 
enotber weak foreign liquor ; which is most injurious ? 

A.— I cannot say whether the evil effects of cheap foreign liquor are worse 
than those of country liquor. The evil effects depend upon the quantity the 
man imbibes, 

_ I don’t know if there is any other adulteration in the cheap foreign liquor 
besides the essences. Cheap essences are injurious. I don’t know if they add 
sour claret to port, 

Clmrmn,—do superior liquors come in short-sized bottles lib the cheap 
ones? 

A.— Yes, There is a differenoe of IJ or 1^- drams in the sizes of .bottles 
of superior brands, 

Soo BaMiur Sefttiioad, — ^Do yon think that on the labels the mode of. 
manufacture should be mentioned in the vernacular of the district in which the 
spirit is sold? 

A,— That won’t make any difference to the purchasers, because they don’t 
go by labels. 

Mr, Procter.— "WM do they go by ? 

A.- -They merely go by tbe names of brandy, whisky and rum. 



245 


0eplies of Mr, Ardeahir E. Laly ahop-heper, Na&h, to 
ori 


To 


The Honouemie Mr. A. C. LOQAIf, L C, S., 

, Gommissioner oE Customs, Salt, Opium and Abkari, 

Bomba;^. 


Respected Sir, 

Acknowledging receipt of your Mo, 7693, dated 31st December 1903, 1 have 
tbe honour to reply to the questions therein put forth as under 

1. I am unable to answer this question as I am not importing spirits direct. 

2. Most of the spirit is consumed in this Presidency and the Native States. 

3 to 6. I am sorry I can’t answer these questions as I have no personal 
experience of the method of manufacturing in Europe, 

7. As far as I know rectified spirit is not used (like other wines) for 
drinking purposes at all in the mofussil. 

8. Methylated spirit is never used for drinking purposes. 

9. I am not aware personally. 

I 

10. As far as I know mofussil vendors are generally supplied by wholesale 
vendors in Bombay, 

11. The wholesale prices of the prinripal brands in Bombay are as per 
list attached Eo. 1. 

12. The spirits sold in the mofussil vary from 12 to 15 utfder proof. 

13. The retail prices of the principal brands in mofussil are aa per list 
attached No. 2. 

All the bottles are not of 8 drams. 

14. The liquors are sold under many difierent kinds of labels which are 
originated by the manufacturers themselves ; but I am unable to say how they 
are originated. 

15. In the mofussil the principal brands are drunk by Europeans, Farsees 
and partly by educated class of natives, while the inferior brandy and rum 
bottled in Bombay are used by poor class of natives. 

16. The consumption of inferior brandy and rum is increased in the mo- 
fussil. In my humble opinion it is increased independently. It is mostly used 
by illiterate class of people as medicine, especially in the case of cough, plague 
' and cholera. 

17. I do not think they are more deleterious than the country liquor, 

• 18. I do not think that any correct description of foreign spirits should be 
required on the labels, but it would bo better if the strength of the spirit is 
described on the label. 

19. The present system of assessing the license fee on sales is, in my 
humble opinion, really a burden on poor class of people; because this extra fee 
of Es. 1-8-0 per dozen bottles combined with the licensee’s profits in the mofus- 
sil induces educated and well-to-do inen, individually or combined, to order their 
liquors direct from Bombay. 

I have the honour to be, 
Respected Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

' ‘ AEDBSHIR EDDLJEE LAL. 

BB77-G2 . 
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STATEMENT No. I. 

Shtoing tie wUkicle priees, of principal irmie, in Boinkp, 


Eb, a, p. 


Brandy, ExsWb No, I 

«•« 

For one doz. 

45 

0 

0 



quarts. 





Do. do. No. II 

«•« 

Ill 

Do. 

III 

29 

0 

0 

Do. Honecsy’a II 


III 

Do. 

«M 

44 

8 

0 

Do. H. Donis Mounio 


Ml 

Do. 

MP 

29 

8 

0 

Do. Tinct Caetilion & Go.*b * 

* Ht 

III 

Do, 

III 

28 

0 

0 

Do. Bisqoit Duloucbie & Go. 

••• 


Do. 

IIP 

27 12 

0 

Do. E. CuBinier'a, 25 years old 


III 

Da 

• M 

29 

8 

0 

Do. do, 11 do. 

»«• 

••• 

Do. 

III 

25 

8 

0 

Do. A. Maret & Co.’s * * 

* 

••• 

Do. 

••• 

24 

0 

0 

Do. Commadon & Go’s. * * 

* 

Ml 

Do. 

•M 

23 

0 

0 

Do. Qeorgo Alfred & Go. 


• •• 

Do. 

MP 

20 12 

0 . 

Do. F, Deseendicr & Co.'s 

••• 

•M 

Do. 

IPp 

22 

0 

0 

Do. F, H. Brown’s Camol 

•M 

Ml 

Do. 

Ikl 

21 

0 

0 

Do. Fino Pale Queen label 

**• 

l»l 

Do. 

PM 

15 

8 

la 

Do. Sp. Hatchet & Co.’s 

*•* 

III 

Do. 

III 

15 

8 

0 J Bembay, 

Whisky Carlton, 11 years old 

••• 

III 

•Da 

• »P 

36 

0 

0 

Do. Cookbntn & Campbell 


Ml 

Do, 

IM 

31 

0 

0 

l1o, John Jameson’s Irish 

»•» 

• M 

Do. 

III 

38 

0 

0 

Do. Napier Johnstone 


• •• 

Do. 

!»• 

31 

0 

0 

Do. Eidd & Shadholt 

• •• 

• PI 

Do. 

Ill 

32 

8 

0 

Do. Daniel Crawford’s 


Ml 

Do. 

• PI 

26 12 

0 

Do. Buchanon Blond Houso of Commons whisks. 






Black and V\ Into 


III 

Do. 

IM 

82 

0 

0 

Do. Andrew Usher’s Special Beserre 

• M 

Do, 

IM 

27 

0 

0 

Do. do. Glonlirot 

Ml 

Ml 

Do. 

III 

25 

0 

0 

Do. John Dewar Special Whisky 

III 

Do. 

Ml 

26 

8 

0 

Do. do. Extra Special 

•M 

Ml 

Do, 

Ml 

28 

8 

0 

Do. do. . White Label 

<•» 

IM 

Do. 

Ml 

35 

0 

0 

Do. Philip’s Club No. 2 


III 

Do, 

IPP 

37 12 

0 

Do. do. V. 0. B, 

III 

III 

Do. 

III 

28 

8 

0 

Do. Huntley Blend 

III 

!»• 

Do. 

III 

22 12 

0 

Do. John Haig & Co.’s Olenlivet 

••• 

Do. 

Ml 

28 

8 

u 

Do, J. & W. Hardie’a Antiquary 

IIP 

Do. 

III 

36 

0 

0 

Do. John Orabbie db Co.’s 

••• 

III 

Do. 

Ml 

21 

0 

0 

Gin, J. & J, Noilct Square 

tM 

«M 

Do. 

III 

29 

0 

0 

Do. Boord&Sons 


Ml 

Do. 

IM 

21 12 

0 

Old Tom, Board & Sons... 

Ml 

IM 

Do, 

III 

21 

8 

0 

Bum, Jamaica, J, Crabbie & Sons, gold label 

III 

Do. 


25 

8 

0 

Do. do. do. do. 

white label 

Ml 

Do. 

III 

23 

0 

0 

Do, Hatchet & Co.’s ... 

•II 

III 

Do. 

III 

20 

0 

0 

Do. Bombay bottled, No. 1 

... 

III 

Do. 

III 

15 

0 

0 

Port, Phipson’s Club ... 

•ti 

Ml 

Do, 

III 

40 

0 

0 

Do. Cutlcrend Palmer’s Invalid 

•PI 

III 

Do, 

Ml 

20 

8 

0 

Do. da Spanish 


III 

Do. 

• 1 

13 

8 

0 

Da Page & Sandeman’s Invalid 

Ml 

ItP 

Do. 

III 

21 

0 

0 

Do. Gilbey’s Spanish 

PM 

• M 

Do, 

• M 

12' 

0 

0 
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STATEUpT Ko. 

Be. & p. 


Claret, Flupeon'i Olob, No. 3 ... 

... Per one doz. 14 0 '(t 


([narte. 

Sherry do. Dinner 

... Do. ... Is 0 0 

Do. do. Clob ... 

... Do. ... 88 0 0 

Tennontli, French N. P. ... 

... Do. 18 8 0 

Ginger Wine, John Crahbie A Co,'s ... 

/ 

... Do, ... 14 8 0 

'^odein, PhipBon’s Glnh ... 

... Do. . 1 . 40 0 Q 

Ale, Ease's, Ball Dog Brand ... 

,.4 D& 5 0 0 

Do. Pilsiner, Beck & Co.'b, Bey Brand 

:.. Do, ... 5 6 0 

Stout, Quinnces’e, Bull Dog Brand ... 

.. Do, .., 5 6 0 
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A . 


.STATEL£ENTNo.ir. 


■ Shotting Ihi rekil prises ofihsfnneipal brsnkper iotile k the mfnssil. 

Name of Spirit— ■ 



11s. a. p, ' 

Brandy, EisWs No. I ... 


.For bottle ... 

4 2 0 

Do, do. No. 11 


Do, ... 

2 12 0 

Do, Hennessy's * * * 


. Do, „. 

4 2 0 

Do. H. Denia Mounio 

»/• 

Do. ... 

2 12 0 

Do. Pinei Caetilion & Co.’a ... 

*•* 

Do. ... 

2 10 0 

Do. Bisquit Duboachie Sc Co, 


Do. ... 

2 10 0 

Do, E. CoBmieriaj 25 years old ... 

b«» 

Do. ... 

2 12 0 

Do. do. 11 do. .„ 

•«4 

Do. ... 

2 8 0 

Do, A. Maret & Co.’s ***,.. 


Do. ... 

2 S 0 

Do, Commandoa & Co.'s * * * 


Do. ... 

2 4 0 

Do. George Alfred * * * ... 

••• 

Do. ... 

2 1 0 

Do. F, Desaendier & Co.'s ... 

*•* 

Do, ... 

2 2 0 

Do. F. H. Brown’s Camel 

•*( 

Do. 

2 2 0 

Do. Fine Pale Queen Brandy ... 

%*, 

Do, ... 

^ ® Bottled in 

Do. Sp, Hatchet & Co.’s 

*•* 

Do. ... 

1 9 Oj Eombaj. 

Whisty, Carlton 11 years old „. 

1*1 

Per bottle ... 

8 6 0 

Do, Oockbom & Campbell ... 


Do. ... 

8 0 0 

Do, John Jameson’s (Irish) ... 

•*» 

Do. ... 

3 2 0 

Do. Napier Johnstone 

*»• 

Do, ... 

2 14 0 

Do. Eidd and Shadbolt 

••• 

Do. 

3 ,.0 0 

Do. Daniel Crawford 

a** 

Do. 

28 0 

' Do, Buchanan Blend House of Commons 



Whisky, Black and White 

*•» 

Do. ... 

3 0 '0 

Do. Andrew Usher's Special Reserve 

«*• 

Do. ... 

2 9 0 

Do, do. GlenUret ... 


Do. .„ 

2 6 0 

Do. John Dewar Special Whisky 

*•» 

Do. 

2 10 0 

Do. do. Extra Special ... 

**• 

Do. ... 

2 12 0 

Do. do. White Label ... 


Do. ... 

3 4 0 

Do. Phipeon's Club No, 2 ... 

M* 

Do, ... 

3 8 0 

Do. do. T. 0. B. 


Do. ... 

2 10 0 

Do. Huntley Blend 


Do. ... 

2 4 0 

Do. John Haig &' Co's. Glenlivet 


Do. ... 

2 10 0 

Do, J. and W. Hardie'e Antiquary . 


Do. ... 

3 0 0 

Do, John Grabbie & Co.’s Scotch Whisky 


Do, ... 

2 2 0 

Gin, J. and J. Noilet ... ... 

••• 

Do. ... 

2 12 0 

' Do. Boord & Sons 

... 

Do. ... 

2 40 

Old Tom, Boord & Sons ... .„ 


Do. ... 

2 4 0 

, Hum, John Crabbie & Co.’s Jamaica Sum, gold 
label ... ... 

Do, ... 

2 8 0 

Do. John Crabbie & Co,’s Jamaica Bum, 'white 



labol (•! 

•«« 

Do. ... 

2 6 0 

Do. Hatchet & Co.’8' Jamaica ram... 


Do. ... 

2 0 0 

Do. Bombay bottled No. 1 

tte 

Do. ... 

1.8 6 

Port, Phipson’s Club ... ... 


^ * 

Do. lit 

S.12 0 

Do, Cutler & Palmer's Invalid ... 

••1 

Do. 

2 8 0 

Do, do, do.. Gpanieh ... 


. Do. ... 

1 fi 0 

Do. Pago and Sandeman’s Invalid 

••• 

Do- ... 

2 0 0 

Do. Gilbey’s Spanish ... 

!■» 

Do. • ... 

13 0 

8 577-63 
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STATEMENT No. XL-^ntimci 


De of Spirit— 



Bs. u. p. 

Ckot, Pbipson’s Club No, 2 


Per bottle.,. 

1 G 0 

Sherry, Phipson's Club No, 2 

•u 

Do. ... 

8 8 0 

Do, Cutler & Palmor'e Dinner 

t 

•*« 

Do, ... 

112 0 

Vermouth, Prench ... ... 


Do, .... 

1.8 0 

Gingerwino, Crnbbie & Oo.'a ... 

••• 

Do. ... 

1 8 0 

Madein, Fhipson ... ... 


Do. ... 

3 9 0 

Ale, Bass & Co.’s Bull Dog Brand ... ' 


Do. ... 

0 9 0 

Do. Pilsener, Beck & Co.’e 


Do, ... 

0 9 0 

Stout, Guinness’s (Bull Dog Grand} ... 


Do. ... 

0 9 0 
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No. 21. 

Bvidme cf Mr. Ardedr Mttlji Lai, a loreign Uqnop 
Shopkeeper at Ndsik, ■ 

Examined Ly'tlie Chairman. — 

Q,— You have a shop at Ndsik ? 

A.— Tes, It is a retail shop, and there is a clause allowing people to drink 
on the premises. 

Qi— Does anybody come to the shop to drink on the premises P 
A.— Seldom. They come to drink on the premises very seldom, Those 
who come to drink on the promises are generally respectable natives and 
Europeans. Hindus, Farsis and Europeans come to drink on the premises. 

Q.— What Hindus ? Brahmins and Banias ? 

A,— I cannot tell their castes, I cannot distinguish a Brahmin from a ' 
Parbhn, I don’t think more than 10 Farsis reside at Ndsik, They don't come 
to the shop to drink. They are Devldli gentlemen and they come to my shop 
when they come to visit Ndsik, There is another foreign liquor shop at Ndsik 
besides mine. I cannot say which is doing the largest business. 

Q —How long have you been doing this business in Ndsik ? 

A.— 21 years. ‘ 

Q.— What was your fee 21 years ago ? 

A.— About 4 years ago it was 160. 

, Q.— 21 years ago P 

A.— Since I came there I am paying 150, Before I came there was 
another licensee ; since I came I pay 150. 1 came 21 years ago. I pay 150 for 
il years. My business has largely increased in these 21 years. It may have 
been doubled, 

Q.— Why it is doubled P Is it because now people are coming to drink or 
is it because people are leaving country liquor and taking to foreign liquor P 
A.— Not like that; no new people are coming to drink, More people are 
drinking foreign spirits now than formerly. 

Q.— More natives P 
A.— Yes. 

Q.— You mean people who used to drink country spirit P 
A.— Yes, 

Q,— Do the lower classes that usually drink country liquor come to your 
shop P 

A,— They come sometimes when they require spirit for medicinal pur« 
poses, 

Q,— Do the lower classes only buy it for medicinal purposes or do they 
sometimes come to drink foreign spirits as a treat when they have got more 
money P - . 

A.-Ho. 

Q,— Has Mr. Clifford taken an account of your sales ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— (To Mr. Clifford who was in the room). . Have you got figures of sales 
or this witness’s shop p 

Mr, Olifford,-^! have got statistics for my three districts and not of 
separate shops. 

Q.— (To Mr. Ardeshir), Do you consider that 'your foreign spirit is as 
wholesome as country spirit ? , 

A,— Yes. 

Q.— Do you know anything about the way in which it is made P 
A.-NO. 
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Q.-I suppose nearly all tLe liquor you sell comes from Hamburg ? 
A.“-Tes. 

Q.— And that is all bottled in Bombay ? 

A.— Not all. 

Q.-A11 the obeap spirit? 

A.— Tes, everything I sell below Rs. 2 per bottle is bottled in Bombay by 
Messrs. Umrigar and Baria. 

Q,-Have you ever tasted that liqnor yourself ? 

A.— Not lately. I had tasted it sometimes before. 

Q,— Did you find it good? 

A.— I found it bad. 

Q.— Did you hear the last witness say he found that they import essences 
in Bombay to bo put in these spirits ? Do you think they do ? 

A.— I don’t know. 

Q.— ¥e are told the Fine Pole Brandy is merely made of spirits of wine 
coloured by burnt sugar and nothing else ; do you think there is anything else ? 

A.— I have never hoard of anything else besides that. I bow they colour 
it with burnt sugar. 

Dr. Dmll—Do you get any advertisements of essences ? 

A.— No, I have never seen an advertisement for essences, 

Mr, Procter —Do you know that brandy and rum are only made with 
rectified spirit and burnt sugar; is there no difference between them? 

A.— That is what I have heard. 

Mr, Drooler,— A k they just the same, this brandy and rum ? 

A.— I have not tasted both. There may be one anna difference in price 
per bottle between rum and Fine Pale Brandy, 

Mr. Procter.— li they are made with the same ingredients, they must be 
the same ? 

A.— I cannot say, 

Ckiman,—jQ\i don't know whether they differ in flavour ? 

A.-NO. 

Q.— Do you sell any wines ? 


Mr. Procter.— Timrs, Ontler, Palmer & Co.’s Spanish Port is sold at 
Rs. l-fl-O per bottle j is that good .? ’ 

A.-Te3. 

Mr, Procter.— la it really good ? 

A— I must think so. 

Ofmmm.—do you bow whether it is bottled in Bombay? 

A.— When they bottle here they put their own labels. 

Sdo DttUdur teftcad.— What is Gilbey’s Spanish Port Wine sold at ? 
A— I sell it at Es. 15 per dozen. I get it at Rs. 12 per dozen, 

Mr. Procter.— You sell it at Re, 1-3.0 per bottle ? 

A,— Yes. 

Rdo BaMdur Setalioad.— Do you think it is a good port ? 

A,“*Y6s, for ordinary purposes. By that I mean not for medical purposes. 
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(Refiliea if Mr. Framji Fomiyi Marfaiitt, thop-keeper, Mdlegaon, to 


To 


No. 106 OF 1903.09. 

t , 

Mdlegaon, l8lh January 1909, 

The Hohotoable Mb. A. 0, LOGAN, 1. 0. S., 

Commissioner of Customs, Balt, Opium and A'bkdri, 


Respected Sir, 

Acknowledging receipt of your No. ?693 of 1908, dated 31sC December 190S, 
I Lave the honour to reply to your questions therein put forth, as under 

1. As I am not importing the spirits direct I am unable to answer this 
question, 

2. Most of the spirits is consumed in' the Presidency. 

3 to 6. I am sony I can't answer these questions as I have no personal 
experience of the method of manufacture, 

7. There being no demand for the rectified spirit, I have no experience 
of that also. 

8. Methylated spirit is never used for drinking purposes. 

9. I am not aware personally. 

10. Mofussil vendors are generally supplied by wholesale vendors iu 
Bombay. 

11. The wholesale prices of the principal brands in Bombay are as per , 
list attached No. 1, 

12. The strength varies from 12° to 1B° under proof. 

13. The retail prices of the principal brands in the mofussil are as per list 
attached No. IL All the bottles are not of eight drams. 

14. The liquors arc sold under various kinds of labels which are originated 
by the manufacturers themselves. 

15. In the mofussil the principal brands are drunk by Europeans, Parsees, 
and the educated class of Natives. The inferior Brandy and Bnm bottled in 
Bombay are used by the poor. 

16. There has been no considerable increase in the consumption of these 
liquors iu the mofussil. 

17. These liquors are not more deleterious than the country liquor. 

18. N 0 other correct description of foreign spirits is required on the labels 
but it would be better if the strength of the spirit is indicated on the label.' 

19. The present system of assessing the license fees on sales is, in my 
humble opinion, really a burden on the poor class of people, because te extra 
fee of Ks, 1-8-0 per dozen bottles combined with the licensee’s profits in the 
mofussil induces educated and well-to-do men to order their liquors direct 

. from Bombay. 


I have the honour to be. 

Sir, ■ ; 

Your most obedient servant, 

ie., FRAMJI NOWROJI MARPATIA, 
Licensee, Europe Shop, Mdlegaon. 
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STATEMENT No. 1 


Skmg ik feholesctle prices ofpHneipal brands in Bombay. 
(Only ik prices of the brands demanded here are yim.) 


Koines of EpMti. 

Per 

lisle of price. 


Brandy i— Exsbaiv’s No, 1 

Ono Dozen 

Be. a. 
45 0 


„ Do, No. S ... 

Quarts. 
Do. ... 

29 0 


j, H. Benia Mounic ... 

Do. ... 

29 8 


j, Pinet Onstilion £ Co.'a * * * ... 

Do. ... 

28 0 


j, Biaquit Dulouchio & Go. ... 

„ P, Deeaondier & Co.'8 ... 

Do. ... 

27 12 


Do, ... 

22 0 


„ Fine Palo, Qiieon Label 

„ Sp. Ilatcbet £ Go.’a 

Do. ... 
Do. ... 

15 0 

16 0 

j- Bottled in Bombay. 

■Whisky Daniel Cmwiord’e ... 

Do. ... 

2G12 


„ Pbipson’a V. 0 B. 

Do. ... 

28 8 


„ Huntlv Blond 

Do. ... 

22 12 


„ John Grabble £ Co.’a „ 

Do. ... 

21 D 


„ Napier Johnstone 

Do. ... 

81 0 


Gin !-Booi'd£ Sons 

Dot II* 

21 12 


Old Tom !— Boord & Sma 

Do, ... 

21 8 


Bum i-Bombay Battled No. 1 ... 

Do. „. 

' 15 0 


Port !~Catlor Palmer’s Invalid 

Do, ... 

26 8 


1 ) Do, Spanish 

Do, ... 

13 8 

1 

„ Gilbey’s Spanish 

Do. ... 

12 0 


Termouthi-FronohN.P. 

Do. ... 

15 8 


Ginger Wine John Crabbio £ Ca’s ... 

Do. ... 

U 8 
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STATEMENT No. IL 


Brandy Exahaw No. 1 
„ BxsliawNo.^ ' ' 

; ,) > H. Denis Uounic .. 

„ PineiCaslilion 

„ Bisquit Dabonchie & Go. 

„ F. Desscndier ' . ' ■ 

„ Fine Pale, Qnocn Labd 

„ Sp, Hatchet '& Go.’s 

Whisky;— Daniel Crawford’s 
„ Phipson’s V. O.B. 

„ Huntley Blond 

,, John Grabble & Go.’s 


Gin Bdord & Sons 

Old Tom Board & Sons ... 

Bum:— Bombay Bottled, No. 1 

Port:— Cutler Paliner's Invalid 
„ Do. Spanish 
„ Gilboy’s Spanish 

Vonnouth:— Pwnoh 

Giogar Wins:— John Crabbio <5: Oo/s 



8 
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lo. 22. 

Imdence of Mr. Mmji Momoji Matfaiia, Lieenm tf Europe sli^ 
at Mdlegaou. 

Examined by the Chairman ^ 

I have a shop at Milegaon in the Ndaik District. It is a retail shop. I 
don’t bottle. People do not come to my shop to drink on the premises, Nobody 
comes to my shop to drink, My sales are solely in bottles. I don't sell any. 
thing except cheap foreign spirits, I only deal in them, 

. dr. Dadachanji.— don't yon sell any high class European spirits ? 

A.— Yes, I sell Hennessy’s brandy. I have very little sale of high-priced 
spirits. 

O/ifljVfliflfl.— What is the general price of your bottles ? 

A.— My prices are from Es. 1-8-0 per bottle upwards. My customers are 
Kunhis. I have got few customers besides Kunbis. They take spirits when 


Q,— Are any high class people among your customers ? 

A.— Some. They send their servants when they want to buy. 


Q.— What is your fee? 

A.— Es. 160. I have been doing this business for 21 or 22 years. For- 
merly my business was increasing ; now it is decreasing. 

Q.— When did the decrease b^in? 

A.— When the Military Camp was removed. My fee is increased since then. 
My fee used to be Es, 100 ; it is now increased to Es. 160. I sell no rectified 
dilute spirit. 

Q.— What brands do you mostly sell to Kunbis ? 

A.— Whisky, Beehive Brandy, Castillion Brandy and Bxshaw No, 1 and 2, 

I don't sell mostly of these to Kunbis, Mostly I sell them cheaper liquors. , 
Some people club together and order liquor direct from Bombay owiug to the 
increased license fees. Most of my sales are of bottles under Es. 2. 

Q.— You have got a spirit in your list called "Fine Pale Brandy, Queen 
Label" at Es. 1-8-0 per bottle ? Do you know where it is made ?' 

A.— I don’t know# 

dr. Where did you get it from ? 

A.— From Bombay, from Mr. Dmrigar. It is bottled by Mr, Umrigar. 

Q.— Is it made of dilute spirit and burnt sugar ? 

A.~I don't know, I don’t see it bottled. 

Q.— Don’t you make any enquiries as to what your liquors consist off 

A.— We order what we want from our place of business. We don’t go to 
Bombay, We order simply what brands we require, without asking questions 
about them. 

Q.— Have you heard that essences are put in liquor in Bombay to give it 
flavour? 

A,— I have no experience of that. ' 
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• No. W.K.-3917 OP 1908-09. 

From . ■ ■ 

0. CLIFFORD, Esquire, ' 

Excise Assistanii Collector, 

Kbaodesh and Ntlsik; 


The COMMISSIONER or A'BKA'RI, m CHAIRMAN op m 
COMMITTEE os CHEAP FOREION LIQHOB, BOMBAY. 

Camp Satdna, l3th January 1909. 


Sir, 

In reply to yonr No. 7691, dated 31st December 1909, 1 have the honour 
to give below an outline of the replies I propose to give to the questions which 
accompanied your letter above quoted. 

Qs. ], 2, S.'-I have no drst-band knowledge on these points. 

Q. 4.— My experienoe is confined to the manufacture of spirits from one 
base only— the Mhowra fliwer. My opinion can only be of use to you iu so far 
as it tends to corroborate that of a much more reliable authority,— Major 0. H. 
Bedford, D.’io.,LM.S.,. Director, Central Excise Laboratory. He states in his 
"Eeport on the Quality, Manufacture and Excise Control of Alcoholic Liquors 
in India" that the source of patent still spirit cannot be detected by chemical 
analysis when rectification has been efficient. A corollary to this would he 
that the nearer the process of distillation approaches complete rectification, the 
less is the quality of the spirit affected by the base from which it was derived. 

2. A patent still of the kind u,sed in Germany -imported from Germany, as 
a matter of fact— is at work at the Dhulia Distillery. This still has produced 
Mliowra spirit at a strength of 60° 0. P. Observation of the spirit at different 
strengths has deterininod that as the distilled strength of tbs spirit rises, so its 
distinctive properties derived from its base tend to disappear. As concentra- 
tion proceeds the spirit parts with its characteristic flavour and odour; its 
acidity decreases ; and tests have shown sneh ingredients as fusel-oil and fa^ 
fural diminish until ut 60° 0. P, they are practically absent. In short, distilla- 
tion at strengths of over 40° 0. P. means the elimination from the spirit of all 
ingredients, but absolute alcohol and certain volatile essouoes which are insepa^ 
able from it; and I have no doubt that if complete rectification could be 
achieved with the Dhulia still, the result would be a silent spirit nndistinguish- 
able from that produced from any of the bases which are reputed to be in use 
on the Gonlinent. I am of opinion, therefore, that when spirits are distilled at 
high strengths their quality is not affected by the base from which they, were 
manufactured. 

' I have no first-hand knowledge of what bases are used in the manufacture 
of cheap foreign spirits. 

♦ 

- Qs, 6, 6.— I am not acquainted with the processes referred to, 

Q, 7.— Pure rootified spirit is not drunk in Bast Khdndesh, West Khdndesh 
and Nd'sik districts. Bau-de-Oologne is not uncommonly consumed as an 
intoxicant.- I investigated cases of the kind in 19U6.' At the time prohibition 
'■ was in force among oortain castes in Ydwal, Savdn, Varaugaon and other places 
in East Khdndesh, and many members of these castes afraid to be seen at the 
liquor shops resorted to the use of Eau-de-Oolbgne, For a few months the- 
trade in inferior brands was brisk, Samples tested by mo.were 20° to 40° 0; P. 
in strength, acd sold at 5 and 6 annas per bottle,- 

- Q. 8.— Methylated and denatured spirits are not' drunk in East Khdndesh, 
HTcst Khdndesh and Ndsik'districtei 

'‘b 677-G6 ' ' 
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Q. S.-! liave no first-land bowledge on the point. Forsign spirits under- 
go no blending or other treatment in last Khdudesh, West KhiindeshandNasilc 
Districts. , , 

Q, 10.— Mofussil vendors purchase their requirements from urholesale dealers' 
in Bombay in cases of 1 dozen and 2 dozen bottles. 

Qs. 1 1 & 12.|— Spirits are not permitted to be sold in the mofussil at a strength 
less than 16' D. P. The strength of the spirits sold at the shops in Bast 
Ehandesb, West Bhaudesh and Hasik varies from lo' to 15' U. F. 


, > Q, 13,— Brandy :— 
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_ 14. I shall inspect the labels at the shops before coming to Bombay tb 
avoid error and shall be prepared with an accurate description of them, 

15, The cheaper sorts of brandy, rum, Gin and old Tom are chiefly 
patronised by Kunbis, Mails, Gujars, Sutdrs, Shimpis, Sondrs, Bhanjaras and 
Bhils; the more espenaive brands 1^ pleaders, clerks, Government servants, 
and well-to-do Brdhmins and Hindus. 


16. 


r --v.v.6-„y...,smMBCJi.Danae5d, westJlnanaes 

and Ndsik is not wide-spread ; has not essumed serious proportions anywhere i 
'the 3 districts; shows a tendency to iuorease ; does not affect the consumptio 
of country spirits, 

■ ' Please see also paragraphs 0 and 7 of my No. ¥.1.-3543, dated 91 
December 1908 (submitted through the Collector, West Khdndesb), 

17, 18 and 19. ^ The following extract from my No. W. K.— 3643, dated 9l 
Member 1908, indicates upon what lines I shall answer these questions:— 

: 9. I ddal with this quesdon before considering the two whic 

' '• Ate deep fotei^ .pirite Q™ent fiesolntion abov 

' note btrafni tolndiuiato to, Since Upon the answer to it depenc 
wmti 7 spirit? to a great extent the necessity or otherwise < 

itnnnfimo nddriinnel T.oBf.in/tftATia imn,^ the sale ( 



tne consumption' of foreign s 
though on the increase, has not yet reached 
P™P®bons. Habitual customers are rare among the classes 
in J^bnngmeprincipally incontaet. The occasional indu' 

festivals bS??A^ pswns of the cultivating and labouring clasi 
iestivals, bazars, &c., oertmniy does them very little harm. What 
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tlie continued use of foreign spirits ■would have upon tlie constitution of 
people of these classes, I have had little or no opportunity of ji:d»ing, 
I do not believe that foi'eign spirit is appreciably more deleterious to health 
than the country article; bnt it is certainly more demoralising. I, am 

■ personally acquainted with several, native gentlemen of -the better class 
who are regular customers of. foreign liquor and have observed that the 
temptation to alcoholic excess is much more powerful where a taste for 
thiise spirits has been acquired than is the case where country spirits are 
used, A liking for brandy or rum has a tendency to develop into an 
irresistible craving for it; the man who would be satisded with his dram 
or two of country hquor every evening is, when he transfers his affections 
to foreign spirit, as likely as not to contract the habit of drinking at all 

' hours of the day to the detriment of bis health, the impairment of his 
' faculties, and the neglect of his business or profession. I believe that 
excessive indulgence in country spirits would produce the same effects, 
but the appetite for the latter is more easily oontrolled and satisfied, and 
habitual intemperance among its consumers is comparatively rare. The- 
..great bulk of the consumers of country spirit iu East Ehitiidesh, West 
Kbandesh and Nilsik are of the Kimhi caste. Many of them may be 
described as Jiard drinkers, bnt I have never yet met one who is so 
completely a slave to the drinking habit as are one or two of the native 
gentlemen above referred to. A ILunbi may drink bard, and yet attend 
to his fields and be a useful member of society. Foreign spirits too often 
' reduce a man to snob a condition that tbe satisfying of his appetite is his 
' whole object in life. Even among the Bliils, a notoriously hard drinking 
' :race, Ihavenot yet met the habitual drinker of the type so common in 
. European countries. 

"10. I would suggest the closing of all foreign liquor shops which 
exist to meet the demand afnong native con- 
Wlat TMWctiffliBi if m, gunters only (Nandurbfir, Pdchora, Ohalisgaon 
annoces^. ' and Milegaon are such shops); the discontinu- 

ance of the licenses to bottle 'and blend in 
. ’ Bombay spirits of the type of those sold in tbe moFussil under the 
'descriptions of Pine Pale Brandy, Camel Brand Brandy, Imported Rnm, 
eto., and a substantial addiMon to tbe license fee of all foreign liquor 
shops in the mofussil where spirits of these descriptions are sold, calculated 
. on the annual sales of these spirits, I do hot think that the danger of an 
increase in the consumption of these spirits is so great as to call for more 
heroic measures. ■ My experience is of course confined to Elidndesh and 
'EiisiK, The question may on a consideration of the extent of tbe trafBo 
in other parts of tbe Fresldenoy assume sulficient importanoe to justify a 
modification in the import Tariff with the object of discouragiug the 
‘ importation of foreign liquors intended for purely native consumption. ' 

" 11 . The country of origin and the place in India (it any) at which 

bottled or blended should I think be shown on the labels of all foreign 
spirits. So far as mofussil shops are concerned, no other particnlars are I’ 
think required, except that, as hitherto, spirits selling at Es. 2 or ' less per 
bottle should bear a certificate .that they are not less than 15® U. P. in 

■ ' strength." ' . • - ■ 

I have the honour to he, 

Sir, , 

Tour mo?t obedient servant, 

0. OLIPFORD, , 
Excise Assistant Collector, 

sik, . 
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No. 23. ■ 

Eiidence of Mr, G, CHffordt Hxcite Assistant Collector 
of Khaiidesh and Msik. 

• * I 

Examined by tbe Chairman~ 

Q —How many foreign liqont sbopa are Ibere la your three diatriots? 

A.— Twenty. 

Q.-Canyou quote the figures of sales of foreign spirits in your districts 


A.— I bare those for East Kbandesb and West Kbandesb from 1900*06 
up to date, and for I>i<!ilf from 1906*07 up to date, In 1900*07 tbe total sale 
of foreign spirits, wines and liqueurs, in tbe three districts was 7.0^9 gallons; * 
in 1907*08, 8,6{0 gallons. 

Q —Is tbe consumption increasing? 

A.— In East Kbandesb, West Ibdndesb and Nasik, the consumption of 
foreign liquors is not wid'>spre«d, it has not assumed serious proportions any- 
where in tbe three districts ; but it shows a tendency to increase. 

Q.— Why is that? 

A.— Foreign liquor has a greater attraction for natives, Kunbis form 
the great bulk of the population of my 3 districts, I give you the result of ■ 
my observations among them. The temptation to alcoholic excess is much 
more powerful where a taste for foreign spirit has been acquired than is the 
case where country spirits are taken, A liking for brandy or rum has a 
tendenov to develop into an irresistible craving for it. ITie man who would 
be satisfied with his dram or two of country liquor every evening is, when he 
transfers bis affections to foreign spirits, as likely as not to contract tbe habit 
of drinking at all hours of tbe day to tbe detriment of bis health and faculties. 
The appetite'for country spirits is more easily controlled and sooner satisfied. 
Habitnal drunkards are rare among tbe classes with which ray duty brings roe 
principally in contact, and among whom, as I bare stated, tbe taste for foreign ' 
liquor has not yet spread to any great extent. 

Q.— How do you explain the superior attraction of foreign spirit ? • 

A.— It is put up in more attractive form than country spirit. Its labels 
and its colouring appeal to the eye ; its flavour pleases the palate. The country 
spirit is a stimulant ; notliiug more. Its pungent smell and disagreeable flavour 
are against it. Even those habituated to its use gulp it down with closed eyes 
and twisted features as one does a draught of some unpleasant medicine, The 
foreign spirit on tbe other band offers an allnrement to each of tbe senses of 
sight, taste and smell. It is not necessary to bolt it like a potion. It makes 
more enjoyable the’ evening dram of the lanbi who can afford to indulge in it; 
and renders more pleasant the means to tbe grosser end of the Bhil, Mabar,'&o. 
Sentiment enters to some extent into tbe question of the attraction of tbe 
foreign spirit. Many prefer it simply because it is foreign. 

Q,— We are told by shopkeepers that they hardly sell anything except by 
bottles. Isthatso? ^ ^ J j 

A.— Tea. Tbe Knhbis and Sutfirs and the lower classes generally usually 
buy bottles upon such festive occaeions aa marriages or wben visitors come to 
their places, Ou such occasions the practice of indulging in foreign liquors is 
becoming more frequent. 


, . Q-~Are there any number of people who go to the shops to sit there and 
drink umter clause 6 f , 

^ u ^ °^?55es. In tbe shops where there is permission 

0 Bell on the premises under clause 6 we very often find Hindus of the better 
c asses— clerks and brillimina sitting to drink. They drink tbe liquor neat, 
noticed them adding water. The habit of going to liquor shops 

and drinking there is on the increase, b 6 u i 
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Q.— Do you tliink that the habit of drinking foreign liquor ia spreading or 
'is likely to spread 'among the upper Hindu classes as well as among the loW ? 

A.— I think it is more likely to spread among the upper classes tbqn among 
the lower. For the lower classes the comparative absence of facilities for getting 
the liquor is a bar, Among the wealtbeir classes there is no such bar. They 
can and do obtain their supplies from Bombay, Tliey cannot bny foreign liquor 
in Dhulia cbeaper than country liquor. They could not get the cheapest kind of 
foreign liquor cheaper than the dearest kind of country liquor. . 

Q.— What is your opinion of the wholdsomeness of foreign spirit ? 

A.’-So far as wholesomeness is concerned cheap foreign spirits can be 
placed upon the same footing as expensive ones, 

, Q.— What is your definition of wholesome or unwholesome liquors ? 

A,-*My opinion is that all liquors containing alcohol are unwholesome to 
a certain extent ; and they are the more unwholesome the more alcohol they 
contain. Spirit of a high strength is more deleterious than one of low strength 
50 D, P, liquor is more wholesome than liquor at proof strength for example. 

Q.— 'What is your opinion about 16 U. P, as the strength fixed as the 
minimum for the mofuBsil P Do yon think that liquor is less wholesome than 
26U.P.? 

A.— I believe it is. 

t 

- Q.— In the case of this Fine Pale Brandy which is apparently rectified' 
spirit manufactured at 08 0, P. and brought down to 16 H. P. by the admix- 
ture of water, as compared with braudy— genuine brandy that you get from 
•Prance manufactured in the still to the same strength of 15 H, P,— do you say 
there is no distinction of wholesomeness ? 

' A.— Strictly speaking there is no distinction of wholesomeness ; and so far as 

their efieob on human system is concerned, I think, there is no distinction, 

• Q.— What are you going by— any observations of your own ? 

A.— Tes, ' 

Q. —Have you drunk Pine Palo Brandy ? 

A.— Tes. I have not taken any large quantity of it; not sufficient to enable 

me to judge what its effects are upon health. 

Q.— Have yon drank this brandy for a continaous period in small 
quantities ? 

A.— For a period of a fortnight or so, I did not take Mpegs. I only 
took about half of a dram, diluted, 

Q.— What was the result? 

A.~Tlie result was that I found that the cheaper brands are inferior in 
favour and taste. They are intoxicating to the same extent as the more expen- 
sive brands. They really have the smell and taste of brandy or whisky, as the 
case may be. 

Q,— You did not experience any bad efiects internally p 

A.— 1 did not take sufficient of it to judge those eifeots, I have never 
. bad an opportunity of observing what the effect of excessive indulgence iu 
' foreign spirits is upon the health of natives in my districts. 

Dr, Po«feW.— Did you ever notiee instances of the craving you spoke 
..about? 

■ A.— I have noticed one or two. 

Chairman.— Em you any further restrictions to suggest for foreign liquor 
besides those that are existing now, in order to suppress it ? 

_ A.— I would withdraw the licenses of all mofussil shops which cater for 
natives only. • I would increase the license fee of all the shops where the oboapor ' 
brands are stocked and sold. • I would 'apply the provisions contained in 
,clausB 2A of country liquor shops to .all foreign liquor shops. This proriaion • 
requires that .one .m'ain entrance- only should be usBd.'aU bther doors' being 
barred. There should be only one room. " The existoaoe of inner rooms enables 
people to drink in private, who would be ashamed to do so in public 

11677 - 60 . • ' ■ ' - 



Q.— As regards fees, do you cousider tliat tlie fees T7hic]i are diarged tliis 
'year on tlie various shops of your charge are luadequate or below what they 
might be? 

A.— Yes, I think they are, I would_ put such an additional burden upon 
the cheaper brands of spirits as to make it impossible for them to be sold for less 
than Es. 2 per bottle. I know the effect of raising fees would be to tempt the 
dealers to evade the law by keeping false accounts. 

Q,— lYon’t they also sell weaker spirit in contravention of the license? 

A.— I have never noticed that spirits are tampered with in the shops, 

Q,— You are quite sure that a man cannot sell a good deal of spirit under 
15ir.P.? 

A.— Certainly he could. Not in the case of sales by the bottle, but he might 
tamper with liquor sold for consumption on the spot. I don't think there is 
much adulteration going on now. 

Q.— As regards bottles, how often have bottles during the last two years 
been opened bv Excise inspectors and tested for strength in the whole of your 
20 fihops ? 

A.— I should say 100 times at least, judging from the entries in the diaries. 
The Inspectors frequently open bottlesand test them. During the last three years 
there was only one case in which strength under 16 D. P. was found. It was 
a new brand of whisky accidentally stocked. That is the only case that has 
been brought to my notice in which liquor below strength has been stooked in 
any of tbe shops in my charge. There is no bottling at all in my charge. 

Q,— To what extent would it be necessary to increase tbe fee in order te 
produce the results you want ? 

A.— On the cheaper brands there should be a fee of 4 annas per bottle. I 
see no reason why bottling and blending and breaking down in Bombay should 
not be discontinued. It will have the effect of discouraging tbe importation of 
these cheap spirits without making it necessary to modify the Tariff. I would 
put a stop to the bottling of brands which are black listed, that is, brands 
which are ascertained to be spurious, or whose origin is doubtful. I would not 
permit tbe stuff to come to Bombay in hogsheads at ail. It should all come 
bottled. 

Q.— Would it not be possible for anybody in tbe mofussil to send for cases 
from Bombay at Bombay prices and so evade tbe prices in the local shops? 

A.— It is quite easy. But it would not be done by the classes chiefly in 
need of protection. I mean the lower classes. It would be done, as it is being 
done, by the higher classes like Brdhmins, pleaders, Government servants and 
affluent Kunbia. 

Q, ~Do you think there is a great deal of high class drinking in the mofussil 


A.— There is quite as much as there is consumption through the local shops. 
We have ascertaned from different stations that consignments of liquors from 
Bombay ate received regularly there, although there is nobody at those stations 
a ]' ' ” 


Q.--Witb prices raised as you propose would there not be an enormous 
temptation for people to get liquor down from Bombay and sffll it quietly in their 
houses to the lower classes who want cheap epirits ? 

A.— Yes, there would be a great temptation, but I believe our establish- 
ment is capable of coping with it. We know where the purchase of liquor from 
Bombay is going on at present, and would soon detect any trade in it. 

I ?’T?i I'hat the attractiveness of bottles and labels, parti- 

Barits anything to do with the increase in consumption of foreign 

A.—Certainly. 
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Q,— 'Would it be of any oonsequenco it the materials of wbicb tbe spirits 
are made were shewn on the bottle as “ potato spirit flavoured with brandy ” etc. ? 

A.— No doubt it would affect the consumption of cheaper brands. 1 
certainly like the idea. In course of time people would come to know what they 
are drinking. In the course of a few years such a practice would enable people 
to distinguish between inferior and superior brands. 

Di*. Poweff.— Would you be able to detect any evasion of the provision 
requiring a true description f 

A.— Yes. 

Dr, PowcK.— How ? Could you distinguish neutral spirit that is merely 
diluted from one to which essences are added to make it appear a genuine 
liquor P 

A.— I think we could to our satis&ction. I doubt whether we could to the 
satisfaction of a criminal court. 

C/iflirmofj.— How would you do it to your own satisfaction ? 

A,— By taste and smell. 

Dr. PotoflZf.— You could not tell the proportion in which genuine and other 
spirit was mired, whether they were half and half or fth and |-th, and, if you 
could, it would be no use. A majority of the best whiskies are -^th patent still 
with^lth malt, whisky ? 

Ohairman,—h that so P 

Dr, Powell.— Yes, (Reads an ostraot from the Lancet as follows 
“ Whisky consists of f th of patent still spirit and ^th malt spirit.”) (To 
witness.) 

Have you ever heard of any mhowra spirit bein» manufactured’ out of 
cheap German spirit by the addition of mhowra essence ? 

A,— No. 

Dr, Powell,— Yoa don’t know whether essence of mhowra spirit or essence 
' of Irak is over added to German spirit ? 

A.— No. 

Dr, Powell,— Do you know that chemists and druggists advertise Afah 
essence P 

A,— No, I have never heard of Arai essence being added to neutral spirit. 

Dr, Dadachanji,—Yo\i said that there is a patent still installation at the 
Dhulia Distillery p 

A.— Yes. I have seen it at work. 

Dr, Dadacliavji,—Do you know that at 60 H. P. all injurious by-products 
such as fusel oil, disappear from spirit P 

A.— -Yes, 

Q.— Do such by-products disappear from the spirit made by the Dhulia 
patent still P 

A.— Tests made at the Kasauli Laboratory shew that they do, 

Bdo BaUdur Seldwad,— Do you suggest that a true trade description 
should be given on labels in the vernaculars of the districts in which the liquor 
is sold? 

A.— I think it would be advisable. I don’t anticipate that it would have 
any immediate effect, but this and other steps I have advised should at least be 
tried. Correct trade descriptions will become more useful as the years pass by 
and enlightenment spreads among the masses. 

Chairman,— Do you think that strength also should be shown on the label 
for bottles sold in Bombay and the mofussil ? . 

A.— I see no objection, I have not considered the question, 

Dr.Dadaclmji.-^'koMb'lio capacity of the bottlo be mentioned on the 
label? 

A^— I see no objection to that, Probably; the result will be that bottles 
will bo manufactured of a uniform size. 



Mr. Procfec.-As regards cooBtry liquor, are there uniform bottles? . 

A,— Yes, for the purposes ol sale under tlio country liquor license. 

Dr, Dadaolmji.—Do you s.iy that Ban de Cologne is drunk when liquor- 
shops are closed ? 

A.— It is drunk by certain classes. I havo noticed the practice among 
Malis, Shimpis, Dheds and Bhangis. They drink Eau de Cologne oocaaionally. 
Count 7 liquor-shops ore hardly ever closed in my charge at festivals, oto, There 
are one or two instances in which they arc closed, but usually they are not, We 
don’t close them during the Holi or Mohurrum holidays, unless we have got 
information that a riot is lOeely to happen. 

Mr. Drocter.—'We have a lot of evidence about the question of rectified 
spirit which is sold hero as compared with oheap brandy and rum imported. 
You have drunk them both ? 

A.— Yes. 

Mr. Procter .— '^0 you think rectified spirit is only flavoured with burnt 
sugar or with brandy or with any cssonoos ? 

A.— Different essences arc certainly used for different liquors. You can 
tell by tasting whether the stuff is intended for rum or for briindy. I am speak- 
ing of those that are bottled in Bombay. The rum and Fine Pale Brandy as 
sold by Mr. Oomrigar are not the same thing. By tasting the stuff you can 
tell whether it is intended for brandy or for rum. 

Mr, Procler.—Ym say they have different tastes ? 

A.— Yes. It is possible that to some spirits they do add essences, besides 
burnt sugar. 

How under tho provisions of tho A'bkari Act could essences 
get into those spirits in Bombay ? Tho A'bkfiri Act does not allow any blending 
or compounding without a license. 

A.— It does not follow that tho essences are put in Bombay, They may 
be blended with the liquor before oicport. 

Q.— Rectified spirits, that is spirits of wine, pure and colourless, are brought 
out here in hogsheads at C8 0. P. and are bottled by Messrs. Baria and 
Oomrigar and others as rum No. 1 and rum No. 2. We are told they colour 
it with burnt sugar and we are also told by one of tho witnesses that Fine Pale 
Brandy is nothing but that spirit also coloured ; tho one is labelled brandy and 
the other is labelled rum. Do you think you can distinguish a differoncs in 
flavour between the rum and tho brandy? 

■ A.— Yes. How the addition of essences to imported spirit escapes the 
notice of the Excise authorities in Bombay I don’t know. It is nows to me 
that it is coloured in Bombay, 

Chairman, —he you sure that tbiq rum (shows a bottle of rectified Spirit’ 
so-called to the witness) goes up-country? 

A.— Yes, we get that. It is labelled ns rum, as these labels (shows some) 
taken from bottles sold in Dbulia, show. This bottle (refers to the one just 
shown'him by the Chairman) has the smell of rum. 

Take that bottle of Hatchet brandy (shows bottle); has it 
quite a distinct scent from the rum ? 

A.— Quite distinct. 

Q.--Yoa don’t know whether the Hatchet brandy comes out in hogsheads 
flavoured in Europe ? ■ 

A.— I was under the impression that it was flavoured and sent out in bulk. 

Q.— Can yon got us some bottles of the different spirits which you have 
TnS* ^ should Hire to see the brands which you yourself have tasted ? 

iioM the manager of the shop from where you get bottles to come 

, BO that We may ask him any necessary questions ? 

A.— Yes. I will bring some bottles to-morrow. 
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Mr. Trwsier.-^m jast said you thoaghl/ all boiitliDg should be stopped 
in Bombay ? ’ . , ' 

^ _YeS) of those brands that are to be placed on the black list. 

iKr. Proctar.—Doyoubelievethatityoustopbottling in Bombay it will 
not lead to the increase of imports of bad liquors ? If bottling was done in the 
warehouse we would know that nothing deleterious was put in ? 

A.— It would be very expensive. 

Mr. Procter.— The evidence we have got shews that it is not impracticable, 
though Messrs. Oomrigar and Baria were against it. 

Br. Poiocl|.— Why not allow the addition of essences here as is done in 
Calcutta P 

, A.— I see no objection to that^ if you are going to have a system of bottling 
under supervision. 

Mr, Proeter.—Yow general experience is that the effect of country liquor 
on people is less harmful than that of foreign liquor— that a man who drinks 
country liquor all his life never goes to excess? 

A,— Not so much. When he begins to take foreign spirit he is apt to go 
to excess. ' 

Mr, Procter.— Eai that anything to do with the strength at which foreign 
liquors are sold ? 

A.— The reason is that foreign liquor is more alluring than country liquor. 

Mr. Procter.— At present you get foreign spirit in the mofussil at 16 tJ. P. 
Do you think the limit of strength should be reduced ? 

A.-No. 

Mr. Procter.— li you reduce it to 40 or 50, would not the liquor be more ’ 
wholesome to the consumer? 

A.— It would bo a wrong step to reduce the strength. The liquor would 
then be much cheaper. 

Mr, Procter.— It would be drunk in larger quantities ? 

A.— Yes, there would be a great temptation to that. 

' Afr. Pfoctcr.- Why? 

A.— From the fact that these foreign spirits have more allurements than 
country spirits. I think wo should keep the strength up and impose higher 
fees. 

O/joirmoft.- You mean that if you allow weak strengths then the liquor 
becomes cheap and from that popular, and when they once begin to have foreign 
liquor they will go to excess in it? 

A.— Yes, there is that danger. 

Mr, Procter.— You say you don’t think that country spirits are less whole' 
some than cheap foreign liquors ? 

A.— No. I believe that the one injurious ingredient in both which counts 
is the alcohol. If one went to excess with country spirit the result would be 
exactly the same as with foreign spirit. That is my experience from obser- 
vations. I think the present restrictions on the sale of country liquor are 
sufScient. 1 tWnk there ought to be increased restrictions 'on foreign liquor. 
The tendency is to increase the excise duty ou country spirit year by year and 
make it dearer, ' 

Dr, PciccK,— Do you know what is the chemical effeot of maturing ? 

A;— I don’t know. , 

Dr, PoweU.—lt is to get rid of by-products. Therefore is it not unneces* 
sary to mature spirits if you.can deprivc.the neutral spirits of these by-produots 
through patent stills ? 

A.- i suppose so. , 

1 677-07 ' ■ , 



Mo Bahddur SMmd.'^h your districts ks plague tended to increase the 
sale of cheap foreign spirits ? 

A.— Plague has not been yirulent in my districts, I noticed very few oases 
in which these spirits were used as preyentives. 

Mo Baltddttr Setalmd.—B.ss the temperance or Swadeshi movement 
tended to decrease the consumption of foreign liquors ? 

A.— No. It is a strange thing that the most ardent advocates of the swadeshi 
movement themselves indulge in pardeshi liquor. 

Ohairmn —Was there not a strong temperance movement in Malcgaon ? 

A.— It was so strong that it threatened the licensees with banbuptcy, The 
movement, however, is against country liquor. It is not against foreign spirits. 
The dbiect of the movement was to damage the Government somehow or the 
other, The promoters of the movement tkught that Government was getting 
an enormous revenue from country spirit, and so they went for that There is 
only one foreign liquor-shop at hfalegaon. It was left entirely unmolested, 

ilfr, Procter.— Do natives take foreign spirit as medicine ? 

A.— Yes, in certain cases, chiefly among the educated people, the Brahmins 
for instance. They use port wine very often in the case of sickness, 

Bf.Fottell-Ah have been told that frequently the increase in the 
drinking of foreign liquor was due to the fact that people used it as a preventive 
against plague? 

A.— My districts have not suffered much from plague, and that argument 
does not apply to them. 
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Seplih of Mr. J, J.8. horim', Assiitant Collebtor'of &etBe, Nortkrn 
Gujarat, to qmtiom for witnmei. 


1. The port is Hamburg where it is also manufaetured. . I think such 
apirit is also imported from Trieste’ (Austria), 

2. Yes, I think it is intended for consumption chiefly in this Presidency, 
A fairly large quantity is employed for making Esu*de<0ologne, and medical 
preparations such os tinctures, ka, 

3. No definite information is arailable in this connection. The importers 
display complete ignorance. Major Bedford, the Director of the Escise Labora- 
tory, Aasauli, has stated that such -fermentatire ' bases as potatoes, beet, saw- 
dusl^ rye, oats, rice, wheat and,other cereals are employed for the production of 
such spirits, cheap flavouring essences being added to give it the required 
taste. The liquor is produced in patent stills at high strengths. 

1 I think the nature of the base ought to affect the nature of the spirit. 
Damaged or rotten potatoes and cereals and saw-dust are unwholesome bases. 

5. The processes applied are the addition of water to break the strength 
.of the spirit and the^admisture of a burnt sugar solution to give it the appear- 
.ance of brandy or- rum. 

,6. No. 

7. Pure rectified spirit is drunk in Bombay and in the mofussil. In 
Bombay the strength varies from 20 H. P. to 40 U. P., the strength is lowered 
by the addition of water. In the mofussil the strength is 15 U, P. The prices 
are as follows 

In Bombay the prices vary from 
Es. 12-8-0 to Es. 19-8-0 a dozen. 

In mofussil (Ahmedabad) 

Es, 1-14 a bottle. 

Es. 22-8-0 a dozen, 

8. No. I have no reason to suppose that methylated or denatured spirit 

is drunk. But the liquor should be properly methylated or denatured as laid 
down by Government before it passes the Customs, ‘ 

9. The spirits undergo no blending, but as I have stated in my answer to 

question 5, water is used to reduce the strength and the burnt sugar solution to 
give it colour. ’ 

10. The spirits are obtained in the mofussil from two firms, D. 0. 
Oomrigar & Co. and D. D. Baria, who are the two’ chief importers of rectified 
spirits. Both these importers are retail vendors from whom mofussil dealers 
get their supplies. The spirits imported are at a strength varying from 60 0 P 
toVOO.P. 

11. The wholesale prices in Bombay are from Es. 12-8-0 to Es. 19-8-0 
a dozen bottles. 

12. In the mofussil the strength is fixed at 16 D.P. 

' 13. The retail price in Ahmedabad is Es. 1-14-0 a bottle of about 
8 drams. 

14, Under fictitious labels in some cases. One label of Brandy is: 

Sp, Batchet & (Jo. 

Fine Pale Brandy. 

Bottled by D. D, Baria, Bombay. 

Another, 

Charles Paulin & Co. * • 

(Illusiration of a ship.) 

' Old Brandy. 

« .f * 


' ■ '}■ 

n 
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Sp. is intended for ‘ Sharp’. There are no such firms as Sp. Hatchet & 
Co., and Charles Paulin & Co., 

Other labels are 

TarifE duty paid foreign Ho. 1 
Bum, 

Prince Victor 
Superior Brandy, 

« « « » 

Eaiser-i-Hind Pine Pale Brandy, 


These liquors are rectified spirits coloured and reduced in strength and 
incorreoUy labelled as rum or brandy. 


15. In the mofussil Bnthmins, Bauias, Jains and some Mahomedans 
and some people of the lower classes who earn good wages in mills. 

liquors is increasing in Ahmedabad, but 

17, Yes. They drink it neat, 15 H.P. is too strong a drink.' I consider 
the Indian spirit more wholesome, 

18. Yes. I am of very strong opinion that the correct description of 
foreign spirits on the labels should be required as a condition of retail sale. 
The label should clearly specify the (rue contents of the bottle, the place and 
country of manufacture and the name of the manufacturing firm. No bogus 
labels should be allowed on the bottles. 


16, The consumption of these 


19. I should make it a condition of sale that no water and colouring 
substance be added to the spirit by importers. The spirit should be sold in the 
strength it is received. I sliould increase the license fee assessed on such cheap 
liquors’ from Rs. 1*8 a dozen bottles of spirits to Rs. 3. 
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Seventh day, Friday, January 29th, 1909. 

ITo. 24. • ' 

Mdence of Mr. J. Jl S. Lorimer, Assistant Collector of Excise, 
Norlhem Gujardt. 

Examined by the CWrman.— 

Q.— How many foreign liquor sbops are there in your charge ? 

A,— 16. There are 16 shops in my threp districts of Ahmedabad, Kaira 
and the Panoh Mahila. In Ahmedabad there are 11 such shops. These are 
in the Ahmedabad City and Cantonment; besides these there is a railvray 
refreshment room there. 

Q.— Do you think that number is required for the city ? ■ 

A.— It may be reduced, by two. 

Q.— Do you think even ten foreign liquor shops are required for a city like 
Ahmedabad ? 

A.— That number is nece.s3ai7, 1 tbink. 

Q.— Vho are their cnstomers ? 

A.~Pi’inoipaily Natives and Europeans employed in the mills. 

Q.~How many Europeans are there in Ahmedabad ? 

A.'-I oonld not definitely say ; there may be about 80 or more. Including 
Eailway people there may be about 160. 

Q.— What class of natives come to the foreign liquor shops ? 

A.— Brahmins, Bonios, Jains, Mahomedans and natives from mills like 
jobbers and mechanics. 

Q.--Do the upper classes of natives come there in numbers ? 

A.— I think a pretty fair number come. None of these 11 shops are 
purely wholesale. They allow drinking on the premises according to clause 5, 

I think there is much diinking on the premises. 

Q.— By the higher olossos? 

A.— Tos, and iho mill managers. The latter aro Europeans. 

Q.— Are there private rooms in these shops where drinking can take 
place? 

A.— I have stopped them. There used to bo. 

Q.— Is the principal part of the business done in bottles or by drinking 
on the promises ? 

A.— By bottles. 

Q,— Wlmt kinds of spirits aro mostly sold ? 

A.— Cheap spirits, inim and inferior brandies. They come from Bamburg. 
The liquors sold ace chiefly those that are sold by Messrs. Umrigar and Baria in 
Bombay. They are mostly bottled in Bombay. The price of tho cheapest spirit , 
in Ahmedabad is Rs. l-li-O per bottle. It is called either rum or Pale Brandy 
or Maharaja Gaikwad Brandy. 

Q.— Have you any idea how these brandies are manufactured ? 

, A.— They are pure rectified spirits, coloured with burnt sugar. 

Q.— Do they add any essences to make the. spirits nim or brandy ? ■ 

A.— I suppose some essence is added. But that must bo added at tho port 
of export. 

'' Q.— Do you know whether there is any difference in flavour between tho 
rum and brandy ? 

A.-^Thoro is a difference in smoll, but it is hardly perceptible. ,I have 
never heard of any practice of putting essences in Bombay. I have served as 
Assistant Oollootor in Bombay. I never heard anything at that time. I made 
enquiries, whether essenoes were imported and I found that they wero not. 

»!i75-68 
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Q.— Did you enquire at olietnists ? 

A.— Not at oliemista, but from_ tbe Calcutta and Madras Customs Houses. 
I tbougbt they tniglit be getting essonoes in Bombay irom those places, 

J)r. Fmll.—h there any record in the Customs to show who import 
essences into India and where they come from ? 

A.— I hare information that there is only one firm that of Messrs. Parry 
& Co. in Madras that imports these essences. 

Q.— Have you made enquiries whether the chemists in Bombay have 
essences in their stock which could be bought by the bottlers ? 

A.— No, I made no enquiry. There is a prohibition against tho importation 
of essences in Bombay, 

Q.— But there is nothing to prevent ohom'sts of Calcutta or Madras from 
sending essences down to the chemists in Bombay ? 

A,— No, there is nothing to prevent it. 

Q.— Have you ever heard of. the adulteratjon of cheap wines such as port 
wine in shops ? 

A— No. 

Q.— Have you got any statistics of sales of foreign liquor in your charge 
during the last few years taken from shopkeepers'? 

A.— Yes. Sales are increasing. I don't think there aro many people in 
my charge who send to Bombay for their spirits, I don’t think they send lo 
Bombay to get cheap spirits, I certainly consider that they could get spirits 
materially cheaper in Bombay, Foreign spirits are not nearly ns cheap as country 
liquor there. Country spirit is sold aHfi annas and 8 pies per bottle in 
Ahmedabad. 

Q.— Has there been any move in the direction of abandoning country spirit 
and taking foreign spirit ? 

A—Yes, I should think so, especially among people like jobbers in mills. 
These belong to different classes, such as Mahomodans or Moebis, they are not 
people of a high class, 

Q.-Are the Mahomedans of Sujardt taking to drink ? 

A,— I think so. 

Q.— Low class Mahomedans ? 

A.-Yes. 

Q.'-Do you think there is much secret drinking going on among higher 
classes in their houses? 

A, —Yes. 

Q.— What classes of Hindus ? 

A— Brahmins, Banias and Jains, 

Q.-Do Jains drink? 

A.-Yes. 


A— Oh yes, I know very well about them, I know that Brahmins drink 
openly in shops. 

. .Q‘~^nn you say whether the higher class people take more to foreign 

nitnK fhfiM i... 1 • «. ft w * I Q 


A—I think the drinking of foreign spirit is a fashion, 

Q,— Is there anything in the flavour ? 

^ ^7 oo'istry spirit gives the mouth a certain smell 

and that that is not so in the case of foreign liquor, 

Q.— Why is the smell objectionable ? 



ift PoiwiJ.— Oountrj liquor liaa an unpleasant smell ? 

A.— Undoubtedly, . , ■ ' 

J)r. Pmoell,— You would not care to be in a room with a number of men 
who drink it? 

. A.— No, I should not. - 

OMmffljJ.— Have you any opinion as regards the comparative whole- 
someness of patent still foreign spirit and mhowra liquor? 

A. — I think mhowra liquor is the more wholesome because we know the 
base from which it is distilled. I don’t know the bases of the other stuff. I 
should consider that even when a spirit is manufactured .up to a very high 
strength its base does matter. 

Q.— Have you any experience or observation of the different effects of 
country and foreign spirits on people ? 

A.-NO. 

Q,— Do people who drink foreign spirit get as drunk as those who take 
country spirit? 

A.— I think those who drink foreign spirit get more drunk, because it is a 
stronger stuff and people who take it me it for the purpose of intoxication. 

. Q.— Is not that the case with country spirit also ? 

A.— Not BO much. 

Q,— Do you recommend any raising of fees ? 

A.— I should certainly think they might be raised on oheaper foreign 
spirits. 1 should not touch the superior kinds. 

Q.— How are you going to distinguish’ ? 

A.— IVe ought to classify. 

Q.— How would you classify ? 

A— Dy putting all liquors, which are sold at less than Be. 25 per dozen, in 
one class. I would have them in the lower class and assess double fee on them. 
I would assess Es. 3 per dozen instead of Es. 1-8-0 per dozen. I would keep 
Rs. 1-8-0 for the superior class. 

Q.— You say that the cheapest spirit is already sold at Es. 1-14-0 per bottle ; 
would not the heavy fee drive it out of consumption altogether? 

A.— It would be a good thing if it did. 

Q.— Your object is to kill the trade ? • 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Now they sell at 15 U. P. 'With the higher fee would there not be, a 
great temptation for them to sell at 50 U. F. ? 

A.— 1 don’t think they could do it. 

Q.— ’What would prevent them ? 

A.— We should lake up the case at once. Our supervision would prevent 
them. 

Q.— Would not every body go in for sending for liquor from Bombay ? 

A.— I don’t think everybody would do it. ‘ . 

Q.-~PreBumably a great number would ; it is quite a simple thing ; would 
not there be a great temptation to send to Bombay when the local prices were 
prohibitive? 

A..— I should think drinkers would be afraid of their families, etc., coming ho 
know if they got cases from Bombay. They are high caste people. 
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Q.— Is drinking still regarded as so improper among tlie higli castes that 
^t is kept a secret? 

A.— 1 don't beliero that the casteTenlly objects very much to drinking 
spirits, but if a man is seen drank and misbehaves in public they woiilil 
oast him .out, not otherwise. But there is the moral fear of being thought 


Q,— Would you raise the strength in Bombay City to 15 U. P. ? 

A.-Ies, 

Q, "On all spirits or you would make a distinction between cheap and 
dear? 

A.— Only for cheap. 

Q,— Would Rs. 25 per dozen be your dividing lino in Bombay ? 

A,— I don’t say Es. 25 in Bombay. I would take a lower figure there. 
Q.--What would yon suggest ? 

A,— I would say about Rs. 22'8*0 or Es, 22 per dozen. 

>,4 

■ , Q.— Does rectified spirit, called dilute spirit when prepared for drinking, 
appear in the shops in Ahmedabad under that name P 
A,— Ifever. 

Q.— Do you find brands there which have been bottled in Europe and 
sent out? 

I A— Tou mean brands of cheap spirits ? 

Q.-Yea. 

A.— Very few, about two or three brands. 

Q.— Are the brands that come direct in bottles from Europe superior in 
any way to the brands bottled in Bombay ? 

A— I think so. 


Q.— Are they more expensive? 

A.— Yes, much more expensive, 

Q.— Have you any idea why some bottles come from Europe and others are 
bottled here? 

A-Ko. 


Q,— Does anybody bottle in Ahmedabad ? 
A— Not to my knowledge. 


Q.— Does anybody print his own labels there ? 
A-No. 


Q, Are there any restrictions which you would put on foreisn spi 
besides the raising of fee? ^ 

A,~I should prevent its being diluted in Bombay, 

Q.-'What do you mean ? 

^®t®riDg, and no colouring substances should 
added. I ivould have all bottling done under our super^ion. 

Q.--In a Government warehouse? 

A. Yes, irrespective of any firm. I would make no exception whatever 
firms'f’~^‘’^““ fflalp'ractioes at the hands of large 

A.-I don’t see why they should be treated differently from others. 
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< Q.--TOU say tliat no water aibultl be mixed with epiiits? 

A,— I should make if a condition that no water or colouring substanoea 
.should be added to spirit by importers. The spirit should be sold at the 
strength at which it is imported. I should not • allow them to import at over 
proof strengths. ' ' • 

Q.— What strength would yon fix for importation f 

A.— 16 U. P. Everything should come here already, compounded and 
diluted in Europe. v 

' Q.— Would that not enormously increase the transport charges- which 

would be very unsvelcome to foreign merchants ? • ■ " 

A,— Yes. 

Q.— What is your reason for refusing to allow foreign liquors at 0. P. 
strength to be imported and reduced here 

A.— I should put this restriction with a view to bring allthe.liqnorata 
certain strength from Europe, 

Q,— Would you increase the duty on cheap foreign liquors at the port of 
importation? 

A.-No. 

Q.— You never found out, while you were Assistant Collector in Bombay, 
that any malpractices occurred in the bottling of liquor P 

A.— None were found to my knowledge, 

, Q.— Hava you any reason to suspect that any malpractices are going on ? 

A,— I cannot say, 

Q.— Have you any other recommendations to make ? 

A.— No. 

5r. PoiceW.— Do you want to kill the trade altogether from temperance- 
principles ? 

A.— Oh no. I dont think the liquor is sufficiently wholesome. 

Dr, PoweH,-— You would not like to kill the country liquor trade ? 

A— No, 

Dr. PoweK.— Do you ^now what it is that causes these liquors to’ be 
intoxicants ? 

A.— Yes, their strength. 

Dr. PoioflW.— What is that due to ? 

A.— Alcohol. 

I 

Dr. DmU.—Do you know that superior brandies, etc,, are matured ? 

A,— Yob. 

Dr, DotoeU,— D ot what purposes ? 

A.— For flavour. 

Dr. Poweff.— Besides alcohol are there not also other substances in these 
hquprs? 


Dr. Powell,— 'Em you heard of fusel oil ? 

A,— Yes. „ , • 

Dr. Poiocii.-Maturing’i8-doDe to get rid of that? 
A— Portly yes, - ' , ■ i 

B 577-69 , 
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Dr, PoiceK.— Du you how tkt to all tliese neutral spirits tliat ooino to 
Bombay and are bottled here they add only water and burnt sugar ? 

A,— Yes, burnt sugar solution. 

Dr. PoH»B.-Tb8 spirit is made in patent stills and it contains no fusel oil , 
and no impurities P 

A.— I don’t know that it does not contain fusel oil 

Dr. Powelf.-Tbat is tbe opinion of tbe cbemista. It has got do impuri. 
ties, practically none; so that what goes up country is pui’e spirit with water. , 

A.— I am not aware of it, 

Dr. PoweM, -Chemists tell us that the diluted spirit is simply alcohol and 
water with only a trace of impurifeies ? 

A.— I think if it is manufactured from unwholesome substances it must 
be bad. 

Dr. PoweM.- Vith patent stills no chemists can tell what is the base from 
which a spirit is manufactured ? 

A.— I believe not. 

Dr, PoioeM.— Then why do you think that country liquor is more wholesome 
than cheap foreign spirit? 

A.— These foreign liquors are made from damaged potatoes and damaged 
grain. 

Dr, PoMflil— Damaged grain is merely grain which- has sprouted, All 
fermentation is done from sprouted grain? 

A.— If you purposely make the grain sprout for the purpose of distillation 
it is quite a different thiog from the grain which was damaged before you caused 
it to sprout, 

Dr. Poajefl.— Chemists say as regards the products of damaged grain or 
potatoes that they cannot tell them from any other spirit which has passed 
through a patent still. They say the one is as wholesome as another. 

A.— That may he the chemiste’ view. I doubt it, 

Dr, PmU.— Jon say practically no bottles that are bottled in lurope are 
sold ju your part of tbe countiy, do you mean that only bottles of ‘ the superior 
brands come from Europe ? 

A.— Yes, but not exolnsively. There are superior brands, and soma 
inferior ones. When I speak of snperior brands I mean Bxsbaw’a brandies and 
such like. 

Dr, Powell— Does not country liquor contain a large quantity of impuri' 
ties? ^ 


A.— It contains some fusel oil and other matters. 

Dr, Powell— Chemists say those are impurities. Then how do you make 
out country spirit to be more wholesome than the dilate pure alcohol ? 

A.— We have always found it to he so. 

Dr, Powell— You are speaking from esperience ? 

A,— Yes. 


Dr, Powell— In what way ? A man gets more dmnk from imported 
liquor because he drinks more of it, 

A.— Imported liquor has other bad effects on people who drink it neat at 
15 D, P. It is too strong a drink for any body. 

Dr. Powell— That is merely a matter of strength? 

A,— Yes. 

Mr. Procter.— Have yon any gi’ounds except your belief for saying that 
mhowr,! spuit is more wholesome than foreign spirit? 

A,— It has a wholesome base. 

Mr, Procter.—! think Dr, Mann said that fusel oil in country spirit was 

4 times as much as It is in patent still spirit. ■ 

A,— I am not aware of it, 



Mr, Prdoler.— Yon Lave bo reason to’ give except that it is your belief ? 

A.— It is my belief. 

Mr. Procter.— You say that the eonsumption of foreign spirit lias inereased 
but not at the expense of country spirit? 

A.— Yes. 

ilfr. Procter.— If one goes up does it not do so at the expense of the other ? 

. A.— Not to a very large extent. 

Mr. Procter.— You do think it is not at the expense of country liquor ? 

A,— Yes. ■ 

Mr, Procter.— If a man gives up country liquor and takes to foreign spirit, 
does be do so at the expense of country spirit ? 

A,— Undoubtedly he does. ' ‘ . 

Mr. Procter.— You suggest that liquor license fees should be assessed at 
Rs.3? . . 

A.— Yes, instead of 8s. 1*8-0 per dozen, 

ifr. Procter.— Would not that lead to a great deal of fraud? We have 
been told that often the returns furnished by shopkeepers are not correct. If 
you double their fees would it not make them still more fraudulent P How can 
you check the accounts f 

A.— Prom railway invoices. 

Mr. Procter.— Do you check them now from railway invoices P 

A.— Yes. 

Mr, Procter.— How do they defraud nowP 

A.— They don’t defraud us now. 

Mr, Procter.— There is no fraud in the accounts now ? 

A.— I cannot say definitely there is none, but I think not much. 

Mr, Procter.— If you double the fees, do you not think there would be ,a 
likelihood of fraud in fiat way ? 

A.— I do not think the shopkeepers could venture to be very dishonest in 
that respect. They would do it at the risk of losing their licenses completely. 

Cfiofrman.— If you double the fees do you think that will stamp out the 
inferior liquor entirely P 

A.— Yes. 

Mr. Proofer.— You say no spirit ought to be allowed to be imported over 
16 U, P. in bulk ? 

A.-Yee. 


Mr. Procier.— At' present half tie quantity becomes bottled in Europe and 
half in bulk? 

A.— I think a larger quantity comes in bulk, 

Mr. Prccfcr.— More than what is imported in bottles ? 

A.— Yes. 

Mr. Procler.— Do you think it ought all to come in bottles? 

A.— Oh noj let it come in bulk, but it must be of certain strengths, 
16 H, P. . , 


Mr. Procto’.— No 0. P. would be aBowod by yon to come in ? 
A.— I am against cheap and weak liquors. 


Jfr. Procfcr.—We are told that the imported liquors are more 'unwhole- 
some than rectified spirit bottled here, because they mix essences with them in 



276 


Mr, ProffiB’.— Would it not bo better to bring out pure spirit from Europe 
and havo tbo blending done in Bombay ? 

A.— I don’t tbink wo can possibly do it. 

Mr, Procter.— Why should tbo spirit bo mixed under oxciso supervision? 

A.— I think it bettor to bare spirit of eortain strength, not below 15 E.P. 

Mr. PoKicn.-Then you would forco thorn to bring it mixed already? 

A,— Not necessarily; I tbink my saggestion would drive tbo cheap liquor 
out of the market altogether. 

Mr. PoiocH.— You want to stop trade, to put such restrictions ns would 
pinh it impossible for inei'cbants to bring out liquor ? 

A.— Yes, cheap liquor. 

Mr, TbiceW.— Don’t yon think that the increase in the consumption of 
cheap foreign liquor is duo to the increased prosperity of the people, through 
people getting more money than they are able to spend on necessaries? 

A.— Jobbers got more money ; others got little more than before. 

Mr, Poiccf/.— Still the inoroaso is duo to their prosperity, as all over tbo 
world ? 

A,— Yes. 

Edo Bahadur Sftalmd,—YovL say tbo limit of your cheap class should be 
up to Bs. 25 per dozen? < 

A.— Yes. 

Edo Bahadur &te/iofld.— Eow would you prevent exporters from sending 
false invoices ? In order to escape heavy fees importers may ask tbo homo people 
to put high prices in their invoices. 

A.— Yes, if they want to cheat tbo Customs. If people mean to do it they 
can ovado the high foes. 

Edo Bahddur Sdalmi—Ym say that inferibr liquor is unwholesome. 
Do you know what it is flavoured with ? 

A.— I have absolutely no knowledge. 

DnPowc//.— Wo havo knowledge of what is bottled by Messrs, Dmrigar 
and Bavin from neutral spirit ? 

A.— I hiive no knowledge of it. 

Dr, Poicc/f,— Would you reduce the number of shops ? 

A,— Yes. I tbink there aro too many. 

Dr, PoiccB.— Don’t you think people will rather revert to country liquor 
brands than give up drinking ? 

_ A.— I tbink 8 shops aro quite sufficient to meet the demand for foreign' 
spirits. If people only knew what it was they would not drink it. 

Dr. PodactayV.— You would not pass bogus labels? 

A.~Absolntely not. I should suggest that tbo correct contents of bottles 
should be mentioned on the label, with the place of manufacture and the manu- 
faoturer’s name, 


Dr. Madaohmijif-kait the base from which the spirit is produced ? 
A.— If we can get that, certainly. 

Dr, Dadachaiiji,—Mo you think it can ho got ? 

A.~I don’t know. 


exporters don’t give correct information how would you 
A.— There are no moans. 


_ Dr, Dadacha})ji,—Yo]i said 
posing the limit is reduced to 25 

would you like it? 


that 15 U. P, is a very strong drink. Sup* 
and mado- uniform for tbo Bombay Presideucy,, 


A.-No, I ehould havo 16 U. P; strength for Bombay City also. 
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Dr. Dadachanji.— You know tki; most people drink liquor neat/espeoiallj 
natives who are in-the habit of drinking country liquor ? 

A.'— They always drink it neat. 

Dr. Dadaehanji—Yoa said that the base used generally for cheap liquor 
. is damaged or rotten potatoes ? 

, A.— -Yes, 1 say it is supposed to be. 

Ui’.Dodflc/iaM;*.— Have you read about it? • , 

■' '■ A,— Yes. 

Dr. Iiatek»y».— Where ? It you read the North London cases of whisky 
prosecutions you will dad it is stated there that only, methylated spirit is 
prepared fromi damaged grain. Otherwise damaged grain is not allowed for 
other purposes, 

A.— 1 have not read this case. 

Edo Dahddur SeMwad.—'Em you noticed effects upon certain individuals 
who afe addicted to country spirits and upon others who are addicted to'foreign 
liquor? 

A.— No. I think people who drink foreign liquor drink too much of it. 




Etideaoe of Mr. 0. Olifford ialtea with regard to certain hottles that he 
' I ms ashed on the preoious dag to produoe hefore the Committee. ' ■ 

Ee said I produce 5 bottles of tbo cheapest kinds of rum and brandy, all 
of which I have tasted. I can distiogaish different, flavours in the brandy and 
rum; ' [Some of the bottles were opened and their^ contents being poured out 
into a small glass wore passed round the members of the Committee who smelt 
.them.] 

Mr, Procter.— Is -there a very large consumption of this rum upoountry ? 

A.— Yes, there is a considerable consumption, i 

• Mr, Procter.— Which is more popular— brandy or rum ? 

A.— I think rum is most popular. 

Mr, D. M. Oomrigar was examined as regards these bottles. He said : The 
liquor in these bottles is in the same condition in which we imported it, We 
imported them as brandy and rum. 

Chairman.— Vt&s this fine pale brandy bottled by you ? 

Mr. Oomrigar,— Yes. ‘ 

Cktrinan.- You added no essence to that ? 

Jlfr. Oomrigar.— "So. 

Chairman (to Mr. Baria).— Is that correct of the brandy bottled by you ? 

Mr, Maria,— Yes, 

Ohairman.~Do you bottle this Hatchet t Co.’s hrandy exactly as it comes 
out in the hogshead P 

Mr. Bark— Exactly. 

Mr, Procter.— Do you import ram or do you import rectified spirit and 
colour it with burnt sugar ? 

' Mr. Maria,— I both import rum and I import rectified spirit and dilute it 
and sell it to shopkeepers as they require— one gallon, two gallons, five gallons. 
By retail shopkeepers it is .sold by the peg. 

Mr. Procter.— As rum ? 

Mr. Mam.— Yes. 

Mr, Oomrigar (interposing).— As dilute spirit. 

Mr, Procter.— Is it not sold as rum ? 

1 . 

Mr, Oomrigar.— It may be, for rum is another name for dilute spirit. 

Bdo Bahadur Setalwad.—Do you put any essence in rectified spirit ? 

Mr, Oomrigar.— 'Eo, We simply dilute rectified spirit and colour it with 
burnt sugar. That is all. We do not put in sugar, but colouring matter made 
from burnt sugar, That is allowed by the excise. The burnt sugar gives some 
flavour. ' . ,■ 

Mdo Bahddar Setalwad.— Yon sell it as rum ? 

Jfr.’ Oomnpar,— Yes. 

Mdo Bahadur Betatioad.— Or brandy ? 

Mr. Oomrigar.— Mot as brandy, only as rum or-dilute spirit. It is called 
rum for that class of- people .that callany ardent spirit rum. We don’t now 
use the word rum on the label of, bottle of this stuff since the Oolleotorhns 
asked us to discontinue the use of the term for dilute spirit. , We only say 
dilute spirit now. We have been importing rum from home since then. 
We used to put labels of rum. on bottles of dilute^ spirit. As to brandy it is 
always imported as brandy and labelled as brandy, 



Dr. it allowed by tbe Abkiiri Dopai'tmoati to uso tlia word 

rum for dilute spirit on labels P 

ifr. Oomrigcr.—l think they, did. The practice existed for nearly 
20 years. 


[Mr. Clifford opened a bottle of Ilntohot & Co.’b brandy and a bottle 
of rum, and the Committee on smelling the liquors found that one had a smell 
of brandy and the other of rum. These bottles, it was explained, were bottles 
of spirits brought out from Europe in hogsheads in the same state in which 
they wore bottled, except for reduction. A bottle of rectified spirit diluted 
with only burnt sugar was produced. It smelt much the same ns the rum 
manufactured in Europe but fainter,] 
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Jo. '25.. 

Mdenee ^ Devji Gdnu, Eingmitef in the Gmeent MiU. 

• Hxamined'by the Chairman in Mardthi— 

A.— My pay ia from Rs. 80 to Es. 90 per month. I don’t drink foreign 
liquor now because it is very dear. I formerly used to drink it. 

, .C'Aoimon.— "What do you drink now? ' 

A— Toddy. .Till two months ago I used to drink foreign spirits,' , 
Q.—'Whj did you leave foreign spirit ? 

‘ ' A— It gives headache and also it is deari Country liquor is slightly 
cheaper. I drink toddy because it keeps me cool. 'It gives me no headache,' ' 

OAa/m«n.— TJsed you to drink this? (shews a bottle of rnm), 

A— I cannot understand the English letters on the label. 

Pr, Xadachmji.—liook'i.t the colour. 

A.— It looks like rum. 

CMmati— Used you to drink rum formerly ? 

A—yes, 

, Q.— Did you drink white liquor like this ? (shews a bottle of uncoloured 
dilute spirit). , - 

A— Yes, this is rdti (country spirit). 

Q.— No, it is European liquor, not country liquor. 

A— When I drank foreign liquor 1 used to get white liquor like this in 
the foreign liquor shops. 

JDr. Poweih— How much did you drink at a4me? 

A— I used to buy a bottle or a smaller quantity down to 2 or 3 annas 
worth. ' 

O/wimoB.— What did you pay for a bottle of rum? 

A— A rupee and 2 anuas. When we took smaller quantities we took 
4 annas worth or 4 pice worth. We used to get also a quarter of a seer (one 
'dram) for 6 pice. 

Br. Badachtiji,— What do you pay for one dram of country liquor P 

• , A— When we buy we ask the man to give us liquor worth so many pice. 
We don’t say give us so much quantity. 

Ohaiman.— When you went alone to a shop how much did you 
drink? 

A.— One notfftd/i (a dram). If we go there alone we usually drink one 
iwietdli. . 

Q,— Not more than .one nodeht 

A.— No. 

Ma Bahddur Setalwad.—lon don’t take 3 or 4 noictdhef 
A.— 'Not at one draught but at intervals. 

OkimoB,— How many in one day ? 

A.— Three or four, That is on holidays, , 

•Q.-What is your state at night if you take liquor 3 or 4 times in the day ? 
A.— I feel intoxicated and I feel a burning sensation in tho throat. 

; Q.— Do you feel much intoxication? . - ' 

feel inclined 

to vomit. We feel that at the time of eating, . 

Q.— And next day how is your head ? 

A.— It becomes heavy. 

B 57?-71 
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Df, i)fl(?(r(?/i(in//.--Oan you attend your duties next day ? 

A.— We must'go there whether we can or not., “We have to work whether 
we can or hot • 

I , 

' Dr. DflteeM.— Hare yon ever taken a bottle Lome and drunk it? 

. A.— If there' is a party at home we send somebody to fetch the liquor 
home, 

Chinm’,-‘'Da manyipf your caste people drink foreign liquor? 

A— Big people drink foreign liquor ; poor people drink countiy liqunr 
worth' 3 or I pice, because a bottle of foreign liquor costs fis. 3. 

Q,— What is the pay of those people who drink country liquor ? 

A— Some draw Es. 12, some draw Bs. 14 and some draw Es, 20. 

Q,— Do those who draw higher salaries drink foreign spirit? 

A.—Ycs, those whoso salary is over Es, 20. 

M) Baydiir 5cfahcflci.— How many people are there under you ? 

A— Erom 400 to 450. 


What do they drink? 

A.— They drink country liquor. 

Q.— Are there any people in the mill who don’t drink at nil ? 

A— There is not a man in the mjll who does not drink some kind of liquor. 
Q.— Did yon ever drink country liquor formerly? 

A/-Wo have drunk p/ioii (toddy spirit) of 25 U, P, whon it is mode hot, 
It costs 8 .ennns a hotlle. 

Q.-Do you mean spiced liquor? 

A—No, it is merely miido hot. 

Dr. Dadao/i8«;i.--How often did yen drink pheni f 
A— Once or twice. 


C/iOir)«fln,— What was the effect ? 

_A,~It gave me burning sensation because it was hot, I never bou<fht it 
again. ® 

Sdo BaUditr Selalmd.—do yon regularly become intoxicated ? 

A—Not on working days. In the Shimgo (Holi) holidays or on Sundays 
or wuenover there is a party at our plnco wo get drunk. 

Chairnan, -‘Do yon drink something every day ? 

A.-Wlien the mill closes we must drink something. I drink somctliing 
almost every day, but I only got druhk on Sundays and holidays. 

or oountry^p Vt f <J™l£ foreign spirit 

take country liquor because it is cheap. It foreign spirit were ns 
Cheap as country liquor wo should prefer foreign spirit. Wo have no objeotion 
^?reign_apirit. It is rather dear while country liquor is cheap. H 

II . .1 '’“y » of it, it will absorb the whole of our 

s ary . therefore we take country liquor costing 3 or 4 pico. 

A— -The urine is hot as the result of drinking foreign spirit, 

'■■'A ** foreign spirit also give yon headache? 

•I a little of it you won’t feel any effeots.. 

‘^o^(dtidurSekltiiad.-‘TijooimlmoKi .... 

■ effects. ' 

drink i * *^**^*^**' you get more pay how much spirit would you 

A.-If we got more salary. we would drink even 2 bottles per day. 
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• Dr. -There is no objection from religion ?/•„ , . 

, A.-^There,i8ho question of religion, If we don’t' drink the shop/would be 
closed and Government will lose their Tovenne'. Shops have'got to ' be main- 
tained oh the sale of liquor and Government get ihoney from usi ‘ ' i/' . 

' Edo, BaliMur Sefoltoad.— Suppose you don’t drink for 4 days, what would; 
betheresult? ■ ■ ' , • \ •' '■ 

, A.— If we won’t drink for 4 days we shall eat more, Bntif wedon’tdriiik 
we feel unpleasant. We are obliged to drink on account of the nature of our 
work, , • . • ■ „ 

JBido BaMditr Setalwad.—G&'a you drink a bottle of rum at one time ? 

A.— Kot now. , ' , , 

Bdo Bahddnr Setaltoad,—Go\M you have done so ? . , 

A.— Tes. _ , , 

Dr. J}adaB]mji.—A bottle of brandy ? 

A,— Sot BOW, 

Dr, Badcuiluinji , — ^Half a bottle of brandy ? 

A.— Formerly I have drunk 2 bottles at a time. 

Dr. Bowell—ln a day ? ' ‘ 

A.— Yes. ^ ; 

Oheinutn.—Do you say you alone drank 2 bottles in a day ? 

A.— Hot alone, but when there was a party of B or 60 persons we could 
drink 2 bottles. Personally I would drink half or a quarter bottle. 
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No. 26 ., 

Evidence^ of Shan Eiraji, a Frame Master m th QrmerA Mill 

Examined by the Chairman in'Mardthi,—' ' , '< ■ 

. A.— I draw Ea. 60 per month and over according to the extra worW do, 
Formerly I used to drink foreign spirit. I have stopped it for the last 
2 months. • I used to drink rum or whisky. This bottle (one of rum shhwn to 
him) is either rum or whisky. I used to drink brandy also. I used to ask for 
whisky, rum and brandy and they used to give us the stuff. I don’t know . 
what they gave us. I don’t know what liquor was in the bottle. I asked for 
liquor and the shopkeeper gave it to me. 

' Q.— Did you find different smells in brandy, rum and whisky ? ' , , 

A.— Yes. There is no smell for whisky ; there is some smell for brandy, 
rum smells like water. Brandy has little smell, it has little flavour. Whisky 
has no flavour; rum has a strong flavour. 

Q.— Did you drink the three kinds of spirit daily ? 

A.— No, not daily. We used to buy today brandy, tomorrow leioda, 
{miom spirit of 20 .TT. P.), next day pheni (toddy spirit of 26 U. P.). On 
different days we bought different things. It we had more money in our 
pockets we would buy big bottles. 

Q.— Did you take bottles away and drink them at home ? 

A.— No, We never drank at home. We go in a company to a shop, sit 
there and buy the stuff. Other people come there. We buy. They buy. 
Some buy a quarter seer and some more. There is no limit. 

Q.— Whore does the company meet ? 

A,— In the shop. People meet in liquor shops and eat and drink without 
limit. ' 

Q.— How much did you drink personally ? 

A.— If I had 2 annas I would buy liquor worth 2 annas, if I had 8 annas 
I would buy liquor for 8 annas, and it I had 12 annas I would buy liquor worth 
12 annas.'' When I had much money in my pocket 1 used to spend Es. 25 in 
one day. I aud others would take a victoria or other gliarrp and wonder in the 
town, and wherever we came across a shop of liquor we would got down and 
order liquor. 

Q.— What was the effect of drinking so much ? 

A.— I had a sensation of vomiting. When we drink pheni or toddy they . 
give us nourishment {pusliti). Whenever we see liquor before us we are tempted ' 
to drink it, although for the last 2 months I don’t drink anything. Once I got 
dead drunk and vomited after taking a heavy drink, and since then I have ' 
stopped drinking liqdor. I drink toddy. Toddy we get from Mahim'. It is 
from the mdd (palm) tree. It is sweet. For a bottle of toddy we pay one anna 
fi, and for a bottle of rum we pay Ee. 1 and Ee. 14-0 or Ee. 1-3-0. A botllo of • 

' brandy costs us Es. 2-8-0 or Es. 3, There is a shop in front of our mill and if 

there is time we drink. There is a temptation for ns to drink. We don’t get 
brandy for Re. 1-8-0 a bottle or Es. 2 a bottle. There is a cheap liquor at that 

' price but I don't take it. Higher classes of brandy are better. When you 

. take letoda or pimi of 2 annas worth you are inclined to drink them' again? of 
4 annas worth. Rich people drink brandy with water to make it cool. 
When brandy is diluted with water it is not so ardent. ’ ■ f ' 

Mr, Froeter.—'What happens when you mix brandy 'with water.? 


1 » »« 

■ O/mimOT.—HoW'muoh water do you mix with ydiir brandy ? 

A.— To one glass of spirit worth 2-Bnbas we add 'i-J'glasses or 2'glas3hs 
of water, . 

hi » *. 


Q.—Used you formerly to drink country liquor ? ' 
A,— Yes. 


B 877-72 
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Q.— Whioli produces move infcosication, country or foreign ? 
give the same intoxication. 

Bdo Balindiif -Sefflf«w(J.-Foroign spirit gives intoxication ? 

A.— When they drink it with water there is no intoxication. When tliey 
drink with water it is cool. 

JDr. Dadflchnnyi.— Without water ? 

A.—It will cause a burning sensation in the throat. 

Ohaimmi—do all people who drink foreign spirit mix it with water? 

A.— Yes. They will take soda water or water. They cannot take it neat. 
It is tlio custom to drink it with soda water or Avator. No water is added to 
rum. They mix water Avith whisky and with brandy. We don’t know what 
the shopkeeper's give us when wo ask for_ brandy or whisky or rum. We 
take anything they give. We know three things— p/(C«i kioda and rum. 

Q.— If on the labels of bottles you are told iu llardthi it is brandy or 
whisky or rum, wilt it do any good ? 

A.— Yes. We don’t understand now what is written on the labels, 

Dr.Ddsciafyi.— How many people can read Marathi labels ? 

A.— Four persons in 10 are educated and can road labels ; they will under- 
stand what is written on the labels and one will read to the others. One man 
alone will never go to drink. They go in parties to drink. Only respectable 
people go alone to drink, 

Chaimaii.—ln your mill do all drink ? 

A.— Many drink. 

Q.— Generally do they drink foreign or country spirit ? 

A.— They mostly drink country liquor but they suffer from it. If you 
take it neat you feel giddy. Country liquor is worse than foreign spirit because 
the very smell of it makes yonr head spin. 

Q.— Have the people in your mill given up country liquor and taken to 
foreign spirits ? 

A.— Yes. There is no question of preference between country liquor and 
foreign spirits. It depends on the money we haA’B in our pockets. If we have 
more money we will drink foreign spirits. Most people will'drink either country 
or foreign spirit according to the amount of money they hare got to spend. 

i?(fo Bakidnr Nefelwnd.— How many people are there under you ? 

A.— About 209 or 210, 


J)r, Hfldactaj!.— Hoaa much do you spend in drink out of your salaiy ? 

A.— Formerly I used to spend my whole pay. I used also to borrow and 
spend tbe whole money ; but now since I don’t drink I have saved about Es. 600. 
When we have got something in our pocket we go to drink. We don’t care 
to pay even our creditors. 


Hr. dadachanji.—'Ed.i anyone been giving you lectures on temperance ? 


A.— Some time ago lectures were given and then wo felt it was right that 
we should not spend our money for nothing, Bdneated people used to give us 
those lectures. Now the lectures are stopped and everyone now drinks. The 
effect of the lectures was temporary. Now everyone knows that Government 
Avill prosecute him who would speak against drinking. 

Suppose your salary were reduced, what would you drink ? 

A,— If there is no money in our pockets we won’t drink. If there is money 
to pay lor drinks we shall drink and shall not pay our creditors, K there is 
liquor in our presence we shall drink it till we fall and vomit. 


Edo Baliddur Setdmd.—^Whj don’t you give it up ? 

Oucewosee it before us we are tempted to take 
although we try our best not to drink it. ^ 
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Ansieers cf’Mt. Smanji A, ^arakh, Bxoke impeoior, Edliyal ', ' 

to quesUotisfor ioilnesses. ' • 

1. It comes generally from Germany, France, Australia, and Scotland, ‘ 
They dre generally manufactured in the countries from 'which they are 
imported. 

2. ^163. It also goes to Central Provinces, Ajmer, ' KtJjpuldna anS 

Mdlwa, ' • ‘ ' 

3. It is said white rectified spirit is chiefly manufactured" from potatoes 
at the strength varying from 60 to 68 0. P. I do not know about the method 
of its manufacture. 

• 4. ■ In my opinion, it does not affect. I am‘not aware that any. of the 
.basetfused are unwholesome. 

6. The spirits are diluted' with water only. 

' 6, No. ' 

7. _ Pure rectified spirit is drunk in Bombay as well as in ,the mpfussil 
after being diluted with water. In Bombay it is reduced to strengths varying 
from 15 to 60 IJ. P. and in the mofnssil to 15 U, P. The rates are fixed 
according to strength, the wholesale and retail rates in Bombay are nearly the 
same ou account of keen competition. 

£. Yes. It is very rarely drank by ignorant villagers as medicine for 
asthma, rhenmatio pains, olc. It is diluted with water before use. 

9. It does not undergo any other treatment except water and burnt sugar 
for blunging up the colour. Also at times some flavouring essences are used. 

10. The importers in Bombay who are generally retail vendors also, supply 
the local as well as the up-country traders. The mofnssil vendors are supplied 
by the licensed importers in Bomtoy. 

11. This can be gathered from Messrs, Oomrigar’s and Baria’s price listsi 

12. In Bombay, varying from 16 to50U.P. and in the mofnssil at 15U.P. 

13. Nearly same as wholesale on account of competition. In the mofussil 
Fine Pale Brandy of 15 U. P. is sold at Rs. 1-6-0 to Rs. 1-9-0 per bottle 
of 8 drams. 

14. They are sold under the descriptive labels of the spirit imported as 
Brandy, Rum, Whisky, etc. 

15. Lower a^d middle classes of all coramiinities. In Halydl it is mostly 
drunk by SSraswat Brahmins. 

18. The Customs Statistics in Bombay can speak of it with certainty. 
In my opinion it is increasing gradually. The increase is independent of 
country liquor on account of people’s tastes and fancies, 

17. I have no knowledge of this as well ns the patent still and, therefore, 
cannot answer this. 

^ 18. Yes. They should bo labelled according to the description under 
which they are originally imported and invoiced, 

19. The bottling of liquor should not be allowed except in bonded ware- 
houses under proper supervision. 
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No. 27. 

JEvidenee of Mr. Bomoji A, PmMi, Mxcise lospeelor, Ealhjil 

Examined by tbcCkirman: 

Q,— Have yon any special knoTrlcd{»o about mofussil business in foreign 
spirits? 

. A.-YeB, I have. 

Q,— What have you got to tell as ? 

A.—1 think methylated spirit is drunk to some extent. I have observed 
a few oases in w'liich people have drunk incthylated spirit, Tliat wns at Belgaum 
and Haliydl. 1 have noticed it also in Bombay. They do drink it in Bombay 
mixed with water. I did not notice much of it. ] now come from tlio Kiirndr 
District. There are vciy few foreign liquor shops there. In IC;irw/Ir the lower 
and middle class people and Christians gencmlly drink foreign spirit. Most of 
the Native Christians and a few IlrdliniinSj S.'lraswat Brahmins, drink it. In 
Belganm there is much drinking of foreign spirit among tho military) reginicntal 
servants and Hindus of all castes. Even the liighei' class Hindus drink it. 
They take bottles away from tho shops. A fow liigli class people have got 
regular clubs where they drink. Bidhiiiins hove some clubs in Belgaum. 

Dr. Dadac/ioJij*.— Are they " Visliis” (eating-houses) or regular clubs? 

A.— Regular clubs. They don’t drink in tbo clubs openly, they do it 
privately. 

Cia/nnan.— Do they take liquor there in bottles and drink it ? 

A.— Yes. I am of opinion that the habit of drinking foreign spirit is 
decreasing among higher classes in tho Soiilliorn Division. ] don’t know why. 

I see it is decreasing to some extent. I cannot say why but there arc many 
higher educated men in the castes there who arc not much in favour of driuk, 

Q.— Owing to their education ? 

A,— Yes, I think so. Tho lower classes are taking to drink foreign spirit. . ^ 
In some cases they are doing it in preference to country liquor. They are not 
doing it to a large extent but to a slight extent, They don’t drink in shops 
now in tho mofussil. 

Q.— Do you consider that any new restrictions of any kind ought to bo 
put on foreign spirits in Bombay or in the mofussil ? 

A.— No, I don’t think so, I fliink the present restrictions are enough. 
The license fees are not very high. They are reasonable in m 3 ' opinion. They 
are sufficiently high. They are as high as they ought to be. I know no private 
drinking goes on on tho premises of shops in Belgaum or in the other districts 
I am acquainted with, 

Dc. Dadao/ianju— Under olause 6 ? 

A. -There is no retail license at all o.xoept at Hubli, 

0 /iair»!a«.— Wholesale licenses allow the sale of one bottle? 

A,— Yes, the licensee cannot sell less than a pint and he cannot sell for 
consumption on tho promises. I have not ohsevvod any ditfereuce in effects 
between cheap foreign spirit and country spirit, I cannot say whether one of 
them is more wholesome or less wholesome than another. 

Q.— In 21 years you must have seen drinkers of both kinds in large 
numners? 

A.--Yes, I have. 

Q.— Did you see no difference in efTocts ? 

A.-No. ‘ 

.K*. Dffloter,— Do you see traces of much drinking in Belgaum ? 

A,— It is increasing, 

« i 



Mr, Froc(er.—I)o soldiers drink ? 

A.— They do. There is u European regiment fcber?. , 

Ckiro«.— Do European soldiers drink Hamburg spirit?, 

A.— Yes, but privately, clandestinely. ' ' 

Mr. Frooier.—Eow do they get it ? 

A.— Through their servants and damiwh ). , 

Chirmn.—'Do they take it to the barracks ? 

A.— Yes and also to other places. 

J)r. PoweK.— Do they ever drink country spirit? 

A.— Yes. 

C7(«iV»w».— Soldiers ? ' * 

A,— Yes, but few, very few. 

Dr. Pott'flK.— How do they get it ? 

A.— Through their servants. 

‘ Chairman.— Da soldiers take the liquor neat ? 

A.— They don’t mis it mth water when they drink country liquor. They 
drink it the way natives drink it. 

Q.— Does not the native ever dilute spirit ? 

A.— I have never seen any do that in my own part of the country, especially 
in the case of country liquor. 

Mr. Frocter,—yfe have heard that natives always put water in brandy ? 
A.— In brandy they do, but not in country liquor. 

Chairman.— Oa you yourself dilute the foreign spirit you drink ? 

A.— Yes, 1 take it diluted. 

Q.--Do natives ordinarily dilute foreign spirit ? 

A.-Ye3. 

Q.— All sorts ? , ' 

A.— Yes, rum, brandy and whisky. They dilute these things not excessively 
but according to their tastes. The general custom is to dilute with soda water 
or water. 

Q.— To what e.xtent? 

A.— In the same proportion as the spirit. 

Q.— Halt and half? 

A.— Yes. 

Mr. Proc/c)’.— Because they think it is too strong ? 

A.— Yes, because in the mofussil 15 D. P. is the only strength at which it 
is allowed to bo sold. That is not the case in Bombay. 

Q.— Do you know the taste of these Hamburg liquors yourself ? 

A.— Yes, I have tasted them, I bare tasted all sorts of rums and brandies. 
. Q.— What is your opinion about them ? 

I A.— I don't like them. 

' 'Q.— Whet is the effect, is it very bad ? 

A.— I cannot say, .as I have taken veiy little, I don’t like them. 

Dr, Dadaehanji.—yfhj not ? 

A.— On account of the taste. 

Dr. DadacMnji.—\s it bad ? ''' 

A.— Yes, ;■ -v':;' 

Dr. Dadachanji.—Eis it any ilUffect ? 

A,— It burns the chest and the throat, 

» 577-78 
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CAfli‘raflH.-l)o yon tnlin "fnl ? 

A.-! nlwtiyB ililnlc it. 

(}.-Y(iii fmtl it itnriKi lit" (iirost won' lli.ti) coniilry ipiril ? 

A.— Ittki lonwrMin ('xNil. 

Q.— Yoti fliiprovo of coiiittry Ppirit ? 

A.— Yc!. . 

J)r, /’p-fo//.— Do you liki' it? 

A.-.1 porioiiiilly liki- it llisn for, Mi'll rpirit. 

Ikiveyonw liAini'S'lsdirtoftor AriMkiii/ 6,\\n of rV*- 

Bpirifi ? 

A,— 1 liii'l no pxportf'nri’i 1 nowr ilniiik lo l!iit ('Xtoiii, 

Dr, roiffiV.-Npitli-r roan'.ry spirit ti }r linw'ly ? 

A, —No. 

Wr.Di'Mfl'i/i— lb VO !'•'»)' tbfttjiATiiirin:’ ohmm m in 
ffirciiiii 

A.-Y(-i. 

Dr, Dii'hehn'iji,—]\o'it I'o you liia!Y t 

A.— I liiiip iMi'jiiifol in Uombiky, 'rint ii tny l!!’!!*'?. 

Jk, J'yiitbf/.flrpV.— Tlii'V aw u'-’l in Ibninsy ? 

A.— Yi'», 

Dr. Jbi/'jf/.rt/i'i’.— Mol in f'o rjofii«il ? 

A.— No, ri'j; in tli" in'ifii'nl, at ail. 

Pr. /b bc.’.flM/l,— IJy whoa in Uoainy? 

A.— lly b3ltl«ri. 

Dr. l))il<tdv!}i—\\’l<T>uh tli'y i;4 tiicin fwoi ? 

A.-rwm forfijin cosintrii'i. 

y>. lb.'i'(yoakaw tlffo ii n witietu-i oi t',-* 

importnlioii of o'H’nccir 

A.— yo<, but tlr’m i'l iiotluo^ to pw.'at nnyiniy front (.p'f'.in'i ifcia. 
WoiVna.M.— Can tin'}' k*''. tliAia ((va eliiMnid/s? 

A,-Tlii>y wmol(;i'',lHi'afwra c!i'r.ni'’.A' b!’. 0 |h. T!i>'y msi'". tavk} m-ol* 
ollicr nrninfjt'ini-nt. 

Dr. /b'bcAiii/i.— Do tb.'y got ibtai f«:n Mr,'lr.vi or Calentts ? 

Vc or from Got. TIal iA lay W i?!, I iliink very fotr raii’t hr u jin j 
i!. fioinu un'oruiml'tioi [woplo do it. 

Dr. Can ibry bring tbow f'lirncM into 11 nnbiy ? 

A.— Yfli. TIitre m.vy bo n foir who miko tt*; of cucnccr, 

CVtfiirwwn,— You tvero nit In^ji'clor in Bombay ? 

A—Ym, ^ 

Qr-You lenrnl lliiv nl that tiino r 
jV.— Y e?. 


, to iio that but I could not debit lltom. I could not Ssd nay 

botllere doing it in Hoinlmy. 

Dr. DadflckoHji,— You failed lo delect nuylbing? 

A.— Yes, '' 

■Ifr. Jrocfcr.-Thcn tvliy do you lliink it is dono ? 

kcrvatirnMU? i® PO'f'WO'. IJiod oblaiuod ioformnlioD from certain 
kcmiits 01 iho won said to bo doing it. 
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Dr. Da(?(ioAa»;j.— Servants working under tkem gave yoii the information 
and you acted on it but could not detect anything p ' ' ' 

A.-No. • 

Doo BaUhr 8etalmd.—d\A 
-'A,— I visited them, ' ' 

Mo BJufdw Selalmd.-^ui<i you eearon tne premises and 
A,— No. 

Dr, J)adaohanji.—Y<in paid surprise visits ? ; 

A.— Yes. - ' 

Mo BaMdur Setalioad.—'Do you expect that shopkeepers' who put in 
essences, would do it in the presence of their servants ? ' ' '* 

A,— There must be trusted servants in whose presence -'they would do it. ' 
They would not do it in the presence of all. r'; ' 

Dr. Dada^ianji, —Oao of the trusted servants informed you P , 

A.— Yes. 

Dr. Dadflc/wnji.— You could rely on his word ? ' 

A.— Yes, I believed him. 

Dr. Dodactoy'i.— Did you get that information about many firms ? 

A.— Very few. They were not prominent firms, , . ;/ ■ 

Mo Bahadur Setalwadr-Bli you notice any adulteration in port? 

A.— I did not detect any adulteration. To some extent it is possible, 
DdoSo/wdarS'e/afttiad.— What adulteration takes place? ' • 

A.— In Bombay most of the European firms sell sour claret by auction 
which is bought generally by wholesale licensees here. These licensees generally 
make use of the claret by adulterating it with something, ' 

Edo Bahddur Seldlmd.—h the.claret put in port ? 

A.— No, my information is that it is put in inferior aorta of rectified spirit 
called brandy and they make some profit out of it. They sell it as brandy, 

Mr. Brocter.—Do they put sour claret in brandy ? ' 

A.— Yes. 

Dr. J}adaehanji.—Om it not be detected? 

A.— It cannot bo. 

Dr. Dadaolmji,—Em you tasted brandy so adulterated ? 

A.— No. _ ■ ; ' 

Gluiirmn.—ln order to drown the taste of claret, they must put a small ■ 
quantity of it into several gallons of brandy ? ■' f 

A,— Yes, the brandy proportion must be very large. They make certain 
amount of money in that way when you take the prices of spoilt claret and 
brandy into consideration. ' . . • 

Dr. Badachanji —Is sour claret put in port wine ? 

' A.— I have heard and I believe that it is put in these inferior kinds of 

'. over-proof brandies. As spoilt claret contains some alcohol, it is more profitable ■ , 
to mix it than plain water. 

, Dr. Dadacksjf.— Not in port ? . 

'■ ■ A,— No. , 

Rdo BtthMur Nefafwod.— Have you heard of the adulteration of por^' - wine 
with black grapes? , . •< / , , ■ , . 

'A.--NO. . V.,' ' 

Dr. DoweUf.-You say you have heard that.souv^liiret is, mixed with 
brandy. How do they. get rid of the claret colour in the brandy p k ''.p- 
A.— Thsv mav nut'in'burnt. Riimr ' ' "'•V't}, 


A.— They may put 'in'burnt sugar. , 

Dr. Poweff,— That’ would not get rid of the claret colour 

A.-Sour claret is sometimes of white colour.' ‘ ‘Ww- ' 

' I* ’ » ’5'^m 



Ik. Powlf.-Di) II 117 iiiit tli'Ui! tlin rlitrcl? 

A.— Xn, titey only mix it willi Hpirit »vor 40 0, 1*. 

Jlw Hah/ihr S’‘klini’-fbi’ ouly ri>nrii;tion yon wnot !/> ml'! U l!i it 
bollliiii; liiiniilil In* doiio iindi'r oirrci Gororuiii/'til impcrvikion r 

Jli'o JIaMir SdiiM.—.Uiii in ft Gov-*rnmi't)t v/ftri'Iioi!**-? 

A.—yct. 

/Mo J?BVWiii’SiVrt?i'"tA“\Vonlil you mub fttiy cxrcplm in tlu'Cn'-o! 
ri'i-jivcluiili’ firim* ? 

A.—I tliiiik it pliOulii li" ponftml, 

Ilii‘1 //oWf/ni* AV/fllifii/.—yn oth'ptioii ? 

A.— Xn, ('xci'p! (0 K’lio Alt not df-il in clicip (jcrriiiu r piriti! fiti!! ft!*o 

d') im! tifjiior Ifloiv !I 1! p"r I* 'Itl”. 

Jl'tUIttr .Wihil-h otijjlii iolm untl'T nofrrf!m''nl 

A.— Y( 1 . 

Jtr, Pr(}c?('r.~yoi!r rfuimt};- on tl'IllI{^-^lJitill do no! ftp]'!; to lik; firms ? 

Tint tipply o:itf to rm-ill (Iim'* l!i"v bvo fnriliti'is fcr 
djini: f «e!nl(inj,‘4/ 
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Jiimrs to queilionsfor mtmm hfm the Foreign Ugnor 
Oommittee by Dr, S. Johnson, F,0,S,, Cakutfa. , - - • 

1. Spirit in bulk appears to be imported into- India cWeflyfrom Germany 
(«td Hamburg, Bremen or vtd Antwerp) and from Java. - 

Spirit exported vid Trieste may also find its way into India) but the writer 
has no evidence of this. ' ’ 

*3. Spirit imported in bulk has a strength of about 68 0, P, When/s^nchj 
spirit is highly reotiBed it becomes a difficult matter 'to state from what base.lhe^ 
article is prepared, as the flavouring matters from the raw materiar are more ■, 

' or less elimiaated in the process of manufacture. The best rectified’ or 
plain spirit consists only of pure spirit of wine (Ethylic Alcohol) mixed 'witk- 
water. •_ 

Java spirit is manufactured from molasses the residues from the refineries.'! 
The usual way of dealing with molasses is to dilute them to a' suitable strength,’! 
to add sulphuric aoid and ammonium sulphate to the wash, and to allow fermen-'' 
tation to set up with the natural yeasts which adhere to the distillery vessels 
or which find their way into the wash from the atmosphere. Spent wash (t, e,, 
wash which has been fermented and distilled) is also commonly added to fresh 
wash to assist fermentation, 

Spirit up to 68 0. P. is produced from such wash in patent stills, The 
process does not differ materially from that carried on in certain parts of India 
and the spirit produced is of about the same quality, although it is not general ’ ' 
in India to produce spirit much above 40 0. P. in strength, ' - 

Spirit from molasses (cane or beet) is also produced in large quantities in 
Europe. The process of manufacture is essentially the same as above except 
that yeast is added to the wash to promote fermentation, * 

Spirit produced in Europe from beet or cane molasses is generally distilled 
at a high strength and is used for meth^lation and denaturation. It is also 
converted by rectification into plain or silent spirit. Generally speaking spirit 
from the base is not much esteemed by European blenders (in the preparation 
of brandies and whiskies) although when well rectified it would answer as well 
as any other spirit for certain classes of liquors, 

The other principal bases from which plein spirit is prepared in Germany, ' 
United Kingdom, Belgium, etc,, are as follows 

(1) Potatoes and barley malt. 

(2) Maise and barley malt, i 

Other starchy materials such as rye, buckwheat, oats, broken rice, millet,’ 
sago and cassava root are also used, ; 

Potato spirit manufacture is carried on chiefly in Bavaria, Saxony, and in 
East Germany (Posen and East Prussia) also in Bohemia and Austria, from 
,, 3/4 to 4/3 of the spirit produced in Germany is said to be manufactured from 
, potatoes but the writer has no statistics on this subject and has considerable ! 
doubt whether this is so. The process of manufacture is simple. The potatoes'" 
'after being cleaned are cut up, cooked under steam pressure and then mashed ' 

, with barley malt, by which means the starch is liquified and converted .into 
'sugar, fermentation it set up by the addition of yeast, The resulting, wort 
is distilled and rectified in patent stills. Bectified spirit produced 'from 
potatoes is a prodnot of good quality and fetches a good price, It is not, as is 
generally 8uppbsed,'tif bad quality. : 

‘ ■ 

It may be explained that id modern patent stills'three classes/lif'spirit are 

produced by distillation , ■ •'I ' ' 

( 1 ) The foreshots’or first rannings'(bad flavour). •' 

(2) Good quality spirit. 

(8) Feints or last runnings (bad flavour). '• 

I1677-V4 'Mi' 
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The feints from potato spirit have an objectionable odour on account of 
the large proportion of fusel oil (consisting chiefly of propyl, butyl and amyl 
alcohols) 'contaibed therein but the writer personally has never seen ofifered for 
sale, as potable spirit, feints from potato flietillation. 

It is, now found profitable to separate as much as possible of the fusel oil 
■’(amyl alcohol) from', feints as these higher alcohols are converted into essences 
(ainyl acOtate) wjiiofr fetch higher prices than spirit of bad flavour, The writer 
personally knows several manufacturers of perfumes and fine essences who 
purchasi'plain spirit manufactured from potatoes in preference to spirit from 
other bases; as being purer and better than the latter. 

i Mai^ and barley malt are used throughout Europe in the production of 
spirit and 'yeast ( for baiters’ purposes). ■ Rye, oats and the other starchy materials 
mentioned abovb are used in small proportions in addition to malt-culms. It 
appears to the writer that spirit exported from North Germany is more likely 
to be manufactured'-fi'om maize and malt than from potatoes and malt. The 
bulk.of the spirit manufactured in the United Xingdom for blending with pot- 
still whisky i? tnade from maize and malt. The spirit used by wine growers fpr 
fortifying wines such as ports and sherries is often plain spirit manufactured 
froin grain. 

4. In general terms it may be said that the base used in the manufactufe 
of silent spirit does not greatly affect the quality, as determined by chemical 
or physical analysis, nor can any of the bases used be considered unwholesome. 

Spirits produced at high strength (68-69 0, P.) undergo fairly complete 
rectification in the process of manufacture and unless exporters take special 
pains to ejport bad quality stuff (feints and foreshots), which in the writer’s 
opinion is unlikel,v, it may be said safely that suob spirit is of a quality at least 
equal to, if not better than that maoufactured in India, where the processes 
of manufacture are generally crude and where rectification is not .as mle 
carried on. 


In support of this contention, blenders in India of high classes whiskies 
import European spirit and do not avail themselves of the article manufactured 
locally. 

5. The spirit is diluted with water to the strength required and addi- 
tioned with burnt sugar and essences.- The number of essences sold for this 
purpose is considerable. Many of them are proprietary articles, the composi- 
tion of which is deemed a secret by the manufacturer. Books are published giving 
hmidredK of recipes for the preparation of sophisticated liquors. The writer 
has one in his possession dating from 1850 (as far as he can remember by 
memory). The principal essences used appear to be essence of almonds, and 
acetic, aioylio and oeuantbio ethers. The writer’s experience of Indian 
sophistioators shows them to employ crude methods only, 


6, The Bubstanees added neither improve nor detract from the quality 
of the spirit. It is possible that unscrupulous parties exist who employ sub- 
stances of objectiocable nature, but in the writer’s experience only harmless 
substances are used. 

11. Sophisticated brandies and whiskies are sold wholesale (in Calcutta) ' 

from 8 rupees upwards per dozen reputed quarts. ^ 

12. Spirit importt'd in bulk is at a strength of about 68 0. P. Sophisti- 
cated liquors are sold at strengths between 22 and 48 U. ?. About 35 U. P, 
appears a favourite strength (in Calcutta). 

Scotch whiskies imported in bottle vary in strength from 17 U. P. to 22 
U.P, (High class nrourietarv art, inlunA • ‘ ' 



They are geiieraiiy cesignei 
product bottled in Europe. 

15. Natives and poor Eurasians, 

16. The increase in consumption of imported liquor appears 
at the expense of country liquor (iu Calcutta). 



at present to 
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17. Provided that these sophisticated liquors are made from good plain 
spirit nud flavoured vrith essences only they cannot harm the heaIth\of the con- 
'siimer. This question cannot be answered satisfrotorilj. until an enquiry has 
been made into the quality of the spirit imported' and che^iical examination of 
same carried out, lu the writer’s opinion the bulk of the country spirit manu- 
factured in tho Bombay Presidency is not a high class spiyit and js not likely-t6 
prove attractive to those who can procure good Europeatfiiqdor. 

18. ■ It should be made obligatory to place a label on t^e bottle; liquors 

sold retail) indicating the country where the spirit has been purehased'and where 
bottling has been performed, . , 

19. To encourage the consumption of country spirit and the .manufacture 
of an article of high class quality in Indio, the writer would advice as follows 

(a) That spirit imported in bulk and intended for'pofehle purposes 
should be imported at a strength not exceeding 16 H. P.’(exGeptdu the case 
of reputed Scotch or Irish whiskies and brandies for which special permits 
would be obtained) and that every consignment of imported ’•spirit should 
he accompanied by a'true certificate of origin indicating the name of the 
distillery and bonded warehouse from which it originates, ' ■ ” ' ’ 

, (J) That the blending and bottling of spirits in India could only be 

undertaken in specially licensed premises, subject to expert supervision. 

(c) That no label can be used unless the use of suoh label is sanctioned 
. by some public body. 

(d) That the conditions affecting the manufacture and sale of country 
spirit should be facilitated, I e., that once the distiller has paid duty he 
should be free to sell or deal with his spirit how he likes. At present when 
duty has been paid on imported spirit it is to a certain extent a free article 
and can be manipulated or dealt with in any way, whereas country spirit is 
subject to regulations concerning “strength,” etc., and can only be sold in 
certain districts regulated by Government, 

• (c) That the duty on imported spirit, ^ increased. 

(/) That imported spirit other than whisky or rum, brandy of known 
and reputed origin, should conform to a certain standard of quality to be 
decided on by Government. 
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HxCISE BEPABipifT.^-; ' 

Bonky, Mh Jmmry 1969.' 


Ecom 

G.¥. HATCH, Esquire, I. O.S., 

Collector of Bombay ; 

• To 

Tbe chemical ANALYSBE to GOVERNMENT, 

Sir, 

I bave the honour to send herewith 3 bottles labelled respectively Brandy, 
Whisky and Bum, and to request that you will inform me of the nature of the 
contents of each; in particular whether the bottles contain— 

(а) pure neutral spirit— spirit distilled to an overproof strength at which it 
loses all the ckraoteristics of its base and most of the oils and acids that 
are found in pot still spirits— plus water only, or 

(б) neutral spirit and water together with a certain proportion of grape 
brandy, malt whisky or Jamaica rum, or 

(c) neutral spirit plus water plus essences designed to give^tho flavour of 
the spirit the name of whioh appears on the bottle, 

2. The above information is required for the benefit of the Committee on 
Cheap Foreign Liquor which is sitting in Bombay ; I beg to request that it may 
be furuisbed if possible not later than Thursday next. 


Bombay. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
G. W. HATCH, 
Collector of . Bombay. 


No. 170 OP 1909. ' 

Officeof the Clmieal Analyser, 

G ommmt lalmtory, Byonlla, . 

1 • Bmhay, No, 8, Mh January 1909,^ 

liom '• 

■ ;> Oapwik W. B. DICKINSON, I M. S., 

Chemical Analyser to Govei’oment, 

, ' Bombay; 

To : ■ • ' 

Tnii 'POLLEOTOR ot BOMBAY. , 

Sir, , . , • , ; 

I * ' / ' * ' ' ’ . ' 

> With reference to your No., A— 7307 of the 25th instant,' forrfarding 3 
bottles labelled, Brandy, Whisky and Bum, I have the honour t|ptateihat— 

(o) tlie samples cannot bo classed' as “neutral spipt" as denned by you, 

B 577-76 >' 
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(i) it cannot be stated Tvhetber tbo samples are “ neutral spirit ” n/itb 
any brandy, whisky or rum added to them, nor, 

(c) can your third query be answered satisfactorily,' 

2. As regards the samples sent with your No. A— 7352 of the 27th 
instant (receired into this Laboratory this morning), I hare the honour to state 
that the sediment in the bottle put in by Mr! Proctor, is not due to the addition 
of chemicals but is due to dirt, probably from the inside of a cask. 

• I hare the honour to be. 

Sir,' 

Your most obedient servant, 

W.E DIOKISSON,Capt.,I.lI.S., 
Officiating Chemical Analyser to Grorernment. 
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To 


Sir, 


i5ow%, hnmru iS09. 

The Ion’ble Me, A. 0. LOBAH, I. C. S., ■ ; 

Gliairman, Foreign liquors Oommittee.* 


I liavo been directed by tbo Bombay Tomporance Oounoil to submit to 
you tbo following notes on tlie terms o£ reference wHoh your Commit^ has 
been appointed to investigate 

Terns Nos. 1 and 5.— This information can easily and only be procured 
from the records of tbo Abkdri Department. 

Terms ffos. S and 4— This information can be readily obtained by mlUng 
as Tvitnesscs those liquor-scllors who are licensed to deal in such spirits or wines. 

Term 5.— The question of tho inoreaso of oonsumption trf foreign liquor 
can bo ascertained from tho records of tho AbMri Department: but I’ give 
some figures in my enclosure to tltis letter. The liquor-sellers, if called as 
witnesses, will bo W able to state what classes consume it. 

Term (?.— Tho Council feel that nothing more is doarable than that the 
rules already laid down by Government should be strictly adhered to, and that 
foreign liquor shops should not bo licensed in places whore they are in no way 
needed. For instance, uithin the last quarter at least two foreign liquor shops 
liaro been allowed to bo opened in tho Fort, and a wish has been expressed by 
tho Department to have another opened near tho Wodehouso Boad under the 
fashionable name of a restaurant within a very short distance of already existing 
establishments of a similar Idnd. 


Term t seems to admit that false descriptions are being actually given by 
persons holding licenses from the Department and that the Department are 
aware of this fact. It is perfectly obvious that such criminal deception should 
not be permitted, and that the Departmental Officers should have ample powers 
to investigate tho matter, cancel the license of those guilty of such an o&enoe, 
and if tho law covers such frauds prosecute them in the Courts.- 

Term 8.— It would seom to bo almost impossible to obtain any satisfactory 
answer to this question for the following reasons 

(o) It will first be necessary to discover what classes consume these 
liquors and no others, 

(6) A variety of oiroumstanoes, such as climate, economical conditions, 
etc., will hare to be taken into account in making a comparison. 

And yet given tho alcoholic strength and purity of a pplioular liquor, it is , 
nrobable that sufficient modioal evidence is already available, whioh would ' 

' enable the Committee to determ ine its relative detrimental effect .upon those , 
"who consume it. ■ j 

; In connection with this Term of Beference, tho ’Council are glad to note, 
tie' tacit admission by Government that both kinds of spirits are "harmful ” to 
some extent to those who consume them; and they trust that tho Committee . 
will strongly recommend to Government that this tremendous fact shall always 
have a weight preponderating over all interests, either of revenue or of | the 
liquor ItaM, in determining the .policyand stiUmore the practice of the A'bUri 
Department. , 

I have the honoilr to renuui, ' . 

Sir; ' '"r 

Tour most obeffiont servMj^’ 

BHALOHAlfDBA 0181^4. 

Chairman of the Bombay Tein^ance Council. . 


f 




Marine lines, Third Street, 
BonAaij, IBth Islrmnj 1909. 


To . 

■ W Hon’ble Me. a. 0. LOGAN, L 0. S, 

Chairman of the Foreign Liquor Committee, 

Bombay.' 

I ' • ‘ ’ 

Sir, 

I notice from the papers that this Committee has conoluded.its labours, 
and I presume is now engaged in drawing up the Eeport forthe information 
of the Gorernment; The investi^tions conducted by the Committee as reported 
in the daily papers from time to lime have conclusively proved what 'kind of 
■ stuff is being sold by the foreign liquor lioensees. It seems 'from the evidence 
' of Abkdri officials, liquor shop-keepers and others that cheap foreign' alcohol is 
imported here, and after being doctored by the licensees, in their.- places, is 
bottled, labelled and finds ready sale as genuine brandy or rum, I may be 
permitted to biang to the notice of the Committee a letter .which I addressed 
to His Excellency Lord Eeay, so fat back as 23 years agc^ofc. on the Gth 
January 1886. Therdn I have touched among other points connected ufith 
the ATikati administration of this Presidency, the question of cheap foreign 
liquors. 

In my said letter I have dealt with cheap low brandy and genuine mhowra 
liquor, and shown how the latter is handicapped by a heavy duty taking into 
consideration its alcoholic strength as compared to that of foreign liquors. (See 
Appendices A and B.) I have therein suggested that there should be a great 
difference between the duties on genuine country spirit and foreign stuff. 

The idea of gradually raising the duty on country spirits till' it is finally 
brought on a par uith the Tariff on imported spirits does not seem to be care- 
fully weigM. It will crush the home industry in favour of foreign countries, 
wlule other Governments protect their home industries against foreign competi- 
tion by granting bounties to the indigenous trades and manufactures. 

With your permission I shall now venture to state the chief cause of the 
large growth in the consumption of foreign stuff, .which can be safely attributed 
to the policy the Abkdri Department has been following for years past, ■ 

Before the introduction of the farming system in Surat, the old distillers 
(some of them celebrated for their brands) used to manufacture three varieties 
of spirits, from flowers and fruits, spiced and plain. Large quantities of the 
^t and second kind were sent to Bombay for local consumption and from 
Bombay it was exported in small quantities to China for use by the Parsis 
there. Rich Parsi gentlemen used to present liquor of the first quality to their 
European friends. > 

( Now in 1882 the then Commissioner Mr, Pritchard by private arrangement / 
• ■ .in Poona gave the farms of the Surat District for three years to one Mr. Dubasli ■ . 
on favourable terms and he was supported by the Revenue Secretary ■ 
Sk Nugent. 

'ilt took the former some lime to set up his distillery at Surat, so he was 
allo^^ed to bring the plain mhowra spirit manufactured in his Poona distillery' 
for sale at Surat. The quality of this liquor was so bad that a cry was raised 
by the consumers and petitions were made to the Collector, also complaints werb' 
madeby the papei?^' as-'follofirs;—''^- 

Gujardt Miira (Surat), 12th August 1883— ■' ■ , 

“ As the pleasures of the famed Surat toddy have dirapp^ed from the 
poor classes smoe tlie introduction of the Abkdri ASt/ sir last year’s 
; monopoly of spirits, has killed- the pleasure of the spicy and rich liquor 
which enjoyed in all India and in places like Bombay and -Calcutta and 
even in all India and in distant China, There are present . complaints in 
3 577-70 ' , , 
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Surat ag^nst the spirit toaglit from Poona and it is said to bo injurious 

to the health of the oonsumers.” 

Tarlman Sar (Surat)— 

“ It is insipid and causes a burning sensation in the throat and 

stomach." 

Emsir-i-Eind (Bombay, 19th August 1888)— 

“ It is Very irritating when drunk, but its effects are not known but 

long after. It causes discharges of blood from the stomach and the mouth 
, when cleaning the teeth and it is difdeult to say what it is made of." 

Not satisfied with selling such bad stuff, and instead of manufacturing 
spirits of 26° ¥. P. acceding to the terms of his contract, the farmer manufac- 
tured and sold spirits of 30° and 31° ¥.P., as the accompanying report of 
analysis will prove, marked 0. 

As if this was not enough, he introduced the “ Kusur ” system, i.e. charging 
Ml price and giving less liquor. The people who had been accustomed to the 
delicious spirits mentioned above, did not like the stuff supplied by the con- 
tractor 5 hence those who could afford it began to use foreign spirits, while the 
poor classes had to remain satisfied much against their will with what they got. 

About the time of the espimtion of the three years’ contract, the late 
Mr. Byramjee Jeejeebboy, Sir Dinshaw Petit and others requested the Gfovern- 
ment in a letter dated 14th June 1886 to revive the old system as they did not 
get the deUoious liquor to which they had been accustomed, The Bran distillers 
tried but failed to produce equally good liquor, 

After some correspondence with Government these Parsi gentlemen seeing 
that the Government were not inclined to grant their wishes gave up the 
question and now they use good foreign liquors according to their means. 

To stop the clamour for good liquor Government issued a Resolution 
(marked D) that spiced country spirits of strength between 10' and 26' ¥. P. 
should be taxed at Indian Tariff rates. This made the liquor so dear that its 
distillation was totally stopped by the Brau distillers, If this duty were 
removed they can distil spiced liquor of the 2nd class mentionod above. What 
is manufactured under tW name at present is inferioiquality, being 25° U. P, 
The third cause that drives the people to foreign liqpfirs will be found in a 
letter from a correspondent published in the Bombay Gmlle, marked E. 

I have never seen in my life or heard that country liquors wiiether strong 
or weak are nsed in a diluted state. They are always drunk in their original 
state ; for if dilutd, they become tasteless and prejudicial to the health of the 
consumer. Now, for the sake of saving his carriage expenses, the farmer is 
allowed to take to his Depdt from the distillery, spirits of London proof strength, 
and there dilute it with water to bring its strength down to 25° snd 60° B, P. 
In this way about 1| gallons of water are diluted with 1 gallon of London proof ^ 
spirits to make spirits of 60° B. P. or 2 bottles of water for spirits of 25° B.P/ 
Thus the religious susceptibilities of the consumers are wounded, and they are' 
indirectly driven to foreign liquras. 

It has been adduced in the evidence given by an A1)kdri Officer that 
people ot certain places in the mofuffiil complain of throat burning caused"' by 
■using the spirit of 20* B. P. while there is no such complaint in Bombay 
although there the consumers use stronger liquor of 20* U. P. 

Owing to competition among the Bran distillers, the Bombay people get 
good liquor, while some of the contraotoiS'iri the -districts might miS'Whatever 
they like to make the liquor more ardait. • 

To check the consumption of foreign fire waters I bog to suggest that the 
ahoyemontioned Resolution should be repealed to enable the Bran distillers to 
distil really good spiced, etc., liquors rf 2nd class. 

To order that foreign spirits of different kinds not weaker than 15° B. P. 
should be sold in-Bombay as in the mofnssil. This will prevent cheap stuff for 
sale which is so rife in Bombay at present, i 



To decrease the dufy on countiy liquor 'to euable it to compete with 
foreign spirits. , , ’ ' • 

To allow citizens ot Bombay to take with them without permit at least two 
bottles of spiced liquor for their own use on their going out of Bombay. At 
present they 'are obliged to take with them foreign spirit, as they are prohibited 
to take without permit from one area to another more than one dram of toddy 
and one dram of country liquor, while they can take with them any quantity of 
.foreign liquor without permit. • ' 

- It is most deplorable that our bmiign OoTemment allow the industry of 
ihmr own people to be crushed and let them to be robbed of theii‘ hard earned 
money by foreigners who give them spurious stuff. , • 

' I have kept with me a small sample of the old delicious Surat liquor made 
&om dowers, about 35 years old, with the object of showing it at any iiime to 
the proper authorities, when needd, and to convince them of the nature of the 
drink we have been deprived, of by the A'bkdri policy of the Government, a 
policy which would never be adopted by any other Government. Should the 
Committee wish to see it, I shall be very glad to show it to them. . 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, '' 

Your most obedient servant, 
PBSTONJEB BTRAMJBB BANTEA. 
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